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PREFACE 


This  manuscript  is  the  result  of  several  months  of  ex¬ 
tensive  research.  Its  conclusions  represent  the  major  por¬ 
tion  of  an  individual  research  project  that  covered  more  than 
20,000  square  miles  of  area,  in  which  the  Mormon  sect  had 
contacts  during  their  brief  but  disastrous  sojurn  in  Illi¬ 
nois.  This  territory  extends  some  500  miles  North  and  South 
and  is  over  400  miles  in  width,  comprising  large  portions  of 
three  states--Iowa,  Illinois,  and  Missouri.  In  the  heart  of 
this  area,  the  Mormons  resided  less  than  a.  decade.  In  this 
brief  period,  in  spite  of  bitter  persecution,  they  built  the 

city  of  Nauvoo  (their  Holy  City)  and  made  remarkable  cultural 

;  • 

and  i^ilsOhalii  progress. 

In  the  compilation  of  the  attitudes  toward  Mormonism  in 
Illinois,  as  expressed  in  the  press,  it  was  necessary  to 
trace  down  every  newspaper,  phamplet,  and  handbill,  published 
in  the  above  mentioned  area,  for  the  period  1838-1847  in¬ 
clusive.  The  files  are  scattered  from  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  in  the 
middle  West,  to  New  York  City  and  Worcester,  Massachusetts, 
in  the  East;  they  are  in  the  hands  of  state,  historical, 
college,  city,  and  private  libraries,  as  well  as  nev/spaper 
morgues.  Oftentimes,  only  a  single  issue  or  less  of  a  paper 
could  be  found  in  a  place,  and  some  of  the  materials  were  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult  to  procure. 

The  abstracting  of  these  materials  presented  an  intricate 
and  tedious  task.  A  great  many  of  the  files  have  been,  of 
course,  either  totally  or  partially  destroyed,  and  many  copies 


*• 


**  ♦ 


in  the  files  were  badly  mutilated,  but  notwithstanding  these 
limitations,  it  was  possible  to  secure  a  representative 
newspaper  opinion  toward  Mormon  activity. 

The  writer  is  indebted  to  numerous  persons  and  organiza¬ 
tions  for  courtesies  and  materials.  To  those  who  have  so 
kindly  loaned  valuable  files  or  single  issues  to  make  this 
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study  possible  a  sincere  apprec'ation  is  expressed.  Specific 
acknowledgment  should  be  made  to  the  following: 

The  Quincy  Herald  Whig,  Quincy,  Illinois; 
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The  Gate  City  Company,  Keokuk,  Iowa; 

Chicago  Historical  Society,  Chicago,  Illinois; 

The  State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin,  Madison,  Wisconsin; 
The  New  York  Public  Library,  New  York  City,  New  York; 
University  of  Illinois  Library,  Urbana,  Illinois; 

American  Antiquarian  Society,  Y/orcester,  Massachusetts; 

Peoria  Public  Library,  Peoria,  Illinois; 

Library  of  Congress,  Y/ashington,  D.C.; 

Lenox  Branch  of  New  York  City  Library,  New  York  City,  New 
York; 
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I.  Introduction, 

A.  The  background  of  Mormonism  before  its  integration  in 
Illinois, 


1. 

The  religious  persecution  of  the  Mormon  sect  in 

Missouri. 

2. 

The  proclamation  of  Governor  Boggs  of  Missouri  ex¬ 
pelling  the  Mormons  from  the  state. 

3. 

The  signing  of  an  agreement  compelling  Mormons  to 

leave  the  state. 

B.  The  exodus  from  Missouri, 


1. 

The  disposing  of  the  Mormons,  a  grave  problem. 

2. 

Quincy,  the  point  of  immigration  in  Illinois, 

3. 

The  -welcome  of  the  persecuted  sect. 

II,  Integration  in  Illinois. 

A.  The  Mormon  settlement  at  Commerce,  (Nauvoo),  Illinois, 
on  the  Mississippi  -  the  ne-w  state  of  zion. 


1. 

The  immigration  of  converts  from  eastern  states 

and  England. 

2. 

The  Mormon  temple  at  Nauvoo,  the  symbol  of 

Mormoni sm. 

B.  Integration  in  the  political  realm. 


1. 

The  unique  political  situation  in  Illinois. 

2. 

The  Nauvoo  charter. 

3. 

The  political  po-wer  of  the  sect. 

4. 

Birth  of  the  Anti-Mormon  party. 

' 


' 


The  Mormon  sect;  a  conflict  group. 

A.  Renewed  persecutions. 

1.  Outrages  on  Mormons  by  border  ruffians. 

2.  The  association  of  undesirable  people  with  the 
Mormons. 

3.  Mormon  thievery. 

Bo  Internal  dissension. 

1.  Quarrel  between  Joseph  Smith  and  John  C.  Bennett 

2.  Bennett*s  expose. 

C.  The  Anti-Mormon  Press. 

1 •  The  Warsaw  Signal,  The  Sangamo  Journal ,  and  the 
Alton  Telegraph,  the  press  triangle  of  Anti- 
Mormonism. 

2.  The  crystallization  of  unfavorable  attitudes  by 
the  press. 

3.  The  nev/spaper  opposition  to  the  Mormons. 

The  approaching  conflict. 

A.  The  sentiments  of  both  Mormon  and  Anti-Mormon  groups 

1.  The  Mormons  fearing  its  consequences. 

2.  The  Anti-Mormons  desiring  its  precipitation. 

B.  The  yoke  of  Mormonism  on  members  of  the  sect. 

1.  The  oppressing  of  the  saints  by  their  church  and 
prophet. 

2.  The  secret  introducing  of  the  spiritual  wife 
doctrine. 

C.  Important  schism  in  the  church. 


6.) 


1.  Founding  of  the  Nauvoo  Expositor t  the  apostate 
newspaper. 

2.  The  destroying  of  the  Expositor  by  order  of  the 
prophet. 

D.  The  crisis. 

1.  Mobilizing  of  both  Mormon  and  Anti-Mormon  forces 
for  the  conflict. 

2.  The  arresting  of  the  Smiths. 

3.  The  mobbing  of  the  prophet  and  his  brother,  Hyrum 
Smith,  in  the  Carthage  jail. 

4.  The  reign  of  fear  in  Hancock  county. 

V.  The  conflict. 

A.  A  series  of  disturbances  in  Hancock  county  culminating 
in  the  Mormon  war. 

1.  The  acquitting  of  the  murderers  of  the  Smith 
brothers. 

2.  The  growing  attitude  of  expulsion  by  force,  if 
necessary. 

i 

B.  The  Mormon  war. 

1.  The  spilling  of  the  first  blood. 

2.  The  opening  of  hostilities. 

3.  The  incendiary  acts  of  Anti-Mormons, 

4.  The  compromise  -  the  Mormons  leaving  Illinois. 

VI.  The  expulsion. 

A.  The  fear  that  the  Mormons  would  not  fulfil  their 
agreement. 

1.  The  holding  of  Anti-Mormon  meetings  for  Mormon 


removal. 
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2.  The  Carthage  convention* 

B*  The  emigrating  for  west  of  the  main  body  of  the 
church  under  the  leadership  of  Brigham  Young* 

1.  The  fear  of  the  remaining  Mormons. 

C*  Renewing  of  open  warfare. 

1.  The  fleeing  of  the  Mormon  remfcnftnt  from  the 
state . 

D.  The  erasing  of  Mormon  memories, 

1.  The  destroying  of  the  symbols  and  institutions 
of  the  sect. 

VII.  Conclusion. 

A.  Mormonisra  in  Illinois  represented: 

1.  A  cycle  of  sectarian  development. 

2.  The  development  of  unfavorable  attitudes  toward 
the  sect. 

3.  The  influence  of  press  propaganda  in  sectarian 
conflict. 

4.  The  dissolution  within  the  sect, 

5.  The  conflict  between  saint  and  gentile. 

6.  The  Mormon  expulsion  from  the  state. 


DEVELOPMENT  OP  ATTITUDES  IN  SECTARIAN  CONFLICT: 


A  STUDY  OF  MORMONISM  IN  ILLINOIS  IN  CONTEMPORARY 
NEWSPAPER  SOURCES. 

The  period  of  Mormonism  in  Illinois  (1839-1846)  presents 
an  opportunity  scarcely  duplicated  in  the  history  of  sec¬ 
tarian  groups  to  study  a  development  of  attitudes.  For  there 
are  fey/  places  where  a  sect  has  had  an  opportunity  to  tie  up 
its  religion  with  the  social,  political,  and  economic  institu¬ 
tions,  while  its  own  religion  was  yet  uninstitutionalized,  as 
did  the  Mormons  during  their  short  sojourn  in  Illinois. 

Mormonism  had  its  rise  as  suddenly  as  had  Mohammedanism 

and  its  appeal  had  proved  equally  as  enticing.  From  the  day 

%  , 

that  the  founder,  Joseph  Smith,  Jr.,  had  the  vision  that  he  was 
the  prophet  of  Mormonism,  there  were  those  to  follow  him;  al¬ 
most  as  soon  there  were  those  to  persecute  him  and  his 
followers.  The  story  of  the  rise  of  Mormonism  is  marked  by 
persecutions  and  emigrations  from  place  to  place.  From  its 

cradle  at  Palmyra,  New  York,  the  sect  followed  its  leader  to 
T 

Kirkland,  Ohio,  only  to  be  persecuted  more  severely.  The 
prophet  strove  to  free  the  sect  from  further  persecutions  by 
selecting  a  region  in  Y/estern  Missouri,  where  it  might  have 
both  spatial  and  social  isolation.  This  was  the  place  which 
the  prophet  told  his  followers  was  to  be  their  inheritance, 
for  the  new  stake  of  Zion.  The  Lord,  he  claimed,  had  revealed 
to  him  by  holy  prophecy  that  this  place  was  the  spot  for  the 
establishment  of  His  Kingdom,  and  the  land  was  to  be  procured 
by  "purchase  or  blood."  But  persecution  was  not  avoided  by 


' 


this  migration  into  Missouri.  In  less  than  eight  years, 
bitter  warfare  was  waged  against  the  Mormons  in  their  new 
home. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  attitudes  of  the  people  of 
Illinois  toward  the  Mormons  before  their  spasmodic  exodus  from 
Missouri  into  this  state,  one  can  but  inaccurately  state.  The 
Mormon  sect  had  been  isolated  from  them,  separated  by  hundreds 
of  miles  of  territory,  except  for  an  occasional  Mormon  immigrant 
or  missionary.  In  fact,  the  sect  was  so  far  removed  as  to 
present  little  more  than  a  half -real  religious  group.  Conse¬ 
quently,  no  well  defined  emotional  attitudes  or  feelings 
expressed  themselves  either  in  favor  of  or  opposition  to  the 
Mormons  prior  to  the  conflict  in  Missouri  during  1838-1839. 

Practically  all  that  was  known  about  the  Mormons  came 
through  local  newspapers  of  small  circulation.  When  the  con¬ 
flict  between  saint  and  gentile  arose  in  Missouri,  the  press 
took  it  up,  and  week  by  week  the  Illinois  newspapers  became 
filled  more  and  more  with  accounts  of  Mormon  persecutions.  At 

t 

once  a  sympathetic  attitude  toward  the  Mormons  expressed  it¬ 
self  in  these  newspapers.  It  is  almost  needless  to  say  that 
this  attitude  prepared  the  way  for  the  introduction  of 
Mormonism  into  Illinois.  Public  opinion  became  extremely 
sentimental  and  ultra-sympathetic.  The  prestige  of  the  sect 
was  raised  as  a  result  long  before  its  arrival.  There  seems 
to  have  been  no  trace  of  antagonism  on  the  part  of  the  Illinois 
press  to  loY/er  this  prestige. 

The  conflict  which  resulted  in  Missouri  was  to  be  expected. 


. 


It  w as  fundamentally  the  same  as  other  sectarian  clashes, 
which  are  in  opposition  to  the  laws  of  the  state.  It  was 
brought  about  by  the  social  contact  of  the  t?;o  groups,  with 
neither  attempting  any  accommodation  to  the  habits  or  institu¬ 
tions  of  the  other,  with  friction  resulting  each  time  of 
contact.  Consequently,  the  social  isolation  of  the  Mormons 
increased.  Hatred  toward  the  Mormons  was  an  early  development 
on  the  part  of  the  Missouri  populace;  almost  as  soon,  the  sect 
developed  bitter  prejudice  and  opposition  to  the  institutions 
and  laws  of  Missouri.  At  first,  the  highly  unified  forces  of 
the  Mormons  appeared  much  stronger  than  those  of  the  gentiles, 
and  for  a  time  the  sect  reigned  supreme  in  Western  Missouri. 
But  soon  the  gentile  group  appealed  to  executive  authority  for 
help  in  their  behalf.  Lilburn  W.  Boggs,  Governor  of  Missouri, 
Issued  a  proclamation  declaring  martial  law  in  the  counties  of 
Mormon  occupancy  and  sent  the  state  militia  to  quell  the  dis¬ 
order.  So  intense  was  the  feeling  and  so  bitter  the  hatred 
toward  the  Mormons,  that  Missouri  was  not  to  be  satisfied  by 

t 

simply  overpowering  the  sect,  but  was  determined,  also,  that 
the  curse  of  Mormonism  should  be  removed  forever  from  the 
state.  At  the  peak  of  conflict,  Governor  Boggs  issued  the 
proclamation  that  the  Mormons  should  be  driven  from  the  state 
and,  if  possible,  exterminated.  There  could  be  but  one  answer 
a  compromise.  A  truce  was  reached  whereby  the  Mormons  were  to 
leave  the  state  immediately,  while  their  leaders  were  to  be 
detained  in  prison,  awaiting  their  trials  for  crime  by  the 


courts  of  Missouri. 


The  disposition  of  the  captured  Mormons  presented  a 
grave  problem,  since  as  a  people  they  were  generally  poor 
and  had  little  means,  except  their  stock  and  crops,  to  pre¬ 
serve  them  from  starvation.  Scores  of  Mormons  had  left  the 

state  in  all  directions  at  the  crisis  of  the  Missouri  episode, 

1 

while  the  remainder  Y/ere  herded  from  the  state  by  the  militia. 


1.  The  proposition  -  so  it  is  given  out  -  is  to  remove 
them  from  the  state.  Who  will  advance  the  funds  of 
wherewith  to  consumate  such  a  measure?  And  where  shall 
they  be  sent?  Their  numbers  exceed  five  thousand  men, 
v/omen  and  children!  Are  these  5,000  people  -  without 
any  means  and  literally  beggars  -  to  be  thrust  upon  the 
charity  of  Illinois,  Iowa  or  Wisconsin? 

QUINCY  WHIG  Vol .  1  -  No.  29  -  p.  2.  Quincy,  Illinois, 
Nov.  17,  1838.  By  Bartlett  &  Sullivan. 


Just  why  the  Mormons  selected  Illinois  as  a  future  zion 
is  uncertain.  Perhaps  the  fact  that  Illinois  had  been  more 
favorable  to  their  cause  than  any  other  state  may  be  assigned 
as  a  reason  of  first  importance.  At  any  rate,  the  main  body 
of  the  sect  emigrated  eastward,  joining  a  small  remnant  of 
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their  church  in  Quincy,  Illinois,  in  February,  1839.  Thousands 
of  beggarly  men,  women,  and  children  -  the  aged,  infirm,  and 
new-born  alike,  crossed  the  Mississippi  river,  which  was  filled 
with  floating  ice,  and  poured  into  the  little  town  on  its  bank. 
In  a  few  days  the  population  of  Quincy  doubled  many  times.  The 
novelty  of  the  situation  can  best  be  expressed  by  the  events 
that  followed  as  a  result  of  the  influence  of  this  group. 

No  group  could  have  been  more  cordially  welcomed  into  an 
established  community  than  was  the  Mormon  sect.  The  attitude 


. 


12* 


was  one  of  deep  compassion  and  sympathy.  The  little  city  of 
Quincy  immediately  raised  funds  and  collected  clothing  and 
provisions  for  the  destitute  refugees.  It  assured  the  re¬ 
fugees  that  they  might  stay  as  long  as  they  desired.  The 
attitude  of  the  people  of  Illinois  toward  the  nev/comers  was 
essentially  paternalistic. 

But  there  was  at  least  one  factor  lacking  in  the  new 
situation  and  that  was  a  frontier.  Sectarianism  must  have  a 
certain  amount  of  spatial  isolation  in  order  to  root  itself 
firmly  enough  to  withstand  the  onslaughts  of  outward  agression, 
Illinois,  even  at  this  early  stage  of  development,  had  a  well 
organized  community  and  cultural  life.  The  steamboats  on  the 
Mississippi  river  were  fast  converting  Western  Illinois  into 
an  industrial  area  leaving  little  territory  untouched  by  its 
influence. 

As  soon  as  the  Mormon  leaders  had  made  their  escape  from 
Missouri,  a  new  "Stake  of  Zion"  was  sought.  The  prophet, 

Joseph  Smith,  purchased  land  in  Iowa,  beyond  the  Des  Moines 

•  t 

river,  in  the  little  village  of  Keokuk;  he  purchased  still 
more  at  Montrose,  Iowa,  farther  north  on  the  Mississippi,  and 
directly  across  at  the  little  French  village  of  Commerce, 
Illinois.  Just  why  the  prophet  chose  the  latter  site  to  estab¬ 
lish  his  new  holy  city,  is  somewhat  a  question.  No  doubt,  the 

hospitality  of  Illinois  as  well  as  the  natural  barrier  of  the 
Mississippi  river  to  protect  them  from  their  enemies  in 
Missouri  was  partly  responsible. 

No  sooner  had  Joseph  Smith  decreed  that  Commerce,  Illinois, 
(which  was  shortly  after  renamed  Nauvoo)  should  be  the  new 


city  of  zion  of  Mormonism,  than  word  was  dispatched  to  the 
saints  everywhere,  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  to  emigrate  to 
Nauvoo.  Missionaries  were  sent  to  England  to  make  more  con¬ 
verts  to  the  religion  and  as  fast  as  possible  to  send  them  to 
zion.  Not  only  were  converts  needed  but  their  material  pos¬ 
sessions  even  more  so.  The  scattering  Mormons  in  the  states 
bordering  Illinois,  soon  began  arriving  at  Nauvoo.  The 
following  year  (1840),  there  was  a  constant  influx  of  converts 
from  the  east  and  from  England.  This  influx  was  slow  at  first, 
becoming  greatly  intensified  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
period  1840-1844.  Nauvoo  grew  like  a  mushroom  over  night  - 
from  a  trader* s  village  of  less  than  a  half  dozen  houses  to 
the  first  city  in  Illinois  in  point  of  population  in  the  short 
space  of  four  years.  It  was  pointed  to  with  pride  by  the 
citizens  of  Illinois,  The  sect  in  general  was  considered  hard 
working  and  industrious,  though  a  bit  fanatical  along  religious 
lines. 

The  Mormons  always  had  been  considered  as  "gone  to  seed" 
on  temple  building,  and  they  repeated  the  same  process  in 
Illinois.  Almost  as  soon  as  the  new  zion  was  selected,  the 
building  of  another  temple  was  begun.  During  the  month  of 
April,  1841,  the  cornerstone  was  laid  for  the  new  temple  at 
Nauvoo,  which  was  to  be  the  most  magnificent  of  all  the 
structures  they  had  built.  Joseph  Smith  issued  a  proclamation 
that  all  latter  day  saints  should  hasten  to  zion  in  order  to 
complete  the  temple  as  quickly  as  possible,  at  which  time,  the 


. 


'•saved"  were  to  receive  their  endowments.  The  new  temple 

with  its  gold  spire  towering  toward  the  sky,  Y/as  the  symbol 

of  the  sect's  renewed  faith  in  Mormonism  and  their  leader, 

2 

Jo  Smith. 


2.  Let  all  my  saints  come  from  afar,  and  send  ye  swift 
messengers,  yea,  chosen  messengers,  and  say  unto  them: 
"Come  ye  with  all  your  gold  and  your  silver  and  your 
precious  stones,  and  with  all  your  antiqu. ities,  and  with 
all  who  have  knowledge  of  antiquities,  that  will  come, 
may  come:  and  bring  the  box- tree  and  the  fir-tree  and 
the  pine-tree,  together  with  all  the  precious  zinc  and 
with  all  your  precious  things  of  the  earth,  and  build  a 
house  to  my  name  for  the  most  high  to  dwell  therein." 

cf.  "Times  and  Seasons,"  Jan.,  1841. 


The  political  situation  existing  in  Illinois  at  the  time 
of  the  arrival  of  the  sect  gave  the  coming  of  the  large  Mormon 
group  artificial  significance.  There  was  a  balance  of  power 
between  the  two  major  political  parties  (whig  and  democrat) 
and  consequently  the  votes  of  the  newcomers  were  courted  by 
both  political  parties.  It  is  quite  apparent  that  the  Mormons 
did  not  especially  repel  this  attention;  on  the  contrary,  they 
seem  to  have  accepted  it  favorably.  Having  been  persecuted 
almost  constantly  from  the  birth  of  their  faith,  having  been 
driven  from  place  to  place  by  the  gentiles,  they  were  anxious 
to  get  enough  political  control  for  their  own  protection.  To 
the  sect,  the  enticements  of  flattering  politicians  were  a 
god- send,  from  which  they  were  to  receive  many  temporal  benefits. 

The  first  imnortant  favor  to  be  bestowed  on  the  Mormon  sect 
was  a  special  charter  for  the  city  of  Nauvoo,  incorporated  in 
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February,  1841,  This  charter,  in  essence,  gave  the  Mormons  a 
sovereign  city.  It  provided  for  a  municipal  court,  a  univer¬ 
sity,  and  a  militia.  Certainly,  not  much  more  could  have  been 
desired  had  they  been  planning  the  situation  themselves.  The 
municipal  court  gave  them  the  power  to  govern  themselves,  and 
to  try  their  own  cases  of  crime  and  misdemeanor;  the  univer¬ 
sity  assured  the  church  that  its  dogmas  and  doctrines  could  be 
more  easily  passed  on  to  its  children;  and  the  Nauvoo  Legion, 
maintained  at  the  expense  of  the  state,  was  a  splendid  means 
of  protection  against  possible  outward  aggression.  Just  how 
aware  the  legislators  v;e re  of  the  extent  of  the  powers  they 
had  given  the  sect  is  a  matter  of  doubt.  Neither  political 
party  seemed  to  have  any  fear  in  relinquishing  so  much  power 
to  the  sect,  for  each  had  a  feeling  that  it  would  be  favored 
in  return.  There  seems  to  have  been  no  doubt  as  to  the  Mormons’ 
conception  of  the  charter.  It  was  construed  by  them  as  meaning 
that  they  were  a  sovereign  people  under  the  leadership  of  their 
prophet,  Joseph  Smith,  within  their  own  holy  city,  Nauvoo  -  a 
feeling  that  they  never  outgrew,  even  after  their  charter  was 
withdrawn  and  forceful  expulsion  was  staring  them  in  the  face. 

The  Mormons,  with  their  special  charter,  presented  a  much 
more  perplexing  political  problem  to  both  parties  than  they  did 
before  this  act  of  favoritism,  because  it  enabled  them  to  be 
much  more  independent.  Joseph  Smith  had  ascended  to  the  peak 
of  most  of  the  avenues  of  leadership  in  the  city  government  - 
he  became  mayor  of  the  city,  head  of  the  municipal  court. 


chancellor  of  the  university,  and  lieutenant  general  of  the 
Nauvoo  Legion.  He  was  not  only  the  spiritual  leader  of  his 
people,  but  a  temporal  ruler.  With  all  of  this  prestige  he 
could  effectively  barter  for  political  privileges  with  either 
party,  and  it  is  apparent  that  in  the  years  to  follow  the 
Mormon  vote  fell  to  that  party  which  offered  most  for  it. 

From  the  first  election  in  1840,  the  Mormons  voted  as  a 
unit,  under  the  direction  of  their  prophet.  In  that  election, 
Nauvoo  went  whig  by  a  majority  of  410  votes.  It  was  only  a 
small  majority,  but  it  v;as  enough  to  convince  the  citizens 
of  Hancock  county  that  the  Mormons  were  a  political  force  that 
must  be  checked  or  they  would  control  every  successive  elec¬ 
tion.  This  fear  was  expressed  before  every  following  election 
To  meet  this  situation,  it  was  necessary  to  organize  a  new 
political  force  in  Hancock  county  which  was  neither  whig  nor 
democrat.  It  came  on  June  28,  1841  In  the  birth  of  the  Anti- 
Mormon  party,  just  prior  to  the  August  election  of  that  year. 
Its  formation  was  partly  the  result  of  fear  of  a  Mormon 
political  machine  as  well  as  of  the  desire  to  compete  success¬ 
fully  with  the  sect.  In  the  beginning  it  Was  not  necessarily 
vicious  in  purpose  although  It  rapidly  became  so  as  hostili¬ 
ties  increased  between  the  two  groups.  It  proved  to  be  the 
most  dynamic  factor  in  creating  antagonism  against  the  Mormons 

The  Missouri  conflict  was  never  forgotten  by  either  gen¬ 
tile  or  saint  during  the  latter’s  sojourn  in  Illinois.  For  a 
short  time,  there  was  a  lull  following  the  Missouri  exodus 
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(1839)  until  the  middle  of  July  (1840),  when  a  group  of  the 
saints  were  working  in  the  Mississippi  bottoms  opposite  Tully, 
Missouri.  A  group  of  Tully  citizens  were  out  searching  for 
some  of  their  property  which  had  been  stolen.  They  found 
some  of  the  stolen  articles  hidden  near  the  Mormons,  and  open¬ 
ly  accused  them  as  being  the  thieves.  The  latter  protested 
against  this  charge,  and  Governor  Carlin  of  Illinois,  demanded 
that  Missouri  give  up  the  authors  of  the  outrage.  The  Governor 
of  Missouri  promptly  responded  that  he  v/ould,  provided  that 
Illinois  gave  up  Joseph  Smith  and  Sidney  Rigdon,  as  runaway 
criminals  from  justice.  This,  Illinois  refused  to  do  and  the 
question  of  extradition  became  a  political  tangle  for  several 
years.  Y/hether  the  Mormons  had  stolen  the  property  of  not  is 
somewhat  of  a  question,  but  the  incident  put  the  stamp  of 
thievery  on  the  sect  in  Illinois  -  a  charge  that  had  been  made 
against  the  sect  in  its  other  places  of  abode  in  the  past.  The 
people  of  Illinois  never  forgot  this  incident  even  though  they 
were  favorable  toward  the  Mormons  at  the  time. 

t 

To  understand  better  the  situation  that  surrounded  the 
sect  while  in  Illinois,  it  is  necessary  to  understand  the 
political  and  geographical  area  in  ?;hich  they  were  included. 

Most  members  of  the  sect  were  located  in  Hancock  county,  in  and 
about  TTauvoo  which  lay  on  the  bank  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

A  few  miles  below  the  holy  city  of  Nauvoo  were  the  rapids  of  the 
Des  Moines;  consequently  all  river  transportation  began  and 
ended  there.  The  cross  roads  of  the  overland  traffic  centered 
at  the  western  edge  of  the  county  at  the  rapids  also.  It  was 
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the  period  of  the  steamboat  and  the  Mississippi  was  an 
important  commercial  highway.  With  this  flood  of  commerce, 
there  drifted  into  Hancock  county  a  metropolitan  type  of  people, 
many  of  questionable  character.  The  growth  of  the  city  of 
Nauvoo  y/ith  its  nev/  religion  attracted  many  of  these  adventure¬ 
some  folk.  Nauvoo  was  attractive  to  many  kinds  of  unconven¬ 
tional  or  unsocial  people.  The  growing  attitude  of  hostility 
of  the  native  non-Mormon  group  was  augmented  by  this  influx  of 
divergent  types. 

The  belief  that  the  Mormons  v/ere  thieves  spread  among  the 
citizens  of  Hancock  county,  especially  by  the  anti-Mormons. 
During  the  conflict  in  Missouri  the  sect  had  been  encouraged 
in  this  regard  by  the  prophet,  for  as  long  as  they  were  ac¬ 
quiring  anything  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  from  their  enemies, 
there  was  no  sin  attached  to  it.  The  supposition  is  that  when 
they  came  to  Illinois,  they  never  fully  quit  the  practice. 

Often,  as  the  gentile  traced  his  stolen  property  he  found  it 
in  Nauvoo,  or  found  that  its  trail  led  in  that  direction.  The 
opinion  soon  became  common  that  everything  that  was  stolen  had 
been  taken  by  the  Mormons,  and  that  all  the  Mormons  Y/ere 
thieves.  That  the  Mormons  did  do  some  stealing  is  an  indis¬ 
putable  fact,  but  the  amount  is  not  known.  It  is  certainly  not 
to  be  presumed  that  they  did  every  job  of  thievery  that  was 
committed  in  the  county.  It  might  be  assumed  that  since  the 
sect  had  been  driven  from  place  to  place  and  their  material 
possessions  plundered  or  left  behind,  they  were  more  given  to 
petty  thieving  than  y/ere  their  neighbors.  But  whether  they 
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did  actually  more  stealing  is  a  matter  of  speculation,  al- 

3 

though  they  received  most  of  the  blame. 


3.  Justice,  however,  requires  me  (Governor  Ford)  here 
to  say,  that  I  have  investigated  the  charge  of  promis¬ 
cuous  stealing,  and  find  it  greatly  exaggerated.  I 
could  not  ascertain  that  there  were  a  greater  proportion 
of  thieves  in  that  community  than  any  other  of  the  same 
number  of  inhabitants;  and  perhaps  if  the  city  of  Nauvoo 
were  compared  with  St.  Louis,  or  any  other  Yfestern  city, 
the  proportion  would  not  be  so  great.  I  think  it  very 
possible,  however,  that  the  Mormons  sometimes  erred  in 
protecting  members  of  their  community  from  prosecution 
and  punishment,  who  viere  accused  of  offences,  under  the 
belief  that  the  accusation  against  them,  was  a  persecu¬ 
tion  of  their  enemies  on  account  of  their  religion. 

From  Message  of  Governor  Ford  of  Illinois.  THE  Y/ARSAW 
SIGNAL.  New  Series,  No.  46,  Y/hole  No.  161,  p.  1.  Warsaw, 
Illinois,  Jan.  15,  1845.  Thos.  C.  Sharp. 


Up  to  this  point,  the  attitudes  toward  the  sect  were  some¬ 
what  intangible.  That  is  to  say,  the  conceptions  that  were 
formed  of  Mormonism  had  been  largely  the  result  of  contacts 
from  without  rather  than  of  intimate  inside  contacts.  But  out 
of  the  hodge-podge  of  converts  that  fell  down  before  the  pro- 
phet  to  take  on  the  cloak  of  Mormonism,  there  wia3  one  John  C. 
Bennett,  who  palmed  himself  on  the  sect  as  a  man  of  letters, 
and  soon  was  taken  into  the  confidence  of  the  prophet  and 
elevated  to  a  position  next  him.  But  the  relationship  did  not 
last  long,  as  a  quarrel  developed  between  them,  and  the  prophet 
suspended  him  from  the  church.  Just  what  caused  the  difficulty 
is  unknown,  but  Bennett  was  stripped  of  the  spiritual  and 
temporal  dignity  that  had  been  bestowed  so  generously  upon  him. 

Embittered  by  this  act  of  the  prophet,  Bennett  proceeded 
to  expose  him  as  well  as  the  institution  of  Mormonism.  It  i3 
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significant  that  a  great  deal  of  the  expose  substantiated  the 
accusations  and  suspicions  of  the  Mormon  antagonists.  In 
addition,  Bennett  ’’shouted  from  the  housetops”  the  spiritual 

wife  doctrine  which  had  been  inculcated  into  the  Mormon 

v 

creed  a  short  time  bef oretTlimited  to  the  elders  of  the  church. 

A 

The  part  of  Bennett's  expose  that  proved  ever  more  disastrous 
to  the  Mormons  was  the  implication  of  Jo  Smith  and  0.  P. 

Rockwell  in  the  assassination  of  Ex-Governor  Boggs  of  Missouri. 

Perhaps  no  other  single  event  brought  about  more  criti¬ 
cism  of  the  Mormons  than  did  the  shooting  of  Boggs  in 
Missouri.  It  came  at  a  very  critical  time,  too,  since  the 
saints  had  for  several  months  preceding  been  eyed  with  suspicion 
in  relation  to  numerous  stealings  and  acts  of  depredation  in 
the  county.  There  had  naturally  been  some  suspicion  about  the 
felony,  since  Boggs  was  Governor  of  Missouri  at  the  time  of 
the  Mormon  expulsion  from  that  state.  But  it  was  not  taken 
seriously  until  Bennett  had  written  his  letters  of  accusation 
to  the  Sangamo  Journal  at  Springfield,  charging  the  prophet 

i 

Smith  with  being  an  accomplice,  and  0.  P.  Rockwell  with  com¬ 
mission  of  the  act.  To  make  the  situation  ever  more  indicting, 
the  prophet  had  previously  prophesied  the  death  of  Ex-Governor 
Boggs  by  some  violent  means.  Smith  and  Rockwell  were  arrested 
after  several  attempts,  but  each  refused  to  be  tried  by  any 
court  other  than  the  municipal  court  of  Nauvoo.  This  court 
found  them  not  guilty,  and  each  succeeding  time  that  an  effort 
was  made  to  connect  them  w ith  the  crime,  they  were  acquitted. 
This  affair  created  many  issues  in  political  circles  and  turned 
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many  against  the  sect.  People  viere  challenged  by  the  fact 

that  the  court  of  Nauvoo  superseded  the  highest  tribunal  of 
4 

Illinois. 


4.  In  accordance  with  your  request  I  (John  C.  Bennett) 
now  proceed  to  give  you  some  account  of  the  attempt  on 
the  life  of  Ex-Governor  Boggs,  of  Missouri. 

Joseph  Smith,  the  Mormon  prophet,  in  a  public  con¬ 
gregation  in  Nauvoo,  last  season,  (1841),  prophecied  (sic) 
that  Lilburn  W.  Boggs,  Ex- Governor  of  Missouri,  should 
die  by  violent  hands  within  a  year.  Mr.  C.  S.  Hamilton, 
of  Carthage,  Illinois  stated  in  my  presence,  and  in  the 
presence  of  several  other  gentlemen,  at  the  tavern  house 
of  Mr.  Robinson  in  Warsaw,  Illinois,  on  Sunday,  the  10th 
inst.,  that  he  was  present  and  heard  the  prophecy;  I  was 
likewise  present,  as  were  many  thousand  people,  and 
heard  the  prediction.  The  faithful ,  however,  will  deny 
this,  in  order  to  save  "THE  LORD'S  ANNOINTED,"  as  Joe 
Smith  is  called,  from  merited  punishment. 

In  the  spring  of  1842,  Smith  offered  a  reward  of  five 
hundred  dollars  to  any  man  that  would  kill  Boggs.  I 
heard  the  offer  made  to  some  of  the  Danites,  and  told 
Smith  that  is  he  persisted  in  such  a  course,  it  would  re¬ 
sult  in  his  ruin.  Mr.  Jonathan  Clark,  of  Hancock  county, 
Illinois,  stated  in  Carthage  on  the  6th  inst.,  in  the 
presence  of  Dr.  Thomas  L.  Barnes,  Jonas  Hobart,  myself 
and  others,  that  Mr.  Taylor,  an  English  emigrant  told 
him  that  he  heard  Smith  make  the  same  offer  and  that  he 
(Taylor)  had,  in  consequence  thereof  apostatized,  and 
written  home  to  his  friends  in  Europe  detailing  the  hor¬ 
rible  facts. 


Mr.  0.  P.  Rockwell  left  Nauvoo  from  one  to  two  months 
prior  to  the  attempted  assassination  of  Governor  Boggs, 
told  Orson  Pratt,  and  wife  that  he  (Rockwell)  had  been 
In  Ecggs'  neighborhood,  in  Missouri,  and  had  had  the 
honor  of  standing  on  the  corner  or  Temple  lot  in  Independ¬ 
ence  -  and  returned  to  Nauvoo  the  day  before  the  report 
oT~The  attempted  assassination  reached  there  -  said  he 
came  down  the  Missouri  river  to  the  Mississippi,  then 
do wn  to  St.  Louis,  then  up  to  Nauvoo,  etc.  etc.  At  that 
time  the  "Nauvoo  Wasp"  declared,  "It  remains  to  be  known 
who  did  the  NOBLE  DEED."  The  Wasp  was,  and  is  yet, 
edited  by  WM.  SMITH,  brother  to  the  prophet. 


Some  weeks 


after  Rockwell 


left 


Nauvoo', ’  T'  asked 


Smith 
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PRnPKPnv  uad,?£ne‘  .  "fo.ne » "  said  he,  "Gone  to  fulfil 
PROPHECY,  with  a  significant  nod,  giving  me  to  under- 

stand  that  he  had  gone  to  fulfil  his  predictions  in 
relation  to  the  violent  death  of  Boggs. 


SANGAMO  JOURNAL,  Vol.  10,  No.  48,  p. 
Springfield,  Illinois,  July  22,  1842. 
Editor. 


2.  Whole  No. 
S.  Francis, 
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In  Hancock  county,  there  was  one  institution  that  strove 
against  Mormonism  and  its  prophet  -  that  was  the  Warsaw  Signal, 
a  newspaper  published  by  a  capable  but  fiery  editor,  Thomas 
Sharp.  It  was  decidedly  anti-Mormon,  biased  and  prejudiced 
in  the  extreme.  And  it  lost  no  time  in  coming  to  the  support 
of  the  Anti-Mormon  party.  From  its  earliest  publication  in 
1841  to  the  exodus  of  the  sect  from  the  state,  it  kept  up  a 
constant  bombardment  of  propaganda  against  Mormonism.  For  a 
few  months  during  this  period  (October  1,  1843  to  March  1, 

1844)  the  paper  was  known  as  the  Warsaw  Message  and  was 
edited  by  a  brother- in-la?)  of  Sharp's,  Thomas  Gregg,  who  was 

as  radically  opposed  to  the  sect  and  its  religion  as  was  the 
former. 

The  Warsaw  Signal  with  two  other  newspapers,  the  Sangamo 
Journal  at  Springfield  and  the  Alton  Telegraph  at  Alton,  formed 
a  press  triangle  that  ,rwent  to  seed1*  on  Mormon  propaganda. 

The  Journal  was  radically  prejudiced  against  the  sect,  while 
graph ,  though  not  necessarily  extremely  opposed  to 
Mormonism,  thrived  on  Mormon  scandal.  These  papers  might  be 
termed  the  source  papers  opposing  Mormonism,  with  the  Warsaw 
Signal  leading  the  list. 


It  is  therefore  a  significant  fact  in  relation  to  the 
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non-Mormon  press,  that  some  three  or  four  anti-Mormon  papers 
shaped  public  opinion  against  the  Mormons  in  Illinois.  Y/ith- 
out  doubt,  most  of  the  editors  of  Illinois  papers  realized 
that  the  Warsaw  Signal,  Sangamo  Journal,  and  Alton  Telegraph, 
were  ultra-radical  papers,  yet  they  allowed  that  propaganda 
to  filter  through  their  columns.  The  public  was  virtually  fed 
on  biased  radicalism  which  was  largely  accepted  as  authentic 
regardless  of  its  factual  content.  The  non-Mormon  individual 
cannot  be  critized  too  severely  since,  oftentimes,  this  was 
the  only  method  by  which  he  was  able  to  make  contact  with  the 
sect. 

But  it  should  not  be  assumed  that  only  a  few  newspapers 
opposed  the  Mormons  just  prior  to  the  conflict  that  resulted 
in  their  forcible  expulsion  from  the  state.  At  first  the 
press  was  overwhelmingly  in  their  favor;  however,  toward  the 
end  of  their  sojourn  it  was  preponderantly  against  them,  yet 
not  to  the  extent  of  driving  them  from  the  state,  but  opposed 
to  their  practices,  ideals  and  religious  conceptions.  Many 
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recognized  the  inalienable  rights  of  the  Mormons  as  citizens 
of  Illinois,  but  as  a  people  they  hated  them  viciously.  The 
gentiles  were  willing  that  the  Mormons  should  be  treated  fair¬ 
ly  so  long  as  they  remained  good  citizens.  The  chief  import¬ 
ance  of  the  newspaper  in  the  development  of  unfavorable 
attitudes  was  its  crystallization  of  the  opinions  of  each 
group. 

Before  1844,  there  were  two  well  defined  groups  in  western 
Illinois  with  their  nuclei  in  Hancock  county,  who  were 


diametrically  opposed  to  each  other:  The  Mormon  sect  at 
Nauvoo  who  deemed  themselves  superior  by  divine  prophecy,  and 
the  Anti-Mormon  group  w ho  were  opposed  to  Mormonism  or  any¬ 
thing  it  favored.  The  Mormons  used  as  their  official  organ 
the  publication  of  the  church.  The  Nauvoo  Times  and  Seasons, 
while  the  Anti-Mormons  made  their  headquarters  against 
Mormonism  in  Y/arsaw,  using  the  Warsaw  Signal  to  disseminate 
their  propaganda.  Stealing  and  lawlessness  continued  in  Han¬ 
cock  county  and  the  Mormons  got  the  blame.  The  Mormons  on  the 
other  hand,  claimed  that  the  Anti-Mormons  were  discriminating 
against  them  and  persecuting  them  because  of  their  religion. 
The  Mormons  accused  Thomas  Sharp,  editor  of  the  Warsaw  Signal, 
of  publishing  in  his  ’’filthy  scandal  sheet”  base  lies  which 
brought  vicious  mistreatment  to  members  of  their  sect//,  and 
they  threatened  to  exterminate  him  and  his  newspaper  plant. 
However,  the  Mormons  could  hold  their  own  politically  because 
of  their  numbers.  They  controlled  the  elections  in  Hancock 
county  and  their  influence  was  felt  throughout  the  state. 
Mormon  candidates  were  filling  numerous  county  and  state  offi¬ 
ces,  much  to  the  disgust  of  the  Anti-Mormon  party.  Mormons 
accused  of  theft  were  tried  in  the  Nauvoo  mucicipal  court  in¬ 
stead  of  in  the  circuit  court  at  Carthage,  and  there  was  littl 
hope  that  a  Mormon  jury  would  find  a  Mormon  defendant  guilty. 
To  add  injury  to  insult,  the  gentile  would  perhaps  be  ’’milked 
for  the  costs”  before  he  left  the  court  room. 

The  feeling  was  inevitable  that  conflict  was  approaching. 
The  Anti-Mormons  advocated  it,  while  the  Mormons  did  not  es- 


pecially  desire  it.  The  Mormons  had  not  forgotten  the  brutal 
tragedy  that  took  place  at  the  hands  of  a  gentile  group,  yet 
they  were  v/illing  to  fight  for  their  rights  if  necessary.  The 
Anti-Mormons  seemed  much  more  receptive  to  conflict  since 
they  felt  that  it  would  give  them  a  chance  to  redress  their 
grievances  and  bring  the  unruly  sect  into  subjection.  Y/ith 
both  forces  feady,  there  was  lacking  only  a  precipitating 
event.  This  event  was  in  preparation  in  Uauvool 

Joseph  Smith  had  reached  the  height  of  his  career.  Early 
in  the  year  of  1844,  he  announced  his  candidacy  for  the  presi¬ 
dency  of  the  United  States.  Many  in  the  church  at  Nauvoo  began 
to  wail  against  the  tyranny  of  his  iron  hand.  They  claimed 
that  the  prophet  and  the  church  elders  were  living  off  the 
penury  of  the  sect,  whose  members  viere  going  about  in  rags, 
half-starved.  The  building  of  the  temple,  in  v;hich  the  in¬ 
dividual  members  had  placed  their  eternal  hopes  for  a  temporal 
reward,  was  proving  a  tireless  burden  to  them.  It  took  from 
them  one  day  in  ten  for  labor  and  all  the  material  gain  they 
could  bring  together  to  pay  their  tithes,  while  the  temple 
was  still  unfinished  after  four  years  of  time.  Who  was  reap¬ 
ing  the  spoils  of  this  penury?  was  an  oft  repeated  question. 

About  this  time,  the • spiritual  wife  doctrine  was  intro¬ 
duced  secretly  into  the  church,  the  prophet  waiting  for  a  more 
convenient  season  to  introduce  it  to  the  laymen.  It  lifted 
the  bans  of  monogamy  and  provided  for  several  wives  or  concubi¬ 
nes.  This  doctrine  proved  especially  obnoxious  to  some  of  the 
prominent  leaders  in  the  church,  although  it  was  part  of  the 


church"  creed. 
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There  was  a  great  deal  of  social  unrest  among  the  fol¬ 
lowers  of  Mormonism  in  Nauvoo,  but  most  of  them  feared  the 
consequences  if  they  should  openly  dissent  -  the  power  of  Jo 
Smith  was  lay/.  But  the  Higbees,  Lav/s,  and  Fosters,  promi¬ 
nent  leaders  in  the  church,  became  incensed  by  the  ex¬ 
ploitative  behavior  of  the  prophet  and  the  introduction  of  the 
plurality-of -wives  doctrine  into  the  church.  As  a  result, 
there  was  a  schism,  and  a  new  church  was  organized.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  a  newspaper  was  started,  known  as  the  Nauvoo  Expositor, 
to  expose  the  Mormon  prophet  and  his  elders,  who  had  brought 
the  church  into  corruption.  The  paper  was  short  lived.  As 
soon  as  the  first  issue  appeared,  the  city  council  of  Nauvoo 
met  by  order  of  their  mayor  and  prophet,  Joseph  Smith,  and 
declared  the  paper  a  nuisance;  the  establishment  was  ordered 
destroyed  and  the  type  thrown  into  the  street.  This  radical 
action  caused  the  apostates  to  flee  for  their  lives  beyond  the 
prophet’s  authority. 

Nauvoo  was  promptly  put  under  martial  law  by  Joseph 
Smith  and  the  Nauvoo  Legion  summoned  to  protect  him  in  case 
of  arrest  and  the  city  from  outside  agression.  Messengers 
were  dispatched  to  the  brethern  over  the  county  to  congregate 
in  the  holy  city  in  case  of  attack  by  the  gentiles. 

Meanwhile,  the  ov/ners  of  the  Expositor  made  their  way  to 
Warsaw,  for  protection  and  aid  in  their  cause.  They  were  not 
long  in  stirring  up  public  sentiment  in  their  behalf,  for  the 
community  of  Warsaw  had  been  long  a  hot-bed  of  rebellion  against 
the  saints.  Other  points  in  the  county  were  mobilizing  forces 


to  v/age  war  when  the  attack  began.  Governor  Ford  v; as 
appealed  to  in  order  that  the  conflict  might  be  abated,  and 
he  immediately  issued  a  proclamation  putting  Hancock  county 
under  military  rule  and  sent  an  army  to  quell  the  disorder. 

He  even  left  his  executive  duties  to  see  that  the  conflict 
should  not  take  place.  When  he  reached  Carthage,  (the  county 
seat  of  Hancock  county),  he  found  the  armies  of  the  Anti- 
Mormons  fast  assembling  and  drilling  for  the  fray.  Immediate¬ 
ly  he  sent  envoys  to  Nauvoo  demanding  that  Joe  and  Hyrum  Smith 
submit  to  the  law  and  be  placed  under  arrest  on  a  charge  of 
riot,  and,  at  the  same  time  pledging  them  protection.  This 
they  did  and  were  incarcerated  in  the  Hancock  county  jail 
awaiting  trial.  But  the  method  that  the  governor  used  to 
take  care  of  the  Mormon  rulers  incensed  the  assembled  mob 
armies,  for  instead  of  being  treated  prisoner  fashion,  the 
governor  treated  the  Smiths  as  guests  of  honor  as  he  reviewed 
the  armies  assembled,  while  the  recruits  scoffed  at  their 
majesty’s  breach  of  good  judgment.  Instead  of  being  lodged  in 
the  cell  room  of  the  jail,  they  were  given  a  private  room  in 
the  jailor’s  compartment,  and  fire  arms  in  case  they  needed 
them.  The  governor’s  next  move  was  to  disperse  the  assembled 
armies  of  Anti-Mormons  to  their  respective  homes.  This  was  a 
disappointment  to  them  for  they  had  assembled  for  war,  and 
their  feelings  had  been  aroused  to  such  a  point  that  they  were 
not  to  be  denied.  No  sooner  had  the  armies  disbanded,  that! 
the  governor  and  his  attendants  went  to  Nauvoo  to  ask  the 
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Mormons  to  lay  dovn  their  arms.  It  is  supposed  that  part  of 
the  Warsaw  regiment  joined  a  mob  on  the  prairie  west  of 
Carthage  and  returned,  stormed  the  jail,  which  was  inadequate¬ 
ly  guarded  by  the  Carthage  Greys,  and  killed  both  Joseph  and 
Hyrum  Smith. 

In  the  killing  of  the  Smith  brothers,  the  Anti-Mormons 
had  taken  from  the  Mormons  that  which  they  prized  above  their 
own  lives-their  prophet.  Pandemonium  ruled  the  county.  The 
Anti-Mormons  feared  a  massacre  to  avenge  the  prophet’s  death 
and  made  all  haste  to  leave  the  county.  Those  at  Carthage 
and  Augusta  fled  eastward  often  forgetting  to  take  along  mem¬ 
bers  of  their  own  families,  so  great  was  their  excitement.  The 
people  of  Y/arsaw  and  vicinity  fled  westward  across  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  river  into  Missouri,  fearing  that  their  own  city  would 
be  the  first  to  be  attacked  by  the  Mormons  and  that  they 
would  be  annihilated  with  it.  But  the  Mormons  did  not  attack 
for  they  feared  that  the  mob  that  slew  their  prophet  in  the 
Carthage  jail  would  continue  its  march  to  Nauvoo  to  destroy 
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them  and  their  city.  They  fled  frantically  to  Iowa  Territory. 
Even  the  governor,  who  had  so  boldly  marched  into  Hancock 
county  fled  with  his  attendants  to  Quincy,  without  leaving  any 
orders  to  his  own  militia,  fearing  a  general  slaughter  by  the 
Mormons.  It  was  a  deserted  Hancock  county  that  night  of 
June  27,  1844.  Next  morning  many  of  both  sides  returned  to 
find  their  property  undestroyed  and  their  fears  unfounded. 

The  strife  was  not  over,  however.  During  the  next  two 
and  one-half  years  (1844-1846),  there  was  a  succession  of 
disturbances  in  Hancock  county.  The  killing  of  the  Smiths 


seemed  to  calm  the  emotions  of  both  groups  at  first,  but 
fear  began  to  express  itself  again  in  the  form  of  public 
meetings,  open  demonstrations,  stealings,  and  outrages.  The 
governor  was  compelled  to  keep  an  armed  militia  in  the  county 
during  most  of  the  time.  Each  group  feared  the  other  and 
struck  whenever  it  caught  the  opponent  off  guard. 

Ytfhen  the  circuit  court  assembled  in  Carthage  in  October, 
1844,  those  indicted  for  the  Smith  murder  were  tried  to  the 
number  of  seventy  persons,  in  a  farcical  trial.  The  outcome 

was  as  unethical  as  the  results  of  the  trials  in  the  munici- 
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pal  court  at  Nauvoo.  All  were  acquitted!  This  act  of 
injustice  seemed  to  add  new  fuel  to  the  Anti-Mormon  flame. 
Feeling  was  fast  becoming  stronger  to  remove  the  Mormons  from 
the  state.  It  is  significant  that  before  the  conflict  began, 
the  Anti-Mormons  would  have  been  satisfied  in  bringing  the 
Mormons  into  subjection,  but  now  their  attitude  had  become  so 
extreme  that  it  could  be  satisfied  by  no  less  than  expulsion. 
And  as  this  attitude  developed,  it  demanded  expulsion  by  force 
if  need  b£l 

The  necessity  of  a  Mormon  exodus  from  Illinois  was  coming 
to  be  realized  by  saint  as  well  as  gentile.  The  Mormons  were 
reluctant  to  go,  leaving  their  labors  behind,  yet  they  feared 
a  situation  like  that  disastrous  earlier  one  in  Missouri.  The 
gentiles,  knowing  that  the  Mormons  had  caused  trouble  in 
every  place  they  had  lived,  believed  that  they  would  continue 
to  cause  trouble  so  long  as  they  or  any  remnant  of  their  sect 
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remained  in  Illinois.  Moreover,  the  gentiles  felt  that  they 
had  a  prior  claim  as  "old  citizens"  on  the  territory  in 
western  Illinois  in  which  the  Mormons  resided.  From  their 

angle,  there  was  no  way  out  but  through  forcible  expulsion  of 

% 

the  Mormons. 

The  armed  truce  betv/een  the  two  groups  reached  its 
breaking  point  in  September,  1845.  Some  Anti-Mormon  blood 
was  spilt  and  the  sectarian  conflict  was  on.  Open  resistance 
was  at  first  offered,  but  soon  the  scattered  saints  realized 
that  the  best  that  they  could  do  was  to  flee  for  Nauvoo  before 
the  advances  of  the  Anti-Mormons,  leaving  their  homes  to  be 
plundered  and  burned.  The  conclusion  was  forced  upon  them 
that,  to  avoid  the  pain  and  cost  of  forcible  expulsion,  they 
must  seek  a  new  zion  elsewhere,  in  a  region  farther  west 
where  they  could  isolate  themselves  from  their  hostile  enemies. 

A  compromise  was  effected  which  provided,  in  essence,  that 
the  Mormons  should  leave  Illinois  the  following  spring  and 
that  the  Anti-Mormons  should  cease  their  hostilities  until 
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the  Mormons  were  able  to  dispose  of  their  property  and  vacate. 


5.  A  compromise  has  been  effected  with  the  Mormons  on 
the  following  proposition  which  follows  a  long  preamble, 
as  made  by  Brigham  Young,  President,  on  behalf  of  the 
Mormon  Church. 

"Therefore,  we  would  say  to  the  committee  above 
mentioned,  and  to  the  Governor,  and  all  the  authorities 
and  people  of  Illinois,  and  the  surrounding  States  and 
Territories;  that  we  propose  to  leave  this  country  next 
Spring,  for  some  point  so  remote,  there  will  be  not  need 
to  be  a  difficulty  with  the  people  and  ourselves,  pro¬ 
vided  certain  propositions  necessary  for  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  our  removal  shall  be  observed,  as  follows,  to  wit: 
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That  the  citizens  of  this  and  the  surrounding 
counties,  and  men  will  use  their  influence  and  ex¬ 
ertions  to  help  us  to  sell  or  rent  our  properties,  so 
as  to  get  means  enough  that  we  can  help  the  widow,  the 
fatherless  and  destitute  to  remove  with  us. 

That  all  men  will  leave  us  alone  with  their 
vexatious  lawsuits,  so  that  we  may  have  the  time,  for  we 
have  broken  no  law;  and  help  us  t6  cash,  dry  goods, 
groceries,  good  oxen,  milch  cows,  beef  cattle,  sheep, 
wagons,  mules,  harnesses,  horses,  etc.  in  exchange  for 
our  property,  at  a  fair  price,  and  deeds  given  on  payment, 
that  we  may  have  the  means  to  accomplish  a  removal,  with¬ 
out  the  suffering  of  the  destitute,  to  an  extent  beyond 
the  endurance  of  human  nature. 

That  all  exchange  of  property  be  conducted  by  a  com¬ 
mittee  or  committees  of  both  parties,  so  that  all  business 
may  be  transacted  honorable  and  speedily. 

That  we  will  use  all  lawful  means,  in  connection  with 
with  others,  to  preserve  the  public  peace  while  we  tarry, 
and  shall  expect  decidedly  that  we  be  no  more  molested 
with  house  burning,  or  any  other  depredations,  to  waste 
our  property  and  time,  and  hinder  our  business. 

That  it  is  a  mistaken  idea  that  we  ’have  proposed  to 
remove  in  six  months;’  for  that  would  be  so  early  in  the 
Spring,  that  grass  might  not  grow  nor  water  run,  both 
of  which  would  be  necessary  for  our  removal,  but  we  pro¬ 
pose  to  use  our  influence,  to  have  no  more  seed  time  nor 
harvest  among  our  people  in  this  county,  after  gathering 
our  present  crops.  And  that  all  communications  to  us  be 
made  in  writing.11 

By  order  of  the  Council, 

BRIGHAM  YOUNG,  President. 

WILLARD  RICHARDS,  Clerk. 

LEE  COUNTY  DEMOCRAT.  Whole  No.  220.  Vol.  5  -  13  -  p.  2. 
Fort  Madison,  I.  T.  Oct.  18,  1845.  R.  Wilson  Albright. 


There  seemed  to  be  a  feeling  in  the  populace  of  western 
Illinois  that  the  Mormons  would  not  live  up  to  their  agreement. 
Some  score  of  Anti-Mormon  meetings  in  Iowa,  Illinois,  and 
Missouri  were  held,  which  passed  resolutions  to  the  effect  that 
they  were  ready  to  take  up  arms  to  bring  about  a  forcible  ex- 
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pulsion  of  the  Mormons  if  necessary.  Later  in  the  year  the 
Carthage  cenvention  was  held;  it  was  a  meeting  of  nine 
counties  (Hancock  intentionally  excluded)  to  effect  a  forci¬ 
ble  removal  in  case  the  Mormons  did  not  leave  voluntarily  as 
agreed. 

According  to  their  promise  the  main  body  of  the  church 

began  removing  from  Nauvoo  in  February  under  the  leadership  of 

Brigham  Young  for  California.  They  crossed  the  Mississippi 

night  and  day  in  the  dead  of  the  Y/inter  until  approximately 
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20,000  persons  had  departed. 


6.  The  Mormons  are  crossing  the  river  day  and  night  in 
their  haste  to  leave  the  state  by  the  timie  the  troops 
are  disbanded.  There  can  be  no  mistake  that  the  Mormons 
are  leaving  the  state  as  fast  as  they  possible  can. 

QUINCY  WHIG.  Vol.  9,  No.  2,  p.  2.  Quincy,  Illinois. 
Wed.,  April  29,  1846.  Bartlett  &  Sullivan. 

But  all  were  not  prepared  to  go;  many  v;ho  lacked  the 
means  to  make  the  long  journey  were  necessarily  left  be- 
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hind.  When  it  became  certain  that  many  v/ould  be  unable  to 
remove  with  the  main  body  of  the  church,  the  fear  was  raised 
that  the  remainder  were  trying  to  stay,  and  that  even  those 
who  had  already  gon£  would  be  back  again  as  soon  as  the 
bitter  feeling  subsided.  It  made  good  propaganda  to  effect 
a  complete  exodus  of  the  Mormons  and  it  brought  the  Anti- 
Mormon  forces  again  into  the  field.  An  Anti-Mormon  conven¬ 
tion  was  called  and  determined  that  Mormonism  should  be  re- 


moved  forever  from  the  soil  of  Illinois.  There  -was  but  one 
way  open  to  the  remnant  of  the  sect  as  the  mob  approached 
-  to  resist.  This  they  did,  and  both  forces  fought  out  their 
social  differences  -with  fire  and  lead  at  the  edge  of  the  holy 
city  of  Mormonism.  But  the  handful  of  Mormons  could  not  hope 
to  conquer  the  state  of  Illinois,  and  every  life  they  lost 
was  given  in  vain.  The  Anti-Mormon  forces  had  become  so  power¬ 
ful  that  they  could  gather  enough  men  in  a  few  hours  to  over¬ 
whelm  the  Mormon  forces.  The  Quincy  committee,  which  had  play¬ 
ed  previously  the  role  of  compromiser  in  the  sectarian 
quarrel,  effected  an  agreement  between  the  groups  providing  for 
the  remaining  Mormon  exodus  in  twenty  four  hours,  any  remaining 
in  the  community  at  the  end  of  that  time  to  become  the  victims 
of  the  Anti-Mormon  mob.  Fearing  to  be  left  in  Nauvoo  when  their 
enemies  arrived  at  the  appointed  time,  the  Mormons  fled  with 
the  few  personal  effects  that  they  could  collect,  whi^e  their 
enemies  entered  Nauvoo  victoriously. 

Now  Mormonism  was  crushed  forever  in  Illinois.  To  the 
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Mormons,  it  was  another  persecution,  which  intensified  their 
belief  in  their  own  divinity.  While  to  the  Anti-Mormons,  it 
was  a  victory  -  the  curse  of  Mormonism,  which  had  so  affected 
their  institutions,  had  been  removed  at  last.  There  were  a 
few  things  left  for  the  Anti-Mormons  to  do  before  they  could 
drop  the  quarrel:  they  must  remove  Mormon  names  and  institu¬ 
tions  which  would  remind  posterity  of  this  fanatical  sect,  and 
they  must  see  that  those  who  died  in  the  Anti-Mormon  cause 
should  be  given  a  proper  tribute. 


Mormonism  in  Illinois  represented  a  cycle  of  sectarian 
development.  It  started  with  the  persecution  of  the  sect  by 
citizens  in  Missouri  and  an  enforced  exodus  from  that  state. 
They  had  migrated  to  Illinois  where  they  were  received  w ith 
deep  compassion  and  sympathy.  Here  they  chose  Nauvoo  as  their 
new  zion.  Immediately  the  prophet  started  a  process  of 
intense  integration  by  commanding  all  of  the  saints  to  emigrate 
to  the  new  zion  in  order  to  establish  his  spiritual  kingdom. 

The  Nauvoo  temple  was  erected  as  a  symbol  of  their  new  zion. 

The  religious  movement  expanded  into  the  fields  of  politics 
and  industry  and  the  power  as  a  sect  was  augmented.  At  first 
the  gentiles  regarded  the  Mormons  with  an  attitude  of  respect, 
but  this  gradually  gave  place  to  one  of  intolerance. 

In  order  to  compete  with  Mormonism,  the  gentiles  organi¬ 
zed  into  a  body  known  as  the  Anti-Mormon  party.  There  was  a 
walling  off  of  each  group  from  the  other,  each  group  opposing 
any  act  or  attitude  v/hich  the  other  favored.  The  Anti-Mormon 
press  scattered  its  propaganda  abroad,  while  the  Mormon  press 
retaliated.  The  importance  of  the  newspaper  lay  in  its 
crystallization  of  the  attitudes  of  both  groups,  bringing 
about  the  conflict  much  sooner  than  v/ould  have  occurred 
otherv/ise. 

The  sect  v/as  always  able  to  withstand  outward  aggression, 
but  finally  dissolution  set  in  from  within.  Certain  radical 
doctrines,  -  as  the  spiritual  wife  doctrine  and  the  doctrine 
of  endowments,  -  and  the  exploitation  of  the  laymen  by  the 
elders  of  the  church  brought  about  an  important  schism.  This 


apostate  faction  united  with  the  Anti-Mormon  group  and  open 
hostilities  developed,  culminating  in  the  Mormon  war.  During 
the  conflict,  attitudes  unfavorable  to  longer  toleration  of 
the  Mormons  developed.  Even  the  Mormons  accepted  the  idea  that 
both  groups  could  not  remain  peaceably  together.  Determination 
of  the  outcome  rested  with  the  stronger  of  the  two  groups  (the 
Anti-Mormon)  who  forcibly  expelled  the  Mormons  after  less  than 
a  decade  in  Illinois  in  perhaps  the  most  spectacular  exodus  in 
the  history  of  sectarianism. 


Finis 


APPENDIX 


"From  the  New  Yorker." 

"THE  BOOK  OF  MORMON." 

"One  of  the  greatest  literary  curiosities  of  the  day 
is  the  much  abused  ’Book  of  Mormon. ’  That  a  work  of  the  kind 
should  be  planned,  executed  and  given  to  the  scrutiny  of  the 
world  by  an  illiterate  young  man  of  twenty--that  it  should 
gain  numerous  and  devoted  partizans,  here  and  in  Europe  and 
that  it  should  agitate  a  whole  State  to  such  a  degree  that 
law,  justice  and  humanity  were  set  aside  to  make  a  war  of  ex¬ 
termination  on  the  new  sect,  seems  scarcely  credible  in  the 
nineteenth  century,  and  under  this  liberal  Government;  yet 
such  is  the  fact. 

"  The  believers  in  the  Book  of  Mormon  now  numbering  well 
nigh  50,000  souls  in  America,  to  say  nothing  of  numerous  con¬ 
gregations  in  Great  Britain.  They  style  themselves  Latter  Day 
Saints,  as  it  is  a  prominent  point  in  their  faith  that  the 
world  is  soon  to  experience  a  great  and  final  change.  They  be¬ 
lieve  and  insist  upon  believing,  literal  ly  the  Old  and  Nev/ 
Testament,  but  they  also  hold  that  there  are  various  other  in¬ 
spired  writings,  which  in  due  season  will  be  brought  to  light¬ 
some  of  these,  (the  Book  of  Mormon  for  example)  are  even  now 
appearing,  after  having  been  lost  for  ages.  They  think  that  in 
the  present  generation  will  be  y^itnessed  the  final  gathering 
together  of  the  true  followers  of  Christ  into  one  fold  of  peace 

and  purity--in  other  words,  that  the  Millenium  is  near.  Sit- 
(sic) 

ting/ aside  the  near  approach  of  the  Millenium  and  the  Book  of 


. 
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Mormon,  they  resemble  in  faith  and  discipline  the  Methodists, 
and  their  meetings  are  marked  by  the  fervid  simplicity  that 
characterises  (sic)  that  body  of  Christians,  It  is  in  believ¬ 
ing  the  Book  of  Mormon  inspired  that  the  chief  difference  con¬ 
sists;  but  it  must  be  admitted  that  this  is  an  important 
distinction. 

"This  is  their  ovm  declaration  of  faith  on  that  point.  A 

young  man  named  Joseph  Smith,  in  the  v;estern  part  of  New  York, 

guided,  as  he  says,  by  Divine  Inspiration,  found,  in  1830,  a 

kind  of  stone  chest  or  vault  containing  a  number  of  thin  plates 

( sic  ) 

of  gold  held  together  by  a  fing yon  which  they  were  all  strung, 
and  engraved  with  unknown  characters.  The  characters  the  Mor¬ 
mons  believe  to  be  the  ancient  Egyptian,  and  that  Smith  was 
enabled  by  inspiration  to  translate  them-- in  part  only,  however, 
for  the  plates  are  not  entirely  given  in  English.  This  transla¬ 
tion  is  the  Book  of  Mormon,  and  so  far  it  is  a  faint  and  distant 
parallel  of  the  Koran.  In  much  the  same  way  Mahomet  presented 
his  code  of  religion  to  his  follov^ers,  and  on  that  authority  the 
centre  sword  of  Islamism  now  sways  the  richest  and  widest  realms 
that  ever  bowed  to  one  faith.  But  the  Mormons  have  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  career  before  them;  their  faith  is  opposed  to  all  vio¬ 
lence  and  from  the  nature  of  their  peculiar  doctrines,  they  must 
soon  die  of  themselves  if  they  are  wrong.  If  the  appointed 
signs  that  are  to  announce  the  Millenium  do  not  take  place  im¬ 
mediately./  ^  ^\e  Latter  Day  Sahts  must,  by  their  ov/n  shoY^ing,  be 
mistaken,  and  their  faith  fall  quietly  to  the  ground.  So  to 
persecute  them  merely  for  opinion’s  sake  is  as  useless  as  it 
would  be  unjust  and  impolitic. 


. 
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"The  Book  of  Mormon  purports  to  be  a  history  of  a  portion 
of  the  children  of  Israel,  who  found  their  way  to  this  Continent 
after  the  first  destruction  of  Jerusalem.  It  is  continued  from 
generation  by  a  succession  of  prophets,  and  gives  in  different 
books  an  account  of  the  wars  and  alliances  of  the  Lost  Nation. 
The  Golden  Book  is  an  abridgment  by  Mormon  the  last  of  the  pro¬ 
phets,  of  all  the  works  of  his  predeccessors . 

,f  The  style  is  a  close  imitation  of  the  scriptural,  and  is 

remarkable  (sic)  free  from  any  allusions  that  might  betray  a 

knowledge  of  the  present  practical  or  social  state  of  the  world. 

The  writer  lives  in  the  whole  strength  of  his  imagination  in  the 

age  he  portrays.  It  is  difficult  to  imagine  a  more  difficult 

literary  task  than  to  w rite  v/hat  may  be  termed  a  continuation  of 

(sic  ) 

the  Scriptures,  that  should  not  only  all  collisioiy  v/i th  the  au¬ 
thentic  and  sacred  work,  but  even  fill  up  many  chasms  that  now 
seems  to  exist,  and  thus  receive  and  lend  confirmation  in  almost 
every  body. 

"To  establish  a  plausibly  sustained  theory,  that  the  abor¬ 
igines  of  our  Continent  are  descendants  of  Israel  without  com¬ 
mitting  himself  by  any  assertion  or  description  that  could  con¬ 
tradicted,  show  a  degree  of  talent  and  research  that  in  an 
uneducated  youth  of  twenty  is  almost  a  miracle  of  itself. 

"A  copy  of  the  characters  on  some  of  the  golden  leaves, 
was  transmitted  to  a  learned  gentleman  of  this  city,  who  of 
course  was  unable  to  decipher  them,  but  thought  they  bore  resem¬ 
blance  to  the  ancient  Egyptian  characters. 

"If  on  comparison  it  appears  that  these  characters  are 
similiar  (sic)  to  those  recently  discovered  on  those  ruins  in 
Central  America,  v/hich  have  attracted  so  much  attention  lately 


. 
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and  which  are  decidedly  of  Egyptian  architecture,  it  will  make 
a  very  strong  point  for  Smith.  It  will  tend  to  prove  that  the 
plates  are  genuine,  even  if  it  does  not  establish  the  truth  of 
his  inspiration,  or  the  fidelity  of  his  transaction. 

"In  any  case  our  Constitution  throws  its  protecting  aegis 
over  every  religious  doctrine.  If  the  Mormons  have  violated 
the  law,  let  the  law  deal  with  the  criminals;  but  let  not  a 
mere  opinion,  however  absurd  and  delusive  it  maybe,  call 
forth  a  spirit  of  persecution.  Persecution,  harsh  daughter  of 
cruelty  and  Ignorance,  can  never  find  a  home  in  a  heart  truly 
republican.  Opinion  is  a  household  god,  and  in  this  land  her 
shrine  is  inviolate — JOSEPHINE." 

IOWA  TERRITORIAL  GAZETTE  AND  ADVERTISER.  Vol.  4-No.  21-P.  1. 

Burlington,  I.T.  Feb,  13,  1841.  John  H.  McKenny. 

V  .V*/.  **  V  W  V 

A  4\  4\  4\  /\  A  4\ 

"....(The  Mormons)  have  banded  together  to  the  number  of 
something  like  five  hundred  fighting  men,  determined  hot  to  be 
driven  from  Daviess  county,  in  which  they  are  collected,  un¬ 
less  by  force.  They  are  parading  through  the  county,  threaten¬ 
ing  the  lives  of  all  known  to  be  opposed  to  them,  and  compelling 
the  people  to  sign  some  kind  of  a  paper,  the  purport  of  which 
is  not  known. --In  consequence  of  these,  and  other  highhanded 
proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  Mormons,  the  citizens  of  Daviess 
and  the  adjacent  counties,  have  become  greatly  excited.  Public 
meetings  have  been  held,  to  take  the  subject  into  consideration, 
--the  Circuit  Judge,  under  the  circumstances,  issued  warrants 
for  the  apprehension  of  Jo  Smith  and  Lyman  V/right,  their  lead¬ 
ers,  The  warrants  being  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Sheriff  of 
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the  county,  he  repaired  to  the  house  of  Wright,  and  there 
found  an  armed  force  of  from  80  to  100  men,  and  was  told  by 
said  Wright,  that  he  would  ’'not  be  taken  alive,”  and  that 
’’the  v/hole  State  of  Missouri  could  not  take  him.”  The  citi¬ 
zens  of  Ray  c  ounty  also  deputed  a  committee  to  go  to  the 
Mormons,  and  endeavor  to  prevail  upon  them  to  surrender  them¬ 
selves  to  the  civil  authority.  Wright  refused  to  surrender, 
but  Smith  said  he  would  give  up,  if  he  could  be  allowed  a 
trial  in  Caldwell  county,  which  of  course  was  not  agreed  to.-- 
The  Western  Star,  published  at  Liberty,  remarks  that  the 
Mormons  do  indeed  present  a  formidable  front.  They  can  muster 
from  1000  to  1500  fighting  men;  and  of  that  degraded  and  ig¬ 
norant  class,  who  implicitly  obey  the  will  of  their  leaders. 
They  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  Smith,  and  believe  him  to 
be  a  Prophet  of  the  Lord--he  can  embody  them  to  a  man,  as  ex¬ 
emplified  in  the  late  election.  The  leaders  appear  to  be 
resolute  and  determined,  as  foreseeing  a  difficulty  of  the 
kind,  they  have  braght  a  large  quantity  of  arms  and  other  muni¬ 
tions  of  war,  to  the  State  with  them.  Sydney  Rigdon,  another 
of  their  leaders,  delivered  a  fourth  of  July  oration,  in  which 
he  declared,  they  would  "carry  war  and  extermination”  to  all 
who  oppose  them  in  their  wild  career. 

"The  Star  further  says, "Suppose  then,  this  modern  Mahomet, 
backed  by  such  a  host  of  bigots  and  enthusiasts,  should  take 
into  his  head  to  resist  the  execution  of  the  laws,  would  it  not 
verify  the  statement  of  Wright,  that  even  the  "whole  State  of 
Missouri  could  not  take  himl” 


tt 


A  large  meeting  was  held  at  Richmond,  in  Ray  county,  at 
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■which  a  committee  was  appointed  to  draft  a  report  and  resolu¬ 
tions  upon  the  subject.  The  following  is  the  report  of  the 
meeting: 

"Upon  an  examination  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  ap¬ 
pearing  to  and  examined  by  us,  consisting  of  certificates, 
documents,  and  other  evidence,  we  are  satisfied  that  there  is 
an  armed  force  no w  collected  and  embodied  in  Daviess  county, 
of  about  500  Mormons  whose  movements  are  highly  insurrectionary 
and  unlawful : --that  they  have  already  committed  outrages  on  in¬ 
dividuals  who  were  old  and  r espectable  citizens  of  Daviess 
county,  by  taking  them  in  the  bosom  of  their  families,  and 
forcing  them  by  threats  of  immediate  violence  or  death,  to  sign 
papers,  the  particular  contents  of  which  are  not  known  to  this 
committee,  but  v;  hich  w  ere  such  as  a  freeman  ought  not  to  sign;-- 
and  that  they  threaten  to  make  this  thing  universal  throughout 
the  country;  snd  that  they  are  collecting  ammunition,  and  mak¬ 
ing  all  preparations  for  an  insurrection, --or,  at  least,  a 
great  and  enormous  violation  of  the  laws  and  the  private  rights 
of  the  citizens  of  Daviess  county.  We  have  also  a  variety  of 
evidence  before  us  that  the  leaders  of  this  people  are  determin¬ 
ed  not  to  submit  to  the  law,  and  that  they  are  entirely  revolu¬ 
tionary  in  their  feeling  and  intentions,  and  have  been  sofcr 
some  considerable  time  past." 

M  The  resolutions  are  exceedingly  temperate;  but  firm  and 
decided.  Nothing  is  said  of  mob  law,  but  resolve  that  the  lav/s 
of  the  state  are  amply  sufficient  to  protect  the  rights  of  her 
citizens--and  that  they  will  aid  all  in  their  power,  in  having 


them  enforced. 
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"From  appearances,  there  is  trouble  brewing.  We  should 
not  be  surprised,  if  the  difficulty  eventuated  in  much  blood 
being  shed.  We  hope  hoever,  the  Mormons  will  see  the  evil 
consequences  of  their  opposition  to  the  laws,  and  peaceably 
allow  them  to  take  their  course." 

QUINCY  WHIG,  Vol.  1-No. 19.  P.  3.  Quincy,  Illinois,  Sept.  8, 
1838.  By  Bartlett  &  Sullivan. 


"A  postscript  to  the  Missourian  States  that  the  Governor 
had  ordered  General  Clark  to  call  our  3,000  men  to  rendezvous 
at  Richmond  with  all  possible  celerity,  and  to  chase  this  wild 
and  fearful  strike  at  once,  and  by  extermination  if  necessary." 
Rumors  of  still  more  barbarous  atrocity,  butchering  and  hang¬ 
ing,  burning  and  destroying,  continue  to  multiply  with  hours, 
but  as  they  are  not  official,  w  e  forbear  their  repetition. 

Enough  is  known  to  Justify  all  that  has  been  done;  and  the 
Howard  regiments,  composed  exclusively  of  volunteers  are  on  the 
march  with  as  chivalrous  a  leader,  as  ever  warred  against  a 
Moslem. " 

* 

SANGAMO  JOURNAL  Vol.  8,  No.  3,  Whole  No.  267,  Page  2,  Springfield, 
Illinois,  Nov.  10,  1838.  S.  Francis  &  Co.,  Publishers. 

-'5. 

A  /%  if  />  4%  4\ 

"  Further  from  the  Mormons: --The  account  of  a  bloody 
butchery  of  thirty  two  Mormons,  on  Solowns  Creek,  is  fully  con- 
firmed:--Two  children  were  killed,  we  presume,  by  accident. 
Considerable  plunder--such  as  beds,  hats,  & c.,  were  taken  from 
the  slaughtered. --Not  one  of  the  assailants  was  killed  or  hurt. 

"About  the  time  of  the  surrender,  several  Mormon  houses 
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v/ere  burnt  in  Chariton;  and  one  Mormon  who  refused  to  leave 
killed. 

”  At  Far  West,  after  the  surrencer,  a  Mormon  had  his 
brains  dashed  out,  by  a  man  who  accused  the  Mormons  of  burning 
his  house  in  Daviess.” 

rtWe  copy  the  above  paragraph  from  the  Gazette  of  Satur¬ 
day  evening.  Weare  sorry  to  say,  that  our  own  information 
corroborates  the  details.  For  the  honor  of  the  State,  we  could 
have  wished,  that  such  savages  informities  had  not  attended  a 
controversy  in  itself  disgraceful  enough.  V/e  understand,  that 
that  company  engaged  in  the  attack  at  Splown’s  Creek,  was  not 
attacked  to  any  division  of  the  army,  but  was  fighting  on  its 
own  hook.  The  men  v/ere  principally  from  Chariton  county  and 
amongst  the  number  was  at  least  one  member  of  the  Legislature. 
The  enemy  had  approached  within  eighty  yards  of  the  Mormons 
before  they  were  apprized  of  their  approach.  The  Mormons  had 
their  families  with  them,  and  to  preserve  their  lives,  the 
men  had  separated  from  them  and  took  refuge  in  a  blacksmith’s 
shop.  Here  they  were  murdered I  It  is  said  that  the  Mormons 
had  arms,  but  it  is  a  little  singular  that  they  should  have 
used  them  so  ineffectually  as  not  to  have  touched  one  of  the 
assailants.  The  latter,  in  some  instances,  placed  their  guns 
between  the  logs  of  the  house  and  deliberately  fired  at  the 
victims  within. — These  reports  are  founded  upon  statements  of 
persons  engaged  in t he  attack;  and,  bad  as  they  are,  are  not 
likely  to  be  overcharged.  Will  the  actors  in  the  tragedy  be 
suffered,  by  the  courts  of  that  district,  to  go  unpunished?” 

SAN GAM 0  Journal  Vol.  8,  No.  4,  Whole  No.  368,  Page  2. 
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Springfield,  Illinois,  Nov,  17,  1838.  S.  Francis  &  Co., 
Publishers . 


’’Just  as  our  paper  was  going  to  press,  we  received  a  com¬ 
munication  from  Gen.  Lucas  giving  the  stipulations  of  the 

treaty  made  by  him  and  the  Mormons . The  following  are  the 

stipulations  between  the  parties: 

’’1st.  To  give  up  their  leaders  to  be  tried  and  punished. 

’’2nd.  To  make  an  appropriation  of  the  property  of  all 

who  had  taken  up  arms,  for  the  payment  of  the  debt,  and  as  an 
indemnity  for  damages  done  by  them. 

’’3rd.  That  the  Mormons  should  all  leave  the  state  and  be 
protected  out  by  the  militia;  but  to  remain  under  protection, 
until  further  orders  from  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

”4th.  To  give  up  all  arms  of  every  description,  to  be 
receipted  for.” 

SAN GAM 0  JOURNAL  Vol.  8,  No.  5,  Whole  No.  369,  P.  2.  Spring- 

field,  Illinois  Nov.  24,  1838.  S.  Francis  &  Co.,  Publishers. 

w  r  mAr%c  « 

THE  MORMON  WAR  END  ED  I 

’’The  Mormon  war  has  been  terminated  by  a  surrender  of 
the  Mormon  leaders  to  the  troops  under  Gen.  Atchison.  This 
happened  on  Sunday,  Oct.  28th.  On  that  day,  about  three 
thousand  men,  being  part  of  the  army  of  5000,  ordered  out  Gen. 
Clark,  comprising  Gen.  Atchison's  division,  make  their  appear¬ 
ance  before  the  town  of  Far  West,  the  county  seat  of  Caldwell 
County,  where  the  Mormons  were  entrenched.  Upon  their  ap¬ 
proach  the  Mormons  had  hoisted  a  white  flag,  which  was  shot 
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down  by  Capt.  Gogard,  but  was  immediately  Replaced.  Gen. 
Atchison  then  sent  in  a  message,  with  a  view  to  learn  their 
wishes  and  intentions,  when  six  of  the  leaders  avov/ed  their 
willingness  to  surrender,  in  the  expectation  that  the  Mormons 
should  be  unharned.  The  surrender  was  accepted;  and  the  in¬ 
dividuals  put  under  guard.  Their  names  are  Joseph  Smith, 
Sidney  Rigdon,  George  Hinkle,  Lymon  V/right,  Perley  P.  Pratt, 
and  Mr.  Knight.  The  Mormons  assembled,  at  Far  West,  compris¬ 
ed  700  men  under  arms.  Of  this  number,  a  small  body  of  150, 
retreated  and  pursued  their  way  to  the  Northern  frontier. 

"The  reports  vary  as  to  what  happened  af ter  t  hat  sur¬ 
render,  in  fact,  our  intelligence  does  not  come  down  clearly 
to  a  period,  later  than  the  day  of  the  capitulation. 

"On  the  day  after,  Gen.  Atchison  received  the  orders  of 
the  Governor  which  has  already  been  mentioned  in  this  paper, 
as  directing  the  expulsion  or  extermination  of  the  Mormons. 

It  is  said  that,  shocked  and  disgusted  with  severity  of  the 
command  he  retired  and w ent  home.  After  that  event,  it  is 
stated  that  several--sorae  accounts  say  4Q  of  the  Mormons— were 
put  to  death.  One  version  of  this  statement,  is  that  the  Mor¬ 
mons  killed,  at  this  time  were  such  as  had  not  come  into  the 
Far  West. --We  need,  however,  more  certain  and  authentic  in¬ 
formation,  than,  we  have  now,  on  this  head. 

"Gen.  Clark,  with  the  remainder  of  the  troops,  collected 
from  the  counties  below  Caldwell,  was  on  Friday  after  the 
surrender,  encamped  in  Ray  County,  a  nd  had  not  then  reached 
Far  Y/est. 

"It  is  stated  that,  about  the  time  of  the  surrender,  a 
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Company  of  men — 200  in  number — fell  upon  a  body  of  the  Mormons, 
in  Sploy/nTs  Settlement,  on  School  Creek,  about  20  miles  from 
Far  West.  The  Mormons,  it  is  said,  were  36  in  number,  and  the 
story  run^s  that  all  but  f our  w ere  put  to  death.  Some  of  the 
names  of  the  killed,  as  reported  to  us,  are  David  Evans  from 
Ohio,  Jacob  Fox  from  Pennsylvania,  Thomas  McBride  and  his 
father  Mr.  Daly,  M.  Merrill  and  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  White,  all 
from  Ohio. 

“The  facts  about  Bogards  fight  are  that  two  of  his  men 
were  killed — one  outright  one  died  of  his  wounds.  At  the  same 
time  4  Mormons  fell-~among  them  the  captain  of  their  bands, — 
Bogard’s  Company  were  stationed  on  the  line  of  Ray  Co.  to  in¬ 
tercept  the  communication  b etween  Ray  and  Caldwell.  They  had 
captured  4  Mormons;  and  to  rescue  these  the  attack w  as  made  up¬ 
on  them  by  the  Mormons,  Bogard’s  Company  is  said  to  have  been 
40  in  number;  and  the  Mormons  70. 

"As  to  the  Mormon  r avages  in  Daviess  County  the  plunder¬ 
ing  and  burning  of  which  so  much  has  been  svaid--we  are  informed 
that,  before  those  hostile  operations,  the  Mormons  held  a  con¬ 
sultation  at  which  the  propriety, of  the  steps  afterwards  taken, 
was  debated  at  large.  Some  of  their  number  were  averse  to  the 
plan  and  nearly  one  third  dissented  from  it.  The  reasons  as¬ 
signed  for  these  measures,  were  alleged  outrages  by  their 
enemies  in  Carroll  and  Daviess  Counties.  According  to  the 
Mormon  statement,  their  houses  and  buildings,  near  Dewitt  in 
Carroll  County,  had  been  d estroyed,  by  their  enemies;  and  they 
themselves  expelled  from  the  County  and  afterward  pursued,  on 
their  retreat  into  Daviess.  It  was  therefore,  as  they  allege. 
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in  retaliation  for  previous  unprovoked  outrages,  that  they  ex¬ 
ecuted  their  system  of  violence  and  tverror  in  the  County  of 
Daviess.  Evidently,  they  could  not  have  adopted  a  more  sui¬ 
cidal  policy--allowing  their  ovm  s  tatements  to  be  wholly  true. 

"We  have  no  time  now — and  it  would  t^ake  more  space  than 
we  can  spare  it — even  with  a  knowledge  of  all  the  facts,  to 
enter  into  a  history  of  the  origin  and  progress  of  this  diffi¬ 
culty.  But  there  is  a  statement  in  this  connection,  w  hich  w e 
have  heard  but  recently,  and  which  we  sincerely  hope  is  not 
true.  The  statement  is  as  follows* 

"About  the  9th  or  10th  of  last  month,  when  about  80 
Mormon  families  had  been  expelled  from  Carroll  county,  and 
driven  into  Daviess,  a  message  was  sent  by  them  to  the  State 
executive,  praying  for  his  interposition  in  his  behalf.  The 
reply  to  that  message  was,  that  already  the  State  had  been  put 
to  a  great  deal  of  expense  on  account  of  these  difficulties, 
and  that  he  could  see  no  cause  to  interpose,  thus  leaving  the 
parties  to  fight  it  out! 

"The  disposition  of  the  capture^.  Mormons  present  a  case 
of  great  difficulty.  They  are  generally  poor--at  least  they 
have  but  little  money  and  few  means  bje sides  their  stock  and 
crops  to  preserve  them  from  starvation.  As  it  is,  we  suspect, 
their  means  are  very  much  abridge.  The  presence  of  several 
thousand  troops  in  their  vicinity  must  have  reduced  them  greatly. 
The  proposition — so  it  is  given  out--is  to  remove  them  from  the 
State.  Who  will  advance  the  funds  of  wherewith  to  consummate  such 
a  measure?  and  where  shall  they  be  sent?  Their  numbers  exceed 
five  thousand  men,  women  and  children!  Are  these  5000  people-- 
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without  any  means  and  literally  beggars--  to  be  thrust  upon 
the  charity  of  Illinois,  Iowa,  or  Wis.? 

"It  is  said  that  the  leaders  are  to  b  e  put  to  trial,  V/e 
hope  there  may  be  a  trial,  and  that  the  trial  will  extend  to  a 
most  through,  rigid  and  impartial  examination  into  the  origin 
and  progress  of  this  extraordinary  commotion. --We  hope  that  a 
searching  operation w  ill  be  applied  to  the  guilty  and  all 
sides.  It  is  only  in  such  a  way  that  the  government  aid  people 
of  this  state  can  place  themselves  in  a  just  and  dignified  at¬ 
titude  before  their  sister  government  aid  fellow  citizens  of 
the  Union. M 

SANG A MO  JOURNAL  Vol.  8,  No.  4,  Whole  No.  368,  P.  3,  Springfield, 
Illinois,  Nov.  17,  1838.  S.  Francis  &  Co.,  Publishers. 

"The  difficulties  of  this  unfortunate  sect  are  not  yet 
at  an  end.  Hundreds  of  them  driven  from  their  homes  are  with¬ 
out  shelter  and  wandering  in  t he  woods.  The  legislature  in 
Missouri  has  granted  $2000  for  their  relief. 

"It  has  been  long  known  that  the  authors  of  this  war  upon 
the  Mormons  bad  as  this  s  ect  was,ve  actuated  only  by  selfish 
motives.  The  following  letter  from  the  Editor  of  the  Mo.  Re¬ 
publican  now  at  Jefferson,  City  will  explain  their  object. 

"We  have  many\reports  here  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of 
some  of  the  citizens  of  Daviess  and  other  Counties,  at  the  re¬ 
cent  land  sale  at  Lexington: — It  is  reported,  said  to  b e  on 
the  authority  of  a  gentleman  direct  from  Lexington  that  on  the 
recent  land  sales,  the  lands  of  Caldwell  and  Daviess  were 
brought  into  market,  and  that  some  of  the  citizens  who  have  been 
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the  most  active  in  the  excitement  against  the  Mormons  purchased 
them  for  speculation.  It  is  said  that  the  town  of  "Adamon 
Diamond, "  a  Mormon  town  in  Daviess,  in  which  there  are  several 
houses--a  very  valuable  site  for  a  town--was  purchased  at 
these  sales  for  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  an  acre.  It  is  further 
said,  that  there  is  a  company  formed,  embracing  a  number  of 
persons,  for  the  purpose  of  speculating  in  the  lands  of  those 
people. " 

"It  can  hardly  b e  expected  that  an  editor  in  Mo.  will 
come  out  fully  and  give  the  whole  story  to  this  base  affair. 
Enough,  however  is  disclosed  to  cover  that  part  of  the  State 
with  lasting  disgrace.  Can  men  women  and  children  be  driven 
from  their  homes  to  "bide  the  pettings  of  pitiless  storm"  of 
winter, many  of  them  shot  like  wild  beasts,  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  their  lands  without  incurring  public  indignation? 

"The  court  of  enquiry,  instituted  to  try  the  Mormon 
prisoners,  has  terminated  its  labors  and  sent  on  the  following 
persons  for  further  trial,  to  wit: 

"For  Treason — Joseph  Smith,  Jr.  Hiram  Smith,  Lym?m 
Wright,  Sidney  Rigdon,  Alexander  M’Ray,  Caleb  Baldwin. 

"For  Murder--Parley  P.  Pratt,  Norman  Sheraer,  Darwin 
Chase,  Lyman  Gibbs,  and  Mai  rice  Phillips. 

"Accessaries  before  and  after  the  Fact  of  Murder-- Joseph 
Smith,  Jr.,  Lyman  Wright,  Sidney  Rigdon,  and  Washington  Vams. 

"For  Arson,  Eurgalery,  Robbery  and  Larcency — George  W. 
Robinson,  Alanson  Ripley,  Washington  Vams,  Sidney  Tanner, 

^"acob  Gates,  Jessie  D.  Hunter,  George  Grant,  Darwin  Chase, 
Thos.  Rich,  Alexander  M’Ray,  Caleb  Baldwin,  John  S.  Higby, 


I 
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Ebenezer  Page,  Ebenezer  Robinson,  Jas.  M.  Henderson,  David 
Pellogrue,  Edv/ard  Patradge,  Francis  Higbee,  George  Kinball, 
Jas.  W.  Younger,  Daniel  Corn,  Jas.  H.  Rolling,  Samuel  Eent, 
Johnathan  Durham,  Wm.  Whitman,  Joel  S.  Mills,  Clark  Hallot, 
Norman  Shearer,  and  Maurice  Phelps. 

"In  relation  to  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  equity, 
the  editor  of  the  Republican  observes: 

"’The  result  of  this  enquiry  has  been  what  v^as  anticipat 
ed,  a  serious  difficulty  it  seems  to  me,  v;ill  now  arise  as  to 
the  trial  of  those  men.  In  the  counties  where  the  disturbance 
took  place  It  will b  e  almost  impossible  to  find  a  jury  for  the 
trial,  for  I  presume  there  Is  no  man  who  has  not  formed  an 
opinion  of  the  case.  If -the  prisoners  do  not  change  the  venue 
the  state  can  not  change  it,  aid  I  am  w  ell  avssured  that  such 
has  been^he  excitement  that  no  man  in  the  counties  of  Ray,  Car 
roll,  Caldwell  and  Daviess  will  in  a  condition  to  serve  as  a 
jurxor- -V/hat  will  be  the  result  of  these  prosecutions,  I  am  at 
a  loss  to  say.  This  much  is  very  certain,  the  detention  of 
these  36  prisoners  under  a  guard  to  be  fed  and  protected  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter  season\v  hile  the  state  will  f  eel  before  its 
done."  It  cannot  fail  of  being  a  very  e xpensive  affair  for 
the  State.  The  pay  of  the  Militia  called  out,  the  expense  of 
keeping  such  a  number  of  prisoners:  the  cost  attending  their 
trial,  &c . ,  must  amount  to  a  large  sum." 

SANGAMO  JOURNAL,  Vol.  8,  No.  13,  Whoe  No.  377,  Springfield, 
Illinois,  Jan.  17,  1839.  S.  Francis  &  Co.,  Publishers. 


aq  ■:%  ».  If:  .t  bn,'.  ,i;i  *  m1oK  fjl 


16. 


"Speculation,  is  now  busy  in  the  inquiry,  what  shall  be 
done  with  the  Mormon  leaders  w  ho  have  surrendered?  V/hat  is 
their  offence  and  to  w hat  punishment  have  they  subjected  them¬ 
selves.  That  the  individuals  who  have  been  guilty  of  burn¬ 
ing  the  hous  es  or  destroying  property,  or  taking  life,  are 
amenable  to  the  law,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but  for  these  of¬ 
fences  each  man  must  answer  for  himself-~their  leaders,  unless 
shown  to  have  participated,  cannot  be  held  responsible  in  law. 

It  is  confident;  u  assested  (sic)  that  the  expense  of  this 
war  to  the  state,  will  not  fall  short  of  two  or  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  This  must  be  made  from  the  pockets  of  the 
people.  It  is  due  to  the  people,  that  before  the  appropria¬ 
tion  for  this  purpose  is  made,  the  Legislatures  should  insti¬ 
tute  a  thorough  investigation  into  the  cause  and  history  of 

the  whole  difficulty,  and  expose  the  guilty,  be  they  whomso- 

* 

ever  they  may,  to  the  public  execration.  Y/e  know  not,  al¬ 
though  we  have  watched  the  matter  closely  from  its  commence¬ 
ment  up  to  its  termination,  who  is  most  to  blame,  or  upon  whom 
public  condemnation  should  fall,  aid  we  presume  the  mass  of 
our  readers  are  not  better  informed.  As  the  people  must  ’pay 
the  piper,  ’  it  is  due  to  them  that  they  should  know  who  got  up 
and  kept  up  the  dance." 

"The  disposition  of  the  captured  Mormons  presents  a  case 
of  great  difficulty.  They  are  generally  poor — at  least  they 
have  but  little  money  and  few  means  besides  their  s  tock  and 
crops  to  preserve  them  from  s tarvation.  As  it  is,  w e  suspect 
these  means  are  very  much  abridged.  The  presence  of  several 
thousand  troops  in  their  vicinity  must  have  reduced  them  greatly. 
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The  propos ition-- so  it  is  given  out--is  to  remove  them  from  the 
State.  Who  will  advance  the  funds,  therewith  to  consummate  to 
such  a  measure?  And  v/here  shall  they  b  e  sent?  Their  numbers 
exceed  five  thousands,  men  women  and  children^  Are  these  5000 
people--without  any  means,  and  literally  b eggars  to  be  thrust 
upon  the  charities  of  Illinois,  Iowa,  or  Wisconsin? " 

QJ INCY  WHIG  Vol .  1-No.  29,  P.  2.  Quincy,  Illinois,  Nov.  17, 
1838.  By  Bartlett  &  Sullivan. 

;  cj t  .*  L  ;  <. 
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"The  Quincy  Whig  of  the  29th  ult.  states  that  the  cele¬ 
brated  Mormon  leader,  Joseph  Smith,  had  arrived  at  that  place. 
He,  with  Lyman  Wright,  Caleb  Baldwin,  Hiram  Smith,  and  Alex’r 
M’Rae,  escaped  f rom t  he  guard,  who  got  drunk,  while  taking 
them  to  Boone  county  for  trial.  Considering  the  little  justice 
they  had  reason  to  e  xpect  from  a  trial  in  the  Boone  Court, 
their  escape  was  justifiable .--There  are  five  more  Mormons  con¬ 
fined  in  Ray  county  jail.” 

SANGAMO  JOURNAL.  Vol.  8-No.  28-Y/hole  No.  392-P.  2.  Springfield, 
Ill.  May  3,  1839.  S.  Francis. 

*  c  *  **  *  *#  c  •  iT®  i  r  */<* 

"From  the  Alexandria  Gazette. 

"A  GLANCE  AT  THE  MORMONS. 

"Since  the  Mormons  were  expelled  from  the  State  of  Mis¬ 
souri,  they  have  purchased  the  town  of  Commerce,  a  situation 
of  surpassing  beauty,  at  the  head  of  the  lower  rapid,  on  the 
Illinois  shore  of  the  upper  Mississippi  river.  The  name  of  the 
place  they  recently  changed  to  Nauvoo,  the  Hebrew  term  for 
Fair  or  Beautiful.  Around  this  place,  as  their  centre,  they 
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are  daily  gathering  from  almost  every  quarter;  and  several 
hundred  new  houses,  erected  within  the  last  few  months;  at¬ 
test  to  the  passing  traveller  the  energy,  industry,  and  self- 
denial  with  which  the  community  is  imbued.  They  have  also 
obtained  possession  of  extensive  lands  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river,  in  that  charming  portion  of  Iowa  Territory,  known 
as  the  ’’Half  Breed  Reservation;”  and  there,  upon  the  rolling 
and  fertile  prairies,  they  are  r apialy  s electing  their  homes 
and  opening  their  faa?ms.  As  the  traveller  now  passes  through 
those  natural  parks  and  fields  of  flowers,  which  the  hand  of 
the  Creator  seems  to  have  originally  planned  there  for  the 
inspection  of  his  own  eye,  he  beholds  the  cabins,  dotted  down 
in  the  most  enchanting  perspective  either  on  the  borders  of 
the  timber,  or  beside  the  springs  and  s  treams  of  living  water, 
which  are  interspersed  on  every  hand. 

”Nor  are  they  unmindful  of  t  heir  interests  abroad,  while 
they  are  thus  accomplishing  so  much  at  home.  No  sect,  with 
equal  means,  has  probably  ever  suffered  and  achieved  more  in 
so  short  a  time.  Their  elders  have  not  only  b een  commissioned 
and  sent  forth  to  e  very  part  of  our  ov/n  c  ountry,  but  they  have 
left  their  families  and  friends  behind  them,  and  gone  to 
Europe,  and  even  to  the  Holy  Lsn^d,  to  r  eveal  the  wonders  of 
the  ’’new  and  everla  sting  convenant”  to  preach  the  dispensation 
of  the  fullness  of  time.  They  doubt  not  but  that  they  shall 
be  endued  when  necessary,  with  power  from  on  high  to  proclaim 
to  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  in  their  own  tongues,  the 
wonderful  w orks  of  God. 

’’The  signal  success  which  every  where  attends  their  ex- 
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ertion,  proves  how  well  their  religious  system  is  adapted  to 
give  expression  to  the  various  forms  of  enthusiasm  that  per¬ 
vaded  the  religious  sentiment  of  the  day." 

QUINCY  Y/HIG  Vol.  3-No.  25-P.  1,  Quincy,  Ill.  Oct.  17,  1840. 

S.M.  Bartlett. 

•V  T-W,  rV*'.  X  .V..V 

"It  appears  that  the  Mormons  at  Kirtland,  Ohio,  are  about 
establishing  a  press  at  that  place,  and  also  design  establish¬ 
ing  themselves  there  permanently.  In  reference  to  this  matter, 
the  "Times  and  Season,"  published  the  following  communication 
from  the  "patriarch  of  the  whole  church." 

"rAll  the  saints  that  dwell  in  that  land  are  commanded 
to  come  away,  for  this  is,  "Thus  saiththe  Lord;"  therefore 
pay  out  no  monies  nor  properties  for  houses  nor  lands,  in  that 
country,  for  if  you  do,  you  will  lose  them;  for  the  time  shall 
come  that  you  shall  not  possess  them  in  peace;  but  shall  be 
scourged  with  a  sore  scourge;  yet  your  children  may  possess 
them;  but  not  until  many  years  shall  pass  away  and  as  to  the 
origination  of  that  branch  of  the  church,  it  is  not  according 
to  the  spirit  and  will  of  God;  and  as  to  the  designs  of  the 
leading  members  of  that  branch  relative  to  the  printing  press, 
and  the  ordaining  of  Elders,  and  sending  out  elders  to b  eg 
for  the  poor,  are  not  according  to  the  v/ill  of  God;  and  in 
these  things  they  shall  not  prosper,  for  they  have  neglected 
the  House  of  the  Lord,  the  Baptismal  Font,  in  this  place, 
wherein  their  dead  may  be  redeemed,  and  the  key  of  knowledge 
that  unfolds  the  dispensation  of  the  fullness  of  times  may  be 
turned,  and  the  mysteries  of  God  be  unfolded,  upon  which  their 
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salvation  and  the  salvation  of  the  'world,  and  the  redemption 
of  their  dead  depends,  for  "  Thus  saith  t  he  Lord,"  "there  shall 
not  be  agenersl  assembly  or  a  general  conference  assembled 
together  until  the  House  of  the  Lord  shall  bve  finished,  and 
the  Baptismal  Font,  and  if  v/e  are  not  diligent  the  church  shall 
be  rejected,  and  their  dead  also, "saith  the  Lord."  Therefore, 
dear  Brother,  any  proceedings  otherwise  than  to  put  forth  their 
hands  with  their  might  to  do  this  work,  is  not  according  to  the 
will  of  God,  and  shall  not  prosper;  therefore  tarry  not  in  any 
place  whatever,  but  come  forth  unto  this  place  from  all  the 
world,  until  it  is  filled  up  and  polished,  and  sanctified  ac¬ 
cording  to  my  w  ord,  saith  the  Lord,  come  ye  forth  f  rom  the  ends 
of  the  earth,  that  I  may  hide  you  f  rom  mine  indigation  that 
shall  scourge  the  wicked,  and  then  I  will  send  forth  and  build 
up  Kirtland,  and  it  shall  b^e  polished  and  r ef ined  according  to 
my  word:  therefore,  your  doings  and  organizations,  and  de¬ 
signs  in  printing,  or  any  of  your  councils,  are  not  of  me,  saith 
the  Lord,  even  so.  Amen* 

HYRUM  SMITH,  Patriarch  for 
the  whole  church." 

S  AN  GAM  0  JOURNAL.  Vol.  10,  No.  13,  V/hole  No.  533,  P.  2.  Spring- 
field,  Ill.  Nov.  19,  1841,  S.  Francis. 

%f  %0  K0  */  W 

<r  $\ 

"LATTER  DAY  SAL  NTS. --The  Buffalo  Journal  says — "A  body 
of  this  svect,  200  in  number,  have  taken  passage  from  Liver¬ 
pool  for  this  country,  and  will  proceed  immediately  to  Illi¬ 
nois,  where  a  tract  of  land  has  been  purchased  for  them.  Two 
thousand  more  of  the  same  persuasion  are  to  follow  in  the 
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spring.  The  whole  are  from  Leicester  and  Herfordshire.  Quincy 
is  the  locality  mentioned.” 

SAN GAM 0  JOURNAL.  Vol.  9,  No.  43,  Whole  No.  745,  P.  2.  Spring- 
field,  Illinois.  Nov.  13,  1840.  S.  Francis. 
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"MORMONS  ARRIVED  FROM  ENGLAJ  D--The  packet  Ship  North 
America,  which  arrived  at  Nev/  York  last  week,  brought  in  her 
steerage  200  passengers,  the  whole  of  whom  were  "Latter  Day 
Saints,"  or  Mormons,  bound  for  the  Mormon  settlement  at  Quincy. 
The  Liverpool  Chronicle  states  that  upward  of  2000  are  entreat¬ 
ing  to  embark  e  arly  next  Spring  for  the  same  locality.  A  great 
portion  of  those  who  sailed  in  the  North  America,  are  members 
of  the  abstinence  society,  and  are  from  Leicestershire  and 
Herefordshire. " 

"We  find  the  above  in  the  Baltimore  Patriot  of  the  2nd 
inst.  The  information  seems  to b  e  certain  that  during  the 
ensuing  summer,  several  thousand  additional  emigrants,  attach¬ 
ed  to  the  church  of  the  "Latter  Day  Saints,"  will  be  added  to 
the  population  of  Adams  and  Hancock  counties.  A  late  number  of 
the  "Times  and  Seasons",  published  at  Neuvoo,  contains  letters 
from  England,  shoy/ing  that  the  success  of  the  Mormon  Mission¬ 
aries  there,  is  most  extraordinary:  we  believe  that  their  suc¬ 
cess  even  astonished  themselves.  It  is  not  at  all  surprising 
that  the  English  converts  are  disposed  to  emigrate  to  the 
neighborhood  of  their  Leader;  as,  in  doing  so,  they  will  find 
the  most  fertile  and  healthy  country,  and  a  liberal  population 
ready  to  welcome  them.  We  should  not  be  surprised,  if,  within 
a  few  years,  the  counties  of  Illinois,  embracing  the  Military 
Tract,  should  become  possessed  of  a  population  of  v/hich  we 
can  nov/  hardly  form  an  estimate.  We  have  understood  that, 
generally,  these  emigrants  are  not  wealthy;  but  they  bring 
with  them  what  is  of  far  more  value — sobriety,  industry,  and 
intelligence--with  which  qualities  they  will  make  good  citi- 
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zens,  and  add  much  to  the  prosperity  of  the  State." 

SANGAMO  JOURNAL.  Vol.  1,  No.  5,  P.  2.  Springfield,  Ill.  Dec. 
15,  1840.  S.  Francis. 

4%  4 *  «  "C*  *  Art 

"FRESH  EMIGRANTS. --The  emigrants  by  the  Moravian,  of 
whom  we  spoke  yesterday,  are  not  all  of  them  Mormons,  though 
such  as  not  avowedly  so,  belong  to  families,  the  heads  of 
which  belong  to  the  sect  of  religionists.  They  are  chiefly 
from  Lancashire.  Fev;  of  them  are  advanced  in  years,  but  such 
as  are  look  hale  and  hearty.  There  are  among  them  ninety 
children  under  14  years  of  age.  The  females  are  comely--and 
some  of  them  handsome  and  delicate,  reminding  us  of  the 
stories  told  of  the  "Lancashire  witches,"  who  are  now-a-days 
understood  to  be  simply  b eaut if ul  women.  They  are  all  in 
excellent  health;  and  have  lost  only  t  wo  of  their  number  on 
the  passate — (children)  whose  loss  was  repaired  by  as  many 
accessions  in  the  usual  way.  They  have  an  honest  as  well  as 
a  healthy  look;--and  they  go  where  we  hope  they  will  preserve 
their  health  and  their  morals," 

QUINCY  WHIG,  Vol.  5,  No.  52.  P.L.  Quincy,  Ill.,  April  24, 
1841.  By  S.M.  Bartlett. 


"Last  week  a  body  of  Mormons,  numbering  about  seventy 
individuals,  passed  through t his  city  on  their  way  to  Nauvoo, 
Illinois,  to  join  their  fellow  fanatics  in  that  settlement. 
Theyw  ere  from  Gloucester,  England,  and  arrived  at  Quebec  in 
the  Collins,  They  appeared  to  b e  quite  inoffensive  people. 
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and  possessed  of  some  means. 
FORT  MADISON  COURIER,  Vol. 
I.T.,  Saturday,  November  13, 


1.  No. 
1841. 


17.  P.  3,  Fort  Madison, 
R.  Wilson  Albright. 


"  Another  accession  of  Mormons . --The  steamboat  Gen. 
Platte,  says  the  St.  Louis  Pennant,  of  the  22d  ult.,  brought 
up  on  Friday  last,  250  Mormons,  all  of  whom  are  from  England, 
and  are  found  for  Nauvoo,  Illinois,  the  "Promised  Land"  aid 
city  of  the  "Latter  Day  Saints." 

FORT  MADISON  COURIER,  Vol.  1,  No.  20.  P.  3,  Fort  Madison,  I.T. 
Saturday,  December  4,  1841.  R.  WILSON  Albright. 

U  */  W  W  '/ 

Wa'-a-a-  tt  vr 

"NAUVOO" 

"This  city  is  thus  described  by  a  -writer  in  the  Upper 
Mississippian: 

"’This  city  in  the  north-western  part  of  Hancock  county, 
Illinois,  and  was  formerly  known  by  the  name  of  Commerce,  but 
has  recently  received  a  city  charter  by  the  name  of  Nauvoo, 
the  name  .given  by  the  Mormons.  The  town  is  situated  upon  a 
slightly  inclined  plain,  or  piece  of  ground,  of  from  one  to 
two  miles  in  extent,  projecting  westward  into  the  Mississi¬ 
ppi,  somewhat  in t  he  shape  of  a  man’s  arm,  half  bent;  pre¬ 
senting  a  fine  appearance  for  some  miles  above  and  below  the  t 
town.  Since  the  Mormons,  or  ’Latter  Day  Sahts, ’  (as  they 
call  themselves)  were  so  wantonly  driven  from  t  heir  homes  and 
estates  in  Missouri,  by  an  armed  mob,  under  the  excited  au¬ 
thorities  of  that  State,  these  persecuted  people  have  settled 
in  this  town  and  the  adjacent  country  upon  both  sides  of  the 
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Mississippi — and  added  from  72  to  100  buildings,  mostly  neat 
and  painted,  spread  over  a  large  extent  of  ground,  and  cover¬ 
ing  the  plain  to  the  bluffs  in  the  rear..  These  numerous 
now,  bright  looking  buildings,  scattered  about  amongst  the 
trees  and  shrubbery which  abound  here,  present,  in  warm  weath¬ 
er,  a  delightful  appearance. — Under  the  shade  of  some  beauti¬ 
ful  shrubbery  near  the  river’s  brink,  seats  are  erected  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  society,  at  their  religious  meetings 
The  spot  selected  is  favorable  to  a  calm  and  serene  temper, 
and  a  devotional  frame  of  mind. 

” ’Nauvoo  is  said  to  have  a  population  of  about  5,000  in¬ 
habitants,  some  300  buildings,  several  small  Traders.  Tavern 
keepers.  Physicians,  and  various  kinds  of  mechanics  and  labor 
ers;  and  some  water  craft,  among  which  is  a  small  steam  boat 
called  Nauvoo.  The  landing,  soil  and  timber  about  the  town, 
are  favorable  to  the  future  growth  of  this  interesting  and 
growing  town.  It  has  a  fine  country  in  its  rear,  and  if  too 
many  drones  and  rogues  do  not  creep  in  among  these  generally 
quiet,  industrious  and  economical  people,  we  may  expect  to 
see  a  very  considerable  city  built  up  here--particularly  as 
many  of  this  sect  in  Europe  are  now  known  to  be  about  remov¬ 
ing  to  this  country--and  indeed  some  two  hundred  have  already 
arrived  at  Nauvoo,  and  the  vicinity.  Mr.  Smith  is  reported 
to  have  said  that  it  is  destined  to  b e  the  largest  city  in 
the  world l  It  is  some  18  miles  above  Warsaw,  and  6  or  8 
below  Fort  Madison.” 

SAN GAM 0  JOURNAL  Vol.  1,  No.  19,  P.  2.  Springfield,  Ill.  Feb. 
9,  1841.  S.  Francis. 
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"NAUVOO" 

"  This  city  of  the  Saints — this  nucleus  of  a  Western 
Empire"  is  daily  increasing  in  population.  It  is  said  that 
there  are  now  8000  inhabitants,  within  the  limits  of  the 
corporation.  A  large  number  of  workmen  are  engaged  in  rais¬ 
ing  the  walls  of  the  Temple,  which,  if  ever  completed,  will 
be  a  magnif leant  structure.  The  "Nauvoo  House"  is  also  in 
rapid  progress.  Many  excellent  dwellings  and  business 
houses  are  scattered  throughout  the  city,  and  the  citizens 
all  appear  to  be  busily  employed  in  various  avocations. 

The  increase  by  immigration  is  principally  from  England  and 

> 

some  of  these  neophytes  are  reputed  to  be  very  wealthy-- 
All  such,  it  is  said  are  required  to  hand  over  a  portion  of 
their  surplus  revenue  to  the  Prophet.  This  we  opine  is 
slander,  but  if  it  should  be  true.  Smith's  situation  in  the 
church  doubtless  makes  it  a  profit-able  business." 

LEE  COUNTY  DEMOCRAT,  Vol.  1,  No.  39,  P.  2.  Fort  Madison,  I.T. 

St  Si  St  St  .><_ 

"t\  *A**  »'  *  %*  A*  k  W 

"PROCEEDINGS  AT  NAUVOO" 

"The  ceremony  of  laying  the  corner  stone  of  the  Temple 
at  Nauvoo,  passed  off  yesterday  (6th)  with  great  parade. 

The  number  assembled  is  variously  estimated;  we  should  think, 
however,  about  7000  or  8000,  some  say  as  high  as  12,000. 

The  Nauvoo  Legion  consisting  of  650  men,  was  in  attendance, 
and,  considering  the  short  time  they  have  had  to  prepare, 
made  a  very  respectable  appearance.  Mr.  Rigdon  officiated  at 
the  laying  of  the  chief  corner  stone,  and  addressed  the  as- 
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sembly  in  a  very  energetic  manner  in  a  speech  of  about  an 
hour’s  length.  On  the  whole  the  exercises  passed  off  with 
the  utmost  order,  without  accident  or  the  slightest  distur¬ 
bance.  Gen.  Bennet  commanded  the  Legion,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Prophet,  and  acquitted  himself  in  a  truly  officer-like 
manner." 

QUINCY  WHIG,  Vol.  3--No.  52,  P.  2.  Quincy,  Illinois,  April 
24,  1841.  By  S.M.  Bartlett. 


"He  (the  Prophet)  gave  us  distinctly  to  understand  that 
his  political  views  had  undergone  an  entire  change;  and  his 
description  of  the  reception  given  him  at  the  executive  man¬ 
sion  was  any  thing  but  flattering  to  the  distinguished 
individual  who  presides  over  its  hospitalities. 

"Before  he  had  heard  the  story  of  our  wrongs,  said  the 
indignant  Prophet,  Mr.  Van  Buren  gave  us  to  understand  that 
he  could  do  nothing  for  the  redress  of  our  grievances  lest 
it  should  interfere  with  his  political  prospects  in  Missouri. 

He  is  not  as  fit,  said  he,  as  my  dog,  for  the  chair  of  state; 
for  my  dog  will  make  an  effort  to  protect  his  abused  and  in¬ 
sulted  master,  while  the  present  chief  magistrate  will  not  so  . 
much  as  lift  his  finger  to  relieve  an  oppressed  and  persecuted 
community  of  freemen,  whose  glory  it  has  been  that  they  were 
citizens  of  the  Unites  States. 

"You^  hold  in  your  hands,  I  observed,  a  large  amount  of 
political  power,  and  your  society  must  exert  a  tremendous  in¬ 
fluence,  for  weal  or  woe,  in  the  coming  elections. 

"Yes,  said  he,  I  know  it;  and  our  influence,  as  far  as  it 
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goes,  we  intend  to  use.  There  are  probably  not  far  short  of 
an  hundred  thousand  souls  in  our  society,  and  the  votes  to 
which  v/  e  are  entitled  throughout  the  Union  must  doubtless  be 
extensively  lost  to  Mr.  Van  Buren, 

"Not  being  myself  disposed  in  any  way  to  intermeddle  in 
party  politics  I  made  no  definite  reply;  but  immediately  tak¬ 
ing  leave  we  returned  to  Montrose,  abundantly  satisfied  that 
the  Society  over  which  he  presides  has  assumed  a  moral  and 
political  importance  which  is  but  very  imperfectly  understood. 
Associated  on  the  religious  principle,  under  a  prophet  and 
leader  whose  mysterious  and  awful  claims  of  divine  inspiration 
make  his  voice  to  believers  like  the  voice  of  God;  trained  to 
sacrifice  their  individuality;  to  utter  one  cry;  and  to  think 
and  act  in  crowds;  with  subject,  and  left  to  wander,  like  lost 
stars;  amid  the  dark  mazes  and  sinding  way  of  religious  error; 
these  remarkable  sectaries  must  necessarily  hold  in  their 
hands  a  fearful  balance  of  political  power,  in  the  midst  of 
contending  parties,  a  single  hand  might  turn  their  influence, 
with  tremendous  effect,  to  which,  ever  side  presented  the  most 
potent  attraction; and  should  they  ever  become  disposed  to  ex¬ 
ert  their  influence  for  evil,  which  may  Heaven  prevent,  they 
would  surround  our  institutions  v/ith  an  element  of  danger, 
more  to  be  dreaded  than  an  armed  and  hundred  eyed  police," 
QUINCY  WHIG,  Vol ,  5,  No.  25,  P.  1,  Quincy,  Ill.  Oct.  17,  1840 
S.M.  Bartlett. 

v  w  w  v  v  J/ 
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The  whigs  have  another  game  to  play.  It  is  their  great 
object  to  palter  with  the  Mormons,  They  need  their  votes  to 


. 
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elect  John  T.  Stuart.  Therefore  he  and  they  are  coquetting 
with  this  sect,  and  have  made  great  e  f forts,  if  not  pledges, 
to  secure  their  votes,  by  making  them  believe  that  their 
particular  views  will  be  promoted,  by  the  instrumentality  of 
Mr.  Stuart. 

"We  have  not  any  prejudices  against  the  Mormons,  be¬ 
lieving  that  every  man  has  a  right  under  his  own  vine  and 
fig  tree  to  worship  God  as  to  him  shall  seem  right.  But 
we  think  it  portends  some  danger,  when  a  candidate  for 
Congress,  bargains  in  advance  with  any  particular  sect,  to 
foster  their  especial  interests  at  all  hazards — without 
reference  to  such  Christian  sects,  as  have,  to  say  the  least 
of  them,  equal  claims  to  attention  and  patronage.  Let  Mr. 
Stuart  beware  that  he  does  not  dig  a  pit  for  himself  to  fall 
into;  he  may  meet  the  fate  of  Mr.  Little  of  Hancock,  who 
after  having  paid  his  addressed  with  great  assiduity  to  the 
Mormons,  while  he  was  toying  with  others,  has  been  jilted, 
and  he  now  finds  himself  the  discarded  of  all.  A  word  to 
the  wise  is  said  to  b e  sufficient,  but  to  John  T.  Stuart, 
many  words  maybe  necessary." 

ILLINOIS  STATE  REGISTER.  Vol.  2,  No.  45,  N.S.  Vol.  5,  No.  15 
P.  2,  Springfield,  Ill.  June  11,  1841.  Wm.  Walters  &  Geo.  R. 
Weber. 

" *  \  < *'»  4\ 

"Correspondence  of  the  St.  Louis  New  Era. 

Springfield,  Ill. Nov. 25th. " 

"....This  day,  in  the  Senate,  Mr.  Little  introduced  a 
bill  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Nauvoo,  in  Hancock  county. 
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Head  twice  and  referred.  . . . .  u 

QUINCY  WHIG.  Vol.  5,  No.  32,  P.  2.  Quincy,  Illinois,  Dec.  5, 
1840.  By  S.M.  Bartlett. 


"Gen.  J.C.  Bennet,  has  been  elected  Mayor  of  Nauvoo, 
under  the  late  act  of  incorporating  that  city." 

QUINCY  WHIG,  Vol.  3,  No.  45,  P.  2.  Quincy,  Ill.,  March  6, 

1841.  By  S.M.  Bartlett. 

"NAUVOO,  A  Soverign  State . --Nauvoo  appears  to  be  invested 
with  aL  1  the  powers  of  a  Sovereign  State.  Its£ity  Council 
lately  passed  an  ordinance,  v/hich  is  published  in  t  he  Neighbor 
of t  he  25th  ult,  incorporating  a  Library  Association.” 

WARSAW  SIGNAL.  Whole  No.  162,  New  Series  No.  47,  P.  2. Warsaw, 
Ill.  Jan.  22,  1845.  Thos  C.  Sharp. 


It  v/ould  appear  that  the  Mormons  have  a  government  en¬ 
tirely  of  their  own— an  army  of  their  own-~portions  of  which 
are  detached  on  the  requisition  of  the  Mayor  of  Nauvoo,  when 
he  pleased  to  make  a  requisition  upon  the  commanding  officer 
for  their  services .--This  is,  indeed,  a  curious  state  of 
things. --A  Christian  sect  in  Illinois  keeping  up  a  military 
organization  for  their  own  particular  purposes;  What  would 
be  thought  if  the  Baptists,  Methodists,  Presbyterians,  or 
Episcopalians  of  this  State,  had  separate  military  organiza¬ 
tions;  and  that  their  respective  legions  of  troops  were  in 
constant  practice  of  military  discipline?  These  Mormon 
troops  are  said  now  to  amount  to  2,000  men--and  that  they  are 
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as  we  11  drilled  as  regular  soldiers. 

The  laws  of  incorporation  under  which  the  Mormons  are 
now  enjoying  exclusive  privileges,  have  given  rise,  latterly, 
to  some  public  discussions.  We  have  now  before  us  a  com- 
municiation f rom  Mount  Vernon,  Jefferson  county,  in  this 
State,  which  possesses  much  interest.  It  appears  from  this 
communiciation,  that  the  laws  in  qiestion w  ere  passed  by  our 
late  loco  foco  legislature- (a  legislature,  by  the  bye,  which 
professed  an  utter  aversion  to  monopolies  in  the  shape  of 
incorporations, )--for  political  purposes:-  that  they  were 
passed  to  secure  the  Mormon  vote.  There  can  now  be  no  doubt 
of  the  fact,  that  the  Proclamation  issued  by  Lieutenant 
General  Smith,  to  his  people,  requiring  th$m  to  vote  for 
Messrs.  Snyder  and  Moore,  was  the  result  of  the  passage  of 
these  laws  by  the  loco  foco  legislature. 

In  copying  the  communication  alluded  to  we  cannot  but 

• 

express  the  opinion,  which  will  b ecome  general,  that  Mr.  Hicks, 
in  disclosing  the  truth,  have  eminently  secured  for  himself 
the  character  of  an  honest  man--too  honest  to  conceal  facts 
of  so  much  importance  to  the  welfare  of  community,  although 
such  concealment  might  benefit  his  party.  We  call  upon  the 
public  to  read  and  attentively  consider  their  communication: 

“Mount  Vernon,  May  14,  1842. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Journal: 

Gov.  Duncan  made  as  a  speech  yesterday,  and  attacked  the 
Van  Buren  members  of  the  Legislature  for  granting  the  Mormon 
Corporations  for  the  purpose  of  securing  their  votes;  and  ex¬ 
posed  the  dangerous  and  extraordinary  powers  which  the  Legis- 
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lature  conferea  (sic)  upon  them.  His  speech  called  out  our 
Senator  and  Representative,  both  of  whom  made  speeches  to 
vindicate  their  own  character  in r  elation  to  this  nefarious 
plot.  Col.  JOHNSTON  acknowledged  that  he  had  voted  for  si  1 
the  bills,  and  excused  himself  because  they  had  been  intro¬ 
duced  by  a  representative  from  Hancock  county,  whom  he  said 
although  elected  by  the  Mormons,  was  an  honorable  high-minded 
whig;  yet  the  Colonel  omitted  to  mention  that  the  bills  v/ere 
managed  after  their  introduction  e xclusively  by  the  leaders 
of  the  Van  Buren  party.  But  Ma j .  Hick's  excuse  confirms  the 
whole  plot.  He  said  that  he  was  opposed  to  all  incorporat¬ 
ions;  that  he  had  examined  those  granted  the  Mormons  before 
they  passed,  end  expressed  his  determination  to  oppose  them; 
but  was  pursuaded  by  his  democratic  friends  not  to  do  so, 
who  assured  him  that  if  they  could  get  those  bills  passed, 
the  Mormons  would  vote  for  them,  and  they  would  then  carry 
the  elections  in  the  State;  and  that  he  was  also  induced  to 
give  up  his  opposition  to  them  b ecause  he  had  differed  with 
his  party  on  some  other  party  measures,  about w hich  his 
friends  had  compalined,  and  he  did  not w  ish  to  differ  from 
them  when  he  could  possibly  help  it.  The  facts  stated  in 
these  speeches  show  that  the  Legislature  were  corruptly  in¬ 
fluenced  to  grant  the  Mormons  all  the  powers  they  demanded.'' 
SANG A MO  JOURNAL,  Vol.  X-No.  41,  Whole  No.  561,  P.  2, 
Springfield,  Illinois,  June  3,  1844.  S.  Francis,  Editor. 

"V\“ *  ~ 4%  /\  a  *vc 

"HANCOCK  COUNTY- -All  hail i  " 

The  result  in  this  county  is  full  equal  to  our  expecta- 
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tions*  The  Harrison  electoral,  ticket  has  a  majority  of  750:-- 
being  a  gain  of  over  350  since  last  August: 

(There  is  something  connected  with  the  vote  at  Nauvoo 
precinct,  which  needs  explanation*  Two  hundred  Mormon  voters 
were  induced  to  erase  the  name  of  A.  Lincoln,  from  the  Y^hig 
electoral  ticket,  and  substitute  the  name  of  James  H*  Ralston, 
in  his  stead.  Rumor  says  that  the  Hon.  Richard  M*  Young,  of 
the  U.S.  Senate,  and  the  "little  giant,"  Stephen  A.  Douglass, 
who  wants  to  go  to  Congress,  were  present  at  this  election, 
and  of  course  their  names  are  freely  used  in  connection  v/ith 
this  little  petty  trick.  If  these  rumors  should  prove  cor¬ 
rect,  we  shall  have  a  column  to  spare  for  their  benefit 
hereafter.  )" 

Note:  Included  in  the  county  election  returns  v;ere:  "Commerce; 

410  (whig  majority)  except  that  Ralston  run  ahead  of  the  Van 
Buren  ticket  some  200." 

QUINCY  WHIG  Vol.  3,  No.  28,  P.  2.  Quincy,  Ill.  Nov,  7,  1840. 

By  S.M.  Bartlett. 

4\  /\  i\  A  A  A 

"NAUVOO  NOMINATIONS." 

"The  citizens  of  Nauvoo  and  its  vicinity  met  on  Saturday 
the  29th  ult . ,  for  the  purpose  of  nominating  suitable  condi- 
dates  for  county  officers,  which  resulted  in  the  nomination 
of  JOHN  T.  BARNET  for  County  Commissioner  and  WALTER  BAGEY 
for  School  Commissioner  of  Hancock  County. 

"These  nominations,  we  understand  were  made  in  consequ¬ 
ence  of  some  illiberal  and  untrue  remarks  which  appeared  a  week 
or  ty/o  ago  in  that  dirty  sheet,  the  Warsaw  Signal,  stating 
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that  the  Mormons  had  one  of  their  own  number  in  the  field  for 
School  C  ommissioner,  -which  was  not  t  rue;  we  have  not  seen  the 
article  in  question,  but  understand  that  it  was  uncalled  for 
and  abusive  upon  the  Mormons,  and  particularly  upon  Gen.  Ben¬ 
nett.  Neither  of  the  gentlemen  nominated  at  the  meeting  in 
Nauvoo  belong  to  the  Mormon  Church,  but  are  old  citizens  of 
the  county,  end  are  said  to  be  well  qualified  for  the  offices. w 
QUINCY  ARGUS.  Vol.  6,  No.  39,  P.  2,  Quincy,  Illinois,  June  5, 
1841.  E.  Ferry,  Editor. 
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"  As  the  Register  seems  desirous  to  misrepresent  the 
facts  in  relation  to  the  Mormon  vote  in  Hancock  county,  we 
will  state--that  there  were  two  tickers  runfor  County  Commis¬ 
sioner  and  School  Commissioner  in  that  county--one  by  the 
Mormons  and  the  other  by  the  "anti-Mormons , "  Wilton,  the  anti¬ 
mormon  candidate  for  Co.  Commissioner,  received  861  votes — 
and  his  opponent  Bagly,  847.  (It  was  supposed  that  almost  the 
entire  mormon  vote  was  cast  at  Naivoo,  which  gave  Stuart  448 
and  Ralston  16).  It  Is  not  believed  that  the  vote  for  County 
Commissioner  exhibits  the  strength  of  the  mormon  vote  in 
Hancock- -many  persons,  not  of  the  mormon  faith,  having  voted 
for  Bagly;  but  on  this  point  we  have  no  certain  knowledge." 
SANGAMO  JOURNAL.  Vol.  10,  No.  52,  Whole  No.  520,  P.  2. 
Springfield,  Ill.  August  20,  1841.  S.  Francis. 

"JOSEPH  SMITH,  Lieutenant  General  of  the  Nauvoo  Legion, " 
has  a  proclamation  in  the  last  "  Times  aid  Seasons,"  direct¬ 
ing  the  Mormons  in  this  State  to  vote  for  the  locofoco  candi- 
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dates  for  Governor  and  Lieut.  Governor  next  August.  This  is, 
indeed,  a  highhanded  attempt  to  usurp  power  and  to  tyranise 
over  the  minds  of  men.  We  are  sorry  to  see  this  move  on  the 
part  of  President  Smith--not  so  much  on  account  of  the  in¬ 
fluence  which  his  people  voting  in  body  will  have  in  the 
elec tion--but  because,  it  will  have  a  tendency  to  widen  the 
breach  which  elreaay  exists  between  this  people  and  those  who 
are  not  of  their  faith,  and  as  a  consecnence  create  difficul¬ 
ties  and  disturbances  growing  out  of  an  unsettled  state  of 
feeling  in  the  community.  We  should  suppose  that  prudence 
would  have  dictated  a  differ/ ent  course  to  Mr.  Smith.  Why 
not  let  his  people  enjoy  all  the  privileges  guaranteed  to 
them  by  the  Constitution  of  the  country  unbiased  by  their 
religious  teachers?  Why  not  allow  them  the  exercise  of  their 
own  best  judgments  in  the  choice  of  civil  rulers?  Have  the 
whigs  as  a  party  so  far  departed  from  the  principles  of  liber- 
arty  which  have  always  governed  them,  as  to  call  forth  this 
public  demonstration  of  opposition?  We  have  seen  no  evidence 
of  it.  Many  of  the  Mormons--in  fact  a  great  number  of  them-- 
are  men  of  intelligence  and  patriotism,  who  will  not  be  sway¬ 
ed  to  and  fro  in  their  support  of  men  or  party,  by  the  dictum 
of  t  heir  leader  in  the  church,  and  to  these  we  look  for  aid 
and  assistance  in  carrying  the  principles  of  reform  into  our 
State  Government.  The  Mormons  have  a  right  to  vote  for 
SNYDER  And  MOORE,  if  they  choose,  as  a  matter  of  course, --but 
this  clannish  principle  of  voting  in  a  mass,  at  the  dictation 
of  one  man,  and  this  man  who  has  acquired  an  influence  over 
the  minds  of  his  people  through  a  peculiar  religious  creed 
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which  he  promulgates,  is  so  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  our 
Republican  form  of  Government,  that  its  conseqi  ences  and 
future  effects  will  be  disagreeable  to  think  of--bitter  hatred 
and  unrelenting  hostility  will  spring  up,  where  before  peace 
and  good  will  had  an  abiding  place. 

’’  The  following  is  the  Proclamation  alluded  to.  It  is 
truly  a  curiosity  in  its  way.  We  give  it  verbatim,  with  all 
its  capitals  and  italics  staring  through  it  like  pepper  and 
salt  in  a  dish  of  hotch-potch: 

’’From  the  Times  and  Seasons. 

State  Gubernatorial  Convention. 

City  of  Nai  voo,  Illinois,) 

Decenber  20th,  A.D.  1841. 

TO  MY  FRIENDS  IN  ILLINOIS;  — 

The  Gubernatorial  Convention  of  the  State  of  Illinois 
have  nominated  Colonel  ADAM  V/.  SNYDER  for  GOVERNOR,  and  Col. 
JOHN  MOORE,  for  LIEUTENANT  GOVERNOR  of  the  State  of  Illinois 
--election  to  take  place  in  August  next. — COLONEL  MOORE,  like 
JUDGE  DOUGLASS,  and  ESQ.  WARREN,  was  an  intimate  friend  and 
General  Bennett  informs  us  that  no  men  were  more  efficient 
in  assisting  him  to  procure  our  great  charter  privileges  than 
were  Colonel  S  nyder  and  Col.  Moore.  They  are  sterling  men, 
and  friends  of  equal  rights--opposed  to  the  oppressor’s 
grasp,  and  the  tyrant’s  rod.  With  such  men  at  the  head  of  our 
State  Government  we  have  nothing  to  fear.  In  the  next  canvass 
we  shall  b  e  influenced  by  no  party  consideration — and  no 
Carthagenian  doallescence  or  collusion,  with  our  party,  will 
be  suffered  to  affect  or  operate  against  General  Bennett  or 
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any  other  of  our  tried  friends  already  semi-off icially  In  the 

f ield;->  so  the  partizans  In  this  county  who  expect  to  divide 
the  friends  of  humanity  and  equal  rights  will  find  themselves 
mistaken--we  care  not  a  fig  for  Vfhig  or  Democrat ;  they  are 
both  alike  to  us;  butw  e  shall  go  for  our  friends ,  our  TRIED 
FRIENDS,  aad  the  cause  of  human  liberty  which  is  the  cause  of 
God,  We  are  aware  that  "divide  and  conquer”  is  the  watch¬ 
word  with  man,  but  with  us  it  cannot  be  done--Y/e  have  suffered 
too  much  to b e  easily  duped--we  have  no  cat’s  paws  amongst  us. 
We  voted  for  Gen.  Harrison  b ecause  we  loved  him — he  w as  a  gal¬ 
lant  offieer  and  a  tried  statesman;  but  this  is  no  reason  why 
we  should  always  be  governed  by  his  friends--he  is  now  DEAD, 
and  all  of  his  friends  are  not  ours .  We  claim  the  privileges 
of  freemen,  and  shall  act  accordingly.  DOUGLASS  is  a  Master 
Spirit  and  his  f riends--they  are  ours.  These  men  are  free  from 
the  prejudices  and  superstitions  of  the  age,  and  such  men  we 
love ,  and  such  men  will  ever  receive  our  s  upport,  be  their 
political  predilections  what  they  may.  Snyder  and  Moore,  are 
known  to  be  our  friends;  their  friendships  are  vouched  for  by 
those  whom  w  e  have  tried.  V/e  will  never  be  justly  charged  with 
the  sin  of  ingratitude--they  have  served  us,  and  we  will  serve 
them.  JOSEPH  SMITH, 

Lieutenant  General  of  the  Nauvoo  Legion. 

vlt  is  understood  from  this  that  Gen.  Bennett  is  in  the  field 
for  Senator  for  Hancock.--  This  gentleman  at  present  is  General 
of  the  Nauvoo  Legion,  Mayor  of  Nauvoo,  and  Master  in  Chancery 
for  Hancock  county,  and  in  addition,  we  believe  is  a  practic¬ 
ing  Physician.  It  seems  to  us,  that  he  must  also  be  a  "Master 
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Spirit,"  if  he  can  fulfill  aL  1  these  duties  and  that  of 
Senator  to  boot]" 

QUINCY  WHIG.  Vol.  4.  No.  39,  P.  2.  Quincy,  Illinois,  Jai  . 

22,  1842.  By  S.M.  Bartlett. 

W  V  W  St  St  St  St  St  St  St 

“C*/V  mtC 

"Remarks" 

"As  Y/e  at  different  times  expressed  ourselves  pretty  deci¬ 
dedly  against  political  tendencies  of  this  sect,  when  they 
were  acting  v/ith  the  Whigs,  we  cannot  be  charged  with  sudden 
hostility  now  that  their  le  ader  has  gone  over,  horse,  foot 
and  dragoons,  to  our  opponents.  This  is  probably  the  first 
time  that  a  public  manifesto  of  this  sort  has  been  issued  by 
a  relgious  leader  of  this  country.  The  Roman-Catholics  in 
New  York  City  last  fall,  under  the  call  of  Bishop  Hughes, 
voted  a  separate  ticket, --in  some  of  the  canal  counties  of 
this  state,  the  Irish  have  voted  in  a  body  for  their  candi¬ 
date  and  elected  them  over  both  parties.  But  we  have  no 
recollection  anywhere  of  a  movement  similar  to  that  to  the 
Mormon  prophet.  We  trust  that  all  parties  will  see  its 
dangerous  tendency,  and  at  once  rebuke  it.  The  credit  of  Il¬ 
linois  abroad  is  bad  enough  now.  What  will  it  be  when  the 
fact  is  proclaimed  that  Mormonism  sways  its  councils?" 

PEORIA  REGISTAR  &  NORTHWESTERN  GAZETTER.  Vol.  5,  No.  43, 

Friday,  Jan.  21,  1842.  By  Samuel  H.  Davis. 

~tC~t\  "c**  * c 

"READJ  read;:  readjjj" 

"Farmers,  read  the  following  from  the  Nauvoo  Wasp,  and 


remember  it  when  you  come  to  the  poll3  next  Monday.  The 


* 


■ 


Democratic  party  has  been  charged  by  the  Whig  presses  in  every 
part  of  the  State,  with  having  completed  a  bargain  w ith  t he 
Mormons,  by  which  the  Mormon  votes  are  to  be  given  to  Judge 
Ford  and  John  Moore;  and  incase  of  their  election  to  the 
offices  of  Governor  aid  Lieutenant  Governor,  the  Mormons  are 
to  have  certain  other  rights  and  privileges  extended  to  them, 
in  consideration  of  their  support  of  the  Democratic  candidates. 
Heretofore,  we  have  tho’t  it  too  small  a  business  to  contra¬ 
dict  these  flying  charges,  relying  upon  the  intelligence  and 
good  sense  of  the  people  themselves  to  give  them  the  lie. 

Read  the  follov^ing,  which  appeared  in  the  Nauvoo  Wasp  of  the 
16th,  and  then  sayw  hich  party  it  is,  that  has  "completed  a 
bargain"  with  the  Mormons  for  their  votes: 

"COLONEL  HENDERSON  iN  D  GOVERNOR  DUNCAN. --Col .  Henderson, 
was  in  our  city  and  delivered  what  we  should  call  a  first  rate 
political  speech.  He  is  a  man  of  first  rate  talent  and  a 
gentleman,  and  goes  it  with  a  perfect  rush  for  retrenchment 
and  reform.  He  spoke  in  the  highest  possible  terms  of  Gov. 
Duncan,  and  the  way  he  used  up  the  locofocos  was  a  caution  to 
sinners. 

"Gov.  Duncan  is  also  a  man  of  the  first  order.  The  pre¬ 
judices  of  the  people  wherd^has  travelled,  has  led  him  to  take 
a  course  apparently  against  the  Mormons--but  we  know  Gov. 
Duncan,  and  he  knows  us--there  is  no  misunderstanding  between 
us.  The  August  election  is  near  at  hand  and  that  will  show  who 
will  be  Governor.  After  the  election  it  will  all  be  right 
with  us.  Hurrah  for  the  Colonel  and  Jo.f 

"Every  one  is  well  aware  that  Jo  Duncan  did  attempt  to 
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purchase  the  votes  of  the  Mormons  with  half-breed  lands; 
and  that,  immediately  previous  to  announcing  himself  a  candi¬ 
date  for  Governor,  he  did  visit--if  not  Nauvoo — the  Missis¬ 
sippi  river  in  the  vicinity  of  Nauvoo,  and  there  had  a  consul¬ 
tation,  which  we  had  supposed  resulted  unfavorably  to  "honest 
Jo’s"  wishes,  inasmuch  as  he,  instantly,  broke  gjs*j.nd  by  abus¬ 
ing  the  Mormons,  and  accusing  the  Democrats  of  having  formed 
a  league  with  them  to  secure  their  votes.  But  here  is  in 
part,  a  solution  of  the  mystery.  The  same  game  is  to  be  play¬ 
ed  which  v;  as  played  at  the  last  Congressional  election.  The 
whigs  and  whig  presses  denounced  Judge  Ralston,  up  to  the  very 
day  of  the  elction,  with  having  bought  up  the  Mormon  votes, 
and  when  the  r  esult  was  ascertained.  Judge  Ralston  got  16 
votes  out  of  more  thai  800.  So  it  is  now.  The  Whigs  make  the 
same  charge  upon  the  Democrats,  and  from  the  language  of 
this  writer  in  the  V/asp,  the  reader  can  understand  but  one 
thing--and  that  is--the  Mormons  have  an  understanding w  ith  Jo 
Duncan. 

"’Gov.  Duncan,’  says  the  writer,  ’is  also  a  man  of  the 
first  order.  The  prejudices  of  the  people  where  he  has  travel 
led,  has  led  him  to  take  a  course  apparently  against  the  Mor¬ 
mons;  but  we  know  Gov,  Duncai  ,  and  he  knows  us  —  there  can 
be  no  misunderstanding  between  us.’  What  canb  e  construed 
from  this  language  but  that  Jo  Duncan  and  his  supporters  are 
charging  this  "bargain"  upon  the  Democrats  for  the  sake  of 
making  capital,  knowing  at  the  same  time  that  the  Mormons  will 
vote  for  him.  Voters,  be  not  deceived!  The  Mprmons  and  Jo 
Duncan  have  an  understanding,  and  it  will  be  made  manifest  on 
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the  day  of  the  elction:  Look  at  the  Mormon  nominations  in 
this  same  paper.  John  P.  Charles  a  rank  Whig,  and  one  who 
v/as  instrumental  in  procuring  the  passage  of  the  Nauvoo 
Charter  is  announced  as  a  candidate  f  or  the  Senate.  Mark 
Aldrich,  another  Whig,  is  announced  for  the  House  of  Represent¬ 
atives.  Geo.  A.  Chittenden,  another  Whig,  is  their  candidate 
for  Sheriff.  Though  these  are  small  matters,  yet  they  speak 
and  tell  a  story  which  cannot  be  misunderstood.  Do  not  be 
deceived,  then  by  the  misrepresentations  of  ’honest  Jo  Duncan’ 
and  his  Whig  hirelings.  The  Democrats  have  nothing  to  expect 
from  the  Mormons  *" 

QUINCY  HERALD.  Vol.  1-No.  45-P.  2.  Quincy,  Illinois,  July  25, 
1842.  John  H.  Pettit. 


"MORMONS. — A  Gentleman  who  left  Nauvoo  since  the  elect¬ 
ion  informs  us  that  the  entire  Mormon  vote,  with  a  single 
exception,  was  cast  for  Judge  Ford  aid  John  Moore.  The  ex¬ 
pression  of  the  writer  in  tJie  Wasp,  that  ’the  Mormons  knew 
Gov.  Duncan,’  must  be  interpreted  dif f erently  f rom  the 
construction  we  put  upon  it  last  week.  They  ’knew’  him  too 
well  to  vote  for  him." 

QUINCY  HERALD.  Vol.  1,  No.  46.  P.  2,  Quincy,  Illinois,  Aug. 
4,  1842.  John  H.  Pettit. 


"GROSS  OUTRAGE" 

"We  readily  give  place  below  to  the  proceedings  of  a 
public  meeting  held  at  Nauvoo,  Hancock  county.  They  but 
briefly  allude  to  the  inhuman  outrage  lately  perpetrated 
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by  certain  persons  of  Missouri,  upon  four  citizens  of  the 
Mormon  persuasion,  living  in  Hacock  county,  in  this  State, 

The  gentlemen, --a  Mr,  Miller,  late  of  this  county, — -who 
brought  down  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting,  detailed  some 
of  the  circumstances  of  the  outrage.  It  seems,  or  rather, 
the  citizens  of  Tully,  Missouri,  allege,  that  there  has  been 
considerable  property,  such  as  salt,  iron,  &c,  stolen  from 
that  place  within  the  last  two  weeks--the  Missourians  charg¬ 
ed  the  Mormons  with  the  thefts, — practicing  upon  their 
suspicions,  several  persons  of  Tully,  crossed  over  the  River 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Mormon  settlements,  below  Nauvoo — 
after  searching  the  bottom,  sure  enough,  sundry  of  the  mis¬ 
sing  articles,  w  ere  found  concealed  amohg  the  underwood.  It 
further  appears,  from  the  standpoint  of  our  informant,  that 
two  or  three  Mormons  were  in  the  bottom  hunting  horses,  while 
this  Missouri  party  were  on  the  hunt,  for  the  goods,  and  com¬ 
ing  upon  them,  as  it  were,  by  accident,  three  of  the  Mormon 
horse  hunters,  together  with  a  veryrespectable  old  gentleman, 
whose  gray  hairs  should  have  protected  him  from  insult, -- 
were  charged  with  secreting  the  goods,  made  captive,  and  con¬ 
trary  to  their  will,  forced  across  the  river,  and  confined 
in  Tully.  Here,  with  their  victims  in  their  power,  the 
Missourians  proceeded  to  inflict  a  severe  punishment  upon 
them. --One  was  immediately  stripped,  a  halter  placed  around 
his  neck,  and  attached  to  a  limb  above  his  head,  and  so  tight¬ 
ly  drawn  that  to  prevent  chocking  to  death,  he  was  obliged 
to  stand  on  the  tip  of  his  toes;  in  this  situation,  with  his 
arms  fastened  around  the  tree,  so  that  his  bare  back  was  fully 
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exposed,  the  tormentors,  sy/ ore  that  they  would  take  his  life 
unless  he  would  confess.  In v  ain  he  urged  his  innocence,  that 
he  had  nothing  to  confess,  that  he  had  never  committed  any 
theft,  &c.,  they  still  plied  their  whips  until  his  back  was 
so  dreadfully  lacerated,  that  to  save  his  life  he  agreed  to 
confess  any  thing  they  would  desire.  He  was  taken  down  from 
the  tree,  with  scarcely  any  life  in  him,  and  actually  confes¬ 
sed  whatever  his  tormentors  wished]  This  was  necessary,  to 
give  a  coloring  of  justice  to  the  inhuman  outrage.  Two  other 
of  the  Mormons  were  tortured  in  the  same  manner  and  a  similar 
confession  extorted  from  them.  The  old  gentleman w  e  spoke  of 
above,  one  of  the  four  abducted,  behaved  with  such  resolution, 
and  pointed  out  to  them  so  clearly  their  injustice  and  inhumani¬ 
ty,  that  after  stripping,  and  fastening  him  to  a  tree,  and 
taunting  him  with  epithets  of  the  foulest  character,  they  took 
him  doY/n  and  finally  set  him  at  liberty.  One  of  the  victims 
by  some  means,  succeeded,  all  cut  to  pieces  as  he  was,  to  make 
his  escape--he  reached  the  r iver  closely  pursued  by  his  perse- 

<4 

cutor,  where,  finding  a  canoe,  he  made  all  hast  f or  the  shore; 
upon  arriving  at  which,  he  staggered  out  of  the  boat  and  fell 
exhausted  on  the  beach,  seemingly  resolved  to  die,  if  die  he 
must,  upon  a  soil  where  the  lav/s  were  r  espected.  Ty/o  other  of 
the  victims,  by  our  latest  intelligence,  w  ere  still  in  the 
hands  of  the  people  of  Tully,  if  death  of  w  hich  there  is  some 
probability,  has  not  put  an  end  to  their  sufferings. 

"Mr.  Miller,  v/ho  b  rought  down  the  proceedings  of  the 
meeting,  had  also  sundry  important  papers,  such  as  a  petition, 
affidavits,  &c.  detailing  a  history  of  the  outrages,  and  com- 
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municated  the  names  of  several  citizens  of  Tully,  who  were 
engaged  in  the  transaction;  all  of  which  has  been  laid  before 
Gov.  Carlin.  The  Governor  with  commendable  spirit,  we  learn, 
has  taken  hold  of  the  matter,  and  avows  his  entention( sic )  of 
investigating  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  these  out- 
rages--and  to  protect  the  Mormons  f  rom  future  outrage  and 
agression,  to  the  utmost  of  his  authority.  It  is  also  the  in¬ 
tention  of  the  Governor,  we  understand  as  soon  as  the  neces¬ 
sary  papers  can  b e  made  out,  to  demand  the  authors  of  the 
outrage  from  the  Execut/^of  Missouri.  Every  good  citizen,  of 
whatever  party  cor  denomination,  will  sustain  the  Governor, 
in  Vindicating  the  laws  of  our  State,  which  have,  in  this 
transaction,  been  shamefully  violated.” 

QUINCY  W  HIG,  Vol .  3.  No.  12,  P.  2.  Quincy,  Ill.  July  18,  1840. 
By  S.M.  Bartlett. 

V  St  St  St  *t  W  *#  */  V/  St 
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"PUBLIC  MEETING  AT  NAUVOO" 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Nauvoo,  Hancock  County, 
Illinois,  on  Monday,  July  13,  1840,  Judge  Elias  Higbee  was 
called  to  the  chair,  and  R.B.  Thompson  was  appointed  Secre¬ 
tary. 

"On  motion  the  following  Gentlemen  were  appointed  to  a 
committee  to  report  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  of 
this  meeting,  to  wit: 

"Isaac  Galland,  R.B.  Thompson,  Sidney  Rigdon,  D.H.  Wells. 
Whereupon, 

"The  committee  retired  and  after  a  short  absence,  report¬ 
ed  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions,  which  were  unanimous 
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ly  adopted, 

PREAMBLE 

"The  committee  appointed  to  express  the  sense  of  this 
meeting,  in  relation  to  the  recent  acts  of  abduction  and 
other  deeds  of  cruelty  and  inhumanity  committed  on  our 
citizens  by  those  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  beg  leave  res¬ 
pectfully  to  report: 

"That  having  under  consideration  the  painful  matters 
involved  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  they  have  been  forced 
to  arrive  at  the  following  conclusions: 

"1st.  That  the  people  of  Missouri  hot  having  sufficient¬ 
ly  slaked  their  thirst  for  blood  and  plunder,  are  now  dispos¬ 
ed  to  pursue  us  with  a  repetition  of  the  same  scenes  of 
brutality,  which  marked  their  whole  course  of  conduct,  to¬ 
wards  us  during  our  unhappy  residence  among  them. 

"2nd.  That,  notwithstanding  they  have  already  robbed 
us  of  our  homes,  murdered  our  families,  stolen  and  carried 
away  our  property,  and  their  exertions  to  complete  the  measure 
of  their  own  infamy  as  a  State  has  caused  unoffending  thousands 
to  be  banished  f rom  t he  State  without  even  the  form  of  trial 
or  the  slightest  evidence  of  crime. 

"  They  are  now  sending  their  gangs  of  murderous  banditti 
and  thieving  brigands  to  wreak  (sic)  further  vengeance  and 
satisfy  their  insatiable  cupitity  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  and 
that  too,  before  we  have  even  had  time  to  erect  shelter  for 
our  families. 

'5d.  That  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  semblance  of  justi¬ 
fication  to  their  most  unhallowed  conduct. 
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"The  people  of  Missouri  again  commence  concealing  goods 
within  the  limits  of  our  settlements,  as  they b ef ore  have 
done  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  in  order  to  r  aise  the  charge 
of  stealing  against  our  citizens  aid  under  this  guise  they  have 
within  a  few  days  kidnapped  and  carried  away  s  everal  honest 
and  worthy  citizens  of  this  county* 

,f4th*  Under  these  circums tai  ces ,  the  first  duty  and  the 
only  redress  which  seems  to  offer  itself  to  our  consideration 
is  an  appeal  to  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Illinois  for 
redress  and  protection  from  further  injuries  with  a  confidant 
assurance  that  he  unlike  the  Governor  of  the  State,  of  Mis¬ 
souri,  will  extend  the  Executive,  arm  to  protect  the  unof¬ 
fending  citizens  from  lawless  outrage* 

’’Therefore,  Resolved,  firstly,  that  we  view  with  no 
ordinary  feelings  the  approaching  danger  as  a  necessary  conse¬ 
quence,  following  the  outrageous  and  lawless  conduct  of  the 
citizens  of  Missouri,  and  setting  at  defiaice  the  laws  of  this 
as  w  ell  as  all  other  States  of  this  Union,  by  forcing  from 
their  homes  and  from  the  State,  civil  citizens  of  Illinois, 
and  taking  them  into  the  State  of  Missouri,  without  any  legal 
process  whatever,  and  there  inflicting  upon  them  base  cruel- 
ities  in  order  to  extort  false  confessions  from  them  to  gain 
a  colouring  (sic)  to  their  (the  Missourians)  iniquities  aid 
screen  themselves  from  the  just  indignation  of  an  incensed 
community. 

’’Resolved,  3d,  That  inasmuch  as  we  are  conscious  of  our 
honest  and  upright  intentions  and  are  at  all  times  ready  and 
willing  to  submit  to  the  requirements  of  the  law.  We  claim 
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of  the  citizens  and  authorities  of  this  State  protection  from 
unjust  and  before  unheard  of  oppressions. 

"Resolved,  4th,  That  the  forcible  abduction  of  our  citi¬ 
zens  by  those  of  Missouri,  is  a  violation  of  the  laws,  regu¬ 
lation  the  f  ederal  compact,  subversive  of  the  rights  of  free¬ 
men,  and  contrary  to  our  free  institutions  and  republican 
principle  s . 

"Resolved,  5th,  That  the  cruelities  practiced  upon  our 
citizens  since  their  abduction,  is  disgraceful  to  humanity, 
the  height  of  injustice  and  oppression,  and  would  disgrace 
the  annals  of  the  most  barbarous  nation  in  either  ancient 
or  modern  times,  and  can  only  find  its  parallel  in  the  Auto 
de  Fa  of  the  incuistion  in  Spain. 

"Resolved,  6th,  That  such  unconstitutional  and  unhallow¬ 
ed  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  of  Missouri,  ought 
to  arouse  every  patriot  to  exertions  and  diligence  to  put  a 
stop  to  such  procedure,  and  use  all  constitutional  means  to 
bring  the  offenders  to  justice. 

/ 

"Resolved,  7th,  That  we  memoralize  the  Executive  of 
State  upon  the  gross  outrage  which  has  been  committed  on  our 
citizens  and  plege  ourselves  to  aid  him  in  such  measures  as 
maybe  considered  necessary,  to  restore  our  citizens  to  free¬ 
dom,  and  have  satisfaction  for  the  wrongs  we  have  suffered. 

"Resolved,  8th,  That  the  above  be  published  in  the 
Quincy  Whig,  Quincy  Argus,  Western  World,  Burlington  Gazette, 
and  Hawkeye  and  Patriot. 

ELIAS  HIGBEE,  Chairman. 

R.B.  THOMPSON,  Sec'ry." 


QUINCY  WHIG,  Vol.  5,  No.  12,  P.  2  Quincy,  Ill.  Sat.  July  18, 
1840.  S.M.  Eartlett. 
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"THE  TULLY  AFFAIR" 

"As  little  as  v/e  think  of  the  following  communication  as 
an  composition,  we  are  bound,  v/e  suppose,  in  courtesy  to  give 
it  a  place.  If  outrages  have  been  committed  by  any  of  the 
citizens  of  Tully,  it  is  certainly  a  poor  defence  of  their 
conduct.  It  is  not  a  satisfactory  reply  to  any  part  of  what 
appeared  in  the  last  Yvhig  in  relation  to  this  matter.  So  far 
as  this  communication  r  ef ers  to  the  editorial  remarks  which 
preceded  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  at  Nauvoo  v/e  care  but 
little  about  it- -it  may  go  for  v/hat  it  is  v/orth.  What  v/e 
said  then,  w  e  had  authority  for,  and  we  believe  it  due  to 
justice  and  humanity  to  say  what  v/e  did.  The  same  informa¬ 
tion  v/e  published,  was  contained  in  c  ertain  affidavits  which 
v/ere  laid  before  the  Governor;  and  certainly  men’s  oaths 
should  have  far  more  credit  than  the  mere  denial  of  the  opposite 
party.  There  are  many  other  reasons  why  this  communication 
will  have  but  little  weight  with  the  public;  in  the  first 
place  it  is  made  up  altogether  of  assertions  without  sufficient 
proof;  in  the  second  place,  the  v/hole  communication  abounds 
in  abuse  of  the  whole  Mormon  denomination,  and  makes  them  aL  1 
responsible  for  what  may  hereafter  appear  to  be  the  overt¬ 
acts  of  a  few;  and  in  the  third  place,  it  neither  affirms  or 
denies  that  outrages  have  or  have  not  been  committed  by  the 
people  of  Tully,  that  men  v/ere  inhumanly  scourged  into  the 
confession  of  crime,  that  it  may  hereafter  appear  that  they 
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were  innocent  of. --If  they  had  suspicions  that  any  of  the  Mor¬ 
mons  had  stolen  their  property  why  did  they  not  appeal  to  the 
lav/s  of  Illinois  to  assist  them  in  ferreting  out  the  thieves? 
Why  did  they  abduct  individuals  from  this  State,  and  assume 
the  punishment  of  a  crime,  without  a  form  of  law  or  anything 
of  the  kind? 

"Do  they  believe  that  the  laws  of  Illinois  will  justify 
anyone  in  the  commission  of  crime?  Do  they b  elieve  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  Illinois  would  harbor  or  uphold  any  class  of  men  or 
Society  in  their  depredations  upon  their  neighbors  in  Mis¬ 
souri?  Certainly  they  cannot.  Eut  this  communication 
charges  the  c  rime  upon  the  whole  S  ociety.  There  may  be  bad 
men  among  the  Mormons--and  what  Society  is  there  not?-- 
but  it  does  not  argue,  that  because  such  is  the  case,  that 
the  whole  denomination  should  be  condemned. 

"Y/e  received  this  communication  at  a  late  hour.  It  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  b  een  drawn  up  in  haste  and  in  a  bad  spirit. 

The  language  is  intemperate — uncandid--and  not  such  as  should 
emanate  from  a  community  that  has  been  unjustly  assailed. 

The  Mormons  have  fortified  their  statement  of  the  transaction 
with  affidavits,  while  this  communication  is  made  up  alto¬ 
gether  of  assertions  of  attacks  upon  a  whole  community. 

"We  should  not,  at  all  events  have  published  this  communi¬ 
cation  as  anonymous;  but  it  appears  to  be  endorsed  by  eighteen 
names,  of,  we  presume,  citizens  of  Tully,  who  in  private  let¬ 
ters,  r  equest  its  publication. 

"As  this  transaction  will  undergo  a  legal  investigation, 
all  controversy,  so  far  as  this  journal  is  concerned,  will  end 
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here. 

"For  the  Quincy  Whig. 

"Mr.  Editor: --In  your  paper  of  the  18th  inst.  we  were 
much  surprised  to  find  a  tissue  of  vile  slander  and  gross 
falsehoods,  against  the  citizens  of  Missouri,  and  more  parti¬ 
cularly  Tully;  hut,  sir,  we  v;  ould  not  have  condescended  to 
notice  them,  had  you  not  prefaced  the  proceedings,  (v/e  allude 
to  the  preamble  and  resolutions  of  the  Mormons  at  Nauvoo) 
v/ith  what  v/e  think  an  uncalled  for  editorial  article  of  near¬ 
ly  a  column  in  length,  upon  the  exp  arte  testimony  of  one 
Miller.  V/e  know  nothing  of  Mr.  MilDe  r,  but  this  v/e  do  know, 
that  our  citizens  have  been  agreviously  (sic)  misrepresented 
in  the  whole  article.  Of  the  late  Mormon  difficulty  on  the 
Missouri  river  we  have  nothing  to  do,  suffice  it  to  say,  that 
if  the  Mormon  propensity  for  stealing,  predominated  as  highly 
there  as  it  does  here,  and  the  Prophet  sanctioned  their  pro¬ 
ceedings  there,  as  he  does  here,  they  had  just  cause  for  their 
expulsion. 

"The  facts  of  the  case,  if  w  e  understand  them  are  these. 

The  preamble  and  resolutions  of  the  citizens  of  Nauvoo  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.  In  June  last,  Messrs.  Wilson 
and  Steward,  of  this  place,  had  a  lot  of  goods  consigned 
them,  and  among  the  articles  v/ere  three  boxes  of  Cotton  Yarn, 
and  eight  kegs  of  Nails,  left  at  the  landing.  The  Nails  were 
rolled  in  the  river--the  boxes  of  Yarn,  together  v/ith  a  skiff, 
belonging  to  Capt.  Nelson,  were  stolen;  a  short  time  after¬ 
wards,  a  valuable  chest  of  carpenter’s  tools,  belonging  to  J. 
M.  Strother,  were  missing;  and  in  close  succession  8  barrels 
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of  salt  and  one  of  sugar,  from  the  warehouse  of  Capt.  Vihite 
and  also  five  other  lots  of  carpenter’s  tools,  belonging  to 
different  persons , --the  tools  amounting  in  all  to  some  6  or 
700  dollars.  During  these  worse  than  Scythian  irruptions,  a 
warehouse  some  eight  miles  above  this,  was  rifled  of  its  con¬ 
tents,  and  the  dwelling  of  Messrs.  Brown  and  Liggen  were 
entered  and  plundered,  and  many  farmers  in  our  vicinity  had 
horses  stolen  from  them;  aL 1  of  these  depredations,  and  many 
others,  were  committed  v/ithin  a  month  from  their  first  in- 
cersion.  In  this  alarming  state  of  affairs,  it  is  not  to 
be  wondered  that  the  citizens  of  Tully,  should  take  some  de¬ 
cisive  steps  to  ferret  out  the  thieves.  A  party  was  des¬ 
patched  to  scour  the  bottom  opposit  our  village,  and  others 
the  islands  below,  not  once  suspecting  the  Mormons,  much 
less  the  conveying  of  the  articles  and  concealing  them  v/ith¬ 
in  their  limits,  to  entrap  and  kidnap  their  citizens.  No, 
sir;  v/hen  we  discovered  part  of  our  property,  and  found  those 
’’Persecuted  Latter  Day  Sants,”  in  the  immediate  neighborhood 
of  the  stolen  goods,  and  with  many  corroborating  circumstances 
to  justify  us  in  the  belief  that  they  were  the  perpetrators 
of  the  many  enormities  of  which  were  viere  suffering.  We  were 
shocked  to  find  that  men  had  become  so  degraded,  under  the 
cloak  and  garb  of  religion,  they  had  committed  burglary,  lar- 
cency,  and  God  knows  how  many  crimes,  to  satiate  the  Christi¬ 
an  revenge  of  their  "Most  holy  Prophet.” 

”Ncr,  sir,  did  we  believe,  when  we  first  found  those  pinks 
of  Christianity,  that  they  w  ould  be  countenanced  by  their 
Society,  believing  as  we  did,  that  there  were  a  few  that  had 
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imposed  themselves  upon  their  Society,  and  that  they  would 
be  immediately  e  xpelled.  Judge  then,  sir,  of  our  surprise 
when  some  of  our  citizens  went  to  Nauvoo,  they  carried  an 
order  from  Brown  to  his  wife,  to  get  the  stolen  goods,  that 
was  said  to  b e  there  by  the  prisoners;  when  we  heard  from 
them  on  the  return,  that  they  had  been  prisoners  by  this 
most  Christian  people,  (at  whose  instigation  suit  had  been 
commenced  against  them,  )  and  to  hear  that  the  ’’Holy  Prophet” 
in  presence  of  our  said  citizens,  justified  those  plunderers 
in  their  nefarious  proceedings;  and  that  they  would  continue 
it,  till  they  had  recompensed  themselves  for  their  Missouri 
difficulties,  to  the  amount  of  $3,000,000.  When  we  first 
came  up  with  Brown  and  Boyce,  in  the  bottom,  they  w ere  near 
the  stolen  skiff.  Brown  was  recognized  by  some  of  our 
citizens  as  being  the  person  who  had  been  in  our  Town,  on 
the  evening  the  first  goods  were  stolen,  but  he  denied  ever 
being  there  at  any  time,  and  being  questioned  they  said  that 
they  had  stayed  at  Mr.  Mauley’s  the  preceding  night,  some 
eight  or  ten  were  sent  some  eight  or  ten  miles  to  Mai  ley’s 
there  we  found  they  had  not  been.  This  Mai  ley  is  a  ’’latter 
day  saint”  and  we  believe  an  honest  man.  On  coming  up  with 
the  others,  Allard,  ’’the  respectable  old  gentleman”,  if  you 
will,  and  Rogers  who  had  a  wagon,  without  a  body,  and  w  ere 
making  directly  to  the  stolen  goods,  but w ere  admonished  by 
the  one  of  Brov/n  on  horseback  that  there  v/ere  armed  men  in 
the  bottom,  they  then  turned  their  wagon  and  were  retracing 
their  steps,  when  we  came  up  to  them  they  said  they  were 
after  a  stick  of  timber,  we  asked  for  their  axe,  they  had 


■ 


52, 


none,  finding  they  failed,  they  said  they  v;ere  after  boards, 
no  body  on  the  wagon  to  hold  the  boards  recollect,  with 
these  and  many  such  contradictory  tales,  we  were  satisfied 
that  they  were  knowing  and  accessaries  to  the  theft.  Happy 
for  that  venerable  old  man  that  he  lived  in  the  age  of 
"direct  inspiration"  for  had  not  that  angel  in  the  shape  of 
a  boy,  warned  them  to  flee,  the  poor  old  man's  feelings 
would  have  been  wonderfully  shocked  at  the  sight  of  the  Mis¬ 
souri  trophies.,  such  as  children's  inexpressibles,  chil¬ 
dren's  clothing  of  all  kinds  and  sizes,  together  w ith  other 
clothes,  and  some  sheets  marked  (EAW)  for  we  believe  that  the 
old  man  had  never  seen  them,  but  that  he  knew  that  he  was 
going  to  haul  stolen  property,  (at  least  this  is  Roger's  state¬ 
ment.)  Together  with  the  clothes  were  found  a  bunch  of  keys, 
say  20;  they  are  now  in  the  possession  of  Wm.  Ellis  of  Lima, 
who w  as  present  during  the  whole  day  on  which  they w ere  taken 
with  other  citizens  of  Ill, 

"As  to  the  kidnapping  and  whipping  v/e  know  nothing  of 
it,  being  some  of  the  company  that  were  sent  to  Mauley's  but 
this  we  do  know  by  the  statements  of  Brown  and  Allard,  who 
themselves  say  they  w ere  not  whipped.  Brown  confessed  upon 
the  condition  they  would  not  prosecute  him  nor  did  they.  He 
confessed  and  pointed  out  where  the  balance  of  the  stolen 
property  was  a  part  of  which  he  said  had  been  c arried  to  Nau- 
voo,  and  he  was  detained  only  until  we  had  gotten  the  goods; 
during  this  time  he  found  means  to  e  scape.  Allard  was  releas¬ 
ed  the  other  two  were  tried  before  an  examining  court,  plead 
guilty,  and  held  to  bail  at  §1,000  each  upon  default  of  which 
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"The  above,  Mr.  Editor,  is  a  concise  statement  of  facts, 
as  we  recollect  them;  and  would  ask  any  candid  man  to  say, 
talcing  all  the  circumstances  together,  that  they  would  not 
have  acted  as  we  have  done.  This  public  meeting  at  Nauvoo, 
by  a  people,  professing  tob  e  Christians,  whose  whole  object 
seems  to  be  to  tolerate  and  encourage  stealing  by  their  sect, 
and  anathematize  all  who  would  in  any  wise  retard  their  prog¬ 
ress  they  made  themselves  particeps  crimlnas.  by  concealing 
the  thieves  and  the  stolen  property  and  recommending  their 
brethren  to  continue  their  unhallowed  depredations. --And, 

Sir,  that  imposter.  Smith  is  a  curse  to  Society,  a  wolf  in 
sheep’s  clothing;  one  that  has  truly  "stolen  the  livery  of 
Heaven  to  serve  the  devil  in."  A  man  entirely  destitute  of 
moral  honesty  and  one  that  scruples  at  nothing  to  e  ffect 
his  object;  and  our  citizens  that  were  at  Nauvoo  do  say  that 
he  in  their  trial  swore  to  things  that  were  entirely f al se, 
and  so  it  was  proven  by  their  own  brethren.  If  these  are 
good  citizens,  God  save  us  from  bad  ones. 

"Maiy  citizens  of  Tully. 

"July  21,  1840. 

"The  Quincy  Argus  and  the  Missouri  papers  will  please  copy." 
QUINCY  WHIG.  Vol.  5,  No.  13,  P.  2-3.  Quincy,  Illinois,  Sat. 
July  25,  1840.  By  S.M.  Bartlett. 


"THE  MORMONS. --We  learn  that  the  agent  or  officer  des¬ 
patched  by  Governor  Carlin  to  the  Governor  of  Missouri,  for 
the  purpose  of  demanding  the  authors  of  the  outrage  commit- 
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ted  upon  c  ertain  Mormon  citizens  of  this  State,  at  Tully,  in 
July  last,  has  returned,  and  that  the  demand  was  successful 
(sic).  The  authors  of  the  outrage  will  he  given  up,  to  be 
dealt  with  according  to  our  laws, 

’’Immediately  upon  the  return  of  Gov.  Carlin’s  messeng¬ 
er,  two  envoys  made  their  appearance  in  our  city,  from  Gov. 
Boggs  of  Missouri,  commissioned  with  power  to  demand  of 
Gov.  Carlin,  Joseph  Smith,  jr.  and  Sydney  Higdon,  two  citizens 
of  this  State, --as  runway  criminals  from  Missouri  . 

”Gov.  Carlin  and  the  two  Missouri  agents,  held  a  confer¬ 
ence  on  Sunday  last--yes,  on  the  Sabbath  day--and  the  result 
was,  we  learn,  that  Gov.  Carlin  is  to  give  up  Messers.  Smith 
and  Rigdon,  to  the  Missouri  authorities. 

”So  it  appears  that  the  locofoco  Governors  of  Missouri 
and  Illinois,  are  carrying  out  a  fine  scheme  between  t hem. 

The  Governor  of  Missouri  is  perfectly  willing  to  give  up  the 
Tully  rioters,  to b e  tried  by  our  laws,  if  in  return,  the 
Governor  of  Illinois,  will  surrender  up  tv vo  citizens  of  thi3 
State,  to  b e  sacrificed  by  a  Missouri  mob. 

”Y/e  greatly  doubt  the  policy  c f  this  step  on  the  part 
of  Gov.  Carlin.  Most  certainly,  Smith  and  Rigdon  should  not 
be  given  up.  The  Governor  w ell  knows  the  prejudices  exist¬ 
ing  in  Missouri  against  the  Society,  of  which  they  are 
prominent  members.  Should  they  be  given  up,  and  the  Governor 
of  Missouri  should  protect  them  from  a  mob,  they  could  never 
expect  justice  in  a  trial  under  the  laws  of  Missouri.  The 
prejudices  against  their  Society,  originating  in  foul  in¬ 
justice  and  official  persecution,  so  deeply  affect  the  minds 
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of  the  people  of  Upper  Missouri,  that  a  trial  for  crimes  al- 
ledged  against  them,  would  be  mere  mockery--a  farce.  Their 
cases  are  all  pre-; judged.  Even  if  tried  and  acquitted,  the 
mob  would  not  leave  them  to  go  harmless  from  the  State. 

Under  this  view  of  the  circumstances,  the  Governor  should 
have  reflected  more  than  two  hours  b  efore  he  consented  to 
give  up  Smith  and  Rigdon.  If  he  give  them  up,  he  gies  them 
up  as  victims  for  a  sacrifice,  aid  their  families  will  see 
them  no  more." 

QUINCY  WHIG,  Vol .  3,  No. 20,  P.  2  Quincy,  Ill.,  September  32, 
1840.  By  S.M.  Bartlett. 

"GOV.  CARLIN  **  SMITH  AND  RIGID  N" 

'"The  Governor  of  Missouri,  however,  soon  made  a  formal 
demand  upon  the  Governor  of  Illinois,  for  the  surrender  to 
the  authorities  of,  &c." 

'"Here  they  (the  whigs)  would,  if  possessed  of  power  hold 
themselves  superior  to  law,  and  proceed  in  such  a  manner  as 
would  lead  to  serious  difficulties  between  the  two  States. 
Quincy  Argus . ' 

"  Pudge]  We  repeat.  Smith  and  Rigdon  should  not  be 
given  up.  The  law  requiring  the  Governor  of  our  State  to 
deliver  up  figitives  from  justice,  is  a  salutary  and  wise  one, 
and  should  not  in  ordinary  circumstances  be  disregarded,  but 
as  there  are  occasions  that  authroize  the  citizens  of  a  State 
to r  esent  a  tyrannical  and  oppressive  government,  so  there 
are  occasions  when  it  is  not  only  the  privilege  but  the  duty 
of  the  governor  of  the  State  to  refuse  to  surrender  the  citi- 
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zens  of  his  State  upon  the  requisition  of  the  Executive  of 
another , --and  this  we  consider  as  the  case  of  Smith  and  Rig- 
don. 

"The  lav;  is  made  to  secure  the  punishment  of  the  guilty 
and  not  to  sacrifice  the  innocent.  And  the  governor  whose  para¬ 
mount  duty  it  is  to  protect  the  citizens  of  his  State  from 
lawless  violence,  whenever  he  knows  that  to  comply  with  such 
requisitions  he  v;ould  be  delivering  the  citizen  into  the  hands 
of  a  mob  as  a  victim  to  appease  the  thirst  of  the  infuriated 
multitude  for  blood,  without  trial  and  without  justice, -- 
under  such  circums tances--we  repeat  the  Governor  is  bound  by 
the  highest  of  all  human  laws,  to  refuse  to  comply  with  the 
requisition;  and  will  the  Argus  or  Governor  Carlin  pretend 
to  deny  that  the  present  is  not  a  case  of  this  kJjtK}. 

"The  history  of  the  Mormon  difficulty  in  Missouri  is  of 
too  recent  origin  not  to  be  well  known  to  the  Governor.  A 
few  years  since,  v/hen  they  had  settled  in  the  far  west,  aid 
had  gathered  around  them  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of 

i 

life,  and  were  beginning  to r eap  the  just  reward  of  their  in¬ 
dustry  and  enterprise,  a  mob  attempted  to  drive  them  from 
their  home;  a  s  peaceful  citizens  enjoying  all  the  rights  guar¬ 
anteed  to  them  by  a  Republican  Constitution,  they  had  a  right 
and  did  call  on  the  Governor  of  Missouri,  for  protection. 

Did  he,  in  obedience  to  the  oath  which  he  had  taken  to  sup¬ 
port  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  respond  to  the  call  as 
the  governor  should?  No]--and  forever  will  a  stain r est  upon 
the  name  of  Lillburn  W.  Boggs,  and  the  state  of  Missouri] 

Mr.  Boggs  told  the  Mormons  that  they  must  take  care  of  them- 
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selves--in  fact  denying  them  the  protection  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  under  whose  broad  folds  they  had  taken  shelter.  Thus 
denied  the  protection  of  the  State,  they  prepared  to  defend 
their  homes,  wives  and  children. --Did  Mr.  Boggs,  as  the  con¬ 
troversy  proceeded,  remain  a  neutral  spectator,  as  his  first 
intimation  had  given  the  Mormons  to  understand?  Oh,  No  I  — 
when  the  Mob  was  forced  to  fly  for  safety  like  cowards  as 
they w  ere- -then  this  wise  and  oath-bound  Executive,  called 
out  the  militia  of  the  State,  to  aid  in  expelling--or 
rather,  to  use  one  of  the  expressions  of  Mr.  Boggs — in  "ex¬ 
terminating"  the  Mormons — which  is  as  much  as  to  s  ay,  -~ 
if  the  Mormons  cannot  be  driven f  rom  t heir  homes,  their 
possessions,  and  all  else  that  they  hold  d ear,  peaceably — 
why  then,  kill,  murder,  burn,  destroy,  anything,  so  the 
Mormons  a  re  "exterminated,"  f rom t  he  Statel  Most  just,  humane, 
wise  and  patriotic  Governor  Boggs! 

"Many  of  them  were  barbarously  butchered  and  all  shame¬ 
fully  unsettled  and  cruelly  d  riven  from  their  comfortable  fire¬ 
sides  at  an  inclement  season  of  the  year, --those  who  escaped 
secret  murder,  were  inhumanly  and  savagely  treated,  their 
females  violated,  and  their  property  c  onf iscated  and  plundered 
by  the  barbarous  Vandals  who  were  persecuting  them  even  unto 
death]--and  to  such  men  and  to  such  people,  would  Gov.  Carlin 
deliver  up  two  of  our  Mormon  citizens  for  a  s acrif ice  I --We 
oppose  this  barter  and  trade  in  blood,  upon  higher  grounds 
than  the  mere  forms  of  law  upon  which  the  Argus  justifies  the 
Governor.  If  w e  believed  that  Smith  and  Rigdon  had  been  guilty 
of  criminal  act  in  Missouri,  and  could  have  a  fair  trial  for 


such  acts  under  the  lav/s  of  that  State,  we  should  be  among  the 
first  to  advocate  the  surrender  of  those  gentlemen.  It  is  not 
the  lav/s  of  Missouri,  of  which  we  complain,  it  is  of  the  of¬ 
ficers  who  are  appointed  who  execute  and  c  arry  out  those 
laws.  Their  conduct  must  be  forever  reprobated--it  is  a  last¬ 
ing  disgrace  to  the  State. 

"  The  Mormons  have  resided  in  our  State  since  they  were 
driven  out  of  Missouri  behaving  as  good  citizens.  Smith  and 
Rigdon- in  particular,  have  resided  ever  since  within  the  limit 
of  our  State,  undoubtedly  w  ith  the  full  knowledge  of  the  auth¬ 
orities  of  Missouri,  but  no  demand  is  made  till  the  citizens 
of  Missouri,  pursuing  them  in  their  new  homes  in  this  State, 
with  the  same  disregard  of  la?;  that  marked  their  previous 
conduct,  a  call  Is  made  upon  the  governor  of  that  State  to 
deliver  them  over  to  our  authorities  to  be  tired  for  violat¬ 
ing  our  laws,  then  the  very  vigilant  governor  of  Missouri 
calls  for  the  apprehension  of  Smith  and  RigaonJ 

"It  maybe  that  Governor  Carlin  and  Boggs  have  a  private 
understanding — that  a  cartel,  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  may 
be  agreed  on te tween  t hem.  It  it  is  so,  the  Gov.  is  trif¬ 
ling  with  the  lives  of  our  citizens — with  the  lives  of  those 
whom  he  has  sworn  to  protect.  Reason,  justice  and  humanity, 
cries  out  against  the  proceeding. 

"We  repeat,  that  compliance  on  the  part  of  Gov.  Carlin, 
would  be  to  deliver  them  not  to  b e  tried  for  crime,  but  to 
be  punished  without  crime;  and  that  under  these  circumstances, 
they  had  a  right  to  claim  protection  as  citizens  of  this 
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QUINCY  WHIG.  Vol.  3,  No.  22,  P.2.  Quincy,  Ill.,  Sat.  Sept.  26, 


1840.  S.M.  Bartlett.  (Editorial) 


"We  thought  it  would  turn  out  a  farce.  The  Missorui 
authorities  have  not  given  up--nor  never  w ill, --the  authors 
of  the  outrage  upon  the  Mormons  at  Tully,  in  July  last.” 

QUINCY  WHIG,  Vol.  3,  No. 2  2,  P.  2.  Quincy,  Ill.  September 
26,  1840.  S.M.  Bartlett. 

4\  ',r  /» 

"MORMON  STEALING" 

"•Behold  it  is  said  in  my  laws,  you  are  forbidden  to  get 
in  debt  to  thine  enemies;  but  behold  it  is  not  said  at  any 
time,  that  the  Lord  should  not  take  what  he  please,  and  pay 
as  seemeth  him  good. • --Mormon  Book  of  Doctrines  and  Covenants, 
page  147. 

"In  our  paper  of  January  Is  t,  w  e  published  a  partial  list 
of  the  losses  sustained  by  the  citizens  of  Monte  Belle  Pre¬ 
cinct,  by  theft  and  trespass,  as  sent  us  by  the  committee.  .... 

"It  will  be  recollected  that  Montebello  is  the  oldest 
settlement  in  the  county;  and  the  inhabitants  are  respectable 
and  substantial f  armers.  Their  committee  r eports  that  no 
thefts  were  committed  in  the  settlement  up  to  the  time  when 
the  Mormons  came  amongst  us.  Since  then,  as  their  report 
show,  there  has  been  a  regular  system  of  pilaging.  This  set¬ 
tlement  is  one  of  the  smallest,  in  old  citizens  in  the  county 

• 

--there  not  being  over  35  families  of  old  settlers  in  the 
Precinct;  but  is  surrounded  by  Mormons,  and  this  f  act  alone, 
plainly  demonstrated  who  the  thieves  are.  And  here,  it  may 
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not  be  inappropriate  to  mention  a  remarkable  fact:  Those 
settlements  in  the  county,  that  are  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  Mormons,  have  suffered  by f  ar  the  most  from  thefts:  such 
as  Montebello,  LaHarpe,  Fountain  Green,  Appanooce,  Bear 
Creek,  &c.,  while  those  settlements  Y/hich  have  no  Mormons  in, 
or  around  them  such  as  Warsav/,  Augusta,  &c.,  have  suffered 
comparatively  little.  The  number  of  thefts  in  Warsaw,  where 
the  Mormons  have  d  ways  been  afraid  to  settle,  is  scarcely 
v/ath  r  eporting,  while  Fountain  Green,  LaHarpe,  Montebello, 

&c.,  there  is  scarcely  a  family,  but  what  has  lost  from  $50 
to  $500  worth  of  property  since  the  Mormons  came  amongst  us! 
--besides  this,  nineteen  out  of  twenty  of  the  thieves,  who 
are  detected,  are  Mormons--and  in  many  instances  Mormon 
Elders,  :. . . . 

’'REPORTS  FROM  NAUVOO  -  Belov;,  we  give  the  report  of  Mr. 
Keegan,  from  Nauvoo.  It  does  not  ho// ever  give  the  one  tenth 
part  of  the  thieving  operations  of  the  Mormons  in  the  Holy 
City  as  it  only  includes  the  losses  of  a  few  of  the  old  set¬ 
tlers.  It  will  b e  borne  in  mind  that  there  are  but  a  very 
few,  in,  or  near  Nauvoo,  who  are  not  either  Mormons,  or  else 
intimately  connected  with  Mormons. 

"There  are  numerous  acts  of  thefts,  and  robberies,  in 
Nauvoo  which  v/ e  have  heard  of,  and  w  hie  h  can  be  fully  substanti¬ 
ated,  not  reported  by  Mr.  Keegan.  His  report  does  not  include 
the  losses  of  either  the  seceders  of  the  Rigdonites,  v/ho  are 
now  losing  daily  their  loose  property. 

"It  v/ ill  be  observed,  that  many  v/ho  have  sustained  heavy 
loses  in  Nauvoo,  are  afraid  to  report  the  same.  What  a  desper- 


. 
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ate  state  of  things,  when  men  in  a  free  country,  dare  not  tell 
their  grievances?  Is  it  not  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to 
look  into  this  matter,  and  probe  to  the  bottom  of  the  system 
of  villainy,  which  has  virtually  made  slaves  of  many  of  the 
citizens  of  the  State--slaves  to  a  more  damnable  despotism 
than  my  that  disgraced  the  old  world* 

REPORT  OF  C.  KEEGAN  OF  NAUVOO  PRECINCT 
”To  the  Central  Committee : --Being  requested  to  give  some 
statements  of  the  amount  of  articles  stolen  from  the  old  set¬ 
tlers  in  this  district,  to  the  committee  appointed  in  Monte¬ 
bello,  I  proceed  to  lay  before  the  Central  Committee  such 
facts  as  on  investigation,  have  come  to  my  knowledge. 

’’CHRISTOPHER  KEEGAN  had  stolen  sundries  of  clothes,  wear¬ 
ing  apparel,  furniture,  leather,  &c.,  in  the  city  of  Nauvoo, 
to  the  amount  of  $150.--;  also  a  4  gal.  jar  preserves;  also 
1  very  large  fat  cow;  also  two  cords  of  wood;  also  orchard 
stealing  and  numerous  acts  of  Trespass. 

’’THOMAS  MOFFITT,  near  Nauvoo,  had  30  hogs  stolen;  also 

r 

milk  pans,  shirts,  socks,  bee  stands,  and  continued  wood 
stealing,  and  he  was  threatened  in  the  most  violent  manner, 
when  endeavoring  to  prevent  these  aggressions. 

’’JOHN  MOFFITT,  near  Nrnvoo,  had  stolen,  1st.,  one  veal 
calf--2nd.,  stand  bees--3d.,  corn  and  pumpkins- -4th. ,  two 
stand  bees — 6th.,  two  2  year  old  heif ers--7th, ,  between  2  and 
3  acres  of  corn--8th.,  a  qi  antity  wearing  apparel--9th, ,  a 
log  chain,  ring  bolt,  hammer  and  pitch  fork--10th.,  30  cords 
of  chopped  wood;  besides  continued  trespassing  on  orchard, 
standing  wood.,  &c . ,  &c. 


* 
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"CHRISTOPHER  TALLANT,  near  Nauvoo,  had  2  horses  shot; 
also,  one  bee  stand,  and  four  hogs  stolen. 

"DAVIDSON  HIBBARD,  in  Nauvoo,  had  stolen,  1st.,  three 
bushels  of  corn  from  crib;  2nd.,  a  bee  stand;  3d.,  a  washing 
of  cloths;  4th.,  twelve  yards  of  domestic;  5th.,  a  bee  stand; 
6th.,  a  fat  cow,  taken  from  his  premises,  v/hich  did  not  be¬ 
long  to  him;  but  on  notice  being  given  by  t  he  owner,  that  the 
cow  was  his  only  dependence,  3/4  of  a  beef  w  as  returned  to 
him  in  the  night,  v/ith  a  letter,  stating,  that  they  thought 
it  was  Gentile  beef  they  had  taken;  7th.,  a  3  year  old  c  olt; 
8th.,  some  10  or  12  bushels  of  corn,  besides  many  other  simi¬ 
lar  acts. 

"JAMES  MOFFIT  in  Nauvoo,  had  stolen,  50  c  ords  chopped 
wood,  one  steer,  one  co w,  one  2  year  old  hog,  5  bushels  wheat, 
6  bush,  corn,  with  numerous  acts  of  trespass. 

"JOHN  WILLIAMS,  near  Nauvoo,  had  stolen  6  hogs. 

"Note.  There  is  a  numerous  body  of  men  in  this  district 
large  losers  by  theft,  (which  can  be  attributed  to  no  other 
cause,  than  their  proximity  to  the  Mormons, )  who  are  deterred 
from  exposing  their  losses,  from  the  fear  of  incurring  venge¬ 
ance  of  the  rabble  as  well  as  the  LAW  ABIDING  AJ THORITIES  of 
this  place] 

"In  addition  to  the  above,  an  item  has  been  handed  us, 
of  $160.00  in  cash  stolen  from  William  V.hite  in  Nauvoo,  in 
1839.  Messrs.  Kilbourn’s  store  in  Nauvoo  was  robbed  in  1839, 
of  about  $400.00  in  goods.  Messrs.  Robinson  &  Finch’s  store 
in  Nauvoo,  was  robbed  of  $800,00  worth  of  goods.  Mr.  Bryant 
in  Nauvoo,  we  learn,  was  lately  robbed  of  about  $200.00  vo  rth 
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of  goods.  There  ere  a  host  of  other  items  which  we  have  taken 
measures  to  collect  from  Nauvoo,  and  as  soon  as  received,  will 
lay  them  b e fore  our  readers." 

Y/ARSAW  SIGNAL.  Ytfiole  No.  162— New  Series  No.  47,  P.  2. 
Y/arsaw,  Ill.  Jan. 22,  1845.  Thos  C.  Sharp. 

*n"  *  wC  *  A  />*  *  »“*  »  /»* 

"MORMON  THIEVES." 

"As  stated  last  week  that  several  horses  had  been  stolen 
from  the  neighborhood  of  Bear  Creek,  but  we  had  not  then  as¬ 
certained  who w  ere  the  sufferers.  We  have  since  learned 
that  Mahon  -  lost  two  horses,  Edward  Day  two,  Mr.  Shep¬ 
herd  one,  Tuman  Kinny  one,  George  -  one,  and  R.  Gilham 

one.  The  Latter  Day  Saints,  not  content  with  fleecing  the 

Gentiles,  commenced  on  each  other.  Sidney  Knowl -  had  a 

yoke  of  cattle  stolen  by  a  brother  Mormon  in  whom  he  placed 
the  utmost  confidende. 

"The  northern  part  of  the  county,  the  complaints  of  the 
thieving  operations  of  the  Mormons  are  more  numerous  than 
ever.  Every  description  of  loose  property,  such  as  Bee  gums, 
plows,  harness,  &c ♦ ,  unless  closely  guarded  is  taken  away. 

V/e  have  heard  within  the  past  week  of  other  horse  thieving 
operations,  but  do  not  know  the  particulars. 

"in  view  of  the  fact,  that  no  man  appears  to  be  (word 
gone)  in  his  property  within  the  county,  we  conceive  that  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  citizens  to  t  ake  active  measures  to  pre¬ 
vent  further  depredations.  Let  there  at  least  be  an  organi¬ 
zation  for  the  purpose  of  ferreting  out  offenders. 

it 
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SANG  ALIO  JOURNAL.  Vol.  14— Ho.  7— Whole  No.  683.  P.  3.  Sept. 
26,  1844.  Springfield,  Ill.  S.  Francis. 


"ROBBERY  AT  NAUVOO. — The  Mormons  still  seem  to  think 
that  they  render  God  service  by  robbing  the  Gentiles.  On  the 
night  of  the  16th  of  October,  the  store  of  Mr.  Harrison  Kim¬ 
ball  of  Nauvoo,  was  robbed.  A  small  safe,  painted  green,  was 
taken,  containing  about  $400  in  gold,  silver  and  paper  money. 
A  r eceipt  for  $8,000  worth  of  notes,  given  by  Gamble  &  Walk¬ 
er;  certificates  of  s  tocks  for  $10,000  of  the  Farmers  and 
Mechanics  Insurance  Company  of  St.  Louis,  1  piece  of  blue 
cloth;  1  piece  of  blue  Ky  jeans;  1  piece  mixed  cloth;  1  piece 
olive  cloth;  30  pieces  prints,  linsey,  blue  drills,  bleached 
sheetings  and  1  $10  bill  on  the  Jefferson  County  Bmk,  New 
York,  No.  4121,  letter  A.  Nothing  has  been  heard  of  the 
goods  or  money  since  they  so  mysteriously  disappeared. 

NEW  ERA." 

SANG  AMO  JOURNAL.  Vol.  14— No.  14 —Whole  No.  690.  Nov.  14, 

# 

1844.  Springfield,  Ill.  S.  Francis. 

W  %/  \/  w  w  w 
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"ROBBERY  BY  MORMONS.  —A  gentleman.  has  given  us  the  fol¬ 
lowing  particulars  of  a  robbery  w  hich  occurred  near  Pekin 
sometime  during  last  week.  Three  men,  declaring  themselves 
to  be  Mormon  elders  and  advocating  Mormon  doctrines  came  and 
remained  several  days  in  a  neighborhood  where  lived  an  old 
man,  who w  as  reputed  to  have  a  considerable  amount  of  cash  on 
hand.  One  night  about  three  days  after  they  had  come  there, 
the  wife  of  the  old  man  w as  aroused  by  some  moving  about  in 
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the  house,  and  on  looking  up  she  discovered  these  three  Mor¬ 
mons,  or  pretended  Mormons,'  just  about  leaving  the  room. 

She  immediately  awoke  her  husband,  who  started  out  after 
them,  but  they w  ere  gone.  He  then  gathered  some  of  his  nei¬ 
ghbors  and  pursued  them  to  where  they  had  crossed  the  river, 
arriving  there  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  behind  them.  They 
had  stolen  from  him  6  hundred  dollars;  and  one  of  them,  a 
day  or  two  previous,  had  obtained  from  him  change  for  a 
hundred  dollar  bill,  which  proved  to  be  spurious, — (Morgan 
Journal. " 

IOWi^ORNING  STAR.  Vol.  1— No.  1--P.  5.  Keokuk,  Iowa.  April 
24,  1845.  Th.  Gregg,  Editor. 

C*W *VC*“  “a*”  ~ nT ’C  VC 

"MORMONANIA.  " 

"About  the  first  of  the  present  month.  Constable  Welch, 
of  Cemp  Creek  Precinct,  went  to  Nauvoo  to  collect  an  execu¬ 
tion.  While  there,  himself  and  a  friend  who w  as  with  him, 

had  their  horses  stripped  of  their  saddles  and  turned  loose 

/ 

in  the  streets.  Being  afraid  of  losing  horses,  saddles  and 
all,  they  put  for  home. 

"On  the  night  of  Jan.  1st,  George  McDaniel,  of  Rocky- 
Run  Precinct,  had  15  bushels  of  corn  stolen  from  his  crib. 

"On  the  3d  January,  a  man  by  the  name  of  John  Brannan 
v/ as  committed  by  Esq,  V.aker  of  Green  Plains  Precinct,  for 
stealing  a  watch  and  pair  of  pantaloons  in  Nauvoo.  The 
proof  was  plain,  and  the  man  acknowledged  the  theft. 

"The  Nauvoo  Neighbor  of  the  8th,  discourseth  thus  of 
the  said  Brannan: --'A  man  by  the  name  of  John  Brannan  came  to 


Nauvoo,  and  said  he  v/ as  a  Mormon*  (But  then  he  v/arnt;  0,  No!  ) 
His  brotherly  love  turned  out  that  he  stole  from  a  Latter  Day 
Sant,  (The  unprincipsl  led  rascal!  to  steal  from  a  saint])  a 
Y/atch,  a  pair  of  pantaloons,  mittens,  &c.  and  decamped.  The 
person  he  robbed  followed  after  him,  regained  his  property 
and  sent  him  to  Carthage  jail.  Now  if  the  surrounding  country 
will  take  up  their  thieves,  we  v/ill  take  up  ours ;  (Good]  ) 
and  thus  rid  the  country  of  all  thieves;  (Good,  again)  Mormon, 
Mobocratic,  or  ismed.  (Better  yeti)  Fair  Play  is  the  jewel. 
(That’s  a  fact])  We  know  of  no  Mormon  thieves;  (Great  Confu¬ 
cius’  y/hat  ignorance!)  but  if  there  are  any  which  have  slip¬ 
ped  into  our  midst,  we  are  r  eady  and  willing  to  turn  the  Car¬ 
thage  screw/ s  upon  them; — (You  have  a  fai  r  prospect,  then,  of 
an  extensive  business!)  v/ill  the  grumblers  apply  the  screws 
to  theirs? ’ 

"In  the  above,  the  parenthetical  remarks  are  ours.  Now, 
my  d ear  Neighbor,  you  don’t  know/  of  any  Mormon  thieves?  — 

Don’t  you  know/  of  one  B  rovm,  a  Mormon,  who  once  stabbed  a 
Mormon  Elder  in  this  county,  and  was  finally  sent  to  the  Peni¬ 
tentiary,  lately  stole  a  v/agon,  two  horses,  and  harness,  in 
Brown  county,  and  took  the  same  to  Nauvoo,  where  the  property 
and  thief  were  found?  Do  you  not  know  that  an  accomplice  of 
said  Brow/n,  v; as  arrested  at  Pilot  Grove,  Y/ho  at  the  time,  had 
a  license  to  preach  in  this  pocket?  Don’t  you  know/  that  the 
Twelveites  are  stealing  everyting  from  the  Rigdonites  and 
Gentiles,  in  Nauvoo?  But  this  Brannon  stole  from  one  of  the 
Saints ! --There ’ s  the  rub!  There  should  be  honor  amohg  thieves 


■ 
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But  we  are  glad  to  see  you  have  sent  one  of  your  many  rogues 
to  Carthage,  and  you  may  be  assured  that  we  will  apply  the 
screws  to  all  we  can  catch. 

9 

"The  following  letter  from  Plymouth  tells  its  own  story: 

"SIR:--You  will  do  me  a  favor,  if  you  can  find  a  place 
in  your  w or thy  paper  for  the  publishing  of  a  base  robbery, 
committed  on  a  sick  family  Sept.  3,  1844.  Two  men  unknown, 
the  one  not  20  years  of  age,  with  his  face  black;  the  other 
near  30,  entered  the  dwelling  house  of  Ralph  Liddell,  and  stole 
therefrom  a  large  silver  watch.  The  maker 1 s  name  is  ’Thomas 
Baker,  London,  England,  &  the  number  of  the  watch  is  47,064; 
gold  seal,  and  key,  and  chain.  Th^cey  has  a  white  stone  on 
one  side,  and  a  red  one  on  t  he  other;  in  the  ring  hole  of  the 
seal  there  is  a  brass  bushing.  Also,  a  large  forefinger  ring, 
with  a  red  stone  in  it,  and  the  figure  of  a  woman  stamped  on 
it.  A  black  dress  cloth  coat;  a  pilot  cloth  coat,  with  a 
velvet  collar,  and  lined  with  cotton t  artan;  and  silk  hand¬ 
kerchiefs,  ribbons  of  various  colors,  and  other  things  to 
tedious  to  mention,  to  the  amount  of  near  $100.  I  will  be 
obliged  to  all  watch  makers,  and  others,  if  any  such  articles 
come  to  their  notice,  to  give  information  to  — 

Your  well  wisher, 

RALPH  LIDDILL." 

WARSAW  SIGNAL.  Whole  No.  162— New  Series  No.  4700P.  2.  War¬ 
saw,  Ill.  Jan.  22,  1845.  Thos .  C.  Sharp. 


"It  is  true,  that  some  of  our  citizens  who  are  weary  of 
living  in  constant  turmoil  would  be  willing  to  sell,  not  how 
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ever  at  "half  price, "but  at  a  fair  price.  It  is  not  to  get 
out  of  the  v/ay  of  Mormon  prosecutions;  but  to  get  out  of  the 
reach  of  Mormon  thieves,  that  has  caused  this  anxiety  in 
them  to  leave. 

"Here,  we  v;ould  suggest  if  it  has  not  been  with  a  view 
of  forcing  old  settlers  to  leave,  that  the  Brethren  have  been 
so  industrious  within  the  last  f ew  months  to  steal  all  the 
gentiles  have.  It  is  a  new  y;ay  of  making  a  conquest  of  a 
country;  but  these  Mormons  are  original  genius,  and  are  con¬ 
tinually  exhibiting  some  new  stroke  of  rascally  policy. 

"Now  we  would,  in  the  most  affectionate  manner,  advise 
all  the  Brethren  abroad,  that  if  they  want  to  keep  out  of 
trouble,  to  keep  out  of  Hancock  County;  for  in  the  first 
place,  if  they  come  here,  the  Twelve  will  strip  them  of  their 
money  and  goods;  and  in  the  second  place,  the  Gentiles  out 
this  way,  are  getting  tolerably  ferocious.  These  latter  are 
a  wicked  set  of  animals,  when  their  blood  is  up,  and  the  Mor¬ 
mons  have  milked  them  until  they  c  an’t  stand  it  much  longer." 

> 

THE  WARSAW  SIGNAL,  NEW  SERIES  No.  51,  Whole  No.  166,  Page  2. 
Warsaw,  Illinois,  February  19,  1845.  Thos.  C.  Sharp.  Pub. 

%  v  V  w  W  W  w  *»_  v 

A  r\  4k  t\  r\  /» 

"FROM  QUINCY" 

"V/e  learn  that  when  the  thieves  v/ere  taken  to  Quincy, 
last  week,  for  stealing,  a  brother  Mormon  w  ent  along  on 
horse  back  to  enter  bail  for  one  of  the  prisoners.  When  he 
arrived,  the  jailor  recognized  the  horse,  ridden  by  this 
worthy  brother,  as  one  which  had  been  stole  from  him,  about 
15  months  since.  While  the  jailor  was  making  proof  of  owner- 
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ship  of  the  horse,  The  Saint  who  had  ridden  him  to  town  de¬ 
camped  and  has  not  since  been  heard  of. 

"  Brigham  Young  and  Orson  Hyde  were  in  Quincy,  lectur¬ 
ing  the  people,  and  endeavoring  to  convince  the  Gentiles 
that  the  Brethren  were  not  thieves  when  the  load  of  five 
Mormon  prisoners  arrived  from  Lima.  This  illustration, 
vias  too  much  for  the  Apostles,  so  they  left. --Part  of  the 
thieves  were  Mormon  Elders. 

"The  jail,  at  Quincy,  is  said  to  resemble  a  Mormon  Temple 
— the  Brethren  are  constantly  singing  and  praying;  but  they 
can’t  pray  and  steal  now,  as  they  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
doing.  What  a  pityl” 

THE  WARSAW  SIGNAL,  NewSeries  No.  51,  Whole  Number  166,  P.  2. 
Warsaw,  Illinois,  February  19,  1845.  Thos.  C.  Sharp,  Publish¬ 
er. 

W  \f  */  « /  \t  st  w  w  rW 
4\  <r\4\  >*  A  A  A 

"BACKED  OUT." 

"On  the  25th  of  December,  it  will  be  recolle  cted,  that 
the  citizens  of  Pontoosuc  held  a  Public  Meeting,  and  resolved 
that  in  view  of  the  ffact,  that  the  M0rmons  were  stripping  the 
Islands,  opposite,  of  timber  and  there  vias  good  reason  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  property  stolen  in  the  neighborhood w  as  se¬ 
creted  on  them,  to  expel  the  Brethren  from  these  quarters. 
Accordingly,  notice  was  given  and  a  day  appointed  for  them  to 
leave.  This  they  refused  to  do.  An  hour  w  as  set;  but  when 
it  arrived  the  Brethren  were  all  gone  and  of  course  there  was 
no  fight.  They  w  ent  to  Nauvoo  and,  in  order  to  save  their 
reputation  amongst  their  brother  Saints  as  men  of  courage. 


stated  that  about  400  men  had  compelled  them  to  leave  the 
Island. 

"Our  correspondent  at  Nauvoo,  alludes  to  this  proceeding 
and  remarks  that  the  stories  told  amongst  the  saints  of  the 
Island  feasts,  fully  confirms  the  suspicions  of  the  old  set¬ 
tlers,  that  it  was  there  that  so  much  of  the  stolen  property 
was  secreted." 

THE  WARSAW  SIGNAL  New  Series  No.  51,  Whole  Number  166,  P.  2. 
Warsaw,  Illinois,  February  19,  1845.  Thos.  C.  Sharp,  Publish 
er. 

"  V 1  *’ *  i* ’a" * C *VV" *  »*“ 

"ROBBERY." 

"Y/e  le  am  that  on  last  Sunday  night  week,  the  house  of 
Mr.  B.  Slattery,  living  two  miles  east  of  this  place,  was 
broken  open,  while  the  f amily  w  as  absent,  and  about  forty 
dollars  in  money,  and  several  other  articles  were  stolen. -- 
The  Latter  Day  Brethren  appear  always  to  be  on  the  look  out 
for  opportunities  to  "milk  the  Gentiles." 

THE  WARSAW  SIGNAL,  New  Series  No.  51,  V/hole  Number  166,  P.  2. 
Warsaw,  Ill.  Feb.  19,  1845,  Thos.  C.  Sharp,  Publisher. 

7  *  *  <r  r  ’  o  *  r  *<  f  *  r  t\ 

"MORMON  THIEVES." 

"There  has  been  quite  a  haul  made  of  these  gentry  at 
Quincy.  V/hile  they  were  under  examination,  a  f  ellow  arrived 
to  give  evidence  in  f  avor  of  a  prisoner,  when  the  jailor 
discovered  the  horse  he  rode  tad  been  stolen  from  him  about 
15  months  previous.  The  jailor  claimed  the  horse,  and  the 
saint  who  stole  him  slipped." 
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S/NGAMO  JOURNAL.  Vol.  14,  No.  23.  Whole  No.  705,  P.  3.  Feb. 

27,  1845.  Springfield,  Ill.  S.  Francis. 

_v  **  V  '/  '*  */  J/ _v 

M  /»“  V**A  “  \  A 

"The  following  items  of  news  we  have  selected  from  an 
Extra,  issued  from  the  office  of  the  "Warsaw  Signal." 

THE  PLUNDERERS. 

"'We  learn  that  a  party  of  fourteen  armed  Mormons,  in  dis¬ 
guise,  having  their  faces  blackened,  are  about  five  miles  from 
Warsaw  engaged  in  plundering.  They  have  swept  the  county  of 
cattle,  and  are  carrying  off  in  teams  the  grain  and  farming 
utensils  of  the  inhabitants. 

"Word  has  just  come  in,  that  the  farms  north  of  Carthage 
are  stripped  of  every  thing.  The  Devils  are  revelling  in 
plunder. 

"Col.  Williams  acting  Brig.  Gen.  of  5th  Brigade,  Illinois 
Militia,  has  ordered  his  Brigade  to  protect  the  settlers,  from 
the  many  plundering  parties  no w  abroad. 

"We  learn  from  Nai  voo,  that  about  500  head  of  cattle  have 
been  driven  in,  and  the  Saints  are  butchering  them  and  pack¬ 
ing  the  beef.  They  evidently  contemplate  a  seige,  and  are 
preparing  to  keep  off  famine." 

LEE  COUNTY  DEMOCRAT.  Whole  No.  217,  Vol.  5.  P.  2.  Fort  Madison 
Iov/a  Territory,  Sept.  27,  1845.  R.  Wilson  Albright. 


"THE  MORMONS." 

"We  are  sorry  to  learn  that  after  all  the  promises  and 
assurances  of  the  Mormons  they  still  continue  to  commit  depre- 
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dations  on  their  neighbors.  Two  weeks  ago  last  Friday  the 
house  of  Harrison  Crawford,  living  eight  miles  from  Warsaw 
was  entered  during  the  absence  of  the  family  and  figled  of 
everything  except  the  bedsteads  and  a  few  other  articles. 

As  soon  as  the  news  reached  Gen.  Hardin  he  ordered  a  detach  - 
ment  under  Col.  Warren,  one  of  his  aids,  to  search  for  the 
stolen  goods. --The  company  reached  the  house  of  Smith,  v/ho 
lives  about  one  mile  south  of  Nauvoo,  unobserved.  Here  they 
found  several  of  the  stolen  articles.  Smith,  v/ho  had  been 
previously  arrested  and  who  was  in  company  with  the  notorious 
Backenstos,  claimed  to  have  purchased  the  articles  from  a 
mover  the  Saturday  previous,  but  could  not  tell  who  he  was -or 
where  he  had  gone.  The  detachment  next  went  to  the  house  of 
Gardner  in  Nai  voo,  where  they  found  some  more  of  the  goods 
but  could  not  catch  the  man.  But  a  signal  from  the  cupola 
of  the  Temple  a  large  company  immediately  appeared,  which 
looked  like  an  attempt  a  t  rescue.  Belov;  v/e  give  Col.  War¬ 
ren’s  account  of  this  matter  in  his  report  to  Head  Quarters 
M’By  this  time  there  were  assembled  at  the  Temple,  under 
arms,  not  less  than  1000  or  1500  men.  I  moved  my  men  on  to 
a  third  house,  where  we  found  many  more  of  the  stolen  goods, 
with  six  head  of  Thomas  Crawford’s  cattle,  a  seventh  having 
been  slaughtered  in  the  morning;  tv/o  men  broke  out  and  ran, 
but  the  boys  promptly  1b  aped  their  horses  over  the  fence  and 
caught  one;  the  other  escaped.  I  rode  into  the  crowd  assem¬ 
bled  at  the  temple  and  ordered  them  to  disperse  or  I  should 
be  compelled  to  make  them  do  so.  They  professed  a  perfect 
Y/illingness  to  do  so,  and  said  their  assembling  w as  ov/ing  to 


They  treated  me  with 


the  fact  that  they  did  not  know  me, 
much  respect  and  proffered  me  any  assistance,  at  that  or 
any  other  time,  that  I  should  be  pie ased  t o call  on  them. 

It  w  as  no v/  4  o’clock,  and  with  the  two  prisoners  and  the 
stolen  property,  I  moved  on  to  this  place.  The  prisoners 
I  have  promised  to  take  to  Warsaw  on  tomorrow,  for  examina¬ 
tion;  at  which  place  the  witnesses  have  been  ordered  to  at¬ 
tend.  Of  their  guilt  I  have  no  doubt,  and  if  committed  and 
not  bailed,  I  shall  send  them  on  to  Quincy,  unless  you  order 
otherwise,” 

”One  of  the  houses  where  they  found  some  of  Crawford’s 
property  was  Walton’ s  probably  the  same  English  Walton,  who 
was  on  guard  on  the  night  the  Hodges  committed  the  murder 
and  who  testified  so  roundly  on  their  behalf  on  the  trial 
at  this  place. 

” About  the  time  of  this  robbery,  says  the  Warsaw  Signal 
two  splendid  horses,  belonging  to  S.  Chandler,  Esq.  who  live 
four  miles  from  Warsaw,  were  stolen,  with  several  head  of 
cattle  in  the  neighborhood.  luring  the  same  week,  Mathew 
Gray  of  Montebello  was  robbed  of  his  cattle  and  two  horses. 
Mr.  Spurgeon  of  the  same  place  was  robbed  of  a  wagon  and 
horse. 

”Gen.  Hardin  fell  in  with  a  ’saint’  while  crossing  the 
prairie  a  few  days  since,  by  the  name  of  King,  who  was  driv¬ 
ing  cattle  towards  Nauvoo.  He  was  questioned  as  to  the 
ownership  of  the  cattle,  but  not  being  able  to  give  a  satis¬ 
factory  account  of  himself  and  pretending  to  be  crazy,  the 
General  arrested  him  and  took  him  to  Quincy  as  a  prisoner. 
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”  Such  depredations  are  continually  occuring,  and  it  is 
pretty  apparent  that  Gen.  Hardin  and  his  one  hundred  mounted 
men  will  find  plenty  of  business  during  the  winter.  The  idea 
of  keeping  up  such  a  force  is  a  good  one  and  seems  to  be  the 
only  means  to  secure  the  safety  of  the  settlers.  It  is, 
however,  melancholy  to  think  that  such  a  measure  is  absolute¬ 
ly  necessary- -that  a  garrison  of  mounted  men  must  be  kept  in 
a  civilized  community  for  such  a  purpose.” 

BURLINGTON  HAWKEYE.  Vol.  7.  No.  22,  P.2.  Burlington,  Iowa. 
Oct.  23,  1845.  Edwards  &  Broadwell. 


’'MORE  STEALING.  ” 

"One  day  last  week,  six  Saints  were  detected  in  the  act 
of  hauling  away  corn  belonging  to  Mr.  B.  Clark  of  Carthage. 
The  corn  had  been  transferred  to  Mr.  C.  by  a  Mormon  named 
Stears,  to  secure  a  debt  due  from  the  latter  to  the  former. -- 
Notwithstanding  this  transfer,  Stears  sent  six  teams  to 
take  away  the  corn. 

"The  teamsters,  who  are  all  Mormons,  were  all  arrested 
and  brought  back  to  Carthage;  when,  on  examination,  it  was 
found  that  one  of  them  had  on  a  pair  of  drawers,  a  cap,  and 
pair  of  boots,  which  were  the  property  of  Mr.  Connelly,  and 
had  been  stolen  from  him  some  months  since.  The  fellow  who 
had  them  on  w  as  held  to  b  ail  to  answer  to  the  charge  of 
larcency.  Another  of  the  trespassers  was  recognized  for 
stealing  lumber.” 

WARSAW  SIGNAL.  Vol.  &  No.  missing.  P.  3.  Warsaw,  Ill.  Oct. 

22,  1845.  Sharp  &  Galloway. 
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"Two  Mormon  horse  thieves,  Colton  and  Williams,  stole  two 
horses  from  Mr.  Reckard,  near  Carthage  the  week  before  last. 

On  the  following  Sunday  night  a  party  of  the  riflemen,  station 
ed  at  Cartilage  started  in  pursuit,  surrounded  a  house  in  Nau- 
voo,  where  they  found  and  captured  Colton,  but  Williams  and 
the  two  horses  were  missing.  The  Mormons  were  greatly  excited 
the  next  morning,  says  the  Quincy  Whig,  when  they  found  that 
their  town  had  been  invaded  at  dead  of  night,  when  themselves 
and  sentinels  were  asleep]  " 

BURLINGTON  HAWKEYE.  Vol.  7,  No.  36.  P.  2.  Burlington,  Iowa. 
Jan.  29,  1846.  Edwards  &  Broadwell, 

t C  -  -  /.  ‘f. »  c 

\  I  4\  • 

Extracts  from  MESSAGE  OF  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  THE 
STATE  OF  ILLINOIS  IN  RELATION  TO  THE  DISTUR¬ 
BANCES  IN  HANCOCK  COUNTY.  DEC.  25,  1844. 

"During  the  few  days  that  the  militia  were  encamped  at 
Carthage,  frecu  ent  applications  were  made  to  me,  to  send  a 
force  here,  and  a  force  there,  and  a  force  all  about  the 
country,  to  prevent  murders,  robberies,  and  larcenies  ,  which 
it  was  said,  were  threatened  by  the  Mormons.  No  such  forces 
were  sent;  nor  were  any  such  offences  committed  at  that  time, 
except  the  stealing  of  some  provisions;  and  there  was  never 
the  least  proof  that  this  was  done  by  Mormons.  Again,  on 
my  late  visit  to  Hancock  county  I  was  informed  by  some  of 
their  violent  enemies,  that  the  larcenies  of  the  Mormons  had 
become  unusually  numerous  and  insufferable .--They  indeed  ad¬ 
mitted  that  but  little  had  been  done  in  this  way  in  their 
immediate  vicinity.  But  they  insisted  that  sixteen  horses  had 
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been  stolen  by  the  Mormons  in  one  night,  near  Lima  in  the 
county  of  Adams.  At  the  close  of  the  expedition,  I  called  at 
this  same  town  of  Lima,  and  upon  enqi  iry,  was  told  that  no 
horses  had  been  stolen  in  that  neighborhood,  but  that  sixteen 
horses  had  been  stolen  in  one  night  in  Hancock  county.  This 
last  informant  being  told  of  the  Hancock  story  again  changed 
the  venue,  to  another  distant  settlement  in  the  northern 
edge  of  Adams. 

"A  more  contemptable  paragraph  than  the  above,  was  never 
conceived  in  Billingsgate,  or  penned  by  a  pot-house  reporter. 
Because,  forsooth,  in  times  of  unprecedented  excitement  and 
alarm,  some  timid  and  nervous  persons  suffered  their  imagina¬ 
tions  to  get  the  better  of  their  wit,  and  spread  exaggerated 
reports  through  the  country,  the  Governor  charges  it  as  part 
of  a  digested  plan  for  raising  excitement,  and  compares  the 
proceedings  of  our  citizens  in  this,  to  the  Jacobins  of 
Prance.  Is  it  for  want  of  common  s  ense  that  this  charge  has 
been  made  by  his  Excellency,  or  is  it  because  his  mind  is 
surcharged  with  malice?  When w  as  there  ever  a  community  under 
arms,  and  in  a  state  of  high  excitement,  that  was  not  dis¬ 
tracted  with  rumors  and  false  reports;  and  who  is  to  blame, 
but  the  fears  of  the  timid?  In  relation  to  the  horse-stealing 
story,  above  recited.  Gov.  Ford  shows  so  little  regard  for 
truth,  that  w e  would  be  justified  in  saying  that  he  never 
heard  such  a  story;  but  allowing  that  he  did,  we  can  only  ac¬ 
count  for  it  by  supposing  that  some  wags,  seeing  how  far  his 
Excellency’s  gullibility  had  been  already  imposed  on  by  the 
Mormons,  thought  to  try  their  hands  at  him,  by  telling  him  a 
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horse-stealing  story.  However,  the  wags  did  not  miss  it  much; 
for  there  were  six  or  seven  houses  stolen  in  one  night  in  Hm- 

cock.  .... 

"Justice,  however,  reqi  ires  me  (Gov.  Ford)  here  to  say, 
that  I  have  investigated  the  charge  of  promiscuous  stealing, 
and  find  it  greatly  e xaggerated.  I  could  not  ascertain  that 
there  were  a  greater  proportion  of  thieves  in  that  community 
than  any  other  of  the  same  number  of  inhabitants;  and  per¬ 
haps  if  the  city  of  Nauvoo  were  compared  with  St.  Louis,  or 
any  other  Western  city,  the  proportion  would  not  be  so  great, 

I  think  it  very  probable,  however,  that  the  Mormons  sometimes 
erred  in  protecting  members  of  their  community  from  prosecu¬ 
tion  and  punishment,  who  were  accused  of  offences,  under  the 
belief  that  the  accusation  against  them,  w  as  a  persecution  of 
their  enemies  on  account  of  their  religion. 

"It  is  a  little  singular,  that  Gov.  Ford  should  call  the 
above,  in  relation  to  Mormon  larcenies  a  solemn  statement. 

Does  he  not  know  better?  If  he  has  no  more  correct  informa¬ 
tion  than  he  here  gives  to  the  Legislature,  he  should  have 
held  his  peace.  Let  but  a  committee  investigate  this  matter 
and  we  pledge  ourselves  to  produce  the  most  damning  proof  that 
there  are  more  thefts  committed  in  Hancock  county,  than  any 
county  in  the  Union,  in  proportion  to  population:  ana  what  is 
very  singular,  the  property  lost  always  belongs  to  old  citi¬ 
zens.  Quere :  Do  not  the  citizens  of  St.  Louis  feel  very  much 
flattered  by  Gov.  Ford’s  comparison  of  their  city  to  a  nest 
of  black- }_egs,  counterfeiters  and  cut- throats? " 

THE  WARSAW  SIGNAL,  New  Series,  No.  46,  Whole  No.  161,  P.  !• 


Warsaw,  Illinois.  Jan.  15,  1845.  Thos  C.  Sharp. 
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"LATE  FROM  NAUVOO-- JOHN  C.  BENNETT- -The  mail  yesterday, 
brought  us  the  Nauvoo  papers,  the  "Times  and  Seasons,"  and 
"The  Wasp"  of  the  1st  inst.  In  both  of  these  papers,  Mr. 
Joseph  Smith  has  quite  a  long  communication  addressed  to  the 
members  of  the  Church  and  the  "honorable  part  of  the  com¬ 
munity,"  exposing  the  character  and  conduct  of  Mr.  John  C. 
Bennett,  Whilom  Mayor  of  the  city,  commander  of  the  Nauvoo 
Legion,  Master  in  Chancery  for  Hancock  county,  candidate  for 
the  legislature,  a  distinguished  leader  in  the  church,  &c.&c. 
By  this  publication  it  appears  that  Bennett  has  been  guilty 
of  seduction,  adultery,  slander,  lying,  &c.  Bennett  it  ap¬ 
pears,  has  a  wife  and  two  children  at  McConnelsville,  Ohio, 
from  whom  he  has  never  been  divorced — that  he  came  to  Nauvoo, 
joined  the  church,  and  "put  on  the  livery  of  Heaven  to  serve 
the  devil  in"--that  he  imposed  himself  upon  the  young  ladies 
of  that  city,  as  a  single  man-- that  he  finally  accomplished 
his  object  in  seducing  one  of  their  number — and  instead  of 
being  satisfied  with  the  accomplishment  of  the  foul  wrong, 
he  made  attacks  upon  the  virtue  of  married  women,  and  over¬ 
came  them  also--"evidently  not  caring  whose  character  was 
ruined,  so  that  his  wicked,  lustful  appetites  might  be  grati¬ 
fied.,"  His  conduct  was  known  to  the  elders,  and  they  reason¬ 
ed  with  and  threatened  him  with  excommunication;  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  this,  he  attempted  to  commit  suicide,  but  v/as 
frustrated  in  the  design.  It  was  supposed,  that  shame  and  the 
dread  of  a  public  exposure,  after  his  recovery  from  the  at¬ 
tempt  at  suicide,  v/ould  have  produced  a  thorough  reformation 
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in  his  conduct;  but  not  so;  he  soon  gave  a  loose  reign  to  his 
lustful  passion,  and  continued  his  adulterous  practices.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  course  of  his  career  of  vice  and  infamy,  as  Smith 
states,  he  sought  to  teach  the  credulous  females  of  the  church, 
that  "promiscuous  intercourse  between  the  s  exes,  was  a  doctrine 
believed  in  by  the  latter  day  saints;  and  that  there  was  no 
harm  in  it."  To  make  his  triumph  over  their  virtue  the  more 
easy,  he  told  the  yeomen  that  the  heads  of  the  Church,  includ¬ 
ing  Smith  himself,  sanctioned  and  practiced  these  vices.  In 
fine,  the  publication  of  Mr.  Smith,  exposes  one  of  the  most 
corrupt  knaves  and  hypocrites,  the  State  affords,  and  in 
whatever  community.  Judge  Douglass's  Master  in  Chancery  John 
C.  Bennett,  makes  his  appearance  in  future,  he  should  be 
marked  and  known  as  a  monster,  dangerous  to  the  good  order 
and  social r  elations  existing  in  society,  and  unworthy  the 
least  countenance  of  attention  of  any  moral  or  virtuous  man. 

He  is  evidently  old  in  sin  and  iniquity,  and  his  exposure  was 
due  to  society  at  large.  Bennett  left  Nauvoo  in  a  sudden 
and  abrupt  manner,  and  there  is  no  knowing  where  he  will  next 
make  his  appearance.  Whether  his  locofoco  friends  will  sus¬ 
tain  him  in  this  strait  to  which  he  is  brought,  remains  to 
be  seen." 

QUINCY  WHIG,  Vol ,  5,  No.  11,  P.  2.  Quincy,  Illinois,  July  9, 
1842.  Bartlett  &  Sullivan. 


"We  hear  all  kinds  of  rumors  of  the  state  of  society  at 
Nauvoo.  The  leading  men  quarrelling  among  themselves--Rig- 


i  -J' 


80. 


don,  Bennett  and  Robinson,  turned  out  of  the  Church — Fornica- 
tion--Adultery--an  exposure  expected  from  Bennett,  and  the 
deuce  to  pay  generally . --Such  are  the  substance  of  the  rumors 
afloat.  We  shall  probably  have  something  ai  thentic  upon  the 
arrival  of  the  papers  from  that  Christian  city.” 

QUINCY  WHIG.  Vol .  5-No.  11-P.  2.  Quincy,  Illinois,  July  9, 
1842.  Bartlett  &  Sullivan. 

«(  « *_  _W_  _W  V/  W  \f  \  /  %0 

«*'  4\  /»** rC  /(“iv**/'!’ 

" ASSASSINATION  OF  EX-GOVERNOR  BOGGS  OF  MISSOURI.— 
"Lilburn  W.  Boggs,  late  Governor  of  Missouri,  was  as¬ 
sassinated  at  his  residence  in  Independence,  Missouri,  by  an 
unknown  hand,  on  the  6th  inst.  He  was  sitting  in.  a  room  by 
himself,  when  some  person  discharged  a  pistol  loaded  with 
buck-shot,  through  an  adjoining  window-three  of  the  shot  took 
effect  in  his  head,  one  of  which  penetrated  the  brain.  His 
son,  a  boy,  hearing  the  pistol  report,  ran  into  the  room  in 
v/hich  his  father  was  seated,  and  found  him  in  a  helpless 
situation,  upon  which  he  gave  the  alarm.  Foot  prints  were 
found  beneath  the  window,  and  the  pistol  which  gave  the  fatal 
shot.  The  Governor  w as  alive  on  the  7th,  but  no  hopes  are 
entertained  of  his  recovery,  A  man  was  suspected,  and  is 
probably  arrested  before  this.  There  are  several  rumors  in 
circulation  in  regard  to  the  horrid  affair.  One  of  which 
throws  the  crime  upon  the  Mormons- -from  the  fact,  we  suppose, 
that  Mr.  Boggs  was  governor  at  the  time,  and  no  small  degree 
instrumental  in  driving  them  from  the  State,  -Smith  too, 
the  Mormon  Prophet,  as  we  understand,  prophesied  a  year  or 
so  ago,  his  death  by  violent  means.  Hence,  there  is  plenty 
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of  foundation  for  rumor.  The  citizens  of  Independence  had 
offered  a  reward  of  $500  for  the  murderer.'' 

QUINCY  WHIG.  Vol.  5-No.  4-P.  3.  Quincy,  Illinois,  May  21, 
1842.  By  S.M.  Bartlett. 

"Nauvoo,  May  27,  1842. 

"To  the  Editor  of  the  Q,uincy  Herald:-- 

Dear  Sir: --In  your  paper  (the  Quincy  Whig,)  of  the  21st 
inst.,  you  have  done  me  manifest  injustice,  in  ascribing  to 
me  a  prediction  of  the  demise  of  Lilburn  V/.  Eoggs,  ex-Gover- 
nor  of  Missouri,  by  violent  hands.  Boggs  was  a  candidate  for 
the  State  Senate,  and  I  presume  fell  by  the  hand  of  a  poli¬ 
tical  opponent,  with  his  "hands  and  face  yet  dripping  with 
the  blood  of  murder,"  but  he  died  not  through  my  instrumental 
ity.  My  hands  are  clear,  a  nd  my  heart  is  pure  from  the  blood 
of  all  men.  I  am  tired  of  the  misrepresentation,  calumny, 
and  detraction  heaped  upon  me  byw  icked  men,  and  desire  and 
claim  only  that  privilege  guaranteed  to  all  men  by  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  and  of  Illinois. 
Will  you  do  me  the  justice  to  publish  this  communication,  and 
oblige. 

Yours,  respectfully, 
JOSEPH  SMITH." 

QUINCY  HERALD,  Quincy,  Illinois,  Vol.  1,  No.  37,  P.2.  John  H. 
Pettit,  Editor. 


ASTOUNDING  MORMON  DISCLOSURES! 


Letters  from  GEN.  BENNETT. 


' 


Bankruptcy  of  Joe  Smith--Threatened  murder  of  Gen.  Een¬ 
nett,  to  prevent  disclosure  Gen.  Eennett  defied  the  impostor — 
pledges  himself  to  deliver  up  Joe  Smith  to  the  Governor  of 
Missouri  upon  receiving  legal  authority  for  the  purpose--de- 
clares  that  Joe  Smith  is  a  disbeliever  in  the  God  of  Heaven — 
says  that  the  State  Arms  at  Nauvoo  are  suffering  injury,  and 
that  they  willbe  delivered  upon  the  requisition  of  Gov. 
Carlin--says  that  the  office  of  Lieut.  General  which  Joe  Smith 
says  places  him  on  an  equality  with  Washington  and  above  Gen. 
Scott,  is  unconstitutional--shov/s  that  the  excommunication  of 
Gen.  Eennett  was  done  sometime  after  he  had  withdrawn  from 
the  M0rmons,  "the  best  feelings  subsisting  .between  all  parties 
appeals  to  documents  for  proof — denounces  Joe  Smith  as  the 
seducer  of  single  and  married  f emales--instances  his  attempts 
on  the  virtue  of  Miss  Haney  Rigdon,  eldest  daughter  of  Sidney 
Rigdon,  Esq.,  who  he  approached  "in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
and  by  his  authority  and  pe rmis s ion"--ref er s  to  George  V/. 
Robinson  and  F.M.  Higbee  for  information  on  this  subject — 
speaks  of  Joe  Smith’s  attacks  upon  individuals  to  destroy 
their  influence  and  to  prevent  an  exposition  of  his  conduct-- 
refers  to  Miss  Martha  Brotherton  of  Warsaw,  for  the  history 
of  an  attempt  of  Joe  Smith  upon  her  honor--Gen.  Bennett  as¬ 
serts  that  hundreds  of  such  cases  can  be  given,  if  the 
Danites  do  not  murder  him-- that  he  has  "the  evidence,  and 
it  shall  come"--he  promises  to  expose  frauds,  which  will  save 
to  the  creditors  of  Joe  Smith  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dol- 
lars--asserts  that  Joe  Smith  has  violated  his  obligations  as 
a  mason,  and  has  established  "a  new  order"  himself-- states 
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that  an  affidavit  made  by  himself,  which  Smith  was  using 
against  him,  was  made  while  he  was  in  duress  t  and  he  had  the 
choice  of  being  murdered  or  of  making  the  aff idavit--he 
further  states  that  Joe  Smith  has  recently  directed  the 
people  to  give  up  "all  their  property  to  the  Lord,  and  lay 
it  at  the  apostle’s  (Joe  Smith’s)  feet--uproar  and  confusion 
at  Naivoo — the  life  of  Capt.  Amos  Davis  threatened,  &C.&c. 

•'The  public  will  be  astounded  at  the  statements  made  by 
Gen.  Bennett  in  the  article  which  follows  from  under  his  own 
hand. --That  in  this  day  of  light  and  intelligence,  such  a 
man  as  Joe  Smith  should  be  able  to  collie  ct  around  him  a  mass 
of  people,  and  make  themb  elieve  in  his  shallow  and  miserable 
scheme  of  imposture,  is  a  matter  of  astonishment  now,  and 
will  be  more  so  in  after  times. 

"We  presume  that  the  Journal  has  been  made  the  medium 
through  which  Gen.  Bennett’s  publication  has  been  given  to 
the  people,  on  the  ground  that  the  political  papers  of  his 
own  party,  (Gen.  Bennett  belongs  to  the  "democractic"  party) 
are  at  this  time  making  common  cause  with  Joe  Smith,  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  his  influence  iri(opposition  to  Gov.  Dun¬ 
can  and  in  favor  of  Thomas  Ford.  Gen.  Bennett  has  judged 
correctly,  that  in  a  case  like  this,  where  the  interests  of 
morality  and  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  are  so  deeply  con¬ 
cerned,  the  use  of  the  columns  of  our  widely  circulating 
paper  is  free  to  a  political  opponent. 

"GEN.  BENNETT  is  the  individual  appointed  by  Judge  Douglas, 
Master  in  Chancery  for  Hancock  County--a  most  important  and 
responsible  office,  from  the  fact  that  the  Master  in  Chancery, 


In  many  cases,  performs  the  duty  of  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  Y^e  have  therefore  the  official  endorsement  of  Judge 
Douglass,  (which,  however,  is  not  needed, )  in  support  of 
the  character  of  Gen.  Bennett  for  truth,  and  all  those  quali¬ 
ties  required  of  one  who  fills  an  office  of  high  r  esponsibil¬ 
ity. 

,f  We  state  these  facts,  that  the  public  may  duly  appreci 
ate  the  attacks  of  those  men  upon  Gen.  Bennett,  who  are 
acting  with  Joe  Smith,  to  decry  and  to  destroy  him--and  which 
attacks,  so  far,  are  made  invariably  by  the  friends  of  Thomas 
Ford  and  John  Moore. 

ft  From  some  remarks  of  Gen.  Bennett  in  the  article  belo w 
we  are  induced  to  believe  that  the  people  will  hear  further 
from  him  through  the  medium  of  the  Journal. 

For  the  Sangamo  Journal. 

NAUVOO, ILLS . ,  June  27,  1842. 

MTo  the  Editor  of  the  Journal: 

I  was  in  your  city  a  few  days  since  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  legal  advice  in r elation  to  the  contemplated  Bankrupt¬ 
cy  of  Joseph  Smith,  the  notorious  Miormon  Prophet  and  swind¬ 
ler; --and  procuring  the  commissions  for  the  officers  of  the 
line  and  the  new  appointees  to  brevets  in  the  staff  of  the 
Nauvoo  Legion,  for  distribution  prior  to  the  general  parade 
on  t he  4th  of  July  next;  but  had  no  time  to  prepare  an 
article  for  the  press,  as  I  w as  bound  to b e  in  Nauvoo  on  the 
26th  instant.  But  I  no v/  write  you  from  the  Mormon  Zion,  the 
city  of  the  Sal  nts,  where  I  am  threatened  with  death  by  the 
holy  Joe,  and  his  Danite  band  of  murderers,  in  case  I  dare 
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make  any  disclosures  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  that 
polluted  mass  of  corruption,  iniquity  and  fraud, --that  King 
of  Impostors, --the  holy  and  immaculate  Joe  Smith.  I  shall, 
however,  expose  him,  and  if  I  fall  by  the  ruthless  hands  of 
such  foul  assassins,  let  iny  blood  be  avenged  by  the  friends 
of  God  and  my  country.  Remeber  he  has  threatened  me  with 
DEATH  in  propria  persona,  and  if  I  should  be  immolated  to 
satiate  his  hellish  malice,  let  his  blood  atone  for  it--put 
his  "head  in  a  charger."  But  I  fear  him  not— he  is  a  most 
consummate  blackguard,  and  dastardly  coward.  He  is  ready  at 
all  times  to  assassinate  a  man  of  equal  corporeal  strength, 
(sic)  or  to  inflict  corporal  punishment  on  a  man  of  feeble 
frame;  but  he  fears  his  eqials,  and  dreads  his  superiors. 

Joe  Smith  stands  indicted  for  murder,  treason,  burglary,  and 
arson  in  Missouri,  and  he  defies  the  laws  and  the  legally 
constituted  authorities  to  deliver  him  over  for  trial.-- 
What  a  horrible  state  of  society  when  men  fear  to  execute  the 
laws?--especially  in  relation  to  the  most  foul  impostor  that 
ever  disgraced  the  earth?  if  Governor  Reynolds,  of  Missouri, 
will  make  another  demand  for  Joe  Smith  alone,  disconnected 
with  any  other  person,-- (for  there  are  thousands  of  innocent, 
unoffending,  good  and  holy  people  among  the  Mormons,  whenever 
ought  to  suffer,  and  never  stall  by  my  hands,  or  through  my 
instrumentality-men,  women  and  children  who  have  suffered  more 
than  death  for  the  infamous  prophet) — and  if  Governor  Carlin 
will  place  the  writ  in  my  hands,  I  will  deliver  him  up  to 
justice,  or  die  in  the  attempt,  unless  restrained  by  the  con¬ 
stituted  civil  authority.  Thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  are 
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ready  to  obey  the  call,  and  enforce  the  lav/s,  and  the  holy 
Joe  shall  tremble  at  the  sight  of  gathering  hosts.  Let  the 
watchword  pass  with  the  celerity  of  lightning,  and  let  the 
citizen-soldier  be  ready. --I  will  lead  you  on  to  victory, 
and  lay  the  rebels  low.  The  Constitution  and  the  laws  shall 
triumph;  and  misrule,  violence,  and  oppression  wither  like  a 
blighted  flov/er.  Let  not  an  Executive  v/hom  he  has  villified 
(sic)  and  abused,  has  he  has  Governor  Carlin,  both  in  the 
private  circle  and  public  congregation,  fear  or  neglect  to  do 
his  duty  in  this  case,  and  deliver  up  this  noted  refugee, 
charged  v/ith  the  blackest  crimes  known  to  the  laws,  who  now 
boldly  stalks  abroad  in  our  public  ways.  If  Joe  is  innocent, 
let  him  b  e  acquitted;  but  if  he  is  guilty,  let  his  life  atone 
for  it.  I  regard  him  as  a  foul  and  polluted  murderer,  and  on 
the  forthcoming  of  the  State  writ,  Joe  shall  be  delivered  up. 

’’Now,  remember,  that  if  I  should  be  missing,  Joe  Smith, 
either  by  himself  or  his  Danite  band,  will  be  the  murderer. 
Illinoians,  then  let  my  blood  be  avenged]  They  seek  my  life 
by  day  and  by  night-~look  well  to  the  issue]  I  am  in  the  in¬ 
famous  impostor’s  city;  but  I  fear  him  not,  neither  do  I  re¬ 
gard  his  idolatrous  god.  He  believes  not  in  the  God  of 
Heaven,  and  I  fear  no  other. 

nI  now  defy  him,  and  all  his  holy  hosts.  I  dare  him  to 
personal  violence.  There  are  eyes  that  see  that  he  knows  not 
of,  and  ears  to  hear  that  he  understands  not. 

’’Now,  Governor,  do  your  duty.  And  citizens  of  Illinois, 
be  in  readiness  to  sustain  your  laws.  I  furnished  the  State 
arms  to  the  Nauvoo  Legion  on  a  legal  requisition,  and  on  a! 
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legal  requisition  they  shall  be  delivered  up.  The  public  arms 
are  in  a  bad  condition,  and  suffering  material  injury,  and  they 
had  better  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  more  desering  men,  for 
the  State  is  sustaining  a  great  loss.  If  the  Governor  wishes 
them  for  other  troops,  they  are  at  his  service.  I  derived  the 
command  of  the  Nauvoo  Legion,  and  as  Major  General  I  have  it, 
and  are  liable  to  trial  only  on  an  order  from  the  Governor, 
detailing  a  general  Court  Martial  of  General  officers  from  the 
other  divisions  of  the  State-~no  brevet  officer  can  affect  me. 

r,It  is  true  that  I  had  Joe  Smith  appointed,  or  elected 
Lieutenant  General,  as  a  mere  play  thing,  knowing  that  there 
was  no  such  officer  contemplated  by  the  Constitution;  but, 
it  answers  Joe  well  enough,  as  he  does  not  know  enough  of 
military  matters  to  t  ell  the  difference  between  a  Corporal, 
and  a  General,  —  so,  Lieutenant  General  is  as  good  as  any 
other  ral  to  Joe.  In  his  public  speeches  he  says-- "hear  your 
Lieutenant  Generali  the  greatest  military  commander  that  ever 
lived  since  the  days  of  Washington. --General  Scott  is  a  mere 
pigmy  compared  to  mel  I  command  all  the  armies  of  the  United 
State si --and  the  Nauvoo  Legion  w  as  formed  to  avenge  blood  in 
Mis  souril 1 M 

"Joe  is  a  great  man  of  the  kind--but  God  will  damn  the 
kind--for,  if  the  devil  don’t  get  Joe  Smith,  there  is  no  use 
for  any  devil.  But  to  the  damnable  iniqi  ity  of  this  base  im¬ 
postor, --and  to  copy,  to  wit: 

May  17,  1852. 

"Bro.  JAMES  SLOAN, --You  will  be  so  good  a s  to  permit  Gen. 
Bennett  to  withdra w  his  name  from  the  Church  Record,  if  he 
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desires  to  do  so,  and  this  with  the  best  of  feelings  towards 
you  and  General  Bennett*  JOSEPH  SMITH.” 

”In  accordance  with  the  above  I  have  permitted  General 
Bennett  to  withdraw  his  membership  from  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints,  this  17th  d^r  of  May,  1842,-- 
the  b est  of  feelings  subsisting  between  all  parties. 

JAMES  SLOAN, 

"GeneraL  Church  Clerk  and  Recorder.” 

From  the  (Nauvoo)  ”Wasp,”  of  May  21,  1842. 

”New  election  of  Mayor,  and  Vice  Mayor,  of  the  City  of 

Naivoo,  on  the  resignation  of  General  Bennett. 

”0n  the  17th  instant,  GeneraL  John  C.  Bennett,  resigned 
the  office  of  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Nauvoo,  and  on  the  19th, 
General  Joseph  Smith,  the  former  Vice  Mayor  was  duly  elected 
to  fill  the  Vacancy;  and  on  the  same  day  General  Hyrum  Smith 
was  elected  Vice  Mayor,  in  place  of  General  Joseph  Smith 
elected  ayor. 

”The  following  vote  of  thanks  was  then  ananimously  voted 
to  the  Ex-Mayor,  General  Bennett,  by  the  city  Council,  to  wit 

"Resolved,  by  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Nauvoo, 
That  this  Council  tender  a  vote  of  thanks  for  General  John  C. 
Bennett,  for  his  great  zeal  In  having  good  and  wholesome  lav/s 
adopted  for  the  government  of  the  city,  and  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  his  duty  while  Mayro  for  the  same. 

”Passed  May  19th,  1842. 

JOSEPH  SMITH,  Mayor. 

JAMES  SLOAN,  Recorder. 

”From  the  ”Times  and  Seasons”  of  June  15th,  1842: 
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"NOTICE." 

"The  subscribers,  members  of  the  First  Presidency  of  the 
church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints,  withdraw  the 
hand  of  fellowship  from  Gen.  John  C.  Bennett,  as  a  Christian 
he  having  been  labored  with  from  time  to  time,  to  persuade 
him  to  amend  his  conduct,  apparently  to  no  good  effect. 

JOSEPH  SMITH, 

HYRUM  SMITH, 

WM .  LAW. 


"The  following  members  of  the  Quorum  of  the  Twelve  con¬ 
cur  in  the  above  sentiments: 


Brigham  Young, 

Lyman  Wright, 

John  E.  Page, 
Wilford  Woodruff, 
Willard  Richards. 


Heber  C.  Kimball. 
William  Smith, 
John  Taylor, 
George  A.  Smith, 


We  concur  in t he  above  sentiments: 


N.K.  WHITNEY, 

V.  KNIGHT, 

GEORGE  MILIER, 

Bishops  of  the  above,  mentioned  Church. 

Nauvoo,  May  11th,  1842. 

"Nov;  it  happens  that  John  E.  Page  was  in  Pittsburgh, 
William  Smith  in  Pennsylvania,  and  Lyman  Wright  in  Tennessee, 
at  the  above  date;--this  is  the  w ay  Holy  Joe  does  business. 


On  Saturday,  the  18th  of  June,  I  was  excommunicated  from  this 
holy  sect.  Now  loo^:  at  the  dates ;--on  the  18th  day  of  June 
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I  wa3  excommunicated,  and  on  the  17th  of  May  previous  I  with¬ 
drew  from  this  noble  band  of  brothers.  The  withdrawal  of 
fellowship  was  DATED  BACK  in  order  to  have  a  pretext  for  my 
expulsion,  and  to  destroy  my  influence  before  I  could  do  any 
injury  to  the  GREAT  PROPHET,  and  was  presented  to  Orson  Pratt, 
one  of  the  twelve,  for  his  signature  some  days  after  I  showed 
him  my  official  withdrawal,  and  Mr.  Pratt  refused  to  sign  it. 
Mr.  Pratt  is  a  gentleman  of  undoubted  veracity  and  I  am  will¬ 
ing  to  abide  his  testimony.  Call  upon  him.  Mr.  Editor,  what 
think  you  of  these  extraordinary  pap ers?--What  was  all  this 
for?  I  will  tell  you — it  was  to  destroy  my  influence,  before 
I  should  exoose  Joe’s  attemots  at  s eduction. --Many  of  his  fol- 

y  - 

lowers  will  swear  to  any  thing  that  he  desires  them  to  do, 
and  think  they  are  doing  God’s  service,  even  when  they  KNOW 

it  to  b  e  false.  And  to  begin. 

,f2nd.  Joseph  Smith,  the  great  Mormon  seducer,  who  has 
seduced  not  only  hundreds  of  single  and  married  females,  but 
more  than  the  great  Solomon,  attempted  to  seduce  Miss  Haney 
Rigdon,  the  eldest  single  daughter  of  Sidney  Rigdon,  to  sub¬ 
mit  to  his  hellish  purposes,  and  become  one  of  his  clandestine 
wives  under  the  new  dispensation.  C &.  1  upon  Miss  Rigdon, 
who  repulsed  him  with  commendable  firmness,  and  I  will  abide 
her  testimony--call,  likewise,  upon  Gen.  George  W.  Robinson, 
and  Col.  F.  M.  Higbee,  to  state  what  they  know  upon  this 
subject.  Gen.  Robinson  and  Col.  Higbee,  can  tell  some  astound¬ 
ing  facts  in  relation  to  this  matter.  Joe  approached  Miss 
Rigdon  "in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  by  his  authority  and  per¬ 


mission,"  as  he  said,  Joe  attacked  Mr.  Rigdon,  Gen.  Robinson, 
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Col.  Higbee  and  myself,  in  order  to  destroy  the  influence  of 
ALL  of  us  to  prevent  the  exposition  of  this  case.--  But  it 
is  all  true,  and  the  legal  evidence  shall  be  forthcoming. 

Call  upon  Miss  Martha  Brotherton,  of  Warsaw,  and  see  what 
she  will  say  as  to  the  base  attempt  at  seduction  in  her  own 
case.  She  can  tell  a  tale  of  woe,  that  would  make  humanity 
shudder.  Call  upon  Miss  Mitchell,  of  this  city,  one  of  the 
most  chaste  and  spotless  females  in  the  west,  and  see  what 
she  knows  as  to  the  PROPHET’S  SECRET  WIVES.  Hundreds  of 
cases  can  be  instanced,  and  if  the  Lanites  do  not  murder  me, 
you  shall  hear  a  tale  of  pollution  and  sorrow.  Joe’s  licen¬ 
tiousness  is  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  time.  I  have 
the  evidence,  and  it  shall  come;  and  no  attacks  on  me  to 
divert  the  public  mind  from  himself,  and  his  iniquity  shall 
avail  him.  My  purpose  is  fixed,  and  the  world  shall  know 
who  the  great  impostor  is. --Time  will  not  permit  my  going  in¬ 
to  further  details  in  this  letter;  but  an  abused  and  insulted 
public  shall  know  all  about  it, 

"3d.  Joe’s  extensive  land  frauds  in  Iowa  and  Illinois, 
will  soon  come  to  light.  I  will  save  his  Eastern  creditors 
some  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars,  by  exposing  these 
frauds  in  the  face  of  open  day--both  by  the  legal  records  of 
the  country,  and  oral  testimony.  All  is  in  readiness. 

"4th.  I  v/ ill  expose  his  actings  and  doing3  in  Nauvoo 
Lodge,  U.D.  v/ hen  none  but  the  Mormon  brethren  were  present;-- 
that  he  (Joe  Smith)  and  five  others,  were  entered,  passed,  and 
raised,  before  the  Lodge  was  installed  by  the  Grand  Master; 
and  that  they  all  passed  through  a  second  time  afterwards,  with 
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the  exception  of  one,  who  is  now  abroad;  and  many  other  like 
irregularities,  and  departures  from  the  ancient  land-marks. 
He  has,  likewise,  established  a  new  lodge  of  his  own,  by 
inspiration,  called  ” ORDER”,  in  which  there  are  many  curious 
things,  and  relative  to  which  I  have  much  to  say  hereafter. 
The  following  is  a  part  of  the  obligation--”!  furthermore 
promise  and  swear  that  I  will  never  touch  a  daughter  of  Adam 

UNIESS  SHE  IS  GIVEN  ME  OP  THE  LORD,”  so  a  s  to  accord  with 
the  NEW  DISPENSATION  and  the  ’’ancient  order  of  things.” 

”5th.  The  attacks  on  me  in  the  ’’Wasp”  are  all  for  pub¬ 
lic  effect,  and  to  divert  the  public  eye  from  Joe's  infamous 
conduct.  My  affidavit  as  taken  before  Esq.  Wells,  and  my 
statements  before  the  City  Council,  in  relation  to  the  Holy 
Joe,  were  made  under  DURESSE--my  life  was  threatened  unless 
I  submitted  to  the  requisition  of  Joe.  I  then  preferred  the 
course  I  took  to  DEATH,  as  I  knew  the  public  were  not  ap¬ 
prized  of  the  facts,  and  I  could  have  been  murdered  and  no 
person  would  have  been  the  wiser;  but  the  public  are  no w  ap¬ 
prized  of  the  matter,  and  I  am  ready  and  willing  to  die  in 
exposing  this  impious  man,  ai a  the  people  will  avenge  my 
blood,  I  never  feared  death,  but  I  chose  not  to  die  before 
I  rendered  God  and  the  people  signal  service  in  bringing  to 
light  the  hidden  things  of  darkness.  But  more  of  this  here¬ 
after  . 

”6th.  The  whole  city  is  now  in  an  uproar  in  relation 
to  the  doctrine  of  consecration  as  taught  on  yes ter day- -The 
People  are  ALL  required  to  come  forward  and  consecrate  ALL 


their  property  to  the  LORD  by  placing  it  at  the  APOSTLE'S 
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FEET,  or  in  the  hands  of  JOE  SMITH  There  Is  much 

flouncing  on  this  subject,  and  what  will  be  the  issue  God  only 
knows.  I  will  give  you  some  important  facts  in  my  next. 

n7th.  The  life  of  Captain  Amos  Davis,  with  some  others, 
has  been  threatened  as  well  as  my  o v/n;  and  I  hereby  put  the 
public  on  the  look-out.  I  will  write  you  as  time  permits.  In 
haste. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  C.  BENNETT." 

SANGAMO  JOURNAL  Vol.  10,  No.  46,  Whole  No.  566,  P.2.  Spring- 
field,  Ill.  July  8,  1842.  S.  Francis. 
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MORE  DISCLOSURES. 

"  We  have  reason  to  believe  that  Gen.  Bennett  is  now  in 
St.  Louis,  or  at  the  residence  of  Gov.  Reynolds,  at  Jefferson 
City,  for  the  purpose  of  making  disclosures  in  relation  to  the 
attempted  murder  of  Gov.  LILBURN  W.  BOGGS.  Gen.  Bennett  has 
not  undertaken  this  thing  without  what  he  deems  conclusive  evi¬ 
dence.  We  trust,  if  a  demand  is  made  for  Jor  Smith,  Judge 
Douglass  will  not  again  discharge  him  under  a  writ  of  Habeas 
Corpus;  and  that  no  political  considerations  will  prevent  his 
having  a  full,  fair  and  impartial  trial,  for  this  and  other 
charges,  by  the  authorities  of  Missouri," 

SANGAMO  JOURNAL.  Vol.  10,  No.  47,  Whole  No.  567.  P.  2.  Spring  - 
field.  Ill.  July  15,  1842.  S.  Francis,  Editor. 
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BENNETT’S  SECOND  &  THIRD  IETTERS. 

"We  publish  this  week  the  second  number  of  General  BEN- 
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NETT’S  udi sclosures”  of  Joe  Smith's  villainy  and  imposture, 
which  surpasses  in  criminality  and  infamy,  eny  thing  that 
has  been  brought  to  light  in  the  history  of  civilized  society, 
--y/hich  must,  we  think  arouse  the  indignation  of  every  friend 
of  morality,  and  the  peace  and  happiness  of  civil  society. 
Enough  had  been  disclosed  heretofore  to  have  satisfied  every 
intelligent  mind  that  Joe  Smith  -was  the  greatest  knave  and 
impostor  of  modern  times;  but  never  until  now  has  there  been 
any  tangible  legal  evidence  of  the  fact.  If  it  be  true,  as 
charged  by  Joe  Smith,  and  the  friends  of  the  Mormon  candi¬ 
dates  for  Governor  and  Lt.  Governor  (FORE  AID  MOORE)  that 
the  testimony  of  Gen.  BENNETT  is  unworthy  of  credence,  yet 
there  are  circumstances,  and  other  collateral  evidence,  go¬ 
ing  to  establish  the  charges,  that  cannot  be  resisted  with¬ 
out  a  violation  of  every  principle  of  legal  evidence. 

"As  long  ago  as  1839,  the  existence  of  this  murderous 
"Danite  Band,”  and  the  object  contemplated  by  its  organization 
v/as  disclosed  by  a  gentleman  in  Missouri,  v; ho  had  become 
satisfied  of  the  imposture  of  Joe  Smith,  and  the  dangerous 
and  disorganization  tendency  of  his  doctrines.  V/e  have  the 
pamphlet  of  Mr.  JOHN  CORRELL  now  before  us,  from  which  v/e 
make  the  following  extract: 

"Some  time  in  June  last  (1838)  a  fev/  individuals  began 
to  form  a  society  that  should  be  agreed  in  all  things.  In 
order  to  this,  they  b  ound  themselves  under  very  close  re¬ 
strictions.  As  this  society  began  to  increase  they  secretly 
entered  into  solemn  covenai  ts,  b  efore  God,  and  bound  them¬ 
selves  under  oath  to  keep  the  secrets  of  the  society,  and 
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covenanted  to  stand  by  one  another  in  difficulty,  whether 
right  or  wrong,  but  said  they  v/ould  correct  each  others 
wrongs  among  themselves.  As  the  presidency  stood  next  to 
God,  or  between  God  and  the  church,  and  was  the  oracle  through 
which  the  word  and  will  of  God  was  communicated  to  the  church, 
they  deemed  it  very  e ssent ial  to  have  their  word,  or  the  word 
of  God  through  them,  strictly  adhered  to.  They  therefore  en¬ 
tered  into  a  covenant,  that  the  v;ord  of  the  presidency  should 
be  obeyed,  end  none  whould  be  suffered  to  raise  his  hand  or 
voice  against  it;  for,  as  they  stood  at  the  head  of  the  church 
it  was  considered  no  more  than  reasonable  that  they  knew  more 
of  the  will  of  God  than  any  others  did;  consequently,  all 
things  must  be  in  submission  to  them,  and,  moreover,  all  tat¬ 
tling,  lying,  and  b ackbi ting,  must  be  put  down  and  he  that 
would  not  submit  willingly  should  be  forced  to  it  or  leave  the 
country. 

’’But  now,  I  began  to  be  taught  that  the  church,  instead 
of  God,  or  rather,  the  church  in  the  hands  of  God,  was  to 
bring  about  these  things;  and  I  was  told,  but  I  cannot  vouch 
for  the  truth  of  it,  that  some  of  them  w  ent  so  far  as  to  con¬ 
trive  plans  how  they  might  scatter  poison,  pestilence,  and 
disease  among  the  inhabitants,  aid  make  them  think  it  was 
judgment  sent  from  God.  But  here  let  me  remark,  that  this 
was  known  only  to  some  half  dozen  or  so  of  the  leaders,  and 
not  to  the  church,  nor  e  ven  the  great  majority  of  this  secret 
society  I  accused  Smith  and  Rigdon  of  it,  but  they  both  de¬ 
nied  it  promptly.  Be  this  as  it  may,  this  f  action  intended 
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to  set  up  a  monarchial  government,  in  which  the  presidency 
should  tyranize  and  rule  over  all  things.  In  fact  there  was 
so  much  tyranny  and  oppression  exercised,  that  for  several 
weeks  many  persons  dare  not  speak  theS?  minds,  nor  let  them 
he  known;  and  I  have  learned  of  late,  that  a  constitution 
was  formed,  savoring  all  the  spirit  of  monarch,  and  adopted 
by  the  leaders  and  some  others  of  the  society;  but  I  con¬ 
clude  that  but  fev/  knew  about  it,  because  I  never  heard  one 
lisp  on  the  subject,  until  Arvered  exposed  it,  after  he  was 
arrested. 

"Some  individuals  went  so  far  as  to  s  tate,  that  thev 
would  kill  any  person  if  the  presidency  would  say  it  was  the 
will  of  God;  for  these  things  were  necessary  sometimes  to 
save  the  church  from  corruption  and  destruction.  All  the 
while  it  was  preached  to  them  that  they  must  purify  them¬ 
selves  from  all  evil,  for  the  time  was  not  at  hand  when  every¬ 
thing  that  offended  in  the  kingdom  of  God  must  be  cast  out. 
This  they  determined  to  do,  whether  by  fair  means  or  foul, 
regardless  of  conseqi ences.  They  sometimes  went  by  the  name 
of  the  Big  Fan;  this,  I  supposed  was  figuratively  of  their 
intentions  to  cleanse  the  chaff  from  the  wheat.  They  also 
assumed  the  name  of  the  "Daughter  of  Zion"  and  afterwards 
called  "Danites". 

"The  attempted  assassination  of  Governor  BOGGS,  of  Mis¬ 
souri,  under  the  circumstances,  and  the  murder  and  mysterious 
disappearance  of  individuals  who  had  refused  implicit  obedi  - 
ence  to  the  "Lord’s  Anointed,"  (Joe  Smith,)  that  have  recent¬ 
ly  occurred,  together  with  the  statements  of  Gen.  BENNETT, 
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corroborated  by  the  affidavits  of  unimpeacable  (sic)  witness¬ 
es,  are  calculated  to  excite  serious  alarm  and  apprehension 
throughout  this  community,  and  call  loudly  upon  the  legal 
authorities  of  the  State  for  their  interference. 

"We  regard  the  lives  of  those  who  have  had  the  moral 
firmness  to  lend  their  aid  in  bringing  to  light  the  villainy 
of  this  arch  impostor,  as  in  immenent  (sic)  danger,  and  we 
should  not  be  surprised  at  any  time  to  hear  of  their  assas¬ 
sination,  or  mysterious  disappearance.  We  know  that  the  life 
of  Gov.  Puncan  has  already  been  threatened  publicly,  end 
who  among  us  is  safe  from  vile  assassination  while  sitting 
around  the  domestic  fireside,  if  he  shall  dare  to  oestion 
the  truth  of  the  book  of  Mormon,  of  the  inf alliblity of  their 
prophet  Joe  Smith,  so  long  as  this  murderous  band  of  "Benites 
ar$  suffered  to  go  at  large? 

"That  there  are  many  good  and  conscientious  people  among 
the  Mormons,  who  have  been  the  dupes  of  the  impostor,  v;e  do 
not  entertain  a  doubt;  but  all  who  adhere  to  Joe  Smith,  after 
these  proofs  of  his  knavery,  must  be  regarded  by  the  world 
as  deluded  creatures,  and  entitled  to  their  commiseration; 
or  as  willing  participators  in  his  impious  frauds  and  debauch 
erie  s . 

"We  hope  Gen.  BENNETT  will  continue  his  investigations 
and  developments,  regardless  of  the  abuse  and  calumny  so 
lavishly  bestowed  upon  him  by  our  political  opponents,  led 
on  by  Joe  Smith  in  person;  and  that  those  to  Y/hom  he  has  re¬ 
ferred  for  confirmation  of  his  statements,  will  have  the 
moral  and  physical  courge  to  speak  out  boldly,  and  tell  v/hat 
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they  know  from  sad  experience  of  the  frauds  and  imposture  of 
the  infamous  Prophet,  and  cunning  knave,  Joe  Smith.  They  owe 
it  to  their  own  characters  for  integrity;  md  to  the  thousands 
of  the  deluded  fellow  sufferers;  and  above  all  they  owe  it  to 
their  GOD  and  their  COUNTRY! 

"We  repeat,  that  sense  of  duty  to  the  community  in  which 
we  live,  impels  us  to  call  upon  Messrs.  ORSON  PRATT,  SIDNEY 
RIGDON,  GEORGE  W.  ROBINSON,  WILLIAM  MARKS  and  FRANCIS  M.  HIG- 
BEE,  not  to  disappoint  public,  expectation  at  this  eventful 
crisis,  but  to  come  out  like  honest  and  pure  men,  and  expose 
the  corruptions  of  the  impostor.  We  appeal  to  them,  as  they 
love  their  county--as  theywould  enjoy  the  respect  cf  others 
and  of  themselves--as  theywould  do  eternal  honor  to  their 
own  r eputation--to  come  out  in  full,  NOW,  and  speak  fearless¬ 
ly  like  men,  and  secure  the  respect  of  the  good  and  patriotic 
of  all  parties,  and  of  all  sects,  and  of  all  men. 

**  V/ith  the  same  purpose  we  would  also  implore  Messrs. 
Chauncey  L.  Higbee,  Henry  Marker,  Mrs.  Sarah  M.  PRATT,  Miss 
NANCY  RIGDON,  and  Miss  MITCHELL,  all  of  Nauvoo;  and  Rev.  SAMU¬ 
EL  JAMES,  and  Capt.  JOHN  F.  OLNEY,  of  La  Harpe;  and  the  Miss 
KILBOURN’S,  of  Montrose,  Iowa;  to  come  out  with  published  state¬ 
ments,  a s  to  their  own  knowledge  of  Smith’s  lascivious  and 
hellish  acts.  The  columns  of  this  paper  may  be  freely  used 
for  placing  such  statements  before  the  world.  The  publications 
made  by  Gen.  Bennett  are  believed  by  all  men;--and  those 
gentlemen  and  ladies  owe  it  to  their  self-respect,  to  their 
high  regard  for  the  morals  and  good  of  society,  to  come  forth 
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now  and  hold  up  the  Impostor  and  his  a  cts  in  their  naked 
deformity  before  the  world;--and  thus  secure  for  themselves 
the  approbation  of  their  own  consciences  and  of  all  those 
who  do  not  regard  the  election  of  Thomas  Ford  and  John 
Moore  above  every  other  earthly  consideration." 

SANG AMO  JOURNAL  Vol.  10,  No.  47,  Whole  No.  567,  P.  2.  Spring- 
field,  Ill.  July  5,  1842,  S.  Francis,  Editor. 


FURTHER  MORMON  DEVELOPMENTS.': 

2d  LETTER  FROM  GEN.  BENNETT. 

"Gen.  Bennett  held  in  duresse  --Joe  Smith  threatens  to 
give  him  over  to  the  Dai  ites  for  execution — Col.  Higbee's 
affidavit,  that  Smith  recommended  the  murder  of  Bennett  for 
the  good  of  the  church--the  "fulfilment  of  prophecy"--at- 
tempted  murder  of  Gov.  Eoggs--preparations  for  defending  Joe 
Smith — application  to  Gov,  Carlin-- Joe  details  a  court  martial 
to  try  Gen.  Bennett  for  treason! I ]] I--strange  givings  out 
concerning  a  murder  in  Mis souri--Bennett  followed  by  Danites 
to  Springfield-- Joe  Smith  approaches  Mrs.  Pratt  for  base 
purposes  "in  the  naime  of  the  Lord" — she  is  proof  against  his 
villainy-- Joe  sacrifices  lambs  when  he  meets  def eat — further 
particulars  of  his  attacks  upon  Miss  Rigdon,  and  of  the 
heroic  virtue  with  which  she  baffled  the  seducer--case  of 
Miss  Martha  Brotherton,  of  Warsaw — affidavit  of  Gen.  Bennett, 
detailing  some  of  Joe's  enormities--comments--aff idavit  of 
Mrs.  Schindle--&c .&c. 

For  the  Sangamo  Journal. 
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July  2,  A.D.  1842) 

"To  the  Editor  of  the  Journal, 

I  an  now  in  this  place,  in  order 
to  attend  to  some  of  my  official  duties,  as  Master  in  Chan¬ 
cery;  and  having  some  leisure  time,  I  shall  proceed  with  my 
history  of  Joe  Smith  and  his  S aints--It  is  my  determihation 
to  state  facts  y  and  such  facts  as  will  arous  the  public  in¬ 
dignation,  if  there  is  yet  virtue  and  courage  left  in  man — 
for  we  are  exhorted  to  be  enterprising  and  courageous--but 
the  b  east  and  f  alse  prophet  (Joe  Smith)  shall  tremble  in 
the  days  of  his  captivity  like  an  aspen  leaf  in  the  wilder¬ 
ness.  The  "Lord’s  anointed,"  as  Joe  is  called,  must  be  w ashed 
in  the  layer  of  the  law  until  his  polluted  carcase,  and  cor¬ 
rupt  soul,  shall  be  purified  by  fire.  And  to  begin: 

"1st.  THE  HJRESSE. --On  the  17th  day  of  May,  A.D.  1842, 
Joe  Smith  requested  to  see  me  alone  in  the  preparation  room 
of  the  Nauvoo  Lodge,  U.D.,  on  some  important  business.  Y/e 
entered,  and  he  locked  the  door,  put  the  key  in  his  pocket, 
and  drew  a  pistol  on  me  and  said--  "  The  peace  of  my  family 
requires  that  you  should  sign  an  affidavit,  and  make  a  state¬ 
ment  before  the  next  City  Council,  on  the  19th,  exonerating 
me  from  all  participation  whatever,  either  directly  or  in¬ 
directly,  in  word  or  deed,  in  the  spiritual  wife  doctrine,  or 
private  intercouse  with  females  in  general;  and  if  you  do  not 
do  it  with  apparent  cheerfulness  tonight--for  my  dignity  and 
purity  must  and  shall  be  maintained  before  the  public,  even 
at  the  expense  of  life, --will  you  do  it  or  die?"  I  replied 


that  he  had  better  procure  some  other  person  or  persons  to 
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do  so,  as  there  v/ere  a  plenty  who  could  do  it  in  truth.  "Nojf 
said  he,  "that  will  not  do--for  it  is  known  that  you  are  well 
acquainted  with  all  my  private  acts,  better  than  any  other 
man,  and  it  is  in  your  power  to  save  me  or  damn  me;  and  as  you 
have  now  withdrawn  from  the  church  in  an  honorable  mm  ner, 
over  my  own  signature,  a  privilege  never  granted  to  any  other 
person,  you  must  and  shall,  place  it  out  of  your  power  to 
injur  me  or  the  church, — do  it  or  the  Mississippi  is  your 
portion--will  you  do  it?”  I  remarked  that  it  w as  a  hard  case, 
and  that  I  would  leave  peaceably,  and  without  any  public  ex¬ 
position,  if  he  would  excuse  me.  He  replied,  "I  tell  you  as 
I  w as  once  tole,  "your  die  is  cast — your  fate  is  fixed--your 
doom  is  sealed,"  if  you  refuse, --will  you  do  it,  or  die?" 

I  remarked  that  I  would,  under  the  circumstances,  but  that 
it  was  hard  to  take  the  advantage  of  an  unarmed  man.  "If 
you  tell  that  publicly,"  said  he,  "death  is  your  portion — 
remember  the  Dsnitesl"  He  then  unlocked  the  door— v/e  went 
into  the  room  below,  and  I  gave  the  affidavit  as  subscribed 
before  Alerman  Wells,  (who  was  then  doing  business  in  the 
lower  room)  and  made  the  statement  required  before  the  City 
Council  on  the  19th,  I  was  not  a  v/are  until  Sunday  last  that 
any  other  person  v/as  apprized  of  the  fact  of  the  threat  of 
murder , --but  on  that  day  Colonel  Francis  M.  Higbee  told  me  in 
the  presence  of  General  George  W.  Robinson,  that  if  it  came 
to  the  worst,  he  was  in  possession  of  a  secret  that  w ould 
open  the  eyes  of  the  people,  and  that  he  would  file  his  affi¬ 
davit  if  necessary;  but  he  would  not  tell  me  what  it  w as  .-- 


General  George  W. Robinson,  however,  informed  me  afterwards 


* 


102. 


that  it  w  as  a  knowledge  of  Joe’s  threats  of  Murder.  On  the 
30th  of  June,  1842,  I  called  upon  Colonel  Higbee  for  his  af¬ 
fidavit,  which  vias  taken  before  General  Hiram  Kimball,  an 
Alderman  of  the  city,  and  is  in  the  following  v/ords,  to  wit: 
"State  of  Illinois, ) 

ss 

Hancock  County  ) 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Hiran  Kimball,  an  Aider- 
man  of  the  city  of  Nauvoo,  Francis  M.  Higbee,  who  being  duly 
sv;orn  according  to  lav/,  deposeth  an  saith  that  Joseph  Smith 
told  him  that  John  C.  Bennett  could  b  e  easily  put  aside  or 
drowned,  and  no  person  would  b  e  the  wiser  for  it,  and  that  it 
ought  to  be  attended  to;--and  he  further  remarked  that  the 
sooner  this  was  done  the  better  for  the  church,  fearing  as 
he  said,  that  Bennett  would  make  some  disclosures  for  the 
church,  fearing  as  he  said,  that  Bennett  v/ould  make  some  dis¬ 
closures  prejudicial  to  said  Smith.  ‘This  vias  about  the  time 
of  Bennett’s  eithdrawal  from  the  church--or  a  short  time 
before — and  further  this  deponeth  saith  not. 

FRANCIS  M.  HIGBEE. 

Sv/orn  to  and  subscribed  this  30th  d  ay  of  June,  A. D. 1842. 

HIRAM  KIMBALL,  Alderman. " 
and  further  this  deponent  saith  not. (sic) 

"My  affidavit,  and  statement,  under  DURESSE,  were  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  Nauvoo  Wasp  of  the  25th  of  June,  1942.  It  is  not 
high  time  that  this  band  of  murderers  should  be  made  to  feel 
the  just  penalty  of  the  lav/?  It  is  certainly  a  most  alarm¬ 
ing  state  of  society  when  men  are  above  the  reach  of  lav/,  and 
free  to  perpetrate  the  blackest  crimes  of  cruelty  and  op- 
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pression.  All  this  in  a  land  of  boasted  freedom!  Great  God! 
where  is  the  arm  of  power?  Where  is  liberty,  and  the  rights 
of  man?  Arise,  ye  officers  of  justice,  and  assert  the  majesty 
of  your  insulted  laws.  Let  the  sound  of  the  clarion  give  the 
alarm!  and  horsemen  and  chariots  will  tell  the  story,  until 
one  stone  shall  not  be  left  upon  another,  or  a  vestige  of  in¬ 
iquity  and  crime  to  pollute  the  goodly  land. 

"2d.  THE  FULFILMENT  OF  PROPHECY. --In  1841,  Joe  Smith 
predicted  or  propheciea  in  a  public  congregation  in  Nauvoo, 
that  Lilburn  W.  Boggs,  ex-Governor  of  Missouri,  should  die 
by  violent  hands  within  one  year.  From  one  to  two  months 
prior  to  the  attempted  assassination  of  Gov.  Boggs,  Mr.  0. 

P.  Rockwell  left  Nauvoo  for  parts  unknown  to  the  citizens  at 
large.  I  was  then  on  terms  of  close  intimacy  with  Joe  Smith, 
and  asked  him  where  Rockwell  had  gone?  "Gone,”  said  he, 

M  GONE  TO  FULFIL  PROPHECY!"  Rockwell  returned  to  Naivoo  the 
day b  efore  the  report  of  the  assas sination r  eached  there,  and 
the  Nauvoo  Wasp  remarked  "it  yet  remains  to  be  known  who  did 
the  noble  deed!"  Rockwell  remarked  to  a  person  now  in  Nau¬ 
voo,  and  whose  name  I  forbear  to  mention  for  the  present,  from 
motives  of  prudence  and  safety  to  the  person,  but  which  shall 
be  forthcoming  in  due  time,  that  he  had  "been  all  over  Upper 
Missouri,  and  all  about  where  Boggs  lives,"  and  this  was  com¬ 
municated  to  me  by  that  person  before  I  withdrew  from  the 
church,  and  we  had  considerable  conversation  upon  that  daring 
act.  Rockwell  is  A  Danite.  Joe's  public  memory  is  very 
treacherous  on  this  subject,  I  presume;  but  his  private  mem¬ 
ory  is  so  good  that  he  has  a  guard  around  his  house  every 
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night,  with  the  State  cannon  and  a  full  supply  of  small  arms, 
for  the  protection  of  his  person  against  any  attempted  ar¬ 
rest. --Ke,  likev/ise,  requested  me  to  write  to  Gov.  Carlin  for 
his  protection,  which  I  agreed  to  do,  and  accordingly  did, 
asking  the  Governor  whether  he  would  be  protected  from  any 
ille gal  act  of  violence, --to  which  the  Governor  replied  that 
ALL  citizens  should  r  eceive  equal. protection,  but  that  he  knew 
of  no  privileged  man  or  order  of  men,  and  that  the  dignity  of 

the  State  should  be  preserved  according  to  the  strict  letter 

% 

of  the  constitution  and  the  laws.  This  letter  I  refused  to 
show  to  Joe,  as  open  hostilities  had  come  between  us,  and  he 
accordingly  detailed  a  Court  Martial  to  try  me  for  treason 
against  the  citizens  of  the  State  of  Illinoislli  This  Court 
I  regarded  as  illegal  and  treated  with  the  utter  contempt 
which  such  an  assemblage  of  inferior  officers  will  always  re¬ 
ceive  at  my  hands.  Now  I  call  upon  Coloney  Francis  M.  Higbee 
to  come  out  and  tell  what  he  told  General  Robinson  and  my¬ 
self  in  relation  to t he  MURDER  of  a  certain  prisoner  in  Mis- 
suri.  Col.  Higbee,  do  not  fear  to  tell  the  dreadful  story¬ 
tell  exactly  how  Joe  had  the  murder  dondjup,  and  what  part  he 
ORDERED  you  to  take  in  the  affair,  but  which  you  did  NOT  take. 
Tell  it  as  Robinson  knows  it,  and  as  you  told  me,  and  DO  NOT 
FEAR.  Gov.  Reynolds  will  make  another  demand,  and  Joe  shall 
be  delivered  over.  I  will  visit  Missouri  and  tell  the  dread¬ 
ful  story.  Let  the  call  be  made,  and  the  laws  shall  be  ex¬ 
ecuted. 

n3d.  My  late  visit  to  Springfield.  On  my  arrival  in 
Carthage  I  found,  as  all  the  citizens  well  know,  that  I  was 


followed  by  Mr.  O.P.  Rockwell,  A  Danite,  who  on  his  arrival 
late  in  the  night,  made  strict  enquiries  as  to  where  I  was-- 
his  ostensible  business  was  to  put  a  letter  in  the  post  of¬ 
fice  1  1  but  judge  ye  the  real  desing  (sic).  I  was  prepared 
for  the  gentleman  and  he  approached  me  not;  but  another 
swift  rider.  Captain  John  D.  Parker,  another  Danite,  follow¬ 
ed  me  to  Springfield,  to  carry  a  letter  to  Dr.  Helm:  but  he 
had  another  object,  and  you  may  well  suppose  v/hat  it  was.  I 
told  Cap  tine  Parker  that  I  was  aware  of  his  object,  but  I 
feared  him  not.  At  Virginia,  in  Cass  County,  on  my  return, 
Parker  met  me  again,  and  I  called  the  attention  of  the  stage 
driver  to  him,  Y/ho,  thereupon,  put  two  additional  balls  into 
his  pistol,  and  then  informed  me  he  was  ready  for  him  or  any 
other  person  having  the  same  object  in  view.  Many  of  the 
Danites  have  been  around  me  in  Nauvoo  for  the  purpose  of  se¬ 
cret  murder  in  order  to  save  the  a rch- impostor  Joe  from 
public  infamy. 

f,4th.  Mrs.  Sarah  M.  Pratt,  wife  of  Professor  Orson  Pratt 
of  the  University  of  the  city  of  Nauvoo,  Joe  Smith  stated  to 
me  at  an  early  day  in  the  history  of  that  city,  that  he  intend 
ed  to  make  that  amiable  and  a  ccomplished  lady  one  of  his 
spiritual  wives,  for  the  Lord  had  given  her  to  him,  and  he  re¬ 
quested  me  to  assist  him  in  consummating  his  hellish  purposes, 
but  I  told  him  that  I  would  not  do  it- -that  she  had  been  much 
neglected  and  abused  by  the  church  during  the  absence  of  her 
husband  in  Europe,  and  that  if  the  Lord  had  given  her  to  him 
he  must  attend  to  it  himself.  I  will  do  it,  said  he,  for 
there  is  no  harm  in  it  if  her  husband  should  never  find  it  out 
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I  called  upon  Mrs.  Pratt  and  told  her  that  Joe  contemplated 
an  attack  on  her  virtue,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  that 
she  must  prepare  to  repulse  him  in  so  infamous  an  assault.  She 
replied  that  ''Joseph  cannot"be'  such  a  man,  I  cannot  believe  it 
until  I  know  it  for  myself  or  have  it  from  his  own  lips;  he 
cannot  be  so  corrupt."  Well,  I  replied,  you  will  see  unless 
he  changes  his  mind;  accordingly  in  a  few  days  Joe  proposed 
to  me  to  go  to  Ramus  with  him.  I  consented  to  go,  and  we 
started  from  his  house  about  4  o'clock  P.M.  rode  into  the 
prairie  a  few  miles,  and’  returned  to  the  house  of  Captain  John 
T.  Barnett,  in  Nauvoo,  about  dusk,  v/here  we  put  up  the  horse 
with  Barnett's  permission.  He,  Joe,  pretended  we  were  looking 
for  thieves.  We  then  proceeded  to  the  house  where  Mrs.  Pratt 
resided,  and  Joe  commenced  discourse  as  follows:  "Sister 
Pratt,  the  Lord  has  given  you  to  me  as  one  of  my  spiritual 
wives.  I  have  the  blessings  of  Jacob  granted  me,  as  he  granted 
holy  men  of  old,  and  I  have  long  looked  upon  you  with  favor, 
and  hope  you  will  not  deny  me."  She  replied:  "I  care  not  for 
the  blessings  of  Jacob,  and  I  believe  in  no  such  revelations, 
neither  will  I  consent  under  any  circumstances.  I  have  one 
good  husband,  and  that  is  enough  for  me."  Joe  could  not  come 

it!  He  then  w ent  off  to  see  Miss -  at  the  house  of  Mrs. 

Sherman.  He  remained  with  her  an  hour  or  tv/o  and  then  return¬ 
ed  to  Barnett's,  harnessed  our  horse,  started  for  Ramus,  and 
arrived  at  Carthage  at  early  breakfast.  We  then  w ent  to 
Ran  us,  and  returned  to  Carthage  that  night,  and  put  up  at 'the 
house  of  Esq.  Comer.  Next  day  w e  returned  to  Nauvoo.  I  call¬ 
ed  upon  Mrs.  Pratt  and  a  sked  her  what  she  thought  of  Joseph? 


r 
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She  replied,  "He  is  a  had  man  beyond  a  doubt."  Mrs.  Pratt  in 
a  conversation  with  Mrs.  Goddard,  wife  of  Slfphen  H.  Goddard, 
said,  "Sister  Goddard,  Joseph  is  a  corrupt  man;  I  know  it, 
for  he  made  an  attempt  upon  me,"  Three  times  afterwards  he 
tried  to  convince  Mrs.  Pratt  of  the  propriety  of  his  doctrine, 
and  she  at  last  told  him:  "Joseph,  if  you  ever  attempt  any 
thing  of  the  kind  with  me  again,  I  will  tell  Mr.  Pratt  on  his 
return  home.  I  will  certainly  do  it."  Joe  replied,  "Sister 
Pratt,  I  hope  you  will  not e  xpose  me;  if  I  am  to  suffer,  all 
suffer;  so  do  not  expose  me-.  Will  you  agree  not  to  do  so?" 
"If,"  said  she,  "you  will  never  insult  me  again,  I  will  not  ex¬ 
pose  you  unless  strong  circumstances  require  it."  "Well, 
sister  Pratt,"  says  Joe,  "as  you  have  refused  me;  it  becomes 
sin,  unless  sacrifice  is  offered;"  and  turning  to  me  he  said, 
"General,  if  you  are  my  friend  I  wish  you  to  procure  a  lamb, 
and  have  it  slain,  and  sprinkle  the  door  posts  and  the  gate 
with  its  blood,  and  take  the  kidneys  and  entrails  and  offer 
them  upon  an  altar  of  twelve  stones  that  have  not  been  touched 
with  a  hammer,  as  a  burnt  offering,  and  it  will  save  me  and 
my  priesthood.  Will  you  do  it?"  I  will,  I  replied.  So  I 
procured  the  lamb  from  Captain  John  T.  Barnett,  and  it  was 
slain  by  Lieutenait  Stephen  H.  Goddard,  and  I  offered  the  kid¬ 
neys  and  entrails  in  sacrifice  for  Joe  as  he  desired;  and 
Joe  said,  "all  is  now  safe--the  destroying  angel  will  pass 
over,  without  harming  any  of  us."  Time  passed  on  in  apparent 


friendship  until  Joe  grossly  insulted  Mrs.  Pratt  again,  after 
her  husband  had  returned  home,  by  approaching  and  kissing  her. 


* 
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This  highly  offended  her,  and  she  told  Mr.  Pratt,  who  was 
much  enraged  and  went  and  told  Joe  never  to  offer  an  insult 
of  the  like  again. — Joe  replied,  "I  did  not  desire  to  kiss 
her. 


"*We  have  omitted  several  names  in  this  letter,  being  un¬ 
willing  to  injure  the  feelings  of  individuals  unnecessarily. 
There  (sic)  names  however  can  be  seen  in  the  original  manu¬ 
script  by  any  person  who  desires  to  do  so. 

Editor  Journal. 

Bennett  made  me  do  it!"  Joe,  you  c  an  !  t  come  it!  Mrs.  Pratt 
is  far  above  your  foul  and  polluted  breath,  your  calumny  and 
detraction.  I  now  appeal  to  Mrs.  Pratt  if  this  is  not  true 
to  the  very  letter.  Just  speak  out  boldly. 

"5th.  Miss  Nancy  Rigdon,  daughter  of  Sidney  Rigdon, 

Esq.  Joe  Smith  said  to  me  last  summer,  "If  you  will  assist  me 
in  procuring  Nancy  as  one  of  my  spiritual  wives,  I  will  give 
you  five  hundred  dollars,  or  the  best  lot  on  Main  Street." 

I  replied,  "I  cannot  agree  to  it.  Elder  Rigdon  is  one  of  my 
best  friends,  and  his  family  are  now  pure  and  spotless,  and 
it  would  b  e  a  great  pity  to  approach  the  truly  virtuous." 

"But,"  says  Joe,  "the  Lord  has  given  her  to  me  to  wife.  I  have 
the  blessings  of  Jacob,  and  there  is  no  wickedness  in  it.  It 
would  be  wicked  to  approach  her  unless  I  had  permission  of  the 
Lord,  but  as  it  is  it  is  as  correct  as  to  have  R^Legal  wife  in 
a  moral  point  of  view,"  It  may  be  so,  said  I,  but  you  must 
see  her  yourself,  I  cannot  approach  her  on  a  subject  of  the 


kind.  Then  I  supposed  the  matter  had  ended;  but  at  the  funer 


. 
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al  of  Mr.  Ephraim  R.  Marks,  Mrs.  Hyde  told  Miss  Higdon,  that 
Joseph  desired  to  see  her  at  the  printing  office,  where  Mrs. 
Hyde  resides,  on  special  business.  She  said  she  w ould  go, 
and  accordingly  did,  but  Joe  was  busily  engaged  at  his  store; 
Dr.  Willard  Richards,  however,  one  of  the  holy  twelve  Mormon 
apostles,  came  in  and  said,  "Miss  Nancy,  Joseph  cannot  be  in 
today,  please  call  again  on  Thursday."  This  she  agreed  to  do; 
but  she  communicated  the  matter  to  Colonel  Francis  M.  Higbee, 
who  was  addressing  her,  and  asked  his  advice  as  to  the  second 
visit.  I  then  came  to  a  knowledge  of  the  facts,  and  went  im¬ 
mediately  to  Joe,  and  said  to  him,  "Joseph,  you  are  a  Master 
Mason,  and  Nancy  is  a  Master  Mason’s  daughter,  so  stay  your 
hand,  or  you  will  get  into  trouble."  Joe  said,  "you  are  my 
enemy,  and  wish  to  oppose  me. "--"No, "said  I, "I  am  not  your 
enemy,  but  you  had  licet  ter  stop  where  you  are." 

"I  then  went  to  Col.  Higbee  and  told  him  Joe’s  designs, 
and  requested  him  to  go  immediately  and  see  Miss  Rigdon  and 
tell  her  the  infernal  plot--that  Joe  w ould  approach  her  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  by  revelation,  &c.,  and  to  put  her  on 
her  guard,  but  advise  her  to  go  and  see  for  herself  what  Joe 
would  do.  He  did  so,  and  she  went  down.  Joe  was  there,  and 
took  her  into  a  private  room,  LOCKED  THE  DOOR,  and  commenced 
by  telling  her  that  he  had  long  loved  her,  and  had  asked  the 
Lord  for  her,  and  that  it  w as  his  holy  will  that  lie  should 
have  her--he  told  her  that  it  w  ould  not  prevent  her  from  mar¬ 
rying  any  other  person--that  he  had  the  blessings  of  Jacob 
granted  to  him — and  all  that  was  right;  he d esired  to  kiss 
her,  and  wished  her  to  kiss  him,  but  Joe  couldn’t  come  it. 


‘ 
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She  said  she  would  alarm  the  neighbors  if  he  did  not  open  the 
door,  and  let  her  out--he  did  so,  and  requested  Mrs.  Hyde  to 
explain  matters  to  her.  Joe  swore  her  to  eternal  secrecy. 

Mrs.  Hyde  told  her  that  these  things  looked  strange  to  her  at 
first,  but  she  would  become  more  reconciled  on  mature  reflec¬ 
tion.  Miss  Rigdon  replied,  ftI  never  shall.’'  Joe  agreed  to 
write  her,  and  did  so  in  a  few  days  thro’  Dr.  Richards.  That 
letter  is  now  safe  in  the  hands  of  her  friends.  I  have  seen 
it,  so  has  her  father,  and  various  other  persons, --On  Tuesday 
last,  Joe  came  up  to  Mr.  Rigdon' s,  accompanied  by  his  High 
Priest,  Geo.  Miller,  of  sable  notoriety,  for  a  v/itness,  and 
by  boisterous  words  and  violent  gestures  tried  to  deny  the  at¬ 
tempted  seduction  and  alarm  the  girl;  but  she  told  him  he  was 
a  cursed  liar,  and  that  he  could  not  f  ace  her  to  it.  Joe 
then  made  a  full  acknowledgment  of  the  whole  affair.  All  the 
family,  and  many  other  persons  were  present.  The  holy  George 
observed,  "You  must  not  harm  the  Lord's  annointed--the  Lord 
will  not  suffer  his  annointed  tofalliJJ"  Now  call  upon  Miss 
Rigdon  for  the  truth  of  the  foregoing.  Joe,  did  you  offer 
another  lamb  in  sacrifice  as  a  burnt-sin  offering  on  the  alter 
of  twelve  stones?  If  not,  look  out  for  the  destroying  angel 
for  he  will  surely  get  you. 

"6th.  Now  I  call  upon  Miss  Martha  Brotherton,  of  Warsaw, 

to  come  out  and  tell  boldly  the  b  ase  attempt  on  her  virtue  when 

in  Nauvoo--how  she  was  locked  up--and  the  proposals  that  were 
made  to  her.  I  saw  her  taken  to  the  accursed  room,  and  now 

let  her  come  out  boldly  and  tell  the  corruptions  of  these  holy 

men.  The  public  reqi  ires  it — justice  and  honor  require  it. 


M  /  Jl  ><  ri  3a  t  uifl  ro'r  or*8  '  2 


111. 


"7  th.  I  will  now  append  my  ovm  affidavit: 

State  of  Illinois,  ) 

ss 

Hancock  County,  ) 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Samuel  Marshall,  a  Just¬ 
ice  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  said  county,  J0hn  C.  Bennett,  who 
being  duly  sworn,  according  to  law,  deposeth  and  saith--that 
the  affidavit  taken\bef ore  Esq.  Wells  on  the  17th  of  May  and 
the  statement  before  the  City  Council  of  Nauvoo  on  the  19th, 
as  published  in  the  Wasp  of  the  25th  of  June,  1842,  are  false, 
and  were  taken  under  DURESSE  as  stated  in  this  letter-- that 
he  has  seen  Joseph  Smith  in  bed  with  Mrs.  Puller. 

*»,  «/  »/  » f  <S  \f  W  %/  W  W  « »  W  W  «/  W  W  W  V/  rz  t  / 

a  a  n  a  /»  a  *\  a  a*  "c  **  /V*  vr  “if c  *c  “c  'a"  a*  *r  vr  “r  * r 

JOHN  C.  BENNETT. 

Sworn  to  and  subscfibed  this  2d  day  of  July,  1842. 

SAMUEL  MARSHALL,  J.P. 

( seal ) . 

"It  is  quite  likely  that  many  of  the  persons  whom  I  have 
named  in  my  affidavit,  and  many  others  whom  I  may  hereafter 
name,  will  flounder,  but  the  truth  shall  now  come,  and  s  tand 
in  bold  relief  before  the  world.  Most  of  the  Mormons  will 
swear  to  any  thing  th^;  Joe  tells  them  to,  and  the  public 
must  look  for  it.  -All,  therefore,  who  remain  after  these  as¬ 
tounding  disclosures,  must  be  branded  with  infamy,  as  they 
will  undoubtedly  b e  partakers,  in  their  adulteries,  thefts, 
robberies,  and  murders. 

"8th.  Mrs.  Melissa  Schindle,  wife  of  Col.  George  Schin- 
dle,-~I  now  proceed  to  give  the  affidavit  of  Mrs.  Schindle 
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which  is  in  the  following  words,  to  wit: 

"State  of  Illinois, ) 

ss . 

McDonough  C  ounty.  ) 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Abram  Fulkerson,  one  of 
the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  said  county,  Melissa 
Schindle,  who  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposeth 
and  saith  that  in  the  fall  of '1841,  when  she  was  staying  one 
night  with  the  widow  Fuller,  who  has  recently  been  married  to 
a  Mr.  Warren,  in  the  city  of  Nsuvoo,  and  that  Joseph  Smith 
came  into  the  room  where  she  was  sleeping  about  10  o’clock  at 
night,  and  after  making  a  few  remarks  came  to  her  bed-side, 
and  asked  her  if  he  could  have  the  privilege  of  sleeping  with 
her.  She  immediately  replied  NO.  He,  on  the  receipt  of  the 
above  answer  told  her  it  was  the  will  of  Lord  that  he  should 
have  illicit  intercourse  with  her,  and  that  he  never  proceed¬ 
ed  to  do  any  thing  of  that  kind  with  any  woman  without  first 
having  the  will  of  the  Lord  on  the  subject;  and  further  he 
told  her,  she  could  make  his  house  her  home  as  long  as  she 
wished  to  do  so,  and  that  she  should  never  want  for  any  thing 
it  was  in  his  power  to  assist  her  to--but  she  would  not  con¬ 
sent  to  it. --He  then  told  her  that  if  she  would  3e  t  him  sleep 
with  her  that  night  he  would  give  her  five  dollars — but  she 
refused  all  his  propositions.  He  then  told  her  that  she  must 
never  tell  of  his  propositions  to  her,  for  he  had  ALL  influ¬ 
ence  in  that  place,  and  if  she  told  he  would  ruin  her  charac¬ 
ter,  and  she  would  be  under  the  necessity  of  leaving.  He 
then  went  to  an  adjoining  bed  where  the  widow  v/as  sleeping-- 


■ 


got  into  bed  with  her  and  laid  there  until  about  1  o’clock, 
when  he  got  up,  bid  them  good  night,  aid  left  them,  and 
further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

her 

MELISSA  X  SCHINDLE, 
mark 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  2d  day  July,  1842. 

A.  FULKERSON,  J.P.  (seal.)1' 

"Joe  did  you  offer  another  sacrifice?  If  not,  the  de¬ 
stroying  angel  will  come--but  as  you  succeeded  v/ith  Mrs.  Ful 
ler  that  night,  as  you  told  me,  that  may  take  off  the  curse. 
Joe  says  "there  are  wonderful  things  in  the  land  of  Ham,  and 
terrible  things  by  the  Red  Sea." 

"I  must  no v/  bring  this  short  le  tter  to  a  close  but  w ill 
write  again  in  a  few  days." 

SANGAMO  JOURNAL  Vol.  10,  No.  47,  Whole  No.  567,  P.  5.  Spring 
field.  Ill.  July  5,  1842.  S.  Francis,  Editor. 


"GEN.  BENNETT'S  THIRD  LETTER" 

"Further  facts  in  relation  to  Joe  Smith’s  application 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Bankrupt  Law--Joe  Smith  made  sole 
trustee  of  the  Mormon  Church  DURING  LIFE  with  plenary  powers 
to  manage,  control  and  convey  the  property  of  the  Church-- 
evidence  from  the  Records  of  Hancock  County  of  Joe’s  putting 
his  property  out  of  his  hands,  before  applying  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Bankrupt  Law--Joe  makes  his  family  rich,  in¬ 
cluding  his  infant  children — Gen .  Robinson  and  Col.  Higbee, 
and  others  called  upon  to  state  facts  within  their  own  know- 
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ledge  in  reference  to  Joe’s  swindling  transactions--Messrs . 
Killbourne  of  Montrose,  Iowa  also  called  upon  to  state  facts 
in  reference  to  thefts  and  robberies  committed  by  the  Danite 
Band--Joe’s  "White  purchas,"  called  Church  property,  sched¬ 
uled  among  his  assets,  because,  as  it  was  supposed,  he  had 
not  paid  for  it — Further  respecting  Joe’s  new  orders,  (as  he 
calls  it,  of  Masonry)  for  securing  spiritual  wives-- some 
honest  individuals  not  allowed  to  possess  all  the  secrets  of 
this  order--Messrs .  Rigdon,  Pratt  and  Marks,  called  upon  to 
come  out  and  state f  acts,  knowing  as  they  do  the  unvarnished 
truth  of  Bennett’s  s tatements--Notice  of  Joe’s  letter  to  Gen. 
Robinson — Joe’s  violations  of  his  obligations  as  a  Mason  in 
making  Masons  in  an  irregular  lodge--Joe’s  threats  that  if 
the  Grand  Lodge  would  not  approve  of  his  acts  "it  might  go  to 
the  devil" — Bennett  about  leaving  for  Missouri,  to  make  dis¬ 
closures,  relative  to  the  attempted  murder  of  Boggs  and  per¬ 
haps  other,  which  may  secure  for  Joe  Smith,  the  great  cham¬ 
pion  of  Thomas  Ford  and  John  Moore,  (see  Joe  Smith’s  Procla¬ 
mation)  a  more  elevated  position  than  with  all  his  ambition 
he  aspires  to--Look  out  for  breakers. 

CARTHAGE,  ILLS.,  July 

4,  1842. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Journal: 

"In  your  paper  of  the  1st  inst.,  you  c all  upon  me,  and 
others,  to  make  some  disclosures  in  relation  to  Joe  Smith, 
the  arch- impostor ,  to  which  I  now  proceed  to  r  espond.  I  have 
already  v;ritten  you  t  wo  letters  on  the  subject;  one  of  which 
I  presume  you  have  received  before  this,  and  the  other  will 
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reach  you  in  a  few  days.  I  will  now  give  you  some  singular 
facts. 

"1st.  JOE’S  BANKRUPT  APPLICATION. --The  Bankrupt  law, 
section  2,  provides  that  no  conveyances  of  property  shall  be 
made  in  contemplation  of  bankruptcy,  subsequent  to  the  1st 
of  January,  1841;  and  an  Act  concerning  Religious  Societies, 
under  which  the  Mormon  Church  was  incorporated,  provides  for 
the  appointment  of  TRUSTEES,  not  a  SOIE  TRUSTEE  IN  TRUST, 
who  are  authorized  ffto  purchase  a  qi  antity  of  land  not  exceed¬ 
ing  five  acres,1'  &c.  &c.  See  act  approved  Feb.  6,  1842. 

From  a  Book  of  Mortgages  and  Bonds, 

Page  95. 

City  of  Nauvoo,  Hancock  Co.,  Ills,,) 
Feb 'y  2d,  A.D.  1842.  ) 

"To  the  County  Recorder  of  the  County  of  Hancock: 

"Dear  Sir: --At  a  meeting  of  the  "Church  of  Latter  Day 
Saints"  at  this  place,  on  Saturday  the  30th  day  of  January, 
A.D.  1841,  I  was  elected  sole  Trustee  for  said  Church,  to 
hold  my  office  during  life,  (my  successor  to  be  the  first 
Presidency  of  said  Church)  and  vested  with  plenary  powers  as 
Sole  Trustee  in  Trust  for  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Lat¬ 
ter  Day  Saints  to  receive,  acquire,  manage  and  convey  proper¬ 
ty,  real,  personal,  or  mixed,  for  the  sole  use  and  benefit  of 
said  church,  agreeable  to  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled 
"An  act  concerning  Religious  Societies,"  approved  February  6, 
1835. 


"JOSEPH  SMITH,  ( L. S . ) " 


' 
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''State  of  Illinois,  ) 

ss 

Hancock  County,  ) 

"This  day  personally  appeared  before 
me,  Daniel  H.  Wells,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  within  and  for 
the  county  of  Hancock  aforesaid,  Isaac  Galland,  Robert  E. 
Thompson  and  John  C.  Bennett,  who  being  duly  sworn  depose  and 
say  that  the  foregoing  certificate  of  Joseph  Smith  is  true. 

"ISAAC  GALLAND, 

"R.B.  THOMPSON, 

"JOHN  C.  BENNETT, 

"Sworn  to  and  subscribed  this  third  day  of  February,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one, 
before  me,  "DANIEL  H.  WELLS, 

"Justice  of  the  Peace." 

Comnendious  extracts  from  the  Records  of  Hancock 

. ,  ■  .  —  ■■  -  —  .  ,,  _ _ -  -- -  ...  ,  —  —  ■ 

County? 

^  ■  ■  ■  ■  i  ■ 

"In  book  R,  page  21,  there  is  a  deed  from  Joseph  Smith 
and  wife  to  Julia  M.  Smith,  Joseph  Smith,  jr.,  F.G.W.  Smith 
and  Alexander  Smith,  (the  first  an  adopted  daughter,  end  the 
remainder  all  small  children  of  Joseph  end  Emma  Smith, )  ex¬ 
ecuted  Dec.  21,  1841,  and  recorded  January  1st,  1842,  for 
lots  1,  2,  3  and  4,  block  12,  in  the  city  of  Nauvoo,--for 
the  consideration  of  "one  hundred  dollars  to  them  in  hand 
paid, "--property  worth  about  three  thousand  dollars. 

"Another  in  the  same  book,  page  151,  from  the  same  to 
the  same,  (Joseph  Smith  and  his  wife  to  their  children, )  ex¬ 
ecuted  March  17,  1842,  and  recorded  April  9th,  1842,  for  the 
east  half  of  south  east  31,  5. north  8  west;  and  west  half  of 
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north-west  five,  and  east  half  of  north-east  6,  4  north  8  Y/est-- 
for  the  consideration  of  two  thousand  dollars. 

"Another  in  the  same  book,  (R.  )  pages  159,  160  and  161, 
from  Joseph  Smith  and  v/ife  to  Joseph  Smith,  as  sole  Trustee  in 
trust  for  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints,  ex¬ 

ecuted  Oct.  5th,  1841,  and  recorded  April  18th,  1842,  (the  same 
day  he  visited  Carthage  to  file  his  schedule  for  bankruptcy ) 
and  I  have  no  doubt  the  deed  was  executed  on  the  16th  or  17th 
of  April,  1842,  and  dated  back  to  Oct.  5th,  1841,  for  so  Joe 
informed  me,  and  Mr.  Marshall,  Mr.  Sherman  and  others,  of 
Carthage,  will  state  that  the  writing  vias  fresh  and  changed 
materially  in  appearance  soon  after,  for  (230)  two  hundred  and 
thirty  lots,  or  thereabouts,  mostly  in  the  "White  Purchase," 
for  the  consideration  of  "the  sum  of  one  dollar  to  them  in 
hand  paid,  on  a  just  and  lawful  settlement  between  themselves 
in  person,  and  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day 
Saints. —  (Property  worth  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  tv/o  hun¬ 
dred  thousand  dollars,  at  the  r  ate  that  Joe  is  selling  it. ) 

"Another  in  book  I.  page  329,  from  Ebenezer  P.  Wiggins  to 
Emma  Smith,  executed  May  15th,  1841,  and  recorded  June  30th, 
1841,  forwest  half  of  north-west  quarter  30,  7  north,  8  west, 
and  the  west  half  of  north-east  30,  7  north,  8  west,  for  the 
consideration  of ($2,700)two  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars-- 
(paid  for  by  Joe,  and  worth  about  three  thousand  dollars.) 

"Another  in  the  same  book  (I. )  page  243,  from  Daniel  H. 
Wells  and  wife  to  Joseph  Smith,  Mr.,  (Joe’s  son),  executed 
May  5th,  1841,  and  recorded  May  6th,  1841,  for  lots  1  and  4, 
block  22,  in  Well’s  addition  to  Nauvoo,  for  the  consideration 
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of  one  hundred  dollars. 

" Another  in  the  same  hook,  page  354,  from  Robert  B. 
Thompson  and  wife  to  Emma  Smith,  (Joe’s  wife),  executed  July 
24th,  1841,  and  recorded  July  27th,  1841,  for  south-east 
fractional  quarter  of  section  2,  north  6,  9  west,  containing 
12343-100  acres,  for  the  consideration  of  ($4,000)  four  thou¬ 
sand  dollars. 

"Another  in  same  book,  page  355,  from  same  to  Frederick 
G.W.  Smith,  (Joe’s  son),  executed  July  24th,  1841,  and  record¬ 
ed  July  27th,  1841,  for  part  of  block  156,  in  Nauvoo,  for  the 
consideration  of  $500,  five  hundred  dollars." 

"In  an  official  certificate  is  required,  call  upon 
Chauncey  Robinson,  Esq.,  the  Recorder  of  Hancock,  and  he  will 
certify  that  these  are  correct  extracts  from  the  county  rec¬ 
ords. --There  are  various  other  matters  of  record  that  could 
be  made  to  operate  against  this  king  of  swindlers  and  impos¬ 
tors,  Joe  Smith;  but  I  presume  that  the  foregoing  will  be  suf¬ 
ficient  to  give  him  a  comfortable  home  in  the  State  peniten¬ 
tiary,  at  Alton,  for  some  years  to  come,  if  Missouri  does  not 
get  him  f ir st . 

"If  oral  testimony  is  required,  call  upon  Gen.  George 
W.  Robinson,  Col.  Francis  M.  Higbee,  and  others,  who  are  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  transactions.  CaL  1  out  these  witnesses  in 
relation  to  the  SHAM  sales  of  valuable  property  made  to  Wil¬ 
lard  Richards,  N.R.  Whitney,  and  others,  by  Joe,  in  order 
to  prepare  for  the  bankruptcy.  The  Hotchkiss  purchase,  cal¬ 
led  church  property-~but w hich  is  not  paid  for--was  given  in 
by  Joe  in  his  schedule  as  his  o wn  individual  property,  which 
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it  undoubtedly  was;  but  the  White  Purchase,  (S.F. Fractional 
quarter  of  section  2,  6N.  9  V/.  )  WHICH  IS  PAID  FOR,  was  deed¬ 
ed  to  Thompson,  Joe's  Clerk,  who  had  no  property,  and  from 
Thompson  to  Emma  Smith,  (Joe’s  wife,)  and  from  Joseph  Smith 
and  v/ife  to  Joseph  Smith,  SOLE  TRUSTEE  IN  TRUST,  &c.  I  now 
call  upon  G  eneral  Robinson  and  Colonel  Higbee,  to  come  out 
in  the  Sangamo  Journal,  over  their  own  names,  and  tell  what 
they  know  of  Joe's  swindling  operations.  Come  out,  gentle¬ 
men,  boldly;  the  public  good  requires  it  at  your  hands. --For¬ 
bearance  is  no  longer  a  virtue  in  this  business,  I  call, 
likewise,  upon  the  Messrs.  Kilbourns,  of  Montrose,  Iowa,  to 
come  out  in  the  Journal  and  tell  what  they  know  of  Joe's 
swindling  in  Iowa  lands,  and  of  the  thefts  and  robberies  com¬ 
mitted  by  his  Danite  Band;  and  I  hope  they  will  respond  to 
the  call  without  delay.  Let  no  man  fear  to  speak  out  boldly. 
Remember  that  the  White  Purchase  was  CALIED  church  property, 
but  it  was  and  is  Joe's  own  individual  estate.  He  said  in 
a  public  congregation  in  Nauvoo,  a  few  weeks  ago,  "I  own  a 
million  of  dollars  in  property,  in  this  city,  and  around  it.” 
Can  this  swindler  take  the  benefit  of  the  bankrupt  law] 

Never!  No,  Never!,'  Let  a  prosecution  be  at  once  instituted 
against  his  holiness,  and  let  the  Daw  have  its  just  operations 
ONCE. 

”2d.  JOE’S  HOLY  LODGE  CALIED  "ORDER.” 

I  alluded  to  this  holy  institution  in  one  of  my  former 
letters,  Joe  says  he  has  given  them  the  Master’s  word  by 
revelation.  In  the  preparation  they  are  stripped  naked  so 
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as  to  see  if  they  will  pass  the  holy  examination  as  required 
in  Dueteronomy,  23d  chapter  and  1st  verse.  They  are  then 
clothed  upon  and  the  precious  ointment  poured  upon  the  head, 
running  doY/n  upon  the  heard  and  the  skirts  of  the  garment. 

The  ungodly  oath,  a  part  of  which  I  gave  you  is  then  adminis¬ 
tered  in  order  to  prepare  them  for  the  SPIRITUAL  WIFE  opera¬ 
tions,  and  save  Joe  from  public  disgrace  and  infamy.  Some  of 
them,  however,  are  not  in  the  SECRETS .--They  are  taken  in  as 
a  blind  in  order  to  deceive  the  people.  If  they  are  charged 
with  iniquity,  they  say,  ’’Look  at  William  Mejrks  and  others 
like  him!  Do  they  indulge!”  No,  gentlemen,  but  this  is  not 
exploited  to  THEM.  Joe  says,  ’’Sidney  Rigdon  and  Orson  Pratt, 
and  William  marks  must  never  know  the  SECRETS,  or  they  will 
apostalize.”  Rigdon  and  Pratt  are  not  yet  members,  however, 
and  I  hope  they  never  willb  e;  and  Marks  has  a  very  strong 
squinting  at  apostacy.  If  Sidney  Rigdon  will  suffer  a  base 
attemp  on  his  daughter’s  chastity;  Orson  Pratt  another  on 
his  wife;  and  William  Marks  will  look  tamely  on  at  these  dis¬ 
closures,  and  say  nothing,  I  am  much  mistaken  in  the  man. 

The  public  look  to  Rigdon,  Pratt  and  Marks,  and  other  kindred 
spirits,  to  speak  at  this  eventful  crisis--they  have  seen  and 
heard,  and  FELT  in  their  own  families,  the  corruptions  of 
this  fiend  of  hell.  Come  out,  gentlemen  and  renounce  and  de¬ 
nounce  Joseph  Smith,  that  soul  damning  impostor.  Come  out 
NOW,  or  bow  down  and  lick  the  dust,  worship  at  his  shrine, 
and  chain  your  fate  to  the  v;heels  of  damnation,  and  the  car 
of  iniai  ity.  The  issue  is  made  up, --it  cannot  be  averted; 
and  I  pray  God  that  the  ’’bitter  cup  may  not  pa3s,”  You  ALL, 
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with  Francis  M.  Higbee,  George  W. Robinson,  Chauncey  L.  Higbee, 
Henry  Marks,  and  hundreds  of  others,  KNOW  THAT  I  have  told 
the  unvarnished  truth,  and  the  people  at  large  will  believe 

i 

me, --yes,  they  will  believe  me,  tho 1  I  have  not  yet  hold  (sic) 
HALF  THE  DREADFUL  STORY.' J  "Come  out  from  among  the  ungodly, 
and  be  ye  separate."  Gen.  Robinson  writes  me  under  date  of 
July  3d-- Joe  says  to  the  people,  "LOOK  OUT.'  LOOK  OUT.'.'  These 
men,  I  will  venture  to  say;  will  come  out  on  me,  with  all  in 
their  power,  and  say  and  do  all  they  can  to  put  me  dovm;  but 
do  not  believe  one  word  of  their  cursed  lies;  for  I  KNOW  I 
am  Prophet."  Yes,  and  Pratt,  and  Rigdon,  and  Robinson,  and 
the  Higbees,  and  the  Marks,  and  hundreds  of  others  KNOW  you 
to  be  a  LIAR,  Joe,r--and  Pratt  and  others  have  told  you  so  in 
the  face  of  open  day.  YOU  LIED  in  the  name  of  the  Loral!! 
Remember  that,  you  base  blasphemer, — remember  that,  and  weep! 
--Look  at  your  black  catalogue  of  crimes--your  seductions  and 
attempted  seductions  in  the  name  of  your  Meker--your  thefts-- 
your  robberies — and  your  murders!  Why,  Sctan  blushes  to  be¬ 
hold  so  corrupt  and  loathsome  a  mortal, --one  whose  daring 
deeds  of  crime  so  far  surpass  hell's  darkest  counsels,  as  to 
hide  the  sable  Prince  in  impenetrable  darkness  forever! 

"3d.  NAUVOO  LODGE  U.D.  The  original  records  show  that 
Joseph  Smith,  Job  Snyder,  Brigham  Young,  Peter  Haws,  Willard 
Richards,  and  one  other,  I  think  Adara  Lyman,  were  initiated, 
passed,  and  raised,  before  the  Installation  of  the  Lodge, 
and  all  but  one  have  passed  through  since,  --Joe  by  the  hands 
of  the  Grand  Master  Jonas,  and  the  remainder  by  other  brethren. 
That  record  Y/as  sealed  up,  and  a  new  one  commenced, --the  sec- 
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ond  w as  sealed  up,  and  a  third  commenced, --and  then  a  nev/ 
record  hook  procured  and  such  parts  copied  as  they  were 
willing  should  go  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  such  only. 

"Let  the  original  book  be  produced  and  these  facts  will 
appear--I  stand  pledged  that  they  shall  appear.  A  part  of  the 
original  record  is  in  my  hand  writing,  as  all  know;  and  if 
they  will  produce  a  record  that  has  any  of  my  hand  writing  in 
it,  (for  the  new  one  has  nothing  but  my  name,)  I  will  show 
all  the  f  acts  unless  the  leaves  have  been  torn  out.  Mr.  Stod¬ 
dard  was  suspended  for  blackballing  Mr.  Sessions,  but  it  was 
not  put  to  record.  The  charged  of  H.G.  Sherwood  and  Samuel 
H.  Smith,  against  Robert  D.  Poster,  during  the  trial  of  which 
Foster  received  such  a  severe  rebuke  by  Joe,  never  appeared 
upon  record,  and  Joe  said,  as  the  case  was  likely  to  effect 
his  brother  Samuel,  MI  will  see  the  records  in  hell  and  burn 
this  house,  before  it  shall  b  e  said  that  a  Smith  ever  failed 
to  accomplish  a  thing  he  undertook,  or  before  any  thing  shall 
be  recorded  that  may  ever  operate  against  Samuel--and  if  we 
can’t  get  a  charter  without  that  the  Grand  Lodge  may  go  to 
the  Devil."  Is  this  not  so?  I  appeal  to  George  W.  Robinson, 
Francis  M.  Higbee,  and  Hiram  Kimball,  all  Master  Masons. 

These  are  only  some  of  the  actings  and  doings  of  the  Nauvoo 
Lodge,  U.D.,  under  the  Supervision  of  Joe  and  his  servile 
priest,  George  Miller-- the  little  creature  that  does  Joefe  dirty 
work.  Let  the  Grand  Lodge  look  to  this.  Why  does  not  Nauvoo 
Lodge,  U.D.  deal  with  Joe  for  the  attempted  seduction  of  Nancy 
Rigdon,  a  Master  Mason’s  daughter,  and  for  the  actual  se¬ 
duction  of  several  Master  Mason’s  wives  and  sisters  and  daught- 
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er s I --Simply  because  they  say  Joe  is  a  Prophet,  and  the 
Lord’s  annointed  must  not  he  harmed,  the  Lord  will  not  suf¬ 
fer  his  annointed  to  falll  0,  temporal  0,  Mores! 

”4th.  I  am  now  going  over  to  Missouri  to  have  Joe  taken 
to  justice;  and  then  I  am  going  to  New  York  to  publish  a 
book,  to  be  called  ’’The  History  of  the  Saints,”  in  which  I 
shall  tell  most  of  the  actings  and  doings  at  Nauvoo  for  the 
last  two  years,  of  most  of  their  great  men,  and  some  of  their 
great  women,  too;  so  look  out  for  breakers.  We  shall  have 
full  disclosures  if  the  Danites  don’t  catch  me--they  are 
after  me  like  prowling  wolves,  by  Joe’s  special  orders.  In 
haste. 

Yours,  Respectfully, 

JOHN  C.  BEN NET.” 

SANG AMO  JOURNAL  VOL  10,  No.  47,  Whole  No.  567,  P.  2  &  3. 
Springfield,  Ill.,  July  15,  1842.  S.  Erancis,  Editor. 

*»’  *  r«r*  v  vr  '  iC"  C'C  *0 

”GEN.  BENNETT’S  4TH  LETTER” 

”Bennett’s  expose  of  the  attempted  murder  of  Gov.  Boggs 
published--also  Miss  Brotherton’s  statement  of  Smith’s  attack 
upon  her--Culpability  of  those  who  remain  under  the  control 
of  Joe  Smith  hereaf ter--Reasons  of  Bennett  for  not  making 
earlier  disclosures--Statement  of  the  Nauvoo  ’’Times  and  Sea¬ 
sons”  that  the  Mormons  have  not  been  guilty  of  Penitentiary 
Crimes,  proved  to  be  f alse--Commonet s-- Joe  Smith’s  corres¬ 
pondence  with  Mrs.  White  over  the  signature  of  "Old  White 
Hat”--Letter  of  Joe  Smith  to  Miss  Rigdon  to  be  published-- 
Irregularities  of  Nauvoo  Lodge--Admission  of  C.A.  Warren,  Esq. 
that  Joe’s  ”big  deed”  was  made  out  on  a  Saturday  preceding  the 


. 
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Monday  on  which  he  applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  Bankrupt 
law--the  deed  ante-dated--Comment s-- the  City  Council  of 
Nauvoo,  sv;orn  to  obey  Joe  Smith  "as  the  supreme  Godn--Gen. 
Bennett  will  not  a  ttempt,  to  refute  the  charges  made  against 
him  by  Joe  Smith  and  company  until  he  accomplishes  the  work 
of  exposing  their  iniquities. 

For  the  Sangamo  Journal. 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO.,  July  15th,  1842. 

"To  the  Editor  of  the  Journal: 

I  have  published  in  the  Bulletin  of  this  city  a  detailed 
account  of  the  attempted  assassination  of  Governor  Boggs,  by 
Smith;  and  in  a  sub  seal  ent  number,  the  full  statement  of  Miss 
Brotherton,  both  of  which  you  will  please  to  copy  as  they  are 
of  much  interest  at  this  time.  The  cases  of  Mrs.  Pratt, 

Miss  Rigdon,  and  Miss  Brotherton,  all  ladies  of  the  first 
order  of  talents  and  the  highest  respectability,  are  precise¬ 
ly  similar.  In  all  these  cases  the  ARCH  SEDUCER  and  his 
Apostles,  were  signally  repulsed;  but  in  hundred  of  other  cases 
they  succeeded  to  their  hearts’  content  in  their  hack-hearted 
work  of  deep  degradation,  corruption,  and  sorrow. 

’’ALL  who  now  remain  in  the  church  must  be  regarded  as 
partiepes  criminis  in  the  new  doctrine;  —  their  wives  defiled, 
their  daughters  debauched,  their  sisters  outraged,  and  their 
mothers  polluted] ] ]  Can  men  who  have  a  just  sense  of  honor, 
and  their  duty  to  themselves  and  their  families,  longer  fol¬ 
low  a  base  deceiver  and  teacher  of  such  a  system  of  licenti¬ 
ousness  and  debauchery,  such  as  is  Joe  Smith?  They  cannot 
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without  being  partakers  with  him  in  his  hellish  deeds.  The 
"HISTORY  OF  THE  SAL  NTS, "  which  I  am  about  to  publish  will 
develop  wonders.  I  am  blamed  by  some  for  not  making  earli¬ 
er  disclosures;  but  I  will  show  to  the  perfect  satisfaction 
of  all  candid  and  reasonable  men,  that  an  earlier  attempt 
would  have  met  with  a  sigual(sic)  defeat.  I  cam  out  as  soon 
as  I  had  all  the  f  acts  in  my  possession,  and  a  premature  ex¬ 
pose,  all  must  admit,  would  have  been  worse  than  nothing. 

The  minds  of  his  believers  never  could  have  been  DISABUSED 
by  such  an  unwise  step.  You  will  see. 

"An  article  appears  in  the  (Nauvoo)  Times  and  Seasons 
of  July  1,  1842,  from  the  pen  of  William  Law,  (one  of  Joe!s 
councillors  of  the  First  Presidency,  selected  by  express 
revelation  from  Heaven  thro*  Joe,  as  he  boasts,  for  his 
great  piety  and  unquestioned  veracity, )  dated  June  17,  1842, 
and  headed  "Much  ado  about  Nothing,"  in w hich  the  truthful 
General  Law  says: 

"Where  is  there  a  record  against  any  of  our  people  for 
penitentiary  crime?  NOT  IN  THE  STATE.  Where  is  there  a  rec 
ord  of  fine  or  county  imprisonment  (for  ANY  breach  of  law) 
against  any  of  the  Latter  Day  Saints?  I  know  of  none  in  the 
State.  If  then  they  have  broken  no  law,  they  consequently 
have  the  taken  away  no  man’s  right,  they  have  infringed  upon 
no  man’s  liberties." 

"And  the  truthful  holy  Joe,  and  his  truthful  holy  Job 
Taylor,  the  Apostle,  (the  seniro  and  junior  editors  of  the 
Times  and  Seasons)  endorse  the  statement  in  an  editorial  as 
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"The  above  are  plain  matters  of  fact,  that  every  one  may 
become  acquainted  with  by  reference  to  the  county  or  State 
records.  Y/e  might  add  that  in  regard  to  moral  principles 
there  is  no  city  in  this  state  or  in  the  United  States,  that 
can  compare  with  the  city  of  Nauvoo;  you  may  live  in  our  city 
for  a  month  and  hot  hear  an  oath  sworn--you  may  be  here  as 
long  and  not  see  one  person  intoxicated;  so  notorious  are  for 
sobriety,  that  at  the  time  the  Washingtonian  Convention  pas¬ 
sed  through  our  city,  a  meeting  was  called  for  them, ,f  etc. 

NOW  FOR  THE  RECORDS.1  J 
The  People  of  the  State  of  Illinois, ( 

VS.  ( 

Timothy  Lewis,  (Mormon)  ( 

Indicted  for  Larcency,  October  2d,  1842.  Sentenced  to 

four  years  imprisonment  in  the  Penitentiary--thirty  days 
solitary  conf inement — f or  stealing  horses. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  Illinois, ( 

VS.  ( 

Sal  ly  Castile  and  Francis  Castile,  ( 

(  Mormons )  ( : 

Indicted  for  stealing  a  log  chain,  October  5th,  1841.-- 
These  defendaits  were  convicted  by  a  jury  of  Hancock  county 
for  the  above  theft, --new  trial  granted-- the  venue  changed 
to  McDonough,  where  no  v/itnesses  appeared,  and  they  were 
di scharged. 


The  People  of  the  State  of  Illinois, ( 

VS.  ( 

-  Johnson, (Mormon)  ( 


Arrested  for  stealing,  and  escaped  from  the  officers. 


The  People  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
VS. 

Alanson  Brown,  (Mormon  Danite) 


In  jail  under  process  from  McDonough  county  for  stealing 
and  for  stabbing  a  man  in  Hancock  county. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 

VS. 


( 


•  ( 

-Gear,  (Mormon)  ( 


In  jail  for  incest  and  rape  on  his  own  daughter. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  Illinois, ^ 

VS.  ^ 

William  Wood,  (Mormon)  ( 

Change  of  venue  from  Hancock  county  to  McDonough,  and 
sentenced  to  the  Penitentiary  for  two  years,  for  stealing 
horses. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  Illinois, ( 

VS.  ( 

_ _ Lindsay,  (Mormon)  ( 

Sent  to  the  Penitentiary  from  Adams  county  for  stealing 
a  saddle  from  B.F.  Marsh,  in  Hancock  county. 

’'These  cases  are  from  the  RECORDS  OF  Hancock,  McDonough 
and  Adams  counties;  and  if  these  truth- telling  Mormons,  Smith 
Law  and  Taylor,  wish  more  proof  I  refer  them  to  the  same  rec¬ 
ords.  When  liars,  black-hearted  liars,  are  so  barefaced  as 
to  challenge  the  r  ecords,  their  refuge  of  lies  shall  not 
cover  them. 

"Because  ye  had  said,  We  have  made  a  covenant  with  death 
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and  with  hell,  are  we  at  agreement:  when  the  overflowing 
scourge  shall  pass  through,  it  shall  not  come  unto  us:  for 
we  have  made  lies  our  refuge,  and  under  falsehood  have  we 
hid  oursdves." — Isaiah,  c.28,  v.  15. 

"And  your  covenant  with  death  shall  be  annulled,  and 
your  agreement  with  hell  shall  not  stand;  when  the  over¬ 
flowing  scourge  shall  pass  through,  then  ye  shall  be  trodden 
down  by  it." — Ibid.  28,18. 

"Now,  gentlemen,  what  do  you  think  of  the  RECORDS? 

These  are  the  pretended  men  of  God,  who  speak  as  they  are 
moved  by  the  Holy  GhostJil  Let  Satan  hide  his  head  for 
shame.  If  other  cities  cannot  compare  with  Nauvoo  in  regard 
to  "moral  principles",  they  can  undoubtedly  excel  in  moral 
practices  : — What  think  you,  Mr.  Editor?  Joe  Smith  himself 
is  a  great  drunkard;  and  most  profane  swearer,  and  the  "Hist 
ory  of  the  Saints"  will  show  it  up  in  fine  order. 

"I  would  here  ask  Joe  if  he  recollects,  of  certain  let¬ 
ters  written  by  himself  to  Mrs.  White,  from  Springfield, 
singed  "Old  White  Hat?"  If  he  does  not,  I  can  inform  him 
that  one  or  two  of  these  letters  are  on  hand.  I  have  Joe's 
letter  to  Miss  Rigdon,  which  will  come  out  in  the  history. 

"Let  me  her^inform  the  Masonic  Brethren,  that  in  Nauvoo 
Lodge,  U.D.,  sixty  three  persons  were  balloted  for  in  one 
ballot--and  three  entered,  three  passed,  and  four  raised,  in 
one  day,  and  the  records  made  to  appear  as  though  only  three 
were  raised  by  ante-dating  one.  Robinson,  Higbee  and  Henry 
Marks,  can  tell  about  this.  Mr.  Bowen,  of  Hannibal,  Mo.,  a 


high  Mason,  can  tell  them  (and  he  did  tell  the  Junior  Grand 
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Warden,  Mr,  Dilts,  of  Quincy,)  that  Mr,  Hollister  w  as  absent 
from  there  (Hannibal,  )  at  Nauvoo,  only  six  or  seven  days, 
during  which  time  he  presented  his  petition  and  w as  entered, 
passed,  andraised. 

"This  was  done  by  the  direction  of  George  Miller,  the 
Master,  by  JoeTs  directions,  and  was  effected  by  ante-dating 
and  interlining  the  Old  Record,  as  can  be  seen  by  examination 
Their  Dispensation  should  be  immediately  w ithdr awn,  and  a  char 
ter  refused,  and  Miller  and  Joe  expelled.  Miller,  that  beauti¬ 
ful  piece  of  perfection,  shall  be  shown  up  in  such  a  way  as 
will  make  Masons  tremble  at  their  credulity  in  relying  upon 
the  statements  of  this  Mormon  High  Priest;  and  HYRUM,  that 
holy  Patriarch,  must  have  a  few  choice  compliments  served  up 
for  his  special b  enefit  in  our  own  good  time, 

"It  may  not  be  unimportant  to  remark  that  CALVIN  A. 
WARREN,  Esq.,  Smith’s  attorney  in  bankruptcy,  admitted  in 
presence  of  Dr.  Marshall,  of  Carthage,  the  County  Clerk  of 
Hancock,  that  Joe’s  big  deed  was  made  out  at  the  time  I  have 
stated  in  my  last,  the  Saturday  preceding  the  Monday  on  which 
he  applied  for  the  benefit/  and  on  which  it  was  filed  for 
record.  In  what  light  will  this  place  the  Mormon  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  Ebenezer  Robinson,  in  ante-dating  an  official  act 
under  oath?  I  told  youb  efore,  however,  that  the  most  of  the 
Mormons  would  do  say,  and  swear  to  ANYTHING  that  Joe  Smith 
directed;  and  you  now  see  it.  Are  you  not  nov^sat  isf  ied  that 
most  of  them  (thro’  there  are  some  purely  honest  in  all  things 
who  are  kept  in  ignorance),  are  liars,  thieves,  robbers,  mur¬ 
derers,  and  every  thing  that  is  vile,  low  and  grovelling. 
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"On  the  5th  of  July,  the  City  Council  of  Nauvoo  passed 
a  Habeas  Corpus  act  to  take  Joe  Smith  from  under  the  Governor’s 
warrant  if  demanded  by  MissourilJJ  Congress  should  b  e  very 
careful  how  they  pass  any  act  repugnant  to  the  ordinances  of 
Nauvoo--as  that  Theocracy  might  exclude  them  from  the  celestial 
kingdom.  This  is  a  "pretty  kettle  of  fish",  for  Joe  Smith  to 
issue  a  Habeas  Corpus  to  take  himself  from  under  the  Executive 
writ J 1  and  that  too  for  the  darkest  deeds  known  to  the  hack 
catalogues  of  crimes, 

"There  are  about  two  hundred  Eanites  in  Nauvoo,  sworn  to 
regard  Joe  Smith  as  the  supreme  head  of  the  church,  and  to 
obey  him  "the  same  as  the  Supreme  God," 

"I  have  not  time  here  to  go  into  detail,  but  shall  give 
a  full  account  of  them  hereafter.  As  to  my  own  case,  I  shall 
not  attempt  to  r  efute  any  of  the  charges  preferred  against  me 
by  that  combination  of  wicked  men  and  devils,  until  I  ac¬ 
complish  the  work  before  me,  (nothing  shall  divert  me  from  my 
plans,  then  I  will  show  up  their  lies  inr  ather  an  unexpected 
way  to  them.  When  Missouri  secures  Joe,  I  shall  be  ready  to 
make  all  my  charges  good  against  him. 

Yours,  Respectfully, 

JOHN  C.  BENNETT," 

SANG  AMO  JOURNAL  Vol.  1(7,  No,  48,  P-.  2,  Whole  No.  568,  Spring- 
field,  Ill,  July  22,  1842,  S.  Francis  Editor, 


Disclosures--theattempted 
MURDER  OF  EOGGSJ 

"To  the  Editors  of  the  St.  Louis  Bulletin: 


"In  accordance  with  your  recuest  I  now  proceed  to  give  you 
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account  of  the  attempt  on  the  life  of  Ex-Governor  Boggs,  of 
Mis  souri . 

n Joseph  Smith,  the  Mormon  Prophet,  in  a  public  congrega¬ 
tion  in  Nauvoo,  last  season,  (1841),  prophecied  that  Lilburn 
Y/.  Boggs,  Ex-Governor  of  Missouri,  should  die  by  violent 
hands  within  a  year.  Mr.  C.S.  Hamilton,  of  Carthage,  Ill, 
stated  in  my  presence,  and  in  the  presence  of  several  other 
gentlemen,  at  the  tavern  house  of  Mr.  Robinson  in  Warsaw, 
Illinois,  on  Sunday,  the  10th  inst.,  that  he  was  present  and 
hear  d  this  prophecy;  I  was  likewise  present,  as  v»ere  many 
thousand  people,  and  heard  the  prediction.  The  faithful, 
however,  will  deny  this,  in  order  to  save  ’’THE  LORD’S  AN- 
NOINTED, ”  as  Joe  Smith  is  called,  from  merited  punishment. 

”ln  the  spring  of  1842,  Smith  offered  a  reward  of  five 
hundred  dollars  to  any  man  that  would  kill  Boggs.  I  heard 
the  offer  made  to  some  of  the  Danites,  and  told  Smith  that 
if  he  persisted  in  such  a  course,  it  would r esult  in  his 
ruin.  Mr.  Jonathan  Clark,  of  Hancock  County,  Illinois, 
stated  in  Carthage  on  the  6th  inst.,  in  the  presence  of  Dr. 
Thomas  L.  Barnes,  Jonas  Hobart,  myself  and  others,  that  Mr. 
Taylor,  an  English  emigrant  told  him  that  he  heard  Smith 
make  the  same  offer  and  that  he  (Taylor)  had,  in  consequence 
thereof  apostalized,  and  written  hour  to  his  friends  in 
Europe  detailing  the  horrible  facts. 

”Mr.  O.P.  Rockwell  left  Nauvoo  from  one  to  t  v/o  months 
prior  to  the  attempted  assassination  of  Gov.  Eoggs,  told 
Orson  Pratt,  and  wife  that  he  (Rockwell)  had  been  in  Boggs’ 


neighborhood,  in  Missouri,  and  had  had  the  honor  of  standing 
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on  the  corner  or  Temple  lot  In  Independence--and  returned  to 
Nauvoo  the  day  before  the  report  of  the  attempted  assassina¬ 
tion  reached  there-- said  he  came  down  the  Missouri  river  to 
the  Mississippi,  then  dov/n  to  St.  Louis,  then  up  to  Nauvoo, 

Et.  etc.  At  that  time  the  ’’Nauvoo  Wasp”  declared  ”lt  remains 
to  be  known  who  did  the  NOBLE  DEED.”  The  Waspw  as,  and  is 
yet,  edited  by  Wm.  Smith,  brother  to  the  Prophet. 

’’Some  weeks  after  Rockwell  left  Nauvoo  I  asked  Smith 
where  he  had  gone.  "Gone, "  said  he,  ’’Gone  to  fulfil  PROPHECY,” 
with  a  significant  nod,  giving  me  to  understand,  that  he  had 
gone  to  fulfil  his  predictions  in r elation  to  the  violent 
death  of  Boggs. 

”0n  the  evening  of  tte  29th  ultimo,  tv/elve  of  the  Danites, 
dressed  in  female  apparel,  approached  my  boarding  house 
(Gen.  Robinson’s,)  in  Nauvoo,  with  their  carriage  wheels  wrap¬ 
ped  v/ith  blankets  and  their  horses’  feet  covered  v^ith  cloths, 
to  prevent  noise,  about  10  o’clock'^  for  the  purpose  of  con¬ 
veying  me  off  and  a ssassinating  me,  and  thus  prevent  disclos¬ 
ures — but  I  was  so  admirably  prepared  with  arms,  as  v/  ere  also 
my  friends,  that  after  prov;ling  around  the  house  for  some 
time,  they  r etired. 

”  6n  Friday,  the  1st,,  I  v/ent  to  Carthage;  and  on  the 
5th  I  had  a  call  from  Mr.  O.P.  Rockwell,  the  result  of  which 
is  detailed  in  the  following  affidavits,  to  wit: 

State  of  Illinois,  Hai  cock  County,  S3. 

"Personally  appeared  before  me,  Samuel  Marshall,  a  justice 
of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  County,  John  C.  Bennett,  v/ho  be¬ 
ing  duly  sworn  according  to  law  deposeth  and  saith,  that  on 
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the  5th  of  July,  1942,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  in  Car¬ 
thage,  Mr.  O.P.  Rockv/ell  came  to  him  and  desired  a  private 
interview,  to  which  d eponent  replied  that  if  he  (  Rockwell) 
had  any  thing  to  say,  he  could  speak  it  out  before  the 
gentleman  present.  Rockwell  said  it w as  a  private  matter 
which  interested  them  only--deponent  then  v/ent  out  w  ith  him. 
Rockwell  said,  ’’Doctor  do  you  know  your  friends,--!  am  not 
your  enemy- -and  I  do  not  wish  you  to  make  use  of  my  name  in 
your  publications:”  deponent  replied  that  he  recognized  Joe 
Smith  and  all  his  friends,  as  his  personal  enemies:  to  which 
Rockwell  replied,  ”1  have  been  informed  by  Warner  and  Davis 
that  you  said  Smith  g ave  me  fifty  dollars  and  a  wagon  for 
shooting  Boggs,  and  I  can  and  will  whip  any  man  that  will 
tell  such  a  cursed  lie--did  you  say  so  or  not?  After  looking 
at  him  a  moment  deponent  said,  "3/never  said  so,  sir,  but  I 
did  say,  and  I  how  say  it  to  your  face,  that  you  left  Nauvoo 
about  two  months  before  the  attempted  assassination  of  Ex- 
Governor  Boggs,  of  Missouri,  and  returned  the  day  b efore  the 
report  of  the  assassination  reached  there;  and  that  tvio 
persons  in  Nauvoo  told  me  that  you  told  them  that  you  had  been 
over  the  upper  part  of  Missouri,  and  in  Boggs1  neighborhood;" 
--to  which  Rockwell  replied,  "Well,  I  w as  there;  and  if  I 
shot  Boggs  they  have  got  to  prove  it — I  never  done  an  act 
in  my  life  that  I  was  ashamed  of,  andl  do  not  fear  to  go  any 
where  that  I  have  ever  been,  for  I  have  done  nothing  criminal. 
Deponent  replied, "Certainly  they  have  got  to  prove  it  on  you 
if  you  did  shoot  him;  I  know  nothing  of  what  you  did,  as  I  was 
not  there,  I  only  know  the  circumstances,  and  from  them  I  draw 


. 
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my  c  Yin  inferences ,  and  the  public  will  their’ s--and  now  sir, 
if  either  you  or  Joe  Smith  think  you  can  intimadate  (sic)  me 
by  your  threats,  you  are  mistaken  in  your  man,  and  I  wish 
you  to  understand  distinctly  that  I  am  opposed  to  Joe  and 
his  holy  host--I  shall  tell  the  truth  fearlessly,  and  r  egard 
less  of  consem  ences."  Rock’, veil  r  eplied,  "if  you  say  that 
Joe  Smith  gave  me  fifty  dollars  and  a  wagon  to  shoot  Boggs, 

I  can  whip  you,  and  will  do  it  in  a  croY^d."  Deponent  then 
saith--  "why  are  you  harping  on  what  I  have  not  said,  I  have 
told  you  what  I  have  said  to  your  face  and  in  presence  of 
these  gentlemen,  and  you  have  acknowledged  the  truth  of  all 
I  have  said,  and  I  shall  say  it  again,  and  if  you  wish  to 
fight  I  am  r eady  for  you."  The  conversation  then  ceased  on 
that  subject.  Rockwell  told  deponent  that  he  had  been 
ordered  by  Smith  to  do  so;  but  deponent  said,  I  believe  that 
Joe  ordered  you  to  do  it — I  kno w  that  orders  were  sent  from 
him  to  the  Donites  for  that  purpose."  Rockwell  said  that 
Smith  had  never  given  him  any  such  orders,  neither  was  it 
his  intention;  and  further  the  d  eponent  saith  not. 

JOHN  C.  BENNETT. 

Sworn  to,  and  subscribed,  this  7th  day  of  July,  1842, 
before  me,  at  my  office  in  Carthage. 

(Seal)  SAMUEL  MARSHALL,  J.P. 

State  of  Illinois,  Hancock  County. --ss. 


Personally  appeared  before  me,  Samuel  Marshall,  a  justice  of 
the  Peace  in  and  for  the  said  county,  Clayton  Tweed,  who 
being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  saith.  That 
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on  the  5th  day  of  July,  1842,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Hamilton, 
in  Carthage,  Mr.  O.P.  Rockwell  came  up  to  Gen.  John  C.  Ben- 
bett,  and  said  to  him,  "I  wish  to  have  some  private  conversa¬ 
tion  with  you,  will  you  come  out  of  doors  with  me? "  To 
which  Bennett  replied,  "No,  sir,  if  you  have  anything  to  say 
to  me,  speak  out  before  these  gentlemen. "  Rockwell  then  ob¬ 
served,  "It  is  a  matter  which  interests  you  and  myself  alone, 
and  I  should  like  much  to  see  you  a  few  minutes  by  ourselves. 
They  then\vent  out,  and  were  some  time  in  conversation,  when 
loud  words  ensured,  and  deponent  came  up  much  agitated,  fear¬ 
ing  there  w ould  b e  a  fight,  and  heard  Bennett  say,  "I  now 
say  to  your  face  what  I  said  behind  you  back,  that  you  left 
Nauvoo  about t wo  months  before  the  attempted  assassination 
of  Ex-Gov.  Boggs,  of  Missouri,  and  returned  the  day\fcefore 
the  r  eport  of  his  assassination  reached  there,  and  that  two 
persons  in  Nauvoo  told  me  that  you  told  them  that  you  had 
been  over  to  the  upper  part  of  Missouri,  and  in  Boggs1 
neighborhood,"  to  which  Rockwell  replied,  "if  I  shot  Boggs 
they  have  got  to  prove  it."  Bennett  said  "certainly,  they 
have  got  to  prove  it  on  you,  if  you  did  shoot  him.  I  know 
nothing  of  what  you  did,  as  I  w  as  not  there.  I  only  know 
the  circumstances,  and  from  them  I  draw  my  inference  and  the 
public  will  theirs.  And  now,  sir,  if  either  you  or  Joe 
Smith  think  you  can  intimidate  me  by  your  threats,  you  are 
mistaken  in  your  man;  and  I  wish  you  to  understand  distinctly 
that  I  am  opposed  to  Joe  and  his  holy  host--I^hall  tell  the 
truth  fearlessly,  and  regardless  of  consequences."  Bennett 


further  remarked,  "why  are  you  harping  about  what  I  have  not 
said?  I  have  told  you  v; hat  I  have  said,  to  your  face,  and 
you  have  acknowledged  the  truth  of  it,  and  I  will  say  it 
again;  and  if  you  wish  to  fight  I  am  now  ready  to  go  for  you- 
you  will  never  have  a  better  time."  This,  conversation  then 
ceased,  and  the  parties  separated--and  further  this  deponent 
saith  not. 

CLAZTON  TWEED. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  7th  day  of  July,  1842 
at  my  office  in  Carthage. 

(Seal)  SAM  * L  MARSHALL,  J.P. 

State  of  Illinois,  Hancock  County,  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Samuel  Marshall  Justice 
of  the  Peace  in  and  for  said  County,  J0hn  H.  Lav/ton,  who  be¬ 
ing  duly  sworn  according  to  lav;,  deposeth  and  saith,  that 
on  the  5th  day  of  July,  1842,  he  came  up  to  where  Gen.  John 
C.  Bennett  and  O.P,  Rockwell  were  in  conversation,  at  the 
house  of  Mr.  Han  ilton  in  Carthage,  and  heard  Rockwell  say 
that  he  had  been  up  in  Boggs’  neighborhood  in  Missouri,  and 
that  if  they  had  shot  Boggs  they  had  to  prove  it;  and  then 
began  to  talk  of  whipping  Bennett,  whereupon  Bennett  replied 
MI  have  said  nothing  behind  your  back  but  what  I  now  said  to 
your  face,  and  if  you  v;ish  to  fight  now  I  am  now  ready  for 
you."  The  conversation  then  ceased  and  the  parties  separated 
and  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

JOHN  H.  LAWTON, 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed,  this  6th  d ay  of  July,  1842,  before 
me  at  my  office,  in  Carthage. 
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(Seal)  •  SAMUEL  MARSHALL,  J.P. 

State  of  Illinois,  Hancock  County, ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Samuel  Marshall,  a  justic 
of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  Jonas  Hobart,  who  being 
duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposeth\a  nd  saith.  That  on  the 
5th  day  of  July,  1942,  at  the  tavern  house  of  Mr.  Hamilton, 
in  Carthage,  he  came  up  to  v/here  Gen.  John  C.  Bennett  and  Mr 
O.P.  Rockwell  wvere  in  angry  conversation,  when  he  heard 
Rockwell  say,  that  if  any  man  said  that  Joe  Smith  hired  him 
to  shoot  Boggs,  he  state  what  was  false.  There  was  then 
some  warm  talk  about  fighting,  and  Bennett  said,  "I  tell  you 
sir,  to  your  face  what  I  have  said  behind  your  back,  and  if 
you  are  for  fight  now  is  as  good  a  time  as  you  will  have.n 
Rockwell  said  he  had  been  up  into  Boggs’  neighborhood,  in 
Missouri;  and  said  he  "if  I  shot  Boggs  they  have  got  to 
prove  it;”  Bennett  said  "Certainly  they  have.  I  do  not 
know  what  you  did,  I  only  know  the  circumstances- -I  have  told 
then,  and  I  have  now  told  them  to  your  face,  and  you  have 
acknowledged  them--and  I  shall  tell  then  again  fearless  of 
conseqj ences, " — and  further  deponent s aith  not. 

JONAS  HOBART 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  this  9th  day  of  July,  1842,  before  me 
at  my  office  in  Carthage. 

(Seal)  SAMUEL  MARSHAL  L,  J.P. 

"I  would  say  further,  that,  before  Rockwell  left  Nauvoo 
he  was  abjectly  poor.  Since  his  return,  he  has  le  ft  his 
family  in  the  lower  part  of  the  city--taken  up  his  residence 
at  the  tavern  of  Capt.  Amos  Davis--has  an  elegant  carriage  at 


. 
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his  disposal  and  his  pockets  filled  with  gold.  Capt,  Davis 
can,  and  will,  if  called  upon,  tell  more  about  his  former 
poverty,  and  present  apparent  affluence,  at  all  events  so 
far  as  GOLD  is  concerned.  This  is  said  to  b e  the  same  car¬ 
riage  and  horses  that  were  muffled  on  the  evening  of  the  29th 
of  June . 

"If  Smith  is  demanded,  I  will  show  by  Col.  F.M.  Higbee 
and  others,  that  he  murdered  a  certain  prisoner  in  Missouri. 

"These  are  some  of  the  f  acts  of  this  outrage  upon  civi¬ 
lized  socity.  Now  let  the  demand  be  made,  and  the  truth 
shall  appear.  As  Smith  w as  an  accessory  before  the f  act  in 
this  case,  he  should  be  demanded  on  the  old  indictments  for 
murder,  treason,  burglary,  and  arson  and  secured-- then  the 
facts  shall  appear  in  this  case.  Rockwell  can  be  demanded  on 
affidavit.  I  expect  Higbee  on  Tuesday  next,  if  Smith  does 
not  have  him  murdered  to  prevent  his  developments. 

"I  amaware  that  Smith  nows  eeks  my  life,  and  is  forti¬ 
fying  his  Mormon  witnesses  by  r  evelation;  but  if  the  demandis 
made  as  I  have  suggested,  no  earthly  force  can  s ave  him. 

JOHN  C.  BENNETT.” 

SANGAMO  JOURNAL  Vol.  10,  No.  48,  P.  2  Whole  No.  568,  Spring- 
field,  Ill.  July  2 2y  1842.  S.  Francis,  Editor. 

d\  *\  n  «»  «%  A  m 

"MISS  BROTBERTON’S  STATEMENT'.’ 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO.,  July  13,  1842. 

"  Gen.  John  C.  Bmnett, 

Dear  Sir:--I  left  Warsaw  a  short  time  since  for  this  city, 
and  having  been  called  upon  by  you  through  the  "Sangamo  Journ- 
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al,"  to  cone  out  and  disclose  to  the  world  the  facts  of  the 
case  in  relation  to  certain  propositions  made  to  me  at 
Naivoo,  by  some  of  the  Mormon  leaders,  I  now  proceed  to  re¬ 
spond  to  the  call,  and  discharge  what  I  consider  to  be  a 
duty  devolving  upon  me  as  an  innocent  but  insulted  and  ab¬ 
used  female.  I  had  been  at  Nauvoo  near  three  weeks,  during 
which  time  my  father's  family  received\frequent  visits  from 
elders  Brigham  Young  and  Heber  C.  Kimball,  two  of  the  Mormon 
apostles,  w  hen  early  one  morning  they  both  came  to  my 
brother-in-law's  (John  Mellwrick's)  house,  at  which  place  I 
then  was  on  a  visit,  and  particularly  reqiested  me  to  go  and 
spend  one  day  with  them--the  day  being  fine  I  accordingly 
went.  When  I  arrived  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  Young  and 
Kimball  w ere  standing  conversing  together.  They  both  came 
to  me,  and,  after  several  flattering  compliments,  Kimball 
wished  to  go  to  his  house  first.  I  said  it  was  immaterial  to 
me,  and  accordingly w  ent.  W e  had  not  however,  gone  many 
steps  v/ hen  Young  suddenly  stopped  and  said  he  would  go  to 
that  brother's  (pointing  to  a  little  log  hut  a  few  yards  dis¬ 
tant)  and  tell  him  that  you  (speaking  to  Kimball)  and  brother 
Glover  or  Grover,  (I  do  not  remember  which)  will  value  his 
land.  When  he  had  gone,  Kimball  turned  to  me  and  said,  ’’Mar¬ 
tha,  I  want  you  to  say  to  my  wife,  when  you  go  to  my  house, 
that  you  want  to  buy  some  things  at  Joseph's  store.  (Joseph 
Smith's)  and  I  will  say  I  am  going  with  you  to  shov;  you  the 
way.  You  know  you  want  to  see  the  prophet,  and  you  will 
then  have  an  opportunity."  I  made  no  reply.  Young  again 
made  his  appearance,  and  the  subject  w as  dropped.  We  soon 
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reached  Kimball's  house,  where  Young  took  his  leave  saying, 

,rI  shall  see  you  again,  Martha.”  I  remained  at  Kimball's  near 
an  hour,  when  Kimball  seeing  that  I  would  not  tell  the  lies 
he  wished  me  to  told  them  to  his  wife  himself.  He  then  went 
and  whispered  in  her  ear,  and  asked  if  that  would  please  her. 
nYes,”  said  she,  "or  I  can  go  along  mth  you  and  Martha.” 

"No”,  said  he,  "I  have  some  business  to  do,  and  I  will  call 
for  you  afterwards  to  go  w  ith  me  to  the  debate,”  meaning  the 
debate  between  yourself  and  Joseph.  To  this  she  consented. 

So  Kimball  and  I  went  to  the  store  together.  As  we  were  go¬ 
ing  along,  he  said,  "Sister  Martha,  are  you  y; tiling  to  do  all 
that  the  Prophet  requires  you  to  do?”  I  said  I  believed  I 
was,  thinking  of  course  that  he  would  require  nothing  wrong. 
"Then,"  said  he,  "are  you  ready  to  take  counsel?”  I  ansvier- 
ed  in  the  affirmative,  thinking  of  the  great  and  glorious 
blessings  that  had  been  pronounced  upon  my  head,  if  I  adher¬ 
ed  to  the  counsel  of  those  placed  over  me  in  the  Lord.  "Well, 
said  he,  "There  are  many  things  reveaLed  in  these  last  days 
days  that  the  world  would  laugh  and  scoff  at,  but  unto  us 
is  given  t o  know  the  mysteries  of  the  kingdom."  He  further 
observed,  "Martha,  you  must  learn  to  hold  your  tongue,  and 
it  will  be  well  with  you. --You  will  see  Joseph,  and  very  like¬ 
ly  have  some  conversation  with  him,  and  he  will  tell  you 
what  you  shall  do."  When  we  reached  the  building  he  3s  d  up 
stairs  to  a  small  room  the  door  of  which  was  locked,  and  on 
it  the  following  inscription — "Positively  no  admittance." 

He  observed,  "Ah!  brother  Joseph  must  be  sick,  for  strange 
to  say  he  is  not  here.  Come  down  into  the  tithing  office. 


Martha."  He  then  left  me  in  the  tithing  office  and  v;  ent 
out,  I  know  not  where.  In  this  office  were  two  men  writing, 
one  of  whom,  William  Clayton,  I  had  seen  in  England;  the 
other  I  did  not  know.  Young  came  in  and  seated  himself  be¬ 
fore  me  and  asked  where  Kimball  w  as.  I  said  he  had  gone 
out.  He  said  it  w as  all  right.  Soon  after  Joseph  came  in 
and  spoke  to  one  of  the  clerks,  and  then  went  up  stairs  fol¬ 
lowed  by  Young.  Immediately  after  Kimball  came  in.  "Now, 
Martha,"  said  he,  "the  Prophet  has  come,  come  up  stairs." 

"I  went  and  I  found  Young  and  the  prophet  alone,  I 
was  introduced  to  the  prophet  by  Young.  Joseph  offered  me 
his  seat,  and,  to  my  astonishment,  the  moment  I  was  seated 
Joseph  and  Kimball  v;alked  out  of  the  room  aid  left  me  with 
Young,  v/ho  arose,  locked  the  door,  closed  the  window,  and 
drew  the  curtain.  He  then  came  and  sat  before  me  and  said, 
"This  is  our  private  room,  Martha. "--"Indeed,  sir,"  said  I, 
"I  must  be  highly  honored  to  be  permitted  to  enter  it."  He 
smiled  and  then  proceeded,  "sister  Martha,  I  want  to  ask  you 
a  few  questions;  will  you  an  swer  them?"  "Yes,  sir,  said  I. 
"And  will  you  promise  not  to  mention  them  to  any  one?"  "If 
it  is  your  desire,  sir,"  said  I,  "I  will  not."  "And  you 
will  not  think  any  the  worse  of  me  for  it,  will  you,  Martha? 
said  he. --"No  sir,"  I  replied.  "Well,"  said  he,  "what  are 
your  feelings  tov;ards  me?"  I  replied  "My  feelings  are  just 
the  same  towards  you  that  they  ever  were,  sir."  "But  to 
come  to  the  point  more  closely,"  said  he,  "have  you  not  an 
affection  for  me,  that,  were  it  lawful  and  right,  you  could 
accept  of  me  for  your  husband  and  companion. " 
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"My  f eelings  at  that  moment  -were  indescribable.  God 
only  knows  them.  What  thought  I,  are  these  men  that  though 
almost  perfection  itself,  deceivers ,  and  is  all  my  fancied 
happiness  but  a  dream?  * Twas  even  so;  but  my  next  thought 
was w  hie h  is  the  best  way  for  me  to  act  this  time;  if  I  say 
no,  they  may  djD  as  they  think  proper;  and  to  say  yes ,  I  never 
would.  So  I  considered  it  best  to  e^sk  for  time  to  think  and 
pray  about  it.  I  therefore  said,  "If  it  was  lawful  and 
right,  perhaps  I  might;  but  you  know  sir,  it  is  not."  "Well, 
but,"  said  he,  "brother  Joseph  has  a  revelation  from  God 
that  it  is  lawful  and  right  for  a  man  to  have  two  wives;  for 
as  it  w as  in  the  days  of  Abraham,  so  it  shall  be  in  these 
last  days,  and  whoever  is  the  first  that  is  willing  to  t  ake 
up  the  cross  will  receive  the  greatest  blessings;  and  if 
you  will  accept  of  me  I  will  take  you  straight  to  the  ce¬ 
lestial  kingdom ;\and  if  you  will  have  me  in  this  world,  I  will 
have  you  in  that  which  is  to  come,  and  brother  Joseph  will 
marry  us  here  today,  and  you  can  go  home  this  evening  and 
your  parents  will  not  know  any  thing  about  it."  "Sir,"  said 
I,  "I  should  not  like  to  do  any  thing  of  the  kind  without  the 
permission  of  my  parents."  "Well,  but,  "  said  he,  "that  does 
not  make  any  difference.  You  will  be  of  age  before  they  know, 
and  you  need  not  fear.  If  you  will  take  my  counsel  it  will 
be  w  ell\w  ith  you,  for  I  know  it  to  be  right  before  God  and 
there  is  no  sin  in  it,  I  will  answer  for  it.  But  brother 
Joseph  wishes  to  have  some  talk  with  you  on  the  subject-- 
y/ill  you  hear  him?"  "I  do  not  mind,"  said  I.  "Well,  but  I 
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want  you  to  says  omething,"  said  he.  "I  want  time  to  think 
about  it, "  said  I.  "Well,”  said  he,  "I  will  have  a  kiss  any 
how,"  and  then  rose  and  said  he  would  bring  Joseph. 

"He  then  unlocked  the  door,  and  took  the  key  and  locked 
me  up  alone.  He  was  absent  about  ten  minutes  and  then  re¬ 
turned  with  Joseph,  "Well,"  said  Young,  "sister  Martha  would 
be  willing  if  she  knew  it  was  lawful  and  right  before  God." 
"Well  Martha,"  said  Joseph,  "It  is  lawful  and  right  before 
God--I  know  it  is.  Look  here,  sister,  don’t  you  believe  in 
me?"  I  did  not  answer.  "Well,  Martha,"  said  Joseph,  "just 
go-ahead  and  do  as  Brigham  wants  you  to  do--he  is  the  bvest 
man-'  in  the  world  except  me."  "Ohj"  said  Brigham,  "then 
you  are  as  good."  "Yes,"  said  Joseph.  "Well,"  said  Young, 

"we  believe  Joseph  to  be  a  prophet  --I  have  known  him  near 
eight  years,  and  always  found  him  the  same."  "Yes,"  said 
Joseph,  "and  I  know  it  is  lawful  and  right  before  God,  and 
if  there  is  any  sin  in  it,  I  will  aiswer  for  it  before  God; 
and  I  have  the  keys  of  the  Kingdom,  and  whatever  I  bind  on 
earth  is  bound  in  Heaven,  and  whatever  I  loose  on  earth  is 
loosed  in  Heaven--and  if  you  will  accept  of  Brigham,  you 
shall  b e  blessed--God  shall  bless  you,  and  my  blessing  shall 
rest  upon  you,  and  if  you  will  be  led  by  him  you  w ill  do 
well;  for  I  know  Brigham  will  take  care  of  you,  and  if  he 
don’t  do  his  duty  to  you,  come  to  me  and  I  will  make  him — 
and  if  you  do  not  like  it  in  a  month  or  two,  come  to  me 
and  I  will  make  you  free  again;  and  if  he  turns  you  off  I  w ill 
take  you  on,"  "Sir,"  said  I  rather  warmly,  "It  w ill  be  too 
late  to  think  in  a  month  or  two  after.  I  want  to  think  first." 
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"Well,  but,”  said  he,  "the  old  proverb  is  "nothing  ventured, 
nothing  gained,"  and  it  w^ould  be  the  greatest  blessing  that 
ever  will  be  b  estowed  upon  you.  "Yes,"  said  Young,  "and 
you  will  never  have  reason  to  repent  it — that  is,  if  I  do  not 
turn  from  righteousness,  and  that  I  trust  I  never  shall,  for 
I  believe  in  God  w ho  has  kept  me  so  long  will  continue  to 
keep  me  faithful.  Did  you  ever  see  me  act  in  any  y/ay  wrong 
in  England,  Martha?"  "No,  sir,"  said  I.  "No,"  said  he, 
"neither  can  any  one  else  lay  any  thing  to  my  charge." 

"Well,  then,"  said  Joseph,  what  you  are  afraid  of  as- 
come  let  me  then  do  the  business  for  you."  "Sir,"  said  I, 

"do  let  me  have  a  little  time  to  think  about  it,  and  I  will 
promise  not  to  mention  it  to  any  one."  Well,  but  look 
here,"  said  he,  "you  know  a  fellow  will  never  be  damned  for 
doing  the  best  he  knows  how."  "Well  then,"  said  I,  "the 
best  way  I  know  of  is  to  go  home  and  think  and  pray  avb out 
it."  "Well,"  said  Young,  "I  shall  leave  it  with  brother 
Joseph,  whether  it  would  be  best  for  you  to  have  time  or 
not."  "Well,"  said  Joseph,  "I  see  no  harm  in  her  having  time 
to  think  she  will  not  fall  into t emptation.  "0  sir,"  said  I, 
there  is  no\f  ear  of  my  falling  into  temptation. "  "Well,  but," 
said  Brigham,  "you  (about  three  words  torn  out)  me  you  will 
never  mention  it  to  any  one."  "  I  do  promise  it,"  said  I. 
"Well,"  said  Joseph,  "you  must  promise  me  the  same."  I  prom¬ 
ise  it,"  said  I.  "Well,"  said  Joseph,  "you  must  promise  upon 
your  honor  you  will  not  tell."  "No  sir,  I  will  lose  my  life 
first,"  said  I.  "Well,  that  will  do,"  said  he,  "That  is  the 
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principle  we  go  upon."  "I  think  I  can  trust  you  Martha," 
said  he.  "Yes,"  said  I,  "I  think  you  ought."  Joseph  said, 
"she  looks  as  if  she  could  keep  a  secret." 

I  then  rose  to  go  when  Joseph  commenced  to  b e  of  me 
again--he  said  it  was  the  last  opportunity  they  might  have 
for  months,  for  the  room  was  of ten  e ngaged.  I,  however, 
had  d  e termined  what  to  do--"V/ell,"  said  Young,  "I  will  see 
you  tomorrow.  I  am  going  to  preach  at  the  school  house,  op¬ 
posite  your  house.  I  have  never  preached  there  yet;  you 
will  be  there  I  suppose."  "Yes,"  said  I.  The  next  day,  be¬ 
ing  Sunday,  I  sat  down,  instead  of  going  to  meeting,  and 
wrote  the  conversation  and  gave  it  to  my  sister,  who  was  not 
a  little  surprised,  but  she  said  it  w ould  be  best  to  go  to 
meeting  in  the  afternoon.  After  it  wvas  over,  I  was  passing 
out  and  Young  stopped  me,  saying,  "V/ait  Martha--I  am  coming. 
I  said  "I  cannot--my  sister  is  waiting  for  me."  He  then 
threw  his  coat  over  his  shoulders  and  followed  me  out  and 
whispered,  "have  you  made  up  your  mind,  Martha?"  "Not  exact 
ly,  sir,"  said  I,  and  we  parted.  I  shall  proceed  to  a  jus¬ 
tice  of  the  peace  and  make  oath  to  the  truth  of  these  state¬ 
ments,  and  you  are  at  liberty  to  make  v/hat  use  of  them  you 
may  think  bjsst. 

Yours  respectfully, 
MARTHA  H.  BROTHERTON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  13th  day  of  July, 
A.D.  1842. 
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Justice  of  the  Peace  for  St.  Louis  county. M 
SANGAMO  JOURNAL.  Vol.  10-No.  48-P.  2-Y/hole  No.  568,  Spring- 
field,  Ill.  July  22,  1842.  S.  Francis. 

”  LETTERS  FROM  GEN.  BENNETT ” 

5TH  LETTER  FROM  GEN.  BENNETT. 

’'Letter  to  the  Louisville  Journal  --the  Mormon  Church 
’’obey  Joe  Smith  as  the  Supreme  God”--if  a  civil  officer  of¬ 
fends  him,  he  must  die-- Joe’s  will  the  moral  law-- Joe  designs 
to  abrogate  human  law  and  establish  his  own  will  as  law- 
under  the  new  lav;  all  the  property  of  members  of  the  Church, 
their  wives  and  little  ones,  consecrated  to  Joe’s  use. 

STEAMER  IMPORTER,  July  23,  A.D. 

1842. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Louisville  Journal. 

”As  I  promised  to  lay  before  you  some  of  the  strong  points 
of  objection  to  ’’the  gathering  of  the  saints,”  or  the  con¬ 
gregating  of  the  Mormons  at  one  point  or  general  headquarters, 

I  now  proceed  to  redeem  the  pledge. 

’’1st.  Nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  thousandths  of  all 
the  faithful  of  the  Mormon  church  r egard  Joe  Smith  as  God’s 
viceregent  on  earth,  and  obey  him  accordingly;  and  all  the 
Danites  of  that  church  (and  by-the-bye,  they  compose  no  very 
inconsiderable  proportion  of  their  mighty  hosts )  are  sy/orn  to 
receive  him  as  the  supreme  head  of  the  church,  and  to  obey 
him  as  the  supreme  God.  If,  therefore,  any  State  officer,  in 
the  administration  of  the  public  justice,  happens  to  give  of- 


fence  to  his  Holiness  the  Prophet,  it  becomes  the  will  of  God 
as  spoken  by  the  mouth  of  his  prophet,  that  the  functionary 
should  DIE;  and  his  followers,  the  faithful  saints,  immedi¬ 
ately  set  about  the  work  of  assassination,  in  obedience,  as 
they  suppose,  to  their  Divine  Master;  and,  for  which  noble 
deed,  they  e xpect  to  receive  an  excellent  and  superior  glory 
in  the  c&estial  kingdom! J  It  does  not  require  Argus  eyes  to 
see  the  incalculable  mischief  growing  out  of  such  a  state  of 
society;  and  an  intelligent  community  must  look  on  with  aw¬ 
ful  foreboding  and  fearful  anticipations,  where  such  a  state 
of  things  is  suffered.  Great  God]  only  look  at  the  horrible 
picturel  The  lives  of  thousands  of  human  beings  depending 
upon  the  whim  or  caprice  of  the  most  corrupt,  heaven-daring, 
and  black  hearted  impostor  that  ever  disgraced  the  earth. 

The  whole  community  are  in  the  most  imminent  danger,  from 
the  common  citizen  to  the  highest  public  functionary,  un¬ 
less  they  chain  their  fate  to  the  care  of  Mormon  despotism. 

"2nd.  Where  a  large  community,  like  the  Mormons,  are 
under  the  absolute  dictation  of  fascillating  and  capricious 
tyrant  like  Joe  Smith,  who  acts  not  under  the  influence  of 
reason,  but  is  wholly  governed  by  impulses  and  selfish 
motives,  political  demagogues  will  become  fawning  sycophants, 
and  the  best  interests  of  the  country  will  be  sacrificed,  to 
the  ambitious  views  of  an  ancient  or  modern  prophet-- a  Mahom¬ 
et,  or  a  Smith]  This  state  of  things  if  fraught  with  the 
most  fearful  consequences;  the  subversion  of  government;  the 
fall  of  kingdoms  and  empires;  the  destruction  of  nations,  by 


the  shedding  of  rivers  of  blood;  and,  where  consequences 
of  a  less  serious  nature  accrue,  it  destroys  natural  affect¬ 
ion,  hardens  the  heart  against  the b etter  feelings  of  our 
nature,  and  produces  a  state  of  savage  barbarity,  which  caus¬ 
es  a  civilized  man  to  shudder,  and  from  which  he  turns  with 
loathsome  disgust. 

,f3d.  The  standard  of  morality  and  Christian  excellence 
with  them  is  quite  unstable.  Joe  Smith  has  but  to  speak  the 
word,  and  it  becomes  the  law  which  they  delight  to  obey--be- 
cause  it  comes  from  God  Acts  therefore,  which  but  yesterday 
were  considered  the  most  immoral,  wicked  and  devilish,  to¬ 
day  are  the  most  moral,  righteous  and  God-like,  because  God, 
who  makes  right  has  so  declared  it  by  the  mouth  of  his  an- 
nointed  Prophet! 

r,4th.  Joe  Smith  designs  to  abolish  all  human  laws,  and 
establish  a  Theocracy  in  v/hich  the  wo  rd  of  God,  as  spoken  by 
his  (Joe’s)  mouth,  shall  be  the  only  law;  and  he  now  orders 
that  his  followers  shall  only  obey  such  human  laws  as  they 
are  compelled  tc\do,  and  declares  that  the  time  is  at  hand 
when  all  human  institutions  shall  be  abrogated!  Joe’s  will 
is  to  become  the  lav/  of  right,  and  his  power  is  to  execute 
it. 

,f5th.  Under  the  new  order  of  things,  all  the  property 
of  the  saints,  with  their  v/ives  and  little  ones,  are  to  be 
consecrated  to  Joe,  to  subserve  his  purposes  and  gratify  his 
passions!  These  are  only  some  of  the  r easons  which  I  shall 
hereafter,  when  time  permits,  consider  more  in  detail;  and 
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in  the  meantime,  I  should  like  your  opinion  on  a  matter  of 
so  much  importance  to  all  of  our  fellow-citizens. 

’’With  high  consideration  of  respect  and  esteem,  suf¬ 
fer  me  to  subscribe  myself  yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  C.  BENNETT.” 

SANG  AMO  JOURNAL  Vol.  10,  No.  52,  7/hole  No.  572,  P.  2,  Spr  in¬ 
field,  Illinois,  August  19,  1842.  S.  Francis,  Editor. 


6th  LETTER  FROM  GEN.  BENNETT. 

JOE  SMITE’S  IETTER  TO  MISS  RIGDON,  in  defence  of  the  spiritu- 
al  wife  doctrine--  in  which  he  goes  into  a  long  argument  to 
show  that  things  which  are  forbidden  by  human,  and  divine  lav/s 
may  be  rendered  lawful  by  Mr e vela t ion”- -that  things  which 
might  be  considered  ABOMINABLE  to  all  Who  do  not  understand 
the  orders  of  Heaven  only  in  part,  ARE  RIGHT  because  God 
gave  and  sanctioned  them  by  special  revelation.  Such  is  the 
whole  tenor  of  the  letter.  (Wonder  Sydney  Rigdon,  the  father 
of  the  young  lady  on  whom  the  base  attempt  was  made  has  not 
had  the  scoundrel  indicted  and  punished  for  his  base  attempt 
at  seduction,  and  blasphertously  bringing  the  name  and  per¬ 
fections  of  Almighty  God  as  authority  for  the  purpose  of  ac¬ 
complishing  his  hellish  purposes. ) 

ERIE  CANAL,  Boat  Nassau, 
August  5,  1842. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Journal: 

”As  I  have  a  little  time  to  appropriate,  I  proceed  to 


transcribe  and  forward  you  an  e xact  copy  of  Joe  Smith’s  let¬ 
ter  to  Miss  Nancy  Rigdon  per  William  Richards,  one  of  the 
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Holy  Mormon  Apostles,  alluded  to  in  one  of  my  former  communi¬ 
cations,  and  v;hich  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"Happiness  is  the  object  and  design  of  our  existence,  and 
will  be  the  end  thereof  if  we  pursue  the  path  that  leads  to  it; 
and  this  path  is  virtue,  uprightness,  faithfulness,  holiness, 
and  keeping  ALL  the  commandments  of  God.  But  we  cannot  keep 
all  the  commandments  without  first  knowing  them,  end w e  can¬ 
not  expect  to  know  all,  or  more  than  we  now  know,  unless  vie 
comply  with  or  keep  those  we  have  already  received.  That 
which  is  wrong  under  one  circumstance  may  be  and  often  is, 
right  under  another.  God  said  thou  shalt  not  kill, --at 
another  time  he  said  thou  shalt  utterly  destro:/-.  This  is  the 
principle  on  which  the  government  of  heaven  is  conducted — 
by  revelation  adapted  to  the  circumstances  in w  hich  the 
children  of  the  kingdom  are  placed.  Whatever  God  requires 
is  right,  NO  MATTER  WHAT  IT  IS,  although  we  may  not  see  the 
reason  thereof  til  long  after  the  events  transpire.  If  we 
seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God,  all  good  things,  will  be  ad¬ 
ded.  So  with  Solomon--f irst  he  asked  wisdom,  and  God  gave 
it  him,  and  with  it  every  DESIRE  of  his  heart,  even  t hings 
which  might  be  considered  abominable  to  all  who  do  not 
understand  the  order  of  heaven  only  in  part  but  which,  in 
reality,  were  right,  b  ecause  God  gave  and  sactioned  by  speci¬ 
al  revelation.  A  parent  may  whip  a  child,  and  justly  too, 
because  he  stole  an  apple,  whereas  the  child  had  a sked  for 
the  apple,  and  the  parent  had  given  it,  the  child  would  have 
eaten  it  with  a  better  appetite,  there  would  have  been  no 
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stripes--all  the  pleasures  of  the  apple  would  have  been  re¬ 
ceived,  all  the  misery  of  stealing  lost.  This  principle  w ill 
justly  apply  to  all  of  God’s  dealings  with  his  children. 

Every  thing  that  God  gives  us  is  lawful  and  right,  and  ’tis 
proper  that  we  should  enjoy  his  gifts  and  blessings  v/he never 
and  wherever  he  is  disposed  to  bestow;  but  if  we  should  seize 
upon  these  same  blessings  and  enjoyments  without  law,  with¬ 
out  revelation,  without  commandment  those  blessings  and  en¬ 
joyments  would  prove  cursings  and  vexations  in  the  end,  and 
we  should  have  to  lie  down  in  sorrow  and  wailings  of  ever¬ 
lasting  regret.  But  in  obedience  there  is  joy  and  peace  un~ 
spoted,  unalloyed,  and  as  God  has  designed  our  happiness, 
the  happiness  of  all  his  creatures,  he  never  has,  he  never 
will  institute  an  ordinance,  or  give  a  commandment  to  his 
people  that  is  not  calculated  in  its  nature  to  promote  that 
happiness  w hich  he  has  designed,  and  which w  ill  not e nd  in 
the  greatest  amount  of  good  and  glory  to  those  who  become 
the  recipients  of  his  laws  and  ordinances.  Blessings  offer¬ 
ed,  but  rejected,  are  no  longer  blessings,  but  become  like 
the  talent  hid  in  the  earth  by  the  wicked  and  slothful 
servant--the  proffered  good  returns  to  the  giver,  the  bless¬ 
ing  is  bestowed  on  those  who  will  receive ,  and  occupy;  for 
unto  him  that  hath  shall  be  given,  and  he  shall  have  abund¬ 
antly;  but  unto  him  that  hath  not,  or  will  not  r  eceive  shall 
be  takenviway  that  which  he  hath,  or  might  have  had. 

"Be  wise  TO-DAY,  ’tis  MADNESS  to  defer. 

Next  day  the  fatal  precedent  may  plead; 

Thus  on  till  wisdom  is  pushed  out  of  time." 

Into  eternity.  Our  heavenly  father  is  more  liberal  in  his 


views,  and  boundless  in  his  mercies  and  blessings,  than  we 
are  ready  to  believe  or  receive,  and  at  the  same  time  is 
more  terrible  to  the  workers  of  iniquity,  more  awful  in  his 
executions  of  his  punishments,  more  ready  to  detect  every 
false,  way  than  w  e  are  apt  to  suppose  him  to  be.  He  will 
be  enquired  of  by  his  children — he  says  ask  and  ye  SHALL 
RECEIVE,  seek  and  ye  SHALL  find,  but  if  ye  will  take  that 
which  is  your  own,  or  which  I  have  not  given  you,  you 
shall  b  e  rewarded  according  to  your  deeds,  but  not  one  good 

thing  will  I  withhold  from  t hem  who  walk  uprightly  before 

\ 

0 

me,  and  do  my  will  in  all  things,  who  will  listen  to  my 
voice,  and  TO  THE  VOICE  OP  MY  SERVANT  WHOM  I  HAVE  SENT,  for 
I  delight  in  those  who  seek  diligently  to  know  my  precepts, 
and  abide  by  the  laws  of  my  kingdom,  for  all  things  shall 
be  made  known  unto  them  in  mine  own  due  time,  and  in  the 
end  they  shall  have  joy." 

i 

"Thus  reads  the  Prophet  Joe’s  love  letter  to  Miss  Rig- 
don.  To  understand  it  I  refer  you  to  the  spiritual  wife 
doctrine  here  alluded  to,  and  to  Miss  Brotherton’s  letter* 
You  will  see  that  ALL  things  that  God  gives  and  sanctions 
by  special  revelation  THROUGH  THE  HOLY  JOE,  is  LAWFUL  AND 
RIGHT.  Joe  knows  it  to b  e  so b ecause  God  TOLD  HIM  soil! 

I  told  you  before  that  the  great  Solomon  was  a  novice  in 
these  matters  when  compared  to  Joe.  Peruse  the  latter 
carefully,  examine  all  its  bearings  and  allusions,  and  com¬ 
pare  it  with  the  famer  disclosures,  and  you  w ill  see  that 
it  is  pregnant  with  the  "spiritual  doctrine"  taught  by  Joe 


to  his  cloistered,  chambered,  and  cyprian  maids  and  maidens, 
in  his  female  LODGE  of  Mormon  Inquisition,  My  last  letter 
to  the  editors  of  the  Louisville  Journal  will  explain  this 
in  part,  and  the  "History  of  the  Saints"  in  full. 

Yours,  Respectfully, 

JOHN  C.  BENNETT." 

SAN  GAM 0  JOURNAL  Vol.  10,  No.  5  2,  Whole  No.  572,  P.  3.  Spring- 
field,  Illinois,  August  19,  1842.  S.  Francis,  Editor. 
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"JOE  SMITH'S  MORALITY" 

"What  Joe ' s  morality  amounts  to,  can  be  learned  from 
his  3e  tter  to  Miss  RIGDON  which  w ill b  e  found  in  the  6th 
communication  of  GEN  BENNETT,  in  this  paper.  Joe  Smith,  in 
the  letter  a lluded  to,  undertakes  to  sustain  by  the  Script¬ 
ures,  by  reason,  by  argument,  and  GOD'S  REVELATION  T 0  HIM¬ 
SELF,  the  lawfulness  of  his  "spiritual  wife  doctrine."  The 
argument  is  very  spacious,  and  had  it  been  a ddressed  to  a 
young  3a  dy  of  only  ordinary  a ttainments,  a  believer  in  Joe's 
divine  mission,  it  is  not  improbable  it  might  have  accomplish¬ 
ed  the.  object  designed  by  Smith,  But  happily  for  Miss  RIGDON 
she  was  too  well  informed,  possessed  too  much  moral  firmness, 
andy/as  too  deeply  imbued  with  the  true  religion  of  the  Bible 
tobve  overcome  by  Smith's  hellish  schemes.  She  resisted  them 
and  unquestionably  f rom  this  cause  arose  all  those  slanders 
against  her  father  that  have  for  sometime  been  in  the  mouths 
of  Joe's  followers  here. 

To  a  young  lady  of  Miss  Rigdon's  sensibility,  the  publi- 


. 
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cations  made,  inpwhich  her  name  has  been  introduced,  must  have 
given  her  pain.  V,e  should  have  been  glad  if  we  could  have 
avoided  making  those  publications  consistently  with  what  w e 
regarded  as  the  high  interests  of  our  community.  But  Miss 
Rigdon  will  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  her  case 
elicited  the  strong  sympathies  not  only  of  her  own  sex,  but 
that  of  the  other;  and  that  her  triumph  over  the  wiles  of 

the  impostor  will  b e  a  bright  example  to  her  sex,  and  w ill 

\ 

be  spoken  to  her  praise  wherever  her  name  shall  be  known. 

nIn  this  letter  there  is  enough  evidence  to  make  it  the 
duty  of  the  officers  of  the  Haw  to  bring  Joe  Smith  before 
the  Grand  Jury,  of  the  county — not  for  the  purpose  of  giv¬ 
ing  him  further  liberty  and  permitting  the  immoral  monster 
to  roam  through  t he  county,  by  giving  him  a  sham  trial,  and 
allowing  him  to  escane  from  justice--but  to  secure  all  the 
evidence  which  c  an  b  e  found  blearing  on  the  case,  and  if 
guilty  make  his  punishment  commensurate  v/ith  his  high  pro¬ 
fessions  and  his  crimes.  The  impostor  is  now  unveiled.  His 
infatuated  followers  may  suppose,  by  affidavits  of  his 
virtue,  his  purity  and  his  holiness,  to  keep  up  the  delusion, 
but  that  time  is  past.  And  if  he  is  not  brought  to  justice 
by  the  officers  of  the  law,  they  will b e  guilty  of  a  flag¬ 
rant  breach  of  duty," 

SAJ GAMO  JOURNAL  Vol.  10.  No.  52,  Whole  No.  572,  P.  3.  Spring- 
field,  Illinois.  Aug,  19,  1842.  S.  Francis,  Editor. 
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"JOE  SMITH  DEMANDED" 
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"The  following  communication  from  our  attentive  cor¬ 
respondent  in  Quincy,  gives  us  some  facts  in  this  case: 

QUINCY,  August  9,  1842. 

To  the  editor  Journal: 

nThe  Governor  of  Missouri,  I  am  told,  made  a  requisition 
on  the  Governor  of  Illinois,  for  the  persons  of  Joseph  Smith 
and  O.P .  Rockwell,  and  in  conformity  therewith.  Gov.  Carlin 
caused  the  proper  document  to  be  placed  In  the  hands  of  the 
Sheriff  (Jasper)  of  this  county,  for  execution. — Mr.  J.  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  one  or  tv/o  others,  a  day  or  two  since,  to  Nauvoo, 
and  there  arrested  Smith  and  Rockwell  in  obedience  to  the 
precept.  As  rumor  goes  the  City  Council  of  Nauvoo  convened 
and  issued  a  Habeas  Corpus  for  each  of  these  prisoners  and 
cited  the  Sheriff  to  appear]]  He  did  not,  however,  recog¬ 
nize  the  authroity  of  the  Council,  but  they  proceeded  to  hear 
and  d  etermine  the  case,  when  the  prisoners  were  set  at  liber¬ 
ty] — It  is  general,  ly  understood  that  Smith  and  Rockwell 
could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  come  to  Quincy  with  the  Sheriff, 
notwithstanding  the  polite  invitations  extended  to  them. 

The  Sheriff  and  suite  have  returned,  and  Mr.  Jasper  returns 
an  arrest  and  resistance.  The  Governor,  I  learn,  holds 
the  matter  under  advisement.  Look  out  for  Squalls] 

Yours,  &c." 

SANGAMO  JOURNAL  Vol.  10,  No.  52,  Whole  No.  572,  P.  3,  Spring- 
field,  Ill.  August  19,  1842.  S.  Francis,  Editor. 


We  have  further  heard,  that  Gov.  CARLIN  had  directed 
Sheriff  JASPER  to  return  to  Nauvoo,  with  a  posse,  and  bring 
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Smith  and  Rockwell  to  Quincy.  If  the  Sheriff  does  not  suc¬ 
ceed,  the  militia  of  the  State  must  be  called  on  to  enforce 
the  laws,  or  the  whole  affair  will  end  in  smoke. 

"It  will  be  recollected,  in  one  of  GEN.  BENNETT’S  let¬ 
ters,  it  v;  as  stated  that  the  City  Council  of  Nauvoo,  had  made 
provisions  for  expected  demand  of  Smith,  and  had  passed  a  lav; 
by  which  no  man  could  be  taken  cut  of  the  city  to  be  tried 
for  crimes.  The  Council  have  carried  the  extraordinary  pow¬ 
ers  of  their  city  charter  still  f arther,  and  issued  a  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  in  behalf  of  Joe  Smith  and  Rockv/ell,  and 
discharged  them  under  the  writ! 

"We  are  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  the  v/hole  of  the 
movements  going  on  in  relation  to  this  matter  are  sham;  and 
that  if  Smith  is  taken,  he  will  understand  that  this  trial 
is  to  be  a  sham,  and  he  will  of  course  be  acquitted.  We 
form  this  opinion  fromfvactswe  have  already  witnessed,  and 
from  others  which  will  occur  to  every  one. 

"The  public  will  remember  that  the  Governor  of  Missouri 
once  before  made  a  demand  for  Joe  Smith.  As  usual  in  such 
cases  with  that  distinguished  functionary,  the  writ  which 
was  given  to  the  officer  w as  def ec tive--was  declared  to  b e 
so  by  Judge  Douglass, --and  Smith  was  set  at  liberty .--What 
was  the  duty  of  the  Governor  in  this  c  ase,  if  acting  in  good 
faith?  Was  it  not  to  issue  another  writ?  Were  the  ends  of 
public  justice  to b  e  frustrated  by  the  imperfections  of  a 
first  writ?  It  seems  to  us  that  but  one  answer  can b  e  given 
in  this  case. --It  was  his  duty  as  the  executive  officer  of 
this  State  to  comply  with  the  requisition  of  the  Governor 
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of  Missouri.  He  did  not  do  it.  Why?  The  answer,  we  fear, 
must  be  found  in  the  Proclamation  of  Joe  Smith,  requiring 
the  Mormon  church  to  cvast  their  votes  for  the  candidates 
of  the  Governor’s  political  party. 

"If  the  future  conduct  of  the  Governor  and  his  party 
should  change  the  present  aspect  of  this  case,  we  7/ill  prompt¬ 
ly  correct  the  opinions  herein  expressed.  It  w ill  give  us 
pleasure  to  do  so.  Gov.  CARLIN’S  term  of  office  has  nearly 
expired;--and  what  single  act  of  his  political  life,  as 
Governor,  can  his  friends  point  to  with  pleasure?  He  has 
been  so  unfortunate  as  to  please  only  those  to  whom  he  has 
given  office.  Let  him  in  this  case  "do  his  duty,  his  whole 
duty, "  regardless  of  the  political  schemes  of  his  friends-- 
and  he  will  have  the  proud  consciousness,  that  in  this  hour 
of  trial--when  the  interests  of  his  party  avre  opposed  to 
the  interests  of  morality  and  of  the  State, --of  having  per¬ 
formed  his  duty  r egardle ss  of  party  consideration." 

SAN GAM 0  JOURNAL.  Vol.  10,  No.  52,  Whole  No.  572,  P.  2  &  3. 
Springfield,  Ill,  August  19,  1842.  S.  Francis. 
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From  the  Warsaw  Signal 
RECENT  ATTEMPT  TO  ARREST  THE  PROPHET 
"Most  of  our  r  eaders  are  doubtless  aware  that  a  recent 
attempt  has  been  made  by  the  Executive  of  this  State  to  ar¬ 
rest  Joe  Smith,  and  O.P.  Rockwell  in  obedience  to  the  requi¬ 
sition  of  the  Governor  of  Missouri,  The  charges  upon  which 
this  requisition w as  founded,  are  those  preferred  by  Gen. 
Bennett,  viz:  that  Smith  v;  as  accessary  and  Rockwell  princi- 
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pal  in  the  recent  attempt  on  the  life  of  Gov.  Boggs. 

"The  warrant  w as  not  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  officer 
until  the  latter  part  of  last  week;  but  whether  there  was 
any  political  maneuvering,  as  it  rumored,  w hereby  the  war¬ 
rant  was  shifted  off  until  t he  election  we  cannot  say. 

"The  officer  charged  with  arrest  passed  through  this 
place  on  last  Saturday  accompanied  by  three  or  four  men. 

They  g  ave  out  that  they  w ere  in  search  of  runaway  negroes; 
and  in  leaving  the  town  took  such  a  circuitous  route  as  to 
pregent  any  suspicions  of  their  r  eal  destination  or  desing. 
On  Monday  they  without  difficulty  arrested  Smith  and  Rock¬ 
well;  but  the  p risoners  w ere  immediately  brought  before  the 
Municipal  court  of  Nauvoo,  on  habeas  corpus  and  discharged. 
The  officers  however  insisted  that  the  municipal  court  had 
no  power  in  that  case  to  grant  the  w  rit,  and  that  the  or¬ 
dinance  under  which  it  w  as  granted  was  of  no  e  ffect. 

Smith  on  the  other  hand  insisted  that  the  writ  should  be 
returned  to  the  Governor  with  the  endorsement,  that  they 
had  been  discharged  by  the  city  court,  refusing  to  go  with 
the  officer  unless  this  were  done;  and  pledging  himself  to 
be  forthcoming  if  the  Governor  should  again  send  for  him. 

The  officer  seeing  no  hope  of  being  able  to  take  Smith, 
against  his w  ill,  returned  to  Quincy;  but  the  Governor  im¬ 
mediately  despatched  him  b ack  to  Nauvoo,  with  instructions 
to t ake  Smith  at  all  hazards.  In  the  mean  time  Judge  Ral¬ 
ston  had b een s  ent  for  by  Smith;  w ho  arrived  at  Nauvoo 
previous  to  the  return  of  the  officer.  If  rumor  is  correct 


he  advised  Smith  to  secrete  himself  as  his  case  w as  a  des¬ 


perate  one.  Accordingly  wh en  the  warrant  arrived  again  in 
the  city,  Smith  and  Rockwell  were  among  the  missing.  Thus 
ends  the  chapter. 

"Our  citizens  were  in  hopes  that  the  scamp  would  b e 
taken  or  else  make  open  resistance;  no  termination  of  the 
affair  could  be  less  satisfactory  than  the  one  which  has 
taken  place.  If  he  had  resisted,  we  should  have  had  the 
sport  of  driving  him  and  his  worthy  clan  out  of  the  State 
en  masse,  hut  as  it  is,  we  are  mortified  that  there  is  no 
efficacy  in  the  law  to  bring  such  a  scamp  to  justice.  We 
hope  that  our  Executive  will  spare  no  effort  hereafter  to 
bring  about  this  consummation  so  devoutly  to  b  e  wished1.' 
SiNGAMO  JOURNAL  Vol.  11,  No.  2,  Whole  No.  574,  P.  2,  Spring- 
field,  Ill.  Sept.  2,  1842.  S,  Francis. 


"CONFIRMATION” 

It  is  stated  that  when  the  officer  arrested  O.P.  Rock¬ 
well  in  Nauvoo  on  Monday  last,  that  he  turned  deathly  pale, 
and  exhibited  every  sympton  of  alarm  a nd  guilt.  Shortly 
after  hew  as  discharged  by  the  municipal  court  he  left  the 
city  and  has  not  been  heard  from  since.  A  fellow  by  the 
name  of  Derby,  of  about  equal  standing  with  O.P.  Rockwell; 
and  his  professed  friend, w  as  in  this  place  on  Wednesday 
last;  and  in  conversation  on  the  subject  of  Rockwell’s  guilt 
said,  that  Rockwell  could  prove  that  he  was  fifteen  miles 
from  Independence  on  the  night  that  Boggs  was  shot,  and  that 
he  went  down  the  Missouri  river  in  the  same  boat  w ith  the 
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sheriff  who  was  in  pursuit  of  the  murderer.  This  we  conceive 
is  rather  confirmatory  than  exculpatory;  at  all  events  it 
proves  that  Rockwell  was  in  that  region  of  the  country  at  the 
time  of  the  attempted  murder,  on  what  business,  it  will  r  est 
with  him  to  show. 

.  "From  the  whole  circumstances — Smith’s  prophecy  that 
Eoggs  would  die  within  a  year  by  violence,  his  stating  that 
Rockwell  had  gone  into  mlssouri  to  fulfill  prophecies-- the 
fact  that  Rockwell w  as  in  the  neighborhood  of  Boggs  at  the 
time  of  the  attempt  on  his  life--his  return  to  Nauvoo  just 
as  the  news  arrived  of  the  assassination  of  Boggs--his  sud¬ 
den  elevation  from  a  low  blackguard  to  a  gentleman  by  the 
presents  of  Smith  on  his  return--his  conduct  when  arrested-- 
his  flight  as  soon  as  released-~all f  orm  a  concatenation- 
of  events,  to  say  the  least,  strangely  mysterious;  and  we 
are  very  much  mistaken,  if  those  taken  with  what  other  proof 
might  arise  on  identifying  Rockwell  in  Mis  sour,  would  not 
consign  him  and  his  villainous  instigator  to  the  gallows.” 
SANGAMO  JOURNAL  Vol.  11,  No.  2,  Whole  No.  574,  P.  2.  Spring- 
field,  Ill.,  Sept.  2,  1842.  S.  Fraicis. 
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”Gen.  Bennett  has  written  us  another  letter.  How  long 
are  the  God  defying  leaders  of  the  Mormons  to  b  e  allowed  to 
perpetrate  their  horrible  outrages  with  impunity? 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Louisville  Journal: 

CLEVELAND,  0.,  July  30,  1842. 

”1  wrote  you  from  Cincinnati,  according  to  promise,  and 
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I  presume  you  are  in  receipt  of  the  hurried  production, 
which,  however,  may  not  be  wholly  uninteresting.  This  letter 
will,  of  necessity  be  short  and  hurried  as  the  former,  as  all 
communications  written  upon  the  wing  must  necessarily  be. 

"In  the  New  York  Herald,  of  the  26th  inst.,  Bennett  says: 
"This  presents  a  strange  and  curious  state  of  things  f  or  the 
centre  of  the  nineteenth  century;  and  the  developments  are 
the  most  remarkable  we  ever  heard  of.  The  initiatory  proceed¬ 
ings  at  Joe’s  *Order  Lodge,"  resemble  those  practices  by 
Mathias  at  Pearson’s  house,  only  his  members  were  females, 
and  they  danced  round  a  stone,  whilst  Mathias  annointed  them. 
But,  perhaps,  after  all,  Joe  Smith  has  a  secret  lodge  of 
women!  We  shall  see."  Yes,  Joe  has  a  secret  lodge  of  women! 
and  the  editor  will  see.  Joe’s  female  lodge  (the  Mormon  in¬ 
quisition)  is  the  most  singular  thing  of  the  age.  The  en- 
nointing  A  LA  JOE  is  a  caution  to  David  Crocket.  The  in¬ 
vestment  ,  the  oath,  the  ceremonies,  the  lectures ,  and  the 
Grand  Finale,  are  all  done  up  in  such  a  manner  as  to  place 
Mathias  in  the  shade,  and  to  cover  Mahomet,  the  Oriental 
prophet,  in  the  rubbish  of  things  that  were. --The  "History 
of  the  Saints,"  will  give  a  full  account  of  this  nondescript 
lodge  of  the  Mormon  ladies  of  pleasure  and  of  the  fine  arts, 
including  their  cloistered,  chambered  and  cyprean  maids  and 
maidens ! !  This  will  b e  one  of  the  most  interesting  w orks  of 
the  age, 

"The  elctions  v/ill  terminate  next  Monday  and  I  hope  that 
Missouri  will  then  demand  and  s  ecure  him.  I  will  b  e  ready  to 
make  good  the  charges;  and  politicians  will  then  see  whether 
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the  Mormons  disclosures  were  made  for  political  effect.  Time 
will  develop  f  acts,  end  show  the  truth,  the  undeniable  truth, 
of  all  the  charges  against  Smith,  as  clear  as  the  sun  in  the 
firmament  at  noon  day.  The  Roman  Pontiff  never  exercised  the 
domination  over  the  minds  and  property  of  the  Catholic  Church 
as  Joe,  the  chief  of  the  Mormon  hierarchy,  does  over  his  sub¬ 
ject  s--the_faithful-- and  the  nontifical  bull  is  harmless  in 
comparison  with  the  Mormon  bull.  (Joe’s  letter  of  marque  and 
reprisal)  as  the  latter  terminates  not  in  the  spiritual  ex- 
communication  and  damnation  f  rom  all  Mormon  gospel  privileges 
from  off  the  face  of  God’s  earth,  but  in  murder,  cold  blood¬ 
ed  Danite  murder]  Joe  is. now  making  a  desparate  struggle  to 
save  himself  from  merited  disgrace  and  condign  punishment,  by 
the  forgeries  and  perjuries  of  his  cyprean  girls,  cloistered 
and  chambered  mistresses,  and  the  Danites.  If  you  will  take 
the  trouble  to  examine  all  the  evidence  you  will  find  that 
forgery,  perjury,  theft,  robbery,  burglary,  arson,  treason, 
and  murder,  are  very  little  things-  in  the  eyes  of  the  Mormons 
as  long  as  the  Holy  Joe  can,  by  a  ’thus  saith  the  Lord,’  par¬ 
don  iniquity,  transgression  a nd  sin] J  Joe’s  father,  the 
devil,  was  a  liar  from  the  beginning,  and  the  world  believed 
him  not;  neither  will  they  b  elieve  Joe  the  son,  the  delectable 
mormon  prophet  of  the  latter  day  sinners,  hor  the  sworn 
Danites,  the  grand  children,  though  c  overed  with  all  the  habi¬ 
liments  of  latter  day  glory. 

"Joe’s  words  are  lies ,  and  the  affidavits  of  his  follow¬ 
ers  and  friends,  PATENT  LIES.  They  s  wear  they  are  moved  up¬ 
on  by  Joe’s  holy  ghost,  and  say  the  things  that  gold,  or’ 
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interest,  or  the  prophet’s  mandate,  dictate!  II  You  know  the 
proverb  used  to  be,  "you  lie  like  the  Devil;1'  but  it  has 
changed  with  the  times,  as  the  son  has  eclipsed  the  father, 
so  as  to  read:  "You  lie  like  Joe  Smith  and  his  Danites  and 
his  cypreans . " 

In  haste,  yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  C.  BENNETT." 

SANG AMO  JOURNAL.  Vol.  11,  No.  2,  Whole  No.  574,  P.  2, 

Springfield,  Ill.  Sept,  2,  1842.  S.  Francis. 

w  w  w  v  st 
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FOUR  HUNDRED  DOLLARS  REWARD’ 

STATE  OF  ILLINOIS, 

Executive  Department, 

September  20,  1842. 

"WHEREAS,  a  requisition  has  been  made  upon  me,  as  the 
Executive  of  this  State,  by  the  apprehension  and  surrender 
of  O.P.  Rockwell,  who  is  charged  with  the  crime  of  shooting 
Lilburn  W.  Boggs,  with  intent  to  kill,  in  the  county  of 
Jackson,  and  State  of  Missouri,  on  the  night  of  the  sixth  day 
of  May,  A.D.  1842; 

"And  whereas  a  demand  has  also  been  made  by  the  Governor 
of  Missouri,  upon  me,  for  the  apprehension  and  surrender  of 
Joseph  Smith  (commonly  called  the  Mormon  Prophet)  who  is 
charged  with  the  crime  of  being  accessory  to  the  shoding  of 
said  Boggs,  at  the  time  and  place  aforesaid,  with  intent  to 
kill; 

'And  whereas,  in  obedience  to  the  Constitution  and  lav/s 
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of  the  United  States,  executive  warrants  have  been  issued, 
and  the  said  Rock:, veil  and  Smith  arrested  as  fugitives  from 
justice  from  the  State  of  Missouri: 

’’And  whereas,  the  said  Rockv/ell  and  Smith  r  esisted  the 
laws,  byrefusing  to  go  with  the  officers  who  had  them  in 
custody,  as  fugitives  from  justice,  and  escaped  from  the  cus¬ 
tody  of  the  officers: 

’’Now,  therefore,  I,  THOMAS  CARLIN,  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Illinois,  in  conformity  to  an  act  entitled  "an  act  concern¬ 
ing  fugitives  from  justice,”  approved  January  6th,  1827,  do 
offer  a  reward  of  TWO  HUNDRED  DOLLARS,  to  aiy  person  or  per¬ 
sons,  for  the  apprehension  and  delivery  of  each,  or  either  of 
the  above  named  fugitives  from  justice,  fiz.  O.P.  ROCKV/ELL 
and  JOSEPH  SMITH,  to  the  custody  of  James  M.  Pitman,  and 
Thomas  C.  King,  or  to  the  Sheriff  of  Adams  county  at  the  city 
of  Quincy. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  here¬ 
unto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the 
great  seal  of  the  State  to  be  af- 
L.S.  fixed,  the  day  and  date  above 

written. 

By  the  Governor: 

THOMAS  CARLIN. 

LYMAN  TRUMBULL,  Sec»y  of  State” 

SANG AMO  JOURNAL,  Vol.  11,  No.  6,  Whole  No.  578,  P.  2,  Spring- 
field,  Ill.  Sept.  30,  1842.  S.  Francis,  Editor. 
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"Joe  Smith,  it  is  again  stated,  has  left  the  country.  It 
is  supposed  he  aims  to  reach  Canada.  The  occurrences  connect¬ 
ed  with  the  attempts  to  arrest  Smith  and  Rockwell  show  that 
the  Mormons  are  not  under  the  control  of  the  laws  of  the 
State;  hut  that  they  can  and  do  set  them  at  defiance  when 
they  please.  And  yet  one  of  their  number  has  the  hardihood 
to  claim  a  seat  in  our  Legislature,  and  assist  in  enacting 
laws  for  the  government  of  this  State !" 

SANGAMO  JOURNAL.  Vol.  11,  No.  6,  Whole  No.  578,  P.  2.  Spring- 
field,  Ill.  Sept.  50,  1842.  S.  Francis. 


"GOV.  REYNOLDS,  of  Missouri,  has  offered  a  reward  of 
300  dollars  for  the  person  of  ORRIN  P.  ROCKWELL,  who  is 
charged  with  the  attempt  to  murder  Gov.  Ex-Boggs-,  and  300 
dollars  for  the  person  of  JOSEPH  SMITH,  as  an  accessary  in 
the  attempted  murder. 

"The  Nauvoo  Wasp,  which  speaks  of  the  attempt  to  murder 
Gov.  Boggs  as  a  "noble  deed,”  denounces  the  effort  to  arrest 
those  individuals  charged  v/ith  this  atrocious  act  as  "reli¬ 
gious  persecution"  ! J 

"On  Sunday  of  last  week  we  understand  that  JOSEPH  SMITH 
made  a  speech  at  Nauvoo,  in  which  he  stated,  as  usual,  that 
Gov.  Reynolds  and  Gov,  Carlin  were  fools  and  that  they  could 
not  take  him. 

"Poor  loco  foco  ridden  State!  An  outlaw  almost  within 
the  hearing  of  the  Governor,  ridiculing  the  authorities  of 
the  State,  as  unable  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  State  upon 
his  person!  Huzza  for  Illinois!" 


SAN GAM 0  JOURNAL  Vol.  1,  No.  7,  Whole  No.  579,  P.  1,  Spring¬ 


field,  Ill.  Oct.  7,  1842.  S.  Francis,  Editor. 


"The  Nauvoo  Y/asp  has  not  yet  disproved  the  statement  of 
Miss  MARTHA  BROTHERTON.  Is  it  for  the  very  good  reason  that 
it  is  true?  If  it  is  false,  give  us  the  proof  of  the  fact, 
and  less  of  your  balderdash. " 

QUINCY  WHIG.  Vol.  5,  No.  19,  P.  2.  Quincy,  Illinois.  Sept.  5 
1842.  Bartlett  &  Sullivan. 

•  t.* *  •  f  \ •  % t  U  J 
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,,MORMONISMu 

"The  last  Nauvoo  *Y»asp,  *  is  filled  with  affidavits, 
interspersed  with  editorial  balderdash- -for  we  can  call  it 
nothing  else--contradicting  the  statements  of  Bennett,  and 
abusing  him  in  the  most  vulgar  manner.  There  is  no  doubt 
but  that  Bennett  is  a  great  rascal,  and  as  he  w as  formerly 
a  bosom  friend  and  confident  of  the  "Prophet”,  it  looks  a 
little  singular  that  his  character  w  as  never  found  out  un¬ 
til  this  late  period.  In  all  the  long  rigmarola  in  the 
TY/aspf,  it  appears  something  strange,  that  the  very  start¬ 
ling  developments  of  MISS  BROTHERTON,  published  in  our  last 
paper,  receives  no  kind  of  notice.  There  is  a  strong  ap¬ 
pearance  of  truth  about  this  young  lady’s  statement,  and  if 
true,  is  enough  of  itself--even  if  Bennett  had  never  writt¬ 
en  a  word--tcdamn  Smith,  and  his  infamous  co-workers,  YOUNG 
and  KIMBALL,  in  the  estimation  of  all  honorable  men." 

QUINCY  WHIG.  Vol.  5,  No.  16,  P.  2.  Quincy,  Illinois,  August, 
13,  1842.  Bartlett  &  Sullivan. 


"THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  SAINTS,  or  an  Expose  of  Joe  Smith 


and  Mornonism  by  John  C.  Bennett;  Boston,  Leland  &  Whiting, 

71  Washington  Street;  New  York,  Bradbury,  Soden  &  Co.,  127 
Nassau  St.,;  Cincinnati,  E.S.  Norris  2c  Co.  247  Main  St., — 
1842. 

"  We  confide  our  extracts  from  the  above  work  this  week, 
to  one  subject.  We  should  not  give  these  extracts,  but  the 
world  should  know  the  character  of  Mormonism--of  that  stupen¬ 
dous  edifice  of  huinbugery  and  d  epravity  erected  by  Joe  Smith: 

"’THE  SERAGLIO. — The  Mormon  Seraglio  is  very  strictly  an 
systematically  organized.  It  forms  a  grand  lodge,  as  it  were 
and  is  divided  into  three  distinct  orders  or  degrees.  The 
first  and  lowest  of  these  is  styled  the  ’  Cyrian  Saints; * 
the  second  the  ’Chambered  Sisters  of  Charity;’  and  the  third 
and  highest  degree  is  called  the  ’Cloistered  Saints’,  or 
’Consecrates  of  the  Cloister.’ 

"’To  give  a  clear  idea  of  the  system,  it  will  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  treat  of  these  in  regular  order. 

"’THE  CYPRIAN  SAINTS. --The  members  of  the  Female  Relief 
Society,  who  are  ever  upon  the  watch  for  victims  have  the 
power,  when  they  know  or  even  suspect,  that  any  Mormon  fe¬ 
male  has,  however  slightly  lapsed  from  the  straight  path  of 
virtue,  without  the  sanction  or  knowledge  of  the  Prophet,  of 
bringing  her  at  once  b^efore  the  Inquisition.  This  body  is 
solemnly  organized  in  secret  and  select  council,  and  by  its 
members,  the  poor,  terrified  female  is  questioned  and  threat¬ 
ened  until  she  confesses  the  crime  she  committed,  or  perhaps 
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in  her  confusion  and  terror,  accuses  herself  of  what  she  was 
never  guilty  of.  She  is  immedL  ately,  by  the  council,  pro¬ 
nounced  a  Cyprian,  and  is  excluded  from  any  f ruther  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Relief  Society.  She  takes  the  white  veil, 
and  her  failing  stealthily  promulgated  among  the  trustworth- 
y  members  of  the  church  at  whose  command  she  is,  for  any 
licentious  purposes,  forever  after.  Many  young  and  beautiful 
females  have  thus  been  ruined  eternally,  who,  even  after  a 
single  fault,  might  have  lived  to  redeem,  by  repentance  and 
future  good  conduct,  their  names  and  d egradation,  and  their 
souls  from  guilt  and  remorse.  But  the  s  ecret  council  of  the 
Inquisition  instantly  condemns  them,  on  the  confession  or 
proof  of  their  transgressions,  to  perpetual  association  with 
a  class  devoted  to  the  most  infamous  purposes;  a  class  set 
apart  and  appropriated  to  the  gratification  of  the  vilest  ap¬ 
petites  of  the  brutal  Priests  and  Elders  of  the  Mormon  church. 

”But  even  the  means  used  to  increase  the  order  of  Cyprian 
Saints  do  not  exhaust  the  a  epraved  ingenuity  of  the  Holy  Old 
White  Hat  Prophet,  and  his  confidential  counsellors. 

M,Let  us  examine  the  second  degree  of  his  female  lodge, 
which  is  entitled 

" ‘THE  CHAMBERED  SISTERS  OF  CHARITY. --Whenever  one  of  the 
Saints,  (as  the  Mormons  style  themselve)  of  the  male  sex,  be¬ 
comes  enamored  of  a  female,  and  she  responds  to  the  feeling  by 
a  reciprocal  manifestation,  the  loving  brother  goes  to  Holy 
Joe,  and  states  the  case.  It  makes,  by  the  bye,  no  difference 
whatever  if  one  or  both  the  parties  are  already  provided  with 
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conjugal  helpmates.  The  Prophet  gravely  buries  his  face  in 
his  hat,  in  which  lies  his  peepstone,  and  incuires  of  the 
Lord  what  is  his  will  and  pi  asure  in  the  matter.  Sometimes, 
when  Joe  wants  the  v/omen  for  his  own  purpose,  an  unfavorable 
answer  is  given;  but,  generally  the  r  eply  permits  the  parties 
to  follow  the  bent  of  their  inclinations,  which  they  do  with¬ 
out  further  ceremony,  though  with  a  strict  observance  of 
secrecy,  on  account  of  the  Gentiles,  who  have  no  right  to  the 
blessings  and  privileges  so  liberally  granted  to  the  Latter 
Lay  Saints.  * 

"’THE  CONSECRATES  OP  THE  CLOISTER,  or  CLOISTERED  SAINTS. 

--  This  degree  is  composed  of  females,  whether  married  or 
unmarried,  who,  by  an  express  grant  and  gift  of  God,  through 
his  Prophet  Holy  Joe,  are  set  apart  and  consecrated  to  the 
use  and  benefit  of  particular  individuals,  as  secret  spiritual 
wi  ves .  They  are  Saints  of  the  Black  Veil,  and  a  re  accounted 
the  special  favorites  of  Heaven,  and  the  most  honorable 
among  the  daughters  of  Jacob.  Their  spiritual  husbands  are 
altogether  from  the  most  eminent  members  of  the  Mormon  Church, 
and  participate  in  the  holiness  of  their  consecrated  views. 

"’This  is  the  highest  degree  in t he  Harem,  and  in  the 
order  of  the  Prophet’s  licentous  arrangements,  is  held  as  the 
very  acme  of  perfection,  and  it  is,  indeed  the  ne  plus  ultra 
of  depravity.  Its  ranks  are  filled  up  in  the  following  man- 
mer:  When  an  Apostle,  High  Priest,  Elder,  or  Scribe,  con¬ 
ceives  an  affection  for  a  female,  and  he  has  satisfactorily  as¬ 
certained  that  she  experiences  a  mutual  flame,  he  communicates 
confidently  to  the  Prophet  his  affaire  du  coeur,  and  requests 
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him  to  inquire  of  the  Lord  whether  or  not  it  w  ould  b  e  right 
and  proper  for  him  to  t  ake  unto  himself  the  said  woman  for 
his  spiritual  wife.  It  is  no  obstacle  whatever  to  this  mar¬ 
riage  if  one  or  both  of  the  parties  should  happen  to  have  a 
husband  or  w ife,  already  united  to  them  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  land. 

"’The  Prophet  puts  this  q:  eer  question  to  the  Lord,  and 
if  he  receives  an  answer  in t he  affirmative,  which  is  always 
the  case  if  the  parties  are  in f avor  with  Joe,  his  Holiness 
either  in  person,  or  by  a  duly  authorized  administrator ,  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  consecrate  the  sacred  sister  in  the  following  manner: 

"The  parties  assembled  in  the  lodge  room,  and  place  them¬ 
selves  kneeling  before  the  altar;  and  the  administrator  com¬ 
mences  the  ceremony  by  saying — 

n (You  separately  and  jointly,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ 
the  Son  of  God,  do  solemnly  covenant  and  agree  by  the  sacred'; 
act  now  in  progress  of  consummation,  whereby  any  Gentile  shall 
come  to  a  knowledge  of  the  s  ecret  purposes  of  this  order,  or 
whereby  the  Sal  nts  may  suffer  persecution,  your  lives  being 
the  forfeit. 

"After  the  bow  of  assent  is  given  by  each  of  the  said, 
the  administrator  then  proceeds: 

"’In  the  name  of  Jesus  Chrust,  and  by  the  authroity  of 
the  holy  priesthood,  I  now  consecrate  you  and  set  you  a  part 
by  the  imposition  of  my  hands,  as  husband  and  wife,  according 
to  the  laws  of  Zion,  and  the  will  of  God  our  Heavenly  Father; 
for  which  especial  favor  you  now  agree  to  s  erve  Him  with  a 
perfect  heart  and  a  willing  mind,  and  to  obey  his  prophet  in 


all  things  according  to  his  divine  will. 

’'Again  the  nod  of  assent  is  given  by  the  man  and  woman, 
and  the  administrator  continues  in  a  solemn  and  impressive 
manner-- 

”'I  now  annoint  you  with  holy,  consecrated  oil,  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  holy  priest 
hood,  that  you  may  be  fully  and  unreservedly  consecrated  to 
each  other,  and  to  the  service  of  God,  and  that  with  affect¬ 
ion  and  fidelity  you  may  nourish  and  cherish  e  ach  other,  as 
long  as  you  shall  continue  faithful  a  nd  true  in  the  fellow¬ 
ship  of  the  Saints;  and  I  now  pronounce  upon  you  the  blessings 
of  Jacob,  whom  God  honored  and  protected  in  the  enjoyment 
of  like  special  favors ;  and  may  the  peace  of  Heaven,  which  pas 
seth  all  understanding,  rest  upon  you  in  time  and  in  eternity 

"  The  parties  then  rise  and  embrace  each  other,  and  the 
robe  of  investiture  is  placed  upon  and  around  them  by  the  ad¬ 
ministrator,  who  says-- 

” 1  According  to  the  prototype,  I  now  pronounce  you  one 
flesh,  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son  and  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  Amen. 1 

’’The  robe  is  then  removed,  and  the  parties  leave  the 
cloister,  with  g  enerally  belief,  at  least  on  the  part  of  the 
female,  in  the  sacredness  and  validity  of  the  ceremonial  and 
thereafter  consider  themselves  as  united  in  spiritual  marri¬ 
age  the  duties  and  privileges  of  which  a  re  in  no  particular 
different  from  those  of  any  other  marriage  covenant. 

"We  close  this  article  with  an  appropriate  extract  from 


173. 


the  Alton  Telegraph. 

M,In  regard  to  the  developments,  the  book  makes,  they 
are  of  the  most  aggravated  and  blasphemous  character.  To 
many  of  the  statements  of  Bennett,  v/e.give  credit,  solely 
from  the  fact  that  he  sustains  those  statements  by  the  testi¬ 
mony  of  others  in  whom  v/e  place  implicit  confidence.  Of  the 
Imposture,  rascality,  depravity,  and  cunning  of  Joe  Smith, 
v/e  have  never  entertained  a  doubt.  The  word  of  Bennett  proves 
him  to  b e  all  w  e  had  supposed  he  was,  and  far  more.  That  he 
should  be  permitted  longer  to  indulge  in  his  licentiousness, 
and  imposition,  and  blasphemy,  unrebuked  and  unpunished  by 
the  civil  authorities  of  the  lands,  is  a  stigma  and  a  disgrace 
to  the  American  people.  He  is  a  wicked,  designing,  and  cor¬ 
rupt  man,  possessing  unlimited  power  and  control,  through 
the  influence  of  a  misguided  and  r eligious  fanaticism,  over 
the  minds  and  actions  of  a  large  and  r  apidly  increasing  number 
of  unfortunate  deluded  fellow  beings.  If  permitted  to  prog¬ 
ress,  setting  at  defiance,  a s  he  openly  does,  the  authorities 
not  only  of  this,  but  of  our  adjoining  sister  state,  receiving 
at  the  hands  of  the  1-  aders  of  the  dominating  party  in  Illinois 
their  countenance  and  support,  aided  by  legislative  enactments 
in  the  building  in  our  midst  of  a  religious  despotism,  teach¬ 
ing  his  followers  that  rigid  and  unconditional  obedience  to 
his  will  end  his  edicts,  are  obligations  on  their  part  para¬ 
mount  to  those  which  they  o v/e  to  the  !laws  of  their  country, 
our  State  ere  long  cannot  but  be  made  the  s  cene  of  a  bloody  and 
disgraceful w  arfare. 
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,!Joe  Smith  to  consummate  his  designs  would  not  hesitate 
a  moment  to  resist  by  force  the  administration  of  the  lav;,  when 
brought  within  its  provisions.  And  we  regret  to  say,  that 
such  is  the  unlimited  sway  he  exercises  over  the  whole  body 
of  his  people,  that  to  a  man  they  would  follow  him  in  any  un¬ 
lawful  requisition  he  might  see  fit  to  make. 

"Much  of  the  apprehended  danger  on  the  part  of  the  people 
of  this  State  may  be  guarded  against,  by  the  firm  yet  dispas¬ 
sionate  action  of  the  approaching  Legislature.  Their  predeces¬ 
sors  did  much--very  much  towards  clothing  Joe  Smith  with  the 
graceful  and  unconstitutional  powers  he  possesses.  Let  all 
such,  as  well  as  the  chartered  privileges  he  enjoys,  which  are 
of  uncommon  or  unusual  character,  be  taken  from  him.  Let  the 
Mormons  enjoy  the  same  rights,  that  other  citizens  of  the 
State  do,  and  none  other;  and  a  check  may  be  interposed  to  the 
rapid  increase  of  this  religious  delusion,  which  nov;  threatens 
to  involve  the  people  of  this  S  tate  in  an  unpleasant  and  s  eri»i 
ous  warfare.’  " 

SANGAMO  JOURNAL.  Vol.  12-No.  14-  W hie.  No.  596.  P.  2,  Spring- 
field,  Illinois.  Nov.  25,  1842.  S.  Francis. 

St  St  \t  '/  St  St  St  St  St 

*W/C*«\*  trvr  V/C’ir'wC 

"Major  General.  John  C.  Bennett,  of  the  Nauvoo  Legion,  is 
nov;  lecturing  on  Mormonism  in  Chicago.  The  Express  says  he 
proposes  to  lift  the  curtain  a  little  higher  than  usual  in 
his  lectures." 

SANGAMO  JOURNAL.  Vol.  12,  No.  20,  Whole  No.  592.  P.  3,  Jan. 

5,  1843.  Springfield,  Ill.  S.  Francis. 


"ARREST  OF  ROCKWELL.— The  St.  Louis  Republican,  of  the 
7th  inst.,  says,  "our  readers  will  recollect  that  Ex-  Gov. 
Boggs,  of  this  State,  v/ as  shot  at,  last  fall  at  his  residence 
in  Jackson  county.  Fortunately  the  ball  did  not  produce  death 
but  the  assassins  escaped  undetected.  Governor  Reynolds  hav¬ 
ing  obtained  information,  which  induced  the  belief  that  it 
was  the  work  of  Orrin  Porter  Rockwell,  of  Nauvoo,  offered  a 
large  reward  for  his  apprehension.  Joe  Smith  was  also  sup¬ 
posed  to  instigate  the  aff air--Rockwell  being  the  instrument 
employed  by  Smith  to  effect  his  diabolical  purpose.  The  of¬ 
ficers  of  justice  have  kept  a  sharp  look  out  for  Rockwell 
since  the  Proclamation  y;  as  made,  but  all  efforts  for  his  ap¬ 
prehension  have  proven  unavailing  until  Sunday  last,  v/hen 
he  was  taken  in  this  city.  Sufficient  proof  of  his  identity 
were  made,  and  he  has  been  taken  to  Jefferson  City  to  be  de¬ 
livered  to  the  State  authorities.  He  will,  no  doubt,  be  delt 
(sic)  with  as  he  deserves,  if  his  guilt  is  sufficiently  estab 
lished.  His  trial  will  take  place,  we  suppose,  in  Jackson 
county,  the  place  where  the  attempted  assassination  was  made. 
We  hear  that  he  has  been  paying  a  flying  visit  to  the  East¬ 
ern  States  since  a  reward  has  been  offered  for  him.  If  he  be 
guilty,  too  much  praise  cannot b e testowed  upon  those  who  have 
been  instrumental  in  apprehending  him  and  bringing  him  to  a 
just  and w  ell  deserved  punishment." 

LEE C OUNTY  DEMOCRAT.  Vol.  2,  No.  35,  Whole  No.  87,  Page  2. 
Fort  Madison,  I.T.  March  18.,  1843.  R.  Wilson  Albright. 


"O.P.  Rockwell  has  been  discharged  from  prison  in  Mis¬ 
souri,  and  has  returned  to  Nauvoo." 

S All G AMO  JOURNAL)  Vol«  13,  No  •  23,  Whole  No*  647*  P,  2,  Spring 
field,  Illinois.  Jan.  18,  1844.  S.  Francis,  Ed. 

_i/J#  «#  J  /  \t  Ji  *  w  \>  \r 

*%  a*  aICV *  * 

’’The  authorities  of  Nauvoo  have  repealed  their  ordinance 
the  object  of  which  v/  as  to  prevent  the  arrest  of  Joseph  Smith 
by  the  authorities  of  this  State." 

SANGAMO  JOURNAL.  Vol.  13,  No.  31,  Whole  No.  655,  P.  2.  Spring 
field.  Ill.  March  14,  1844.  S.  Francis. 

"Vw  iT" 1 1*  “  w '"Jv"  ”  w\,*if'T 

"AN  ENQUIRY" 

"Mr.  Gregg:--Much  has  been  said  and  written  about.  Mormon 
Aggression  and  Usurpation,  and  much  bold  denunciation,  all 
apparently  to  no  purpose.  Why  has  not  some  one  gone  about 
testing  the  legality  of  their  proceedings,  by t aking  some 
legal  steps  to  show  up  the  absurdity  of  their  acts? 

"For  example,  it  has  been  contended  by  many,  and  with 
much  plausibility,  too,  that  the  Municipal  Court  of  the  city 
of  Nauvoo  is  not  competent  to  issue  and  adjudicate  upon 
writs  of  Habeas  Corpus,  other  than  in  such  cases  as  clearly 
arise  under  the  ordinances  of  the  City  Council. 

"Now,  if  such  b e  the  case, --and  by r  ef erence  to  the 
city  Charter,  no  one,  it  seems,  can  doubt  it  for  a  mement-- 
then  there  are  the  higher  courts  to  which  appeals  may  be  tak¬ 
en,  and  the  question  set  at  rest  forever  .--The  sooner  that 
this  is  done,  the  better  for  the  counter:  for  so  long  as 
the  question  r  emains  open,  or  in  other  words. 


unsettled  by 


■ 
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the  proper  judicial  tribunals,  just  so  long  will  that  pre- 
sumtuous  (sic)  corporation  continue  to  exercise  a  power 
wholly  without  the  pale  of  their  authority;  all  the  while 
claiming  to  act  under  the  semblance  of  law. 

"If  another  requisition  should  be  made  by  the  authori¬ 
ties  of  Missouri  for  the  body  of  Smith,  or  any  other  of  the 
fraternity,  and  an  arrest  should  be  effected,  the  same 
farce  will  be  played  off  that  was  enacted  on  the  occassion 
(sic)  of  the  late  arrest  of  that  worthy;  and  then  the  hue 
and  cry  w ould  again  b e  raised,  that  he  had  been  tried  and 
"honorably  acquitted,"  by  a  legal  tribunal:  and  all  forth¬ 
with  d  enounced  as  "mobocrats,"  who  are  unwilling  to  yield 
to  such  absolute  mockery. 

"It  behooves  those  who  have  resolved  that  another 
failure  shall  not  be  made,  to  look  well  to  these  things, 
and  hedge  up  every  a  venue  likely  to  afford  the  most  distant 
possibility  of  an  escape  from  retributive  justice, 

"Will  not  some  one  speak  out  on  this  subject? 

An  Enquirer. 

"REMARK  BY  THE  EDITOR--The  suggestion  of  "An  Enquirer" 
is  an  important  one,  and  recommends  itself  to  the  attention 
of  our  readers.  As  a  means  of  more  successfully c  arrying 
out  the  object  proposed,  we  suggest  the  formation  of  a  soci¬ 
ety,  bound  by  its  constitution  to  administer  the  proper 
tests,  in  all  necessary  c ases.  "In  union  there  is  strength." 


What  says  our  correspondent  to  this?" 

WARSAW  MESSAGE  VOL.  1,  Page  1,  Warsaw  Illinois,  Oct.  18,  1843. 


Th.  Gregg  Publisher. 


”The  appointment  of  General  Bennett,  as  Master  in  Chan¬ 
cery  for  Hancock  county,  does  not  meet  the  approbation  of  all 
the  citizens  of  that  county.  The  last  Warsaw  Signal  says  the 
appointment  of  Bennett  ”  is  frowned  on  with  indignity  by 
nine-tenths  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  county.”  The 
same  paper  has  the  following  paragraph  in  relation  to  the 
Mormons : 

”We  understand  that  great  dissatisfaction  exists  at  Nai - 
voo,  amongst  those  who  have  lately  arrived  from  England.  It 
is  said  that  many  have  determined  to  leave--and  that  letters 
have  been  sent  to  England,  v/arning  their  friends,  who  has  de¬ 
signed  to  emigrate,  of  the  sad  state  of  things  in  the  City  of 
the  Church.  Mr.  Rigdon,  on  the  contrary,  informed  us  last 
week,  that,  in  general,  the  new  comers  were  well  satisfied-. 
Be  it  as  it  may,  it  is  certain  that  some  have  left  both  t he 
City  and  the  Church--not  b  elieving,  on  the  one  hand,  in  the 
mission  of  the  Prophet,  and  on  the  other,  dissatisfied  with 
the  temporal  government w  hich  is  exercised  over  them.” 

QUINCY  WHIG.  Vol .  4,  No.  5.  P.  2.  May  29,  1841.  Quincy, 
Illinois.  By  S.M.  Bartlett. 


”We  have  received  a  communication,  which  not  only  defend 
the  Mormons  but  reflects  rather  severely  upon  the  editor  of 
the  Warsaw  Signal.  We  choose  not  to  publish  it.  We  take  no 
interest  in  the  controversy  b etween certain  citizens  of  Han¬ 
cock  county  and  the  Mormons . --Ana  we  further  wish  to  keep 
our  columns  free  from  all  communications  appertaining  thereto 
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QUINCY  WHIG.  Vol,  4,  No.  10.  P.  2,  Quincy,  Illinois,  July 
3,  1841.  By  S.M.  Bartlett. 


"A  WORD  OF  PARTING  TO  BROTHER  JOE." 

f,We  are  not  willing,  brother  Joe,  to  leave  the  station 
we  have  occupied  for  a  year  past,  and  in  which  it  has  been  our 
duty  to  hold  up  your  deformities  occasionally  to  the  public 
gaze,  without  giving  you,  in  the  kindest  feeling,  a  f ew  words 
of  parting  advice.  I  shall  be  gratis- -and  therefore  the  more 
valuable:  At  any  rate,  our  fee  shall  not  exceed  that  what 

you  charge  to  marry  a  brother  and  sister  for  Eternity;  and  we 
think  the  service  will  be  of  quite  as  much  value. 

"Be  an  honest  man,  Joe]  Steeped  up  to  the  very  eyes  in 
sin,  as  you  have  been  from  your  cradle  up--deep,  disgusting, 
foul,  lothesome, ( sic )  soul-destroying  sin — it  is  yet  in  your 
power,  as  we  verily b  elieve,  by  a  long  process  of  purgation 
and  purification,  to  make  tolerably  decent  man  of  yourself. 
This  will  be  disputed  by  many.  But  we  are  more  charitable 
than  some  of  our  neighbors,  and  verily b elieve  it.  At  least 
in  the  language  of  the  Irishman- -If  you  canTt  be  dacent  be 
as  dacent,  as  you  can.  --But  it  will  be  no  mean  labor:  it 
will  require  years  of  penitence,  in  sackcloth  and  ashes--but 
then  you  can  accomplish  it.  You  are  strong  and  robust  and 
have  sufficient  mental  and  physical  energy  to  carry  you 
through,  if  you  shall  once  undertake  it  in  the  proper,  spirit. 
Try.it  then. 

"Now  Joe,  that  you  have  been  a  lazy,  good-for-nothing 
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vagabond,  all  the  days  of  your  life,  your  ovm  conscience  (if 
you  have  any  left)  will  tell  you  that  you  have  been  the  ruins 
of  hundreds  of  your  fellow  beings,  men,  women,  and  children; -- 
that  you  have  been  the  means  of  sending  many  of  your  fellows 
into  Eternity  unprepared- -that  you  have  robbed  the  widow  and 
the  orphan  of  their  sixpence,  and  the  honest  laborer  of  his 
daily  earnings--the  rich  man  'of  his  hoarded  gain; --that  you 
have  violated  the  sanctuary  of  private  lif e--despoiled  female 
virtue  and  innocence,  and  destroyed  conjugal  felicity; — that 
you  harbored  the  thief  and  robber--directed  the  hand  of  the 
assassin  and  murderer,  and  aided  their  escape  from  justice; — 
that  you  have,  under  the  garb  of  a  Saint,  done  the  work  of  a 
Demon- -in  other  vords,  "stolen  the  livery  of  Heaven  to  serve 
the  Devil  in;  "that  you  have  done  all  this,  and  a  hundred 
times  more,  you  need  none  other  than  that  same  inward  monitor 
to  tell  you. 

"Knowing,  as  you  must,  Joe,  the  relation  in  which  your 
black-hearted  c rime s  and  Heaven-daring  blasphemies  place  you 
before  God,  we  charge  you  that  it  is  now  high  time  that  you 
should  begin  to  repent  in  order  to  avert  His  impending  ven¬ 
geance.  You  are  now  near  40  years  of  age,  and  have  not  in 
the  natural  course  of  things  many  more  years  to  live;  and  it 
will  r  eqi  ire  all  the  remaining  years  of  a  life  of  four  soore 
and  ten,  to  place  you  in  the  same  moral  position  you  occupied 
at  the  outset  of  your  degperate  career.  You  know,  too,  the 
position  you  occupy  before  your  fellow  men.  You  know  that 
you  are  despised,  and  hated  and  loathed  by  nineteen  twentieths 
of  all  who  have  ever  heard  of  your  name  and  deeds;  and  all 


. 
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the  /ppeals  that  you  and  your  understrappers  can  make  to  the 
sympathies  of  your  fellow  citizens,  between  this  and  the  day 
in  which  you  shall  "shake  off  this  mortal  coil,"  will  not 
change  your  position  before  them, 

"And  more--you  cannot  expect  to  continue  much  longer  in 
your  courses  of  infamy  and  crime.  Depend  upon  it,  the  day  of 
retribution  cannot  be  far  distant,  for  a  least  some  of  your 
misdeeds,  if  the  vengeance  of  the  law  shall  overtake  you, 
and  stretch  you  up  as  quick  as  lightning  to  the  gallows,  and 
thus  end  your  career,  rest  assured  that  individual  vengeance 
will!  Do  you  think  that,  of  all  the  men,  women  and  children 
you  have  so  foully w ronged,  that  no  one  will  be  so  bold  as 
to  a venge  their  own  wrongs?  No,  sir--you  cannot  go  much  long¬ 
er  "unwhipt  of  justice."  We  claim  not  to  be  a  prophet  nor 
the  son  of  a  prophet--yet  we  tell  you  that  your  career  of  in¬ 
famy  cannot  continue  but  a  little  longer!  Your  days  are  number 
ed!  The  handwriting  is  upon  the  wall! 

"Come,  now,  brother  Joe,  Let  us  entreat  you  to  begin 
the  work  of  reparation.  Begin  it  now ,  for  you  have  much  to  do; 
the  job  is  a  hard  one!  Divide  out  again  amohg  the  widows 
and  orphans  whom  you  have  beggared  the  spoils  on  which  you  are 
daily  rioting;  restore  to  those  victims  of  your  knavery,  the 
thousands  you  filched  from\their  hard  earnings;  payback  those 
sums  of  money  you  have  borrowed  of  your  followers,  and  for 
which  they  have  for  years  been  whistling;  despoil  the  oxen 
and  baptismal  urchins  of  your  streets;  and  tear  down  your 
Temple  and  of  its  materials  build  a  hospital  for  the  innocent 
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victims  of  your  ambition  and  licentiousness.  These  done,  and 
you  will  have  made  some  attonement  for  your  past  life.  Until 
then  Joe,  we  shaL  1  remain  as,  e  ver,  all  but  "your  friend  and 
most  obedient  servant." 

WARSAW  MESSAGE,  Vol.  1.  No,  48.  Page  1,  Warsaw,  Illinois.  Feb 
7,  1844.  Th.  Gregg,  Publisher. 

*C~rCm,C  /wC  A*"/V  V 

"The  Sangamo  Journal  has  turned  out  to  be  a  Mormon  paper. 
It  is  filled  from  week  to  week  with  Mormon  exposures,  of  such 
a  nature  that  no  man  who  has  the  least  regard  for  the  feelings 
of  his  family,  will  suffer  it  to  go  into  his  house.  The  Alton 
Telegraph  is  of  the  same  stamp.  Shame  upon  such  panderers  of 
licentiousness  and  moral  depravity." 

QUINCY  HERALD.  Vol.  1,  No.  44,  P.  2.  Quincy,  Illinois,  July, 

21 ,  1842.  Edited  and  published  by  John  H.  Pettit. 

,W.  w  w.  *t_t 
"a*  v*  <»* 

"For  several  weeks  past,  we  have  charged  openly  upon 
Judge  Ford,  that  he  was  in  favor  of  setting  off  the  northern 
section  of  this  State  to  Wisconsin  Territory.  Letters  have 
also  been  addressed  to  him,  asking  his  views  upon  this  ques¬ 
tion.  Thus  far,  he  has  pursued  a  studied  silence;  refusing 
either  acknowledge  or  deny  that  he  was  in  favor  of  it.  Does 
not  such  conduct  warrant  every  man’s  believing  he  is  in  favor 
of  the  iniquitous  proposition?  Are  the  people  of  middle  and 
southern  Illinois  willing  to  support  a  man  who  is  in  favor  of 
giving  away  the  best  portion  of  their  State,  including  his 
own  r esidence,  for  the  parsimonious  and  dishonest  purpose  of 


getting  rid  of  paying  their  portion  of  the  State  debt?  We 
say  NO] 

"We  hope  that  the  length  of  the  Mormon  exposures,  by  Dr. 
Bennett,  will  not  prevent  any  man  from  reading  them.  We  are 
beset  by  dangers  which  call  for  immediate  and  prompt  action. 
We  entreat  every  man  to  read  the  statements  of  Bennett,  and 
after  he  has  done  so,  lend  it  to  his  neighbor.  Unless  Judge 
Ford  is  defeated  for  Governor,  Mormonism  will  be  triumphal  t 
in  the  State,  and  no  man  will b  e  secure  in  either  his  life, 
liberty,  or  property. M 

ALTON  TELEGRAPH  AND  DEMOCRATIC  REVIEW,  Vol.  7,  No.  29,  P.  2, 
Alton,  Illinois,  July  16,  1842.  Geo.  T.M.  Davis. 

-V  t>»  w,  w  w  jf  v  w 

• '  t\  t «  /\  t\  “i\  Vi" 

MORE  MORMON  ATTROCITIESJ ! 

MYve  are  prepared  to  hear  anything  from  the  city  of  Nau- 
voo.  Murder  and  cornage  are  the  w atch-words  of  Joe  Smith; 
and  will  be  fearfully  visited  upon  all  whom  he  can  reach, 
that  dare  raise  their  voice  against  him, --What  says  Judge 
Ford  to  this  new  development  of  his  allies  and  patriotic  sup 
porters?  The  Warsaw  Signal,  of  the  16th  says: 

uWe  understand  by  the  stage-driver  from  Nauvoo  last  even 
ing,  that  0.  Pratt  had  suddenly  disappeared  from  the  city. 

He  left  a  paper  containing  his  reasons  for  leaving--which  are 
the  treatment  his  wife  had  received  from  Joe  Smith,  and  some 
other  matter  concerning  the  policy  of  the  church.  It  w as 
supposed  in  Nauvoo  that  he  had  committed  suicide,  and  about 
500  persons  w  ere  on  the  search  for  him.  * 

ALTON  TELEGRAPH  &  DEMOCRATIC  REVIEW,  Vol.  7,  No.  30,  P.  2, 


Sat.,  July  23,  1842.  Alton,  Illinois.  Geo.  T.M.  Davis--Ed. 


M  The  Mormons  have  forv/arded  a  petition,  which  v;  as  pres¬ 
ented  to  the  Legislature  of  Conneticut,  on  the  31st  ultimo, 
asking,  for  an  Asylum  in  Connecticut,  or  for  aid  in  obtaining 
one  elsewhere.  We  certainly  do  not  desire  that  any  other 
state  should  be  scourged  by  the  location  of  this  wickedly  de¬ 
praved  set  among  them,  but  we,  at  the  same  time  most  fervent¬ 
ly  hope  that  they  may  take  up  their  line  of  march  from  Illinois 
as  s peedily  a  s  possible.  A  greater  clan  of  imposition  and 
rascality  never  were  herded  together  before,  in  any  part  of 
the  civilised  world." 

ALTON  TELEGRAPH  AND  DEMOCRATIC  REVIEW,  Vol.  10,  No.  25,  P.  2. 
June  21,  1845,  Alton,  Illinois,  Jno.  Bailhache,  Prop. 


"The  last  State  Register  published  several  extracts  from 
the  Sangamo  Journal,  of  old  dates,  expressing  sympathy  for 
the  Mormons,  and  welcoming  their  arrival  into  this  State--re- 
garding  them  as  a  worthy  and  oppressed  people.  We  leave  it 
to  every  honest  man  if  our  views  then  were  not  those  of  the 
mass  of  the  community. --Recent  events  show  we  were  mistaken 
in  their  leaders,  at  least.  The  mass  of  evidence  which  has 
changed  our  opinion,  has  also  changed  public  opinion  in  the 
same  case.  If  we  no w  sustain  the  Mormons,  we  must  do  it  believ¬ 
ing  the  leaders  tobe  among  the  most  debased  and  corrupt  body 
of  men: --We  must  sustain  all  the  debaucheries,  l^civiousness, 
bestality,  blasphemy,  and  perjury,  which  the  disclosures  of 
Gen.  Eennett  asserts  against  them.  If  the  Register  expects 
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us  to  do  this,  he  will  find  himself,  as  he  has  a  hundred 
times  before,  mistaken.  We  not  only  war  against  locofocoism, 
but  we  war  against  the  black  catalogue  of  Mormon  crimes  now 
for  the  first  time  given  to  the  world.  We  are  conscious,  and 
readily  admit,  that  there  are  many  credulous  and  honest  peo¬ 
ple  among  the  Mormons;  but  that  fact  shall  not  deter  us  from 
lifting  the  veil  from  the  deformities  and  enormities  of  their 
leaders . ” 

SAN GAM 0  JOURNAL,  Vol.  10,  No.  48,  P.  2.  Whole  No.  568,  Spring- 
field,  Ill.  July  22,  1852.  S.  Francis,  Editor. 


.V. ,'<J '  ' *  ,w. 

m  a  /v  a  r\ 


’’CHAPMAN,  of  the  Indianna  State  Sentinel,  says  that  the 
Warsaw  signal,  has  pursued  a  most  hellish  course  towards  the 
Mormons.  Pray  how  do  you  kno w?  We  have  never  exchanged  with 
you,  nor  do  we  desire  to.  If  our  course  towards  the  Mormons  . 
has  been  hellish,  what  has  been  your  course  towards  the  Whigs? 

’’The  Sentinel  also  states,  that  the  men  engaged  in  the 
killing  the  Smiths,  have  manufactured  false  stories  to  screen 
them  from  public  indignation,  and  also  that  we  have  misrepre¬ 
sented  the  f  acts.  Now  to  this  we  reply,  that  no  representa¬ 
tions  that  have  gone  abroad,  concerning  the  transaction,  is  as 
near  the  truth  as  that  made  by  us.  The  stories  told  by  the 
Quincy  Whig  and  Herald, w  e  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible 
for.  They w  ere  not  true;  butw  ere  made  from  the b  est  evidence 
they  could  command  at  the  time.  And  w e  speak  by  the  card, 
whenwe  say  that  the  story  first  told  by  the  Herald  was  not 
concocted  by  any  person  implicated  in  the  business  of  killing 
the  Smiths.  We  say  this,  because  we  know  from  whom  the  Herald 
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received  the  statements.  The  story  was  honestly  told,  by  an 
individual  who  had  received  it  in  detached  parcels,  aid  filled 
up  the  interstices  with  conjectures. " 

THE  WARSAW  SIGNAL.  New  Series  No.  24,  Whole  No.  141,  P.  2. 
Warsaw,  Ill.  July  31,  1844.  Sharp  &  Head. 


"WHY  OPPOSE  THE  MORMONS?" 

"The  Alton  Telegraph  in  making  some  rather  complimentary 
remarks,  in  relation  to  our  paper,  regrets t he  course  which 
we  pursue  in  relation  to  the  Mormons,  and  expresses  the  opin¬ 
ion,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  press  to  allay,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  excitement  against  that  people.  Now  Mr.  Tele¬ 
graph,  you  know  but  little  of  the  circumstances  by  which  the 
people  of  this  County  are  surroundea--ycu  know  nothing  of  the 
repeated  insults  and  injuries  received  by  our  citizens  from 
the  Heads  of  the  Mormon  Church — you  know  nothing  of  the  man¬ 
ner  in  w  hich  the  3a  v/s  are  trampled  under  foot,  and  evaded  by 
the  Monncns,  and  they  screened  from  their  just  operations 
behind  a  set  of  sham  city  ordinances--you  know  nothing  of 
the  baits  held  out,  wherewith  the  more  gullible  portion  of 
Joefs  followers,  are  induced  to  take  up  their  residence  in 
Nauvoo,  and  then  of  the  manner  in  which  they  are  fleeced  of 
their  all,  end  reduced  to  beggary — you  know  nothing  of  the 
iron  rod  by  which  Jo  controls  his  followers;  with  threats  of 
violence  quieting  the  discontented,  and  by  every  species  of 
tyranny  restraining  the  liberty  of  the  tongue  and  person. -- 
We  say  Mr.  Telegraph,  you  can  know  nothing  of  these  things, 
or  you w  ould  not  undertake  to  lecture  us,  for  endeavoring 
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to  expose  such  a  gang  of  outlaws,  blacklegs  and  bloodsuckers. 

"It  is  a  fact,  that  can  b  e  substantiated  by  the  most  un¬ 
impeachable  testimony,  that  the  discontented  spirits  in  Nau- 
voo,  dare  not  speak  or w  rite  one  word  against  the  Prophet  with¬ 
out  risking  their  lives.  And  even  those  who  have  left  the 
Church  will  hint  at  iniquities,  which  they  dare  not  proclaim. 

"It  canb  e  proven  that  there  are  men  in  Nauvoo,  who  have 
publicly  said  that  should  Jo.  Smith  command  them  to  commit 
murder,  they  would  do  it  without  compunction  believing  that 
the  command  of  Smith,  is  the  will  of  Heaven. 

"It  can  b e  proven  that  some  of  Smith’s  principal  sup¬ 
porters,  and  confidential  friends,  are  among  the  basest  se¬ 
ducers,  and  violators  of  female  virtue — that  Smith  himself 

* 

has  aided  these  villains  to  accomplish  their  unholy  designs; 
and  unscrupulously  averred  that  he  acted  from  the  impulse  of 
Heaven’s  dictation,  while  endeavoring  to  rob  virtuous  fe¬ 
males  of  their  chastity. 

"It  can b e  proven  that  one  of  Joe  Smith’s  bosom  friends 
has  been  guilty  of  passing  counterfeit  money;  knowing  it  to 
be  such,  having  been  detected  in  the  act  of  brightening  it, 
in  order  to  give  it  currency. 

"It  car^ire  proven  that  William  W.  Phelps,  who  swore  that 
Smith  and  his  clan  w ere  guilty,  in  Missouri,  of  deeds  black 
as  ever  w ere  conceived  in  the  brain  of  Satan  himself,  is  now 
the  bosom  friend,  and  confidential  clerk  of  the  Prophet-- 
thus  proving  one  of  two  things;  either  that  Smith  has  a  per¬ 
jured  villain  for  his  most  intimate  associate,  or  that  he 
himself  has  been  guilty  of  acts  that  w  ould  disgrace  Nero, 
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,fIt  can  b  e  proven  that  Jo.  Smith  has  knocked  down  a 
quiet  and  peaceful  citizen  of  this  county b  ecause  as  an  officer 
he  was  not  afraid  to  do  his  duty;  and  they  screened  himself 
from  the  just  punishment  of  the  law,  by  a  sham  trial  amongst 
his  minions, 

"It  can  be  proven,  that  repeatedly.  Smith  has  been  wrest¬ 
ed  from  the  officers  of  the  law,  and  the  law  set  at  defiance, 
its  officers  insulted  and  mal-treated  by  his  willing  cats- 
paws--the  Municipal  Court  of  Nauvoo, 

"It  canb  e  proven,  that  Smith  swore  that  he  believed  a 
respectable  citizen  guilty  of  murder;  thus  subjecting  him  to 
a  degrading  and  insulting  investigation;  while  at  the  same 
time,  not  one  particle  of  evidence  could  be  produced  against 
him--not  even  a  shadow  on  which  to  found  a  suspicion, 

"It  can  be  proven,  that  Smith  and  his  coadjutors  have 
propagated  the  doctrine,  that  a  man  may  have  spiritual  wives— 
thus  by  a  cunning  stroke  of  priest-craft,  throwing  wide  open 
the  door  for  every  species  of  licentiousness,  that  can  dis¬ 
grace,  or  degrade  a  community, 

"It  can  be  proven,  that  many  of  the  leaders  in  Nauvoo, 
have  spiritual  wives,"  by  which  means,  females  have  been  so 
debased,  as  unblushingly  to  boast  of  their  connection  with 
Mormon  Elders,  and  with  pride  point  to  the  fathers  of  their 
illigitimate  offspring, 

"In  addition  to  these,  it  is  a  notorious  fact,  that,  the 
city  council  of  Nauvoo,  acting  under  the  direction  of  Jo, 

Smith,  have  at  sundry  times,  passed  a  set  of  ordinances  in¬ 
tended  to  screen  the  inhabitants  of  Nauvoo,  from  the  operation 
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of  the  State  Laws —  requiring  all  criminal  process  to  be  endors¬ 
ed  by  Smith,  acting  as  Mayro,  before  it  can  be  executed  in 
the  city — threatening  state  officers,  (although  commanded  by 
a  State  Warrant,  )  who  go  to  Nauvoo,  to  arrest  Smith,  or  any 
other  person,  for  acts  committed  in  Missouri,  with  imprison¬ 
ment  for  lif e--sub jecting  all  persons  who  visited  Nauvoo,  eith¬ 
er  on  rbusiness,  or  otherwise  to  an  annoying  examination  by 
the  police  officers  of  the  city,  and  if  their  impertonent 
questions  are  not  answered  satisfactorily  they  are  to  b e  taken 
up  as  vagrants  and  vagabonds--repealing  the  Marriage  License 
Laws  of  the  State,  so  far  as  Nauvoo  is  concerned,  and  sub¬ 
stituting  instead  an  ordinance  of  the  city,  whereby  no  license 
for  marriage  is  required--giving  The  Municipal  Court  the  power 
to  issue  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  in  all  cases  whereby  the 
inhabitants  of  the  city,  shall  be  arrested  under  the  Laws  of 
the  State. 

"  '^hese  are  only  a  part  of  the  flagrant  outrages  on  de¬ 
cency, - rights  of  other  citizens,  committed  on  Holy 

brotherhood  at  Nauvoo.  And  Mr.  Telegraph,  with  these  facts 
staring  in  the  face,  can  you  blame  us  for  opposition  to  this 
unholy  clan;  even  if  the  opposition  does  produce  excitement? 

If  so,  you  are  to  blame  for  exposing  blacklegs,  counterfeiters, 
and  thieves,1' 

THE  WARSAW  SIGNAL,  New  Series,  No.  11.  Whole  No.  128,  P.  2. 
Warsa w,  Illinois,  April  25,  1844.  Sharp  and  Head  Publishers, 


"THE  MORMONS. --file  Lee  County  Democrat  is  beginning  to 
make  itself  heard  in  opposition  to  the  villainous  fanatics  of 
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Nauvoo.  The  editor  says: 

«> 

”  ’A  gentleman  residing  at  Nauvoo  called  on  us  this  week, 
and  in  the  course  of  conversation  about  the  Hodges,  said  he 
was  persuaded  that  the  man  who  killed  Irvine  Hodges  is  well 
known  to  many  of  the  elect  in  that  place. 

,f0ur  informant,  who  is  a  Mormon,  speaks  in  bitter  terms 
of  conduct  of  the  He  aders  at  Nauvoo,  and  regrets  his  inabili¬ 
ty  to  leave  the  place.  To  use  his  own  language  ’it  is  a  per¬ 
fect  pandemonium,  and  the  wrath  of  an  offended  God  will  in¬ 
evitably  descent  upon  it  sooner  or  later!1' 

"Proofs  multiply  so  rapidly,  of  the  many  acts  of  villain- 
y  which  are  perpetrated,  or  originated  in  Nauvoo,  that  our 
decided  opinion  is,  that  the  presence  of  the  Mormons  is  in- 
compatible  with  the  safety  and w ell  being  of  those  in  their 
vicinity. ’ " 

WARSAW  SIGNAL.  Vol.  Missing,  P.  2.  Warsaw,  Illinois,  Sept. 

17,  1845.  Sharp  &  Galloway. 

*r*'T*'T  <r  a  «r  iw*"  tC 

"Mormons  in  Lee  County. --A  large  Mass  Meeting  was  held 
at  Montrose,  on  the  1st  inst.,  by  the  people  of  Lee  county. 

A  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose,  set  forth  the  dangerous 
tendency  of  having  so  many  Mormons  as  ho v/  reside  in  their 
county  as  neighbors,  and  in  most  appropriate  and  respectful 
language  requested  all  the  resident  mormons  of  Lee  county  to 
join  their  brethren  in  Nauvoo,  and  remove  ’to  some  point  so 
remote  that  there  will  be  no  need  of  dif f iculty  b etween  the 
people.’  The  causes  of  such  requests  are  sufficiently  abund¬ 


ant  and  a  re  eloquently  set  forth  in  the  proceedings,  and  we 
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hope  nothing  may  occur  to  prevent  the  objects  of  the  meeting 
from  being  speedily  consummated. " 

BURLINGTON  HAWKEYE.  Vol.  7,  No.  21,  P.  2.  Oct.  16,  1845. 
Burlington,  Iowa.  Edv/ards  &  Broadwell. 

\/  w  y  .<»  w  w  w 

,f  There  appears  to  b  e  a  great  deal  of  hatred  and  ani¬ 
mosity  existing  between  the  Carthageneans  and  the  "Latter 
Day  Saints,"  which  will,  if  not  soon  quelled,  break  out  in 
a  general  rupture  and  cause  some  blood  to  be  shet.  A  threat 
has  been  made  by  the  latter  to  fire  the  town  and  lay'  it  in 
ashes,  while  that  of  the  former  at  their  meeting  passed 
strong  and  war-like  resolutions  to  r  epel  all  attacks  that 
may  be  made." 

LEE  COUNTY  DEMOCRAT  Vol.  3,  No.  30;  Whole  No.  134,  P.  2. 

Fort  Madison,  I.T.  Saturday,  February  10,  1844.  R.  Wilson 
Albright. 

/C'C* »**»**«*  ’/C*  wv" 

"A  TEMP EST  IN  A  TEAPOT" 

"We  have  just  learned  that  the  great  Anti-Mormon,  meet¬ 
ing  at  Carthage,  Illinois  came  off  on  Wednesday  last.  Much 
excitement  prevailed  during  the  meeting,  many  speeches  were 
made,  and  a  number  of  resolutions  adopted.  Among  other 
things  it  v/ as  resolved  that  there  should  be  no  more  "revela¬ 
tions"  about  election  times,  or  if  so,  that  the  Mormons  must 
depart  from  the  county.  Indeed  we  have  heard  that  a  commit¬ 
tee  had  been  appointed  by  the  meeting  to w arn  them  to  leave. 
The  meeting  numbered  about  500  to  600  persons.  The  M0rmons 
can  poll  in  Hancock  county  about  2000  or  3000  votes.  Rather 
too  great  a  number  to  b  e  much  alarmed  by  their  Carthagenian 
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brethren . 

LEE  COUNTY  DEMOCRAT.  Vol.  3,  No.  8,  Whole  No.  112,  P.  2. 

Fort  Madison,  I.T.,  Saturday,  September  9,  1843,  R.  Wilson 
Albright. 

A  */>**<'>*"  <T  "  "itT”  r 

"....  Hyrum  directed  (word  gone)  against  the  PRESS;  and 
in  relation  to  the  Editor  of  this  paper,  he  made  use  of  the 
following  language:  "We  had  better  send  a  message  to  long 
nosed  Sharp,  that  if  he  does  not  look  out  he  might  be  visited 

with  a  PINCH  OF  SNUFF,  that  will  make  him  SNEEZE. "  At  this 
burst  of  oratory,  the  council  were  convulsed;  vjith  laughter. 

"In  r  elation\to  our  press  he  said,  "If  any  person  would  go 
to  Warsaw,  boldly,  in  daylight,  and  BREAK  the  PRESS  of  the 
SIGNAL  OFFICE,  with  a  sledge  hammer,  he  would  BEAR  HIM  OUT  in 
it,  if  it  cost  him  his  farm.  He  could  only  be  taken  with  a 
warrant,  at  any  rate  and  what  GOOD  will  That  DO?" 

"These  extracts  will  show,  the  Rulers  of  Nauvoo,  have  dof¬ 
fed  their  saintly  robes,  and  have  come  out  in  their  true 
characters  of  Hellish  Fiends.  Yes]  Hyrum,  Joe  &  are  as  truly 
Devils,  as  though  they  had  served  an  apprenticeship  of  half 
of  eternity  in  the  Infernal  Pit. 

"And  now  Hyrum  in  relation  to  your  threats;  we  wish  no 
better  sport  than  you  should  send  your  minions  here  to  destroy 
our  press.  Let  them  Cornell  WE  ARE  ANXIOUS JJ 1  As  regards 


your  threats  of  our  person,  we  scorn  them.  WE  DEFY  YOU,  and 
YOUR  hosts  1  Recollect  that  our  death  will  be  AVENGED! J J J  You, 


■ 


Devil  as  you  are,  cannot  intimidate  us*  We  will  write  and 


publish  what  w  e  please  and  as  we  please . ” 

WARSAW  SIGNAL,  WARSAL,  ILLINOIS,  Sharp  and  Head,  Vol,  No., 
Page  missing,  June  (day  missing)  1844, 

*A  A  <  *< »* *  C"  »*  ’  **  *  »*  "  %“ 

’’The  Mormons  have  nominated  a  full  ticket  for  county  of¬ 
ficers  of  their  own  religious  Denomination,  in  the  county  of 
Hancock.  They  intend  either  to  rule  or  ruin.” 

THE  ALTON  TELEGRAPH  &  DEMOCRATIC  REVIEW.  By  Jno.  Bailhache. 
Vol.  7,  No.  24,  Page.  2,  Sat.,  June  11,  1842. 


”It  is  stated  that  Hyram  Smith,  a  brother  of  Joe,  was 
in  the  loco  foco  Convention,  held  at  Rock  Island,  which  nomi¬ 
nated  Mr.  Hoge  for  Congress,  and  that  Smith  said  he  had  a 
revelation  from  God,  that  2,000  Mormon  votes  would  be  cast 
for  Hoge I  What  blasphemy]” 

SANGAMO  JOURNAL.  Vol.  15,  No.  44,  Whole  No.  668,  P.  2,  Sprin 
field.  Ill.  June  13,  1844.  S.  Francis. 

LP/i.W»  _V,  ,<f- 

*  f  IWV  V  A*  A  A 

’’From  the  St.  Louis  New  Eral' 

’’THE  VERY  THING.  ” 

’’The  Warsaw  Signal  insists  that  it  is  impossible  for 
the  Mormons  and  the  Anti-Mormons  to  live  together  in  the  same 
county:  that  one  party  or  the  other  must  remove.  The  Phila¬ 
delphia  Inquirer  asked  for  what  reason?  Why  should  the  Mor¬ 
mons  be  driven  from  their  lands  and  tenements?  What  crimes 
are  charged  against  them — or  rather,  of  what  crimes  a  re  they 
guilty?  V/ ill  some  of  our  firneds  of  the  St.  Louis  press 
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throw  light  upon  the  subject?  Do  the  Mormons  violate  the 
lav/s  of  Illinois--and  if  so,  do  the  authorities  refuse  to 
punish  them?--Pitts .  Spirit  of  the  Age. 

"The  reason  why  the  Mormons  and  the  anti-Mormons  cannot 
live  together  is  this;  the  Mormons  are  governed  by  their 
religious  leaders,  their  fanatical  prophets  and  priests.  The 
religious  leaders  are  also  their  civil  magistrates,  and  con¬ 
trol  the  actions  &  votes  of  the  people  withdespotic  sway. 

The  religious  imposters  who  govern  them,  possess  unbounded 
power  and  influence  over  the  whole  fanatical  horde,  and  can 
make  them  vote  in  mass  for  any  particular  condidate,  or  do 
any  other  act  that  may  b  e  considered  advantageous  to  their 
church.  The  Mormons  implicitly  believe  in  the  absurd  pre¬ 
tentions  of  their  imposter  Is  aders;  their  supernatural  in¬ 
fluences;  their  authorative  revelations  from  Heaven;  their 
power  to  work  miracles,  and  submit  to  their  dangerous  as¬ 
sumptions  of  their  power  to w ork  miracles,  and  submit  to 
their  dangerous  assumptions  of  power.  This  gives  to  their 
clergyman  unlimited  influence  over  the  mass  of  'their  fol¬ 
lowers,  and  enables  them  to  secure  their  aid  in  the  per¬ 
petration  of  any  crime;  and  then  their  superior  numbers, 
and  the  clanish  spirit  with  which  they  cling  together  and 
support  one  another,  secures  to  them  complete  impunity.  The 
majority  possessed  by  the  Mormons  in  that  county  enables  them 
to  select  their  own  County  Courts;  their  own  Sheriffs  and 
Constables;  their  own  city  Mayro,  and  their  own  county,  town¬ 
ship  and  city  offices,  of  every  kind;  and  also  to  summon 
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grand  juries  and  pettit  juries  devoted  the  success  of  Mormon- 
ism.  If  a  mormon  steals  a  horse,  or  commits  other  crime,  the 
prosecution  against  him  is  considered  a  persecution  and  he 
will  not  be  arrested,  or  will  be  illegally  discharged  by 
habeas  corpus:  or  if  he  go  to  trial,  he  will  escape  through 
the  intervention  of  the  grand  or  pettit  jury. 

"The  Mormons  are  priest-ridden  by  the  fanatical  leaders 
who  control  them,  to  such  an  extent,  that  they  are  utterly 
unfit  to  r  eside  in  the  same  community  with  other  citizens. 
Their  belief  in  the  heavenly  authority  of  their  Prophets  or 
Apostles,  renders  them  fit  tools  for  the  commission  of  any 
crime.  Their  prejudices  and  hostility  against  the  Gentiles, 
as  they  c  all  the  other  citizens  of  the  country:  are  most  in¬ 
veterate  and  implacable,  and  will  doubtless  befelt  with  great 
force,  now,  when  they  have  the  power  of  the  county  in  their 
hands.  If  they  have  the  election  of  all  the  officers  of  the 
county,  and  the  selection  of  all  the  juries,  a  Gentile  would 
have  but  little  chance  for  justice  in  a  ny  controversy,  civil 
or  criminal  with  a  mormon.  Many  of  the  Mormons  have  made 
their  cause  odious  by  boasts,  that  they  were  the  Lord’s  pecu¬ 
liar  people--that  this  v/as  the  promised  land--that  the  Lord 
had  given  to  t  hem  this  whole  country,  and  would  drive  the 
Gentiles  out  before  them-- that  the  destroying  angels  would 
fight  for  them-- that  in  the  day  of  their  awful  victory  over 
the  Gentiles,  there  would  be  a  gore  of  blood  from  the  Allegh¬ 
any  to  the  Rocky  Mountains--that  the  Mormons  would  then  ride 
over  the  land  through  the  blood  of  the  Gentiles  up  to  their 


horses  bridles,  and  that  they  would  then  possess  the  entire 
country, 

"These  are  a  sample  of  the  reported  boastings,  menaces, 
and  prophecies  of  the  Mormons,  that  both  in  Missouri  and  Il¬ 
linois,  excited  the  surrounding  inhabitants  against  them. 

Their  feelings  were  still  further  excited  by  the  threats  that 
were  said  to  have  been  freely  made  by  the  Mormons,  that  they 
would  effectually  poison  all  the  springs  and  wells  of  the 
surrounding  Gentiles,  so  as  to  utterly  exterminate  them. 

"One  cause  of  the  bitter  array  of  the  citizens  against 
the  Mormons  is,  that  they  themselves  first  arrayed  themselves 
against  the  Gentiles,  They  came  into  the  country,  and  in¬ 
stead  of  trying  to  form  a  component  part  of  the  community, 
they  set  themselves  up  as  a  separate  people,  peculiar  for 
holiness  and  the  favor  of  heaven,  and  they  branded  all  others 
as  Gentiles.  This  array  and  separation  on  their  part  soon 
caused  a  counter  array  on  the  part  of  all  other  citizens.  It 
has  always  been  and  always  will  be  the  case  that  v/hen  a  set 
of  people  come  into  a  country  and  undertake  to  array  them¬ 
selves  as  a  s  eparate  and  peculiar  people,  that  very  course  of 
conduct  arrays  the  rest  of  the  community  against  them.  We  do 
not  desire  to  see  any  further  outbreaks  with  the  Mormons,  and 
would  greatly  prefer  that  they  and  the  citizens  who  are 
their  neighbors  might  live  in  peace.  We  have  only  spoken  of 
the  causes  that  have  produced  those  violent  outbreaks  hereto¬ 
fore,  and  of  the  probability  of  similar  causes  producing  simi¬ 
lar  effects  hereafter,  if  the  separate  array  and  organization 
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of  the  Mormons  shall  b  e  kept  up  and  persisted  in.  We  speak 
of  events  that  we  consider  unavoidable,  and  not  of  such  as  we 
approve  and  desire  to  happen.” 

THE  WARSAW  SIGNAL,  P.  2.  Warsaw,  Illinois.  Vol.  No.,  Late  miss¬ 
ing.  (Probably  July  or  August,  1844).  Sharp  &  Head. 

” . ...  If  we  could  feel  any  confidence  in  their  honesty,  we 
would  be  silent,  but  when  our  court  is  placed  completely 
under  the  control  of  an  unprincipled  faction  at  Nauvoo,  with 
Mormon  officers.  Mormon  jurors,  and  Mormon  witnesses,  we  ask, 
sir,  with  serious  concern  what  can  the  anti-Mormon  citizens 
of  Hancock  county  expect?  They  have  rendered  themselves  high¬ 
ly  obnoxious  to  their  troublesome  neighbors,  by  their  determin¬ 
ed  and  many  efforts  to  preserve  their  rights.  Many  of  them 
are  already  marked  as  fit  subjects  for  vengeance  and  they  ex¬ 
pect  Mormon  justice.  .... 

”  •  .  •  .We  w  ould  assure  you,  in  the  most  positive  manner, 
that  we  are  not  opposing  a  religious  sect,  as  such;  with  the 
mormon  r  eligion  merely  as  a  system  of  theology,  we  have  at 
present  nothing  to  do.  Nor  have  our  difficulties  grown  out 
of  any  political  considerations  as  we  are  advised  that  some 
evil  disposed  persons  have  asserted.  If,  as  we  fear  is  the 
case,  any  individuals  have  r  epresented  this  to  your  Excellency 
as  a  political  movement  on  the  part  of  either  party,  we  can 
only  repudiate  their  statements  and  caution  you  to  distrust 
their  counsel.” 

THE  WARSAW  SIGNAL  New  Series  No.  21,  Whole  No.  138,  P.  1, 


Warsaw,  Illinois,  July  10,  1844, 


- 
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#%  *%  "  r  */»** r%*  /V* *  «T* r »'  *»* 

"Gen.  Joseph  Smith,  of  the  Nauvoo  Legion,  is  announced 
in  the  Nauvoo  paper,  as  a  candidate  for  President  of  the 
United  States.  Y/e  also  hear  it  stated  that  General  Hyram 
Smith  will  be  a  candidate  for  Congress  for  the  sixth  district." 
SANGAMO  JOURNAL.  Vol.  13,  No.  29,  Y/hole  No.  653,  P.  2. 
Springfield,  Ill.,  Feb.  29,  1844.  S.  Francis. 


"Another  candidate  for  the  Presidency  has  entered  the 
field.  This  important  personage  is  the  Prophet  of  the  "Latter 
Day  Saints,"  Gen.  JOSEPH  SMITH.  V i/e  have  not  learnt  whether 
he  intends  to  submit  his  claims  to  a  National  Convention,  or 
whether  he  will  run  upon  his  own  hook.  We  judge  from  the  re¬ 
marks  of  his  own  organ,  that  he  considers  himself  a  full  team 
for  the  v/hole  of  them." 

LEE  COUNTY  DEMOCRAT.  Vol.  3,  No.  33,  Whole  No.  137,  P.  2. 

Fort  Madison,  I.T.,  Saturday,  March  2,  1844,  R.  Wilson  Al¬ 
bright. 

_y  <  t  \  f  v  w 

/ «T *>" *ir »*“ i v"  a  W"  * 

"CHURCH  AND  STATE.  " 

"In  the  tfauvoo  Neighbor,  Y/e  find  a  long  list  of  the  names 
of  Elders  of  the  Churches  in  the  different  states  of  the  Uni¬ 
on;  at  the  conclusion  of  v/hich,  they  are  instructed  in  these 
words,  to  "preach  the  truth  in  righteousness,  and  present  be¬ 
fore  the  people,  "General  Joseph  Smithes  views  of  the  powers 
and  policy  of  the  General  Government,"  and  seek  dilligently 

to  get  up  electors  v/ho  will  go  for  him  for  the  Presidency" 

That's  it  Jo J  "Preach  the  truth  in  righteousness,  and  go 
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for  me  for  Presidency.  Thats Mormonism  disguised.  First 
preach  the  gospel,  and  thereby  gull  the  people,  and  then 
fleece  them  of  their  money,  or  induce  them  to  elevate  me  to 
off ice . "--That  is  the  sum  and  substance  of  all  your  teachings. 
Ain!t  it  Jo?M 

THE  Y/ARSAW  SIGNAL,  New  Series,  No.  11.  Whole  No.  128,  P.  2. 
Yvarsaw , Illinois,  April  25,  1844.  Sharp  and  Head,  Publishers. 


"FROM  THE  NAUVQO  NEIGHBOR." 

"PUBLIC  MEETING." 

"Yesterday  at  ten  o'clock  A.M.,  a  Public  Meeting  was  held 
in  the  large  room  over  Gen.  Smith's  Store,  for  the  purpose 
of  consulting  upon  measures  for  the  furtherance  of  our  designs 
in  the  next  Presidential  e lection. 

"The  meeting  was  addressed  in  a  very  spirited  manner  by 
several  g  entlemen  present  setting  forth  our  grievances,  our 
rights  our  numbers,  and  our  political  influence.  From  the 
statements  presented,  v;e  have  no  reason  to  doubt,  but  that  we 
can  bring,  independent  of  any  other  party,  from  two  to  five 
hundred  thousand  voters,  into  the  field.  Several  g entlemen 
were  nominated  to  attend  to  the  Baltimore  Convention  to  make 
overtures  to  that  body. 

"it  was  resolved,  that  a  State  convention  be  held  in 
the  City  of  Nauvoo,  on  the  second  day  of  May  next. 

"Mr.  W.W.  Phelps,  moved  that  the  proceedings  of  this  meet¬ 
ing  be  published  in  the  Nauvoo  Neighbor,  with  a  request  that 
the  State  Register,  Sangamo  Journal,  and  all  other  papers  in 


1  J 


200. 


in  the  State,  publish  the  same. 

JOHN  TAYLOR,  President. 

‘  -  .  WM.  CLAYTON,  Clerk. 

“Since  our  paper  went  to  press  there  has  been  another 
meeting  held,  at  which  it  was 

“Resolved,  That  the  State  Convention  to  be  held  in  this 
city  be  postponed  till  Friday  t he  17th  day  of  May:  and  that 
each  county  in  the  state  be  r  equested  to  send  one  or  two 
delegates  to  said  Convention,  to  whom  the  hospitalities  of 
the  citizens  of  the  city  will b  e  tendered. “ 

SANG  AMO  JOURNAL.  Vol.  13,  No.  42.  Whole  No.  666,  May  30,  1844. 
Page,  1.  Springfield,  Ill.  S.  Francis. 

4\  A  A  /V  A  IV  M  A 

“THE  NAUVOO  BLOCK  AND  TACKLE “ 

“Mr.  Editor: --I  have  frequently  noticed  in  the  columns 
of  your  paper,  articles  concerning  the  doctrine  of  Spiritual 
Wives,  a  part  of  the  Mormon  creed.  Nothing  as  yet  has  come 
to  my  view  which  gave  entire  satisfaction;  and  as  it  is  my 
turn  now,  just  command  silence  for  a  few  moments  that  I  may 
have  a  hearing. 

“In  the  year  1834,  at  Kirtland,  Ohio,  the  aforemention¬ 
ed  step  in  the  heavenly  stairway  was  located.  $uch  excite¬ 
ment  gr ew  out  of  this  measure;  many  of  the  Saints  demurred, 
and  the  more  knowing  ones  readily  perceived  that  it  was  en¬ 
tirely  too  liberal  in  its  provisions--even  to  be  constitu¬ 
tional,  In  a  word,  the  Saints  rejected  it;  only  a  few  of  the 
more  licentious  delighting  in  it.  The  Doctrine  was  hushed  up, 
as  being  sent  before  its  time--for  be  it  known  that  Mormonism 


. 
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is  a  system  of  progression.  The  next  glimpse  I  obtained  of 
this  hellish  Spiritual  Wife  doctrine,  was  in  the  year  1836, 
just  on  the  eve  of  hostilities  in  Missouri.  The  presence  of 
the  enemy  furnished  subjects  for  Reflection,  to  the  exclus¬ 
ion  of  the  old  eye- sore  for  the  second  time.  But  iniquity 
never  lies  dormant. --No  sooner  did  prosperity  smile  upon  the 
fraternity  in  Nauvoo,  than  the  secret  workings  of  the  same 
faction  v;  ere  set  in  motion.  Success  attends  perseverance 
and  success  emboldens  the  culprit.  Such  seems  to  be  results 
in  the  present  discontent  made  glorious----sudden  appearance 
of  the  Spirit  of - compromize  act,  which  s  erves  two  pur¬ 

poses,  viz:  is  a  cloak  to  the  Spiritual  Wife  system,  and  cures 
the  indolent  saints  of  the  Spring  Fever--a  very  prevalent  and 
fatal  malady  in  the  latitude  of  Nauvoo.  It  is  generally  known 
that  the  Mormons  are  erecting  a  Temple,  in  fulfilment  (sic) 
of  a  revelation  which  brother  Joe  delivered  to  his  followers 
in  1841.  It  appears  that  the  time  allowed  for  said  work  has 
been  nearly  exhausted,  and  the  work  not  half  completed.-- 
What  are  the  consequences  if  no  Temple  is  erected  in  the  al¬ 
lotted  time?  Friend  Joe  tells  his  sycophants  that  they  will  be 
rejected,  and  their  dead  with  them.  This  failed  in  producing 
the  necessary  energy.  The  emergency w  as g reat  and  there  w as 
a  call  for  measures  adapted  to  the  case.  Counsel  met-- anxiety 

seized  the  public  mind  and  all  seemed  lost  in  anticipation. 

/ 

Counsel  adjourned- -and  the  following  became  the  order  of  the 
Kingdom:  It  is  the  privlege  of  the  saints  to  be  united  to 

their  better  half  in  time  for  eternity;  and  they  c  ante  sealed 
up  to  e  ternal  felicity  in  the  celestial  kingdom.  Of  course 


' 
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this  was  very  a  cceptable  ,  and  productive  of  great  joy,  parti¬ 
cularly  among  the  firm  Smithites.  The  Patriarch  of  the  church 
is  the  only  one  who  officiates  in  these  matters,  and  he  com¬ 
plains  of  being  bothered  by  applications,  but  some  difficult 
questions  are  more  his  evil  genius  than  many  applications. --- 
But  to  the  qualification.  Brother  S.  desires  to  be  united  to 
his  wife  for  eternity,  and  in  order  some  one  entitled  to 
give  the  same,  and  to  his  mortification,  he  learns  that  he 
cannot  be  benefited  in  this  way  until  his  tithing  is  paid  on 
the  Temple--which  is  every t enth  day,  a nd  a  tenth  of  all  his 
property.  The  prize  is  too  g reat  to  lose,  so  the  tithing  is 
paid  over  into  the  hands  of  the  Trustee  in  Trust,  and  brother 
S.  and  wife  are  united  for  eternity,  who  depart  rejoicing. 

But  there  are  difficulties  in  the  way.  If  the  man,  who  is  the 
head  of  the  family,  falls  from  grace,  his  wife  is  drawn  down 
by  him  to  the  dark  caverns  of  the  damned,  be  she  as  pure  as 
the  angels  of  light.  Why  so?  Because  the  commission  of  the 
Patriarch  says —  Whatsoever  ye  bind  on  earthshall  be  bound  in 
Heaven',  &c.  The  next  thing  in  order  is  to  provide  against 
the  danger  of  falling  from  grace.  Oh]  I  canr emedy  that,  says 
Mr.  Patriarch.  How?  enquires  brother  S.  By  s ealing  you  up 
to  e  ternal  f  elicitv  in  the  celestial  kingdom,  afterwhich,  if 
you  do  sin,  your  body  w  ill  b  e  given  to  the  buffetings  of 
Satan,  that  your  soul  may  be  saved  in  the  day  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 
Well,  Mr,  Patriarch,  says  S. ,  I  and  my  old  lady  will  be  down  to 
see  you  in  a  day  or  so.  They  fulfil  their  promise.,  with  a 
view  to  be  sealed  up  to  eternal  life;  but  mark  the  chagrin  and 
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mortification  of  brother  S.  when  informed  by  the  Patriarch 
that  no  one  canb  e  sealed  up  until  the  Temple  is  completed 
and  the  Priest’s  obtain  their  annointings.  This  settles  the 
matter,  and  marks  out  the  only  course  to  be  adopted  by  the 
Saints--Viz:  Complete  the  Temple.  Pay  your  tithing,  and  get 
married  for  eternity--f inish  the  Temple,  and  be  s  ealed  up  to 
eternal  glory.  Just  in  proportion  to  the  desire  of  these 
blessings  do  v/  e  see  energy  in  paying  tithings  and  voluntary 
services  b  estowed  on  that  to-be  cathedral. — No  w  onder  the 
work  is  delayed,  since  such  is  the  order.  Each  male  member 
pays  yearly  a  tithing  of  36J-  days  labor.  Three  years  have 
been  spent  on  that  work,  and  there  is  yet  sufficient  un¬ 
finished  $ork  laid  out  to  consume  another- -making  the  tithing 
of  each  man.  146  day’s  labor.  At  one  dollar  per  day,  the  am¬ 
ount  paid  in  that  time  by  each  is  $146.  Now  if  there  is  as 
many  members  as  are  boasted  of  (100,000  and  one-fifth  are 
tithers  the  sum  v/ould  be  $2,920,000.  But  enough  of  this  for 
the  present.  One  item  more  and  close.  In  1833  a  revelation 
v;as  received,  pointing  out  a  system  byw  hich  to  provide  for 
the  poor.  The  means  were  to  come  from  the  rich — be  delivered 
to t he  Bishop  of  the  church--and  by  him  deposited  in  the 
Lord’s  Store  House-- , there  to  remain  until  demanded  by  the 
needy.  It  is  useless  to  say  that  no  Store  House  has  ever  been 
built--notwithstanding  many  have  perished  for  the  want  of  the 
necessary  comforts  of  life--and  that  too  in  the  city  of  the 
saints--where  the  gift  of  discernment  is  prated  upon  as  being 
in  the  possession  of  the  wise  and  good,  end  where  hundreds  en- 


- 


joy  all  the  luxuries  they  desire.  Shame  on  such  a  system  of 
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things . 


AN  EXILE." 


THE  WARSAW  SIGNAL,  New  Series  No.  11,  Whole  No.  128,  Page  2. 
V/arsaw,  Illinois,  April,  2  5,  1844.  Sharp  a  nd  Head,  Publishers. 

%/  .*>  W  _v_  \f_  << 

*\*  4\  /Ol  A  «»*  A 


"THE  BUCKEY 1 S  FIRST  EPISTLE  TO  JO." 

-1- 

"Friend  Jo,  I  have  been  told  of  late. 
That  you  had  got  it  in  your  plate 
A  certain  chief,  to  vent  his  hate. 

Had  learned  to  sing; 

And  had  turn’d  out  a  poet  great. 

Or  some  such  thing. 

-2- 

"Because  the  "Warsaw  Message"  came 
V/ith  tidings  from  that  state  of  f  ame. 
Like  some  great  herald  to  proclaim 

Your  wicked  ways. 

Your  t.yrany ,  your  sin  and  shame , 

In  the se  last  days. 

-3- 

" V/ith  Buckey’s  trumpet  sounding  clear. 
That  Democrat  and  Whig  might  hear, 

And  Prie st-rid  Mormons,  who  in  fear, 

Bow  down  to  thee; 

That  there  is  still  one  child  who  dare 


and  v/ ill  be  free. 
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-4- 

"That  Buckeye  child  lives  in  Nauvoo, 

And  some  there  are,  who  know  how  true 
A  friend,  he  ever  was  to  you. 

In  days  that’s  past. 
Still  slanders  base  around  you  threw 

Fair  fame  to  blast, 

-5- 

"Till  for  himself  he’s  farily  seen 
That  you  were  not  w  hat  you  had  been. 

But  that  iniquity  you’d  sereen 

In  every  way; 

And  from  fair  virtue’s  paths  did  lean 

Vile  plans  to  lay, 

-6- 

r,Have  you  forgot  the  snare  you  laid 
For  Nancy,  (lovely  Buckeye  Maid?) 

With  all  your  priestly  arts  array’d 

Her  to  seduce; 

Assisted  by  that  wretched  bawd 

Who  kept  the  house, 
s 

-7- 

HBut  she,  in  virtues  armour  steel’d, 

V/ as  proof  against  what  you  reveal  ’  d 
And  to  your  doctrines  would  not  yield 

The  least  belief; 
Although  the  scriptures  you  did  wield 


In  your  relief. 
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-8- 

"And  v/hen  you  saw,  she  would  detest 
Such  doctrines,  in  her  noble  breast; 

And  did  despise  the  man,  ’the  priest; 

\  Who  taught  them  too 

A  sallown  yellow,  lustful b  east. 

Poor  Jo,  like  you. 

-Q- 

" ’Twas  then  you  chang’d  your  lovers  sighs. 
And  vengeful  hate  flash’d  in  your  eyes 
»«hen  you  found  out  she  did  despise 

You  as  a  man; 

So  took  to  circulating  lies. 

Your  usual  plan. 

-10- 

f,Just  that  you  might  destroy  her  fame. 

And  give  to  her  a  ruin’d  name. 

So  that  if  she  should  ever  proclaim 

What  you  had  tried; 

Your  friends  might  turn  on  her  the  shame 

And  say  she  lied. 

-11- 

!f  But  Joe,  in  this  you  f  airly  fail’d. 
Though  you  her  father's  house  assail’d 
She  met  you f  ace  to  f ace;  you  quail’d 

Before  her  frown. 

And  like  a  counterfeit  she  nail’d 


You  tightly  d  own- 
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-12- 

” Although  you  tried,  by  priestly  power 
To  make  this  gentle  creature  cower 
And  eat  her  words,  that  you  might  tower 
x  In  priestly  pride; 

But  strong  in  truth,  she  in  that  hour 

Told  you  you  lied. 

-13- 

MAnd  when  you  found  it  would  not  do. 

Then  like  a  coward  paltroon,  you 
Acknowledge  what  she  had  said,  w  as  true 

Unto  her  sire; 

But  then  you’d  nothing  more  in  view 

Than  just  to  try  her 

-14- 

uAnd  put  her  on  her  guard,  that  she 
Might  keep  herself  still  pure  and  free 


And  Joab  vile  — 

For  that  it  w  as  revealed  to  thee 

We  w  ould  beguile. 

-15- 

”0  Jo!  0  Jol’  thy  slanderous  tongue 
Some  burning  tears  from  me  have  wrung, 
And  I  had  thought’  have  held  my  tongue 
'  And  nothing  said- 

If  thou  hadst  but  repentance  shown 


And  shut  thy  head. 


"But  thy  repeated  slanders  vile 
Shall  not  be  long  borne  by  this  child 
Although  by  nature  he  is  mild, 
x  And  well  disposed; 

Thy  sins  fromc  ontinent  to  isle 

Shall  be  exposed. 

-17- 

"Missouri’s  deeds  shall  come  to  light 
Though  perpetrated  in  the  night, 

By  hirelings  who  thought  it  right 

To  da  thy  will — 

By  cabin  conflagration b right 

To  scalp  and  kill. 
-18- 

"Repent,  repent,  there  still  is  time  — 
And  add  no  more  dark  crime  to  crime. 
But  think  how  mighty  and  sublime 

Thy  calling  first-- 
And  in  black  sackcloth  bow  thee  down 

Low  in  the  dust-- 
-19- 

'  "And  put  away  far  from  thy  heart, 

Each  wicked,  sensual,  sinful  art; 

4>  r  ’  T  I  L  I  — 

And  f  rom  t  he  truth  no  more  depart 

long  a  s  you  live-- 
But  stop  and  piake  another  start, 

And  I’ll  forgive. 


■ 


-20- 
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"If  not,  your  dark  deeds  in  Nsuvoo, 

As  well  a s  In  Missouri  too-- 
Like  Hamlet ’  s  ghost  shall  rise  to  vi ew, 
v  V/ith  old  white  hat-- 

Then  tremble  tyrant,  for  but  few 

Will s  auction  that. 

-2L- 

"But  I  must  stop  this  long  epistle, 

,fMy  pen  is  worn  down  to  the  gristle," 

And  ’tis  the  poet’s  only  missil 

-  In  truth’s  relief — 

For,  be  it  known  to  all,  this  child 

Ain’t  yet  a  chief-- 
-22- 

"’Tho  he  his  lineage  can  trace 
Back  to  the  Bruce  and  Wallace  days. 

When  they  f  or  liberty  did  r  aise 

The  sword,  and  broke 
(As  I  intend  in  these  last  days) 

A  tyrants’  yoke." 

THE  WARSAW  SIGNAL,  New  Series,  No.  11,  Whole  No.  128,  P.  1. 
Warsaw,  Illinois,  April,  25,  1844.  Sharp  and  Head,  Publishers. 
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"BUOKEY  ’  S  LAMENTATION  FOR  WANT  OF 
MORE  WIVES." 


-1  - 


”1  once  thought  I  had  knowledge  great 
But  no v/  I  find  ftis  small; 

I  once  thought  I’d  Religion,  too. 

But  now  I  find  I’ve  none  at  aL  1 — 

For  I  have  but  ONE  LONE  WIFE, 

And  can  obtain  no  more; 

And  the  doctrine  is,  I  can’t  be  saved 
Unless  I’ve  HALF  A  SCORE’ 

-2- 

"The  NARROWGATE  that  Peter  Kept, 

In  .ages  long  ago. 

Is  locked  and  barred  since  he  gave  up 
The  keys  to  BEARDLESS  JO. 

And  Jo  proclaims  it  is  too  small. 

And  causes  great  delay. 

And  that  he  has  permission  got 
To  open  the  BROAD-WAY-. 

-3- 

"The  Narrow  gate  did  well  enough 
When  Peter,  James  and  John, 

Did  lead  the  Saints  on  Zion-ward 
In  'SINGLE  FILE  along: 

When  bachelors,  like  good  old  Paul, 
Could  win  the  glorious  prize 

And  MAIDS  without  a  MARRIAGE-RITE, 


Reach  "mansions  in  the  skies. 


it 


"But  we  have  other  teaching  now. 

Of  great  glories  far; 

Hoy;  a  SINGLE  GLORY’S  nothing  more 
Than  some  lone  twinkling  star. 

A  -TWO-FOLD  glory's  like  the  moon. 

That  shines  so  bright  at  night. 
Reflecting  from  her  gracious  Lord 
Whatever  he  thinks  right. 

-5- 

"A  TEN  FOE)  glory — that's  the  prize  I 

/ 

Without  it  you’re  undone! 

But  with  it  you  v/ill  shine  as  bright 
As  the  bright  shining  sun. 

There  you  may  shine  like  a  mighty  Gods 
Creating  v/orlds  so  fair-- 
At  least  a  WORLD  for  every  WIFE 
That  you  take  with  you  there. 

-6- 

11  The  man  that  has  got  ten  f  air  v;ives, 
TEN  v/orlds  he  may  create; 

And  he  that  has  got  less  than  this. 
Will  find  a  bitter  fate. 

The  one  or  two  that  he  might  have. 
He'll  be  deprived  of  then; 

And  they’ll  be  given  as  TALENTS  were 
To  him  v/ho  has  got  TEN. 

-7- 

’’And  ’tis  so  here,  in  this  sad  life-- 


Such  ills  you  must  endure-- 
Some  PRIEST  or  KING,  may  claim  your  w if e 
Because  that  you  a  re  poor. 

•  A  REVELATION  he  may  get-- 
x  Refuse  it  if  you  darel 
And  you’ll  be  damned  perpetually. 

But  our  good  LORD  the  MAYOR 1 1 

-8- 

"But  if  that  you  yi£ld  willingly, 

Yodr  daughters  and  your  v/ives. 

In  SPIRITUAL  MARRIAGE  to  our  Pope, 

He’ll  bless  you  all  your  lives; 

He’ll  SEAL  YOU  UP,  be  damned  you  can’t 
No  matter  what  you  do — 

If  that  you  only  stick  to  him. 

He  swears  he’ll  take  you  through, 

-Q- 

He’ll  Head  you  on  through  the  broad  gate 
Which  he  has  opened  wide-- 
In  SOLID  COLUMN  you  shall  march. 

And  enter  side  by  s ide. 

And  no  delay  you’ll  meet  with  there. 

But  "FORWARD  MARCH"  you  shall:-- 
For  he’s  not  only  our  LORD  Mayor 
But  Lord  Lieutenant-RAL. 

-10- 

"This  is  the  secret  doctrine  taught 
By  Jo  and  the  RED  RAMS — 


Although  in  public  they  deny-- 
But  then  'tis  all  a  sham. 

They  fear  the  indignation  just. 

Of  those  who  have  come  here. 

With  hands  that’s  clean  and  honest  heart 
To  serve  the  Lord  in  fear, 

-11- 

"Thus,  all  the  TWELVE  do  slyly  teach. 

And  slyly  practice  too; 

And  even  the  SAGE  PATRIARCH, 

Wont  have  untied  his  shoe: 

For  sure,  ’ twould  be  qiite  impolite. 

If  not  a  great  disgrace. 

To  have  a  WIDOW  sister  f  air 
Spit  in  a  Prophet’s  face! 

-12- 

MBut  Jo  at  snaring  beats  them  all 
And  at  the  rest  does  laugh; 

f 

For  widows  poor,  and  orphan  girls, 

He  can  e nsnare  with  chaff. 

He  sets  his  s  nares  around  for  aL  1— 

/nd  very  seldom  fails 
To  catch  some  thoughtless  PATRIDGES, 
Snow-birds  or  KNIGHT- ingales  I 

-13- 

« 

"But  there  are  a  hundred  other  birds 


He  never  can  make  sing; 


!14. 


V/ho  wont  be  dragged  to  hell. 

By  PROPHET,  Priest  nor  KING: 

Y/hose  sires  have  bled  in  days  gone  by 
For  the'ir  dear  country’s  cause; 
x  And  who  will  still  maintain  its  rights. 

Its  LIBERTY  and  LAWS! 

WARSAY/  SIGNAL,  Vol.  No,  and  page  missing,  Warsaw,  Illinois, 

May  1844,  Thos  Sharp,  Publisher, 

•  H  .**. .V,  */,  v  j* 

"AFFIDAVITS , " 

"I  hereby  c  ertif  y  t  hat  Hyrum  Smith  did,  (in  his  office,) 
read  to  me  a  certain w  ritten  document,  which  he  said  was  a 
revelation  from  God,  he  said  that  he  was  with  Joseph  when 
it  wwas  received.  He  afterwards  gave  me  the  document  to 
read,  and  I  to.ok  it  to  my  house,  and  read  it,  and  showed  it  to 
my  wife,  and  returned  it  the  next  day.  The  revelation  (so 
called)  authorized  certain  men  to  have  more  wives  than  one 

at  a  time,  in  this  world  and  in  the  world  to  some.  It  said 

* 

this  was  the  1  aw,  and  commanded  Joseph  to  enter  into  the  3a w. 
And  also  that  he  should  administer  to  others.  Several  other 
items  were  in  the r  evelations,  supporting  the  above  doctrines, 

YM.  LAW." 

♦ 

State  of  Illinois, 

Hancock,  County, 

I,  Robert  D.  Foster,  certify  that  the  above  certificate  was 
sworn  to  b  efore  me,  as  true  in  substance,  this  fourth  day 
of  May  A.D.  1844, 


ROBERT  D.  FOSTER,  J.P. 


■b 
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"I  certify  that  I  read  the  r evelati on  r ef erred  to  in 
the  above  affidavit  of  my  husband,  it  sustained  in  strong 
terms  the  doctrine  of  more  wives  than  one  at  a  time,  in  this 
world,  and  in  the  next,  it  authorized  some  to  have  to  the 
humber  of  ten,  and  s6t  f orth  t  hat  those  women  v/ho  would  not 
allow  their  husbands  to  have  more  wives  than  one  wkould  be 
under  condemnationbef or e  God. 

JANE  IA  W . 

"  Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  fourth  day  of 
May,  A.T).  1844.  ROBERT  D.  FOSTER,  J.P. 

To  all  whom  it  may  Concern; 

’'Forasmuch  as  the  public  mind  hath  been  much  agitated 
by  a  course  of  procedure  in  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter  Dsy  Saints,  by  a  number  of  persons  declaring  against 
certain  doctrines  and  practices  therein,  (among  v/hom  I  am 
one,  )  it  is  but;  meet  that  I  should  give  my  r  easons,  at  3e  ast 
in  part,  as  a  cause  that  has  led  me  to  declare  myself.  In 
the  latter  part  of  the  summer,  1843  the  Patriarch,  Hyrum 
Smith  did  in  High  Council,  of  which  I  was  a  member,  introduce 
what  he  said  was  a  revelation  given  through  the  Prophet;  that 
he’  said  Hyrum  Smith  did  essay  to  read  the  said  revelations 
in  the  said  Council,  that  according  to  his  reading  there  was 
contained  the  following  doctrines;  first  the  sealing  up  of 
persons  to  eternal  life,  against  all  sins  save  that  of  shed¬ 
ding  innocent  blood  or  of  consenting  thereto;  second  the 
doctrine  of  a  plurality  of  wives,  or  marrying  virgins;  that 
’David  and  Solomon  had  many  wives  yet  in  this  they  sinned 
not  to  save  in  the  matter  of  Uriah.  This  revela  tion  with 
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other  evidence,  that  the  aforesaid  heresies  were  taught  and 
practiced  in  the  Church;  determined  me  to  leave  the  office 
of  first  counsellor  to  the  president  of  the  Church  of  Nauvoo, 
inasmuch  as  I  dared  not  t  each  or  administer  such  laws.  And 
further  deponent  saith  not. 


State  of  Illinois 

ss 

Hancock  County 


AUSTIN  COWLES. 

To  all  whom  it 


may  concern 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  certificate  was  sworn  and  sub¬ 
scribed  before  me,  this  4th  d ay  of  May,  1844. 

ROBERT  D.  FOSTER,  J.P." 

Naivoo  Expositor,  Vol.  1,  No.  1,  P.  2,  Nauvoo,  Illinois, 

\ 

June  7,  1844,  William  Law  and  others,  publishers. 


1  „  W  W  w  W  w  s, 
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M SCHISM  AMONG  THrjClORMONS  " 

"The  last  Warsaw  Signal  states  that  a  rupture  has  taken 
place  among  the  Mormons  —  a  respectable  number  of  the  most  in- 
telligent  members  of  that  body  have  seceded,  under  the  guid¬ 
ance  of  William  Law,  and  set  up  for  themselves.  It  does  not 
appear  that  the  religious  views  of  the  seceders  have  undergone 
any  material  change.  They  profess  tob^elieve  that  Joseph 
Smith  was  once  a  true  prophet;  but  contend  that  he  is  now 
fallen  from  grace,  and  no  longer  w  or  thy  to  r  emain  at  the  head 
of  t he  church.  Private  information  confirms  the  above  intel¬ 
ligence  in  its  most  essential  features. 


ALTON  TELEGRAPH  AND  DEMOCRATIC  REVIEW,  Vol.  10,  No.  20,  P.  2. 
Alton,  Illinois,  Saturday,  May  18,  1844,  By  Jno.  Bailhache. 
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* » *  w^*if  **  *  r*i^  , 

"THE  MORMON  SCHISM” 

”In  our  paper  of  the  18th  ult.,  we  briefly  noticed  a 
report,  which  had  reached  us  from  v  arious  quarters,  than  an 
open  rupture  had  taken  place  between  Joseph  Smith  and  some 
of  the  most  intelligent  of  his  former  adherents;  and  that 
the  latter  had  actually  renounced  their  allegiance  to  the 
Prophet  and  set  up  for  themselves.  Later  accounts  indicate 
that  these  Seceders  are  in  e arnest--They  have  issued  a 
prospectus  for  a  new  paper,  to  be  called  the  MNauvoo  Ex¬ 
positor,  n  which  is  expected  to  appear  immediately;  and  is 

to b e  published  under  the  superintendence  of  William  Law, 

\ 

Wilson  Law,  Chas.  Jones,  Francis  M.  Higbee,  Robert  D.  Foster, 
and  Charles  A.  Foster,  all,  until  w ithin  a  Short  period,  lead¬ 
ing  members  of  the  Mormon  Church.  Its  avowed  object  is  to 
hold  up,  in  all  their  naked  deformity,  the  countless  and  un¬ 
heard-of  enormitie*s  practiced  by  Jas.  Smith,  and  those  who 
adhere  to  him,  under  an  assumed  and  unwarrantable  construction 
of  the  provisions  of  the  charter  granted  to  them  by  the 
Legislature  of  Illinois.  The  Prospectors  also  promises,  that 
the  "Expositor”  will  advocate  an  "uncondi tional  r epeal  of 
the  Nauvoo  City  Ch.arter--unmitigated  disobedience  to  politi¬ 
cal  revelations--the  pure  principals  of  morality  and  truth-- 
the  exercise  of  f  reedom  of  speech  in  Naxvoo — to  sustain  all 
in  worshipping  God  according  to  their  consciences,  and  op¬ 
pose,  with  uncompromising  hostility,  any  union  of  church  and 
State--and  to  give  a  statement  of  the  facts  as  they  r  eally 
exist  in  Nauvoo.” 


"In  the  controversy b  etween  Joseph  Smith  and  his  ad¬ 
herents  on  the  one  hand  and  the  Seceders  on  the  other,  we 
mean  to  take  no  part.  Our  opinions,  in  relation  to  the  form 
er,  have  been  heretofor  spread  b  ef ore  the  readers  of  the 
Telegraph;  and  nothing  has  since  come  to  our  knowledge  to 
force  us  to  change,  but  on  the  contrary,  such  to  (sic)  con¬ 
firms  them.  The  publication  of  the  "Expositor"  v/ill  ,  we 
trust,  lead  to  the  elucidation  of  all  the  facts;  and  enable 
the  people  of  Illinois  to  decide  how  far  the  longer  tolera¬ 
tion  of  Mormonism,  as  it  has  hitherto  existed  among  them, 
with  si  1  its 'privileges  and  immunities  is  consistent  with 
their  safety,  and  the  welfare  of  the  state.  Let  us  have  the 
truth- -the  whole  truth--and  if  the  Prophet  and  his  follow¬ 
ers  prove  as  vile  and  unprincipaled  as  we  and  many  others 
have  hitherto  held  them  to  be,  let  them  be  punished  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  magnitute  of  their  transgressions.  If  not,  let 
the  excitement  prevailing  against  them  cease  altogether; 
and  let- them  continue  to  remain  undisturbed.  Although  we  * 
honestly  believe  Joseph  Smith  to  be  abase  impostor,  yet,  if 
it  shall  be  made  to  appear  that  he  is  a  virtuous  man,  and 
his  adherents  a  blameless  and  law-abiding  community,  it  will 
afford  up  pleasure  to  r  ecall  all  we  may  heretofor  have  said 
to  their  prejudice,  and  lend  them  all  needful  aid  in  making 
their  innocence  known  to  the  world. 

ALTON  TELEGRAPH  AND  DEMOCRATIC  REVIEV/,  Vol.  10,  No.  2  3,  P.  2 
Alton,  Illinois.  June  8,  1844.  By  Jno  Bailhache-Proprietor 


"A  prospectus  has  been  issued  for  a  new  paper  at  Nauvoo, 
Illinois  to  b  e  called  the "Nauvoo  Expositor,1'  and  intended  to 
be  the  organ  of  the  new,  or  seceding  church,  who  have  renounced 
Jo  Smith  and  set  up  for  themselves." 

Lee  County  Democrat,  Vol.  5,  No.  45.  W  hole  No.  149,  P.  2. 

Fort  Madison,  I.T.,  Saturday,  May  2 5,  1844.  R.  Wilson  Albright. 

*»** *»**»* * C"  w\“ 

"PREAMBLE" 

"It  is  with  the  greatest  solicitude  for  the  salvation 
of  the  Human  Family,  and  of  our  own  souls,  that  we  have  this 
day  assembled.  Feign  would  we  have  slumbered,  and  "like  the 
Dove  that  covers  and  conceals  the  arrow  that  is  preying  up¬ 
on  its  vitals,"  for  the  sake  of  avoiding  the  furbus  and  turbu¬ 
lent  storm  of  persecutionw  hich  will  gather,  soon  to  burfet 
upon  our  heads,  have  covered  and  concealed  that  which,  for  a 
season,  has  been  brooding  among  the  ruins  of  our  peace:  but 
we  rely  upon  the  arm  of  Jehovah,  the  Supreme  Arbiter  of  the 
world,  to  whom  w  e  this  day,  and  upon  this  occasion,  appeal 
for  the  r  ectitude  of  our  intentions. 

"If  that  God  who  gave  bounds  to  the  mighty  deep,  andbade 
the  ocean  cease--if  that  God  who  organized  the  physical  w orld, 
and  gives  infinity  to  space,  be  our  front  guard  and  our  rear 
ward,  it  is  futile  and  vain  for  man  to  raise  his  puny  arm 
against  us.  God  will  inspire  his  ministers  with  courage  and 
with  understanding  to  consummate  his  purposes;  and  if  it  is 
necessary,  he  can  snatch  them  from  the  fiery  furnace,  or  the 
Lion’s  den;  as  he  did  anciently  the  three  Hebrews  from  the 
former,  and  Daniel  from  the  latter. 


- 


nAs  for  our  acquaintance  with  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter  Day  Saints,  we  know,  no  man  or  set  of  men  canb  e 
more  thoroughly  acquainted  with  its  rise,  its  organization, 
and  its  history,  thanw  e  have  everyreason  to  believe  we  are* 

We  all  verify  believe,  and  many  of  us  know  of  a  surety,  that 
the  r  eligion  of  the  Latter  Day  Saints,  as  originally  taught 
by  Joseph  Smith,  which  is  contained  in  the  Old  and  Nev;  Testa¬ 
ments,  Bool£  of  Mormon,  is  verily  true;  and  that  the  true 
principles  set  forth  ih  those  books,  are  the  principles  of 
Heaven,  and  speaks  a  language  which,  when  spoken  in  truth 
and  virtue,  sinks  deep  into  the  heart  of  every  honest  man.— 

Its  precepts  are  invigorating,  and  in  every  sense  of  the  word 

\ 

tend  to  dignify  and  ennoble  man!s  conceptions  of  God  and  his 
atributes.  It  speaks  a  language  which  is  heard  amidst  the 
roar  of  Artillery,  as  well  a s  in  the  silence  of  midnight.  It 
speaks  a  language  understood  by  the  incarcerated  spirit,  as 
well  as  he  who  is  unfettered  and^free;  yet  to  those  who  will 
not  see,  it  is  dark,  mysterious,  and  secret  as  the  grave. 

,fWe  believe  that  all  men,  professing  to  b  e  the  ministers 
of  God,  should  keep  steadily  in  view,  the  honor  and  glory  of 
God,  the  salvation  of  souls  and  the  amelioration  of  man’s  con¬ 
dition:  and  among  their  cardinal  virtues  ought  to  be  found 

those  of  faith,  hope,  virtue  and  charity;  but w ith  Joseph 
Smith,  and  many  other  official,  characters  in  the  Church, 
they  are  words  without  meanings  attached — words  as  ornaments; 
exotics  nurtured  for  display;  virtues  which  throwing  aside 
the  existence  of  a  God,  the  peace,  happiness,  welfare,  and 
good  order  of  society,  require  that  they  should  be  preserved 
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pure,  immacula  te  and  uncorroded. 

"We  most  solemnly  and  sincerely  d eclare,  God  this  day 
being  witness  of  the  truth  ^and  sincerity  of  our  designs  and 
statements,  that  happy  will  it  be  with  those  who  examine  and 
scan  Joseph  Smith’s  pretension  to  righteousness;  and  take 
counsel  of  human  affairs,  and  of  the  experience  of  times  gone 
by.  Do  not  yield  up  tranquilly  a  euperiority  to  that  man 
which  the  reasonableness  of  past  events,  and  the  laws  of  our 
country  d  eel  are  to-be  pernicious  and  diabolical.  We  hope 
many  items  of  doctrine,  as  now  t  aught,  some  of  which,  however, 
are  t  aught  secretly,' and  denied  openly,  (which  we  know  posi¬ 
tively  is  the  case, )  and  others  publicly,  considerate  men 
will  treat  with  contempt;  for  we  declare  them  heretical  and 
damnable  in  their  influence,  though  t hey  find  many  devotees. 
How  shall  he,  who  has  drank  of  the  poisonous  d raft ,  teach  vir¬ 
tue?  In  the  stead  thereof,  when  the  criminal  ought  to  plead 
’'guilty1*  to  the  court,  the  court  is  obliged  to  plead  guilty 
to  the  criminal.  We  appeal  to  humanity  and  ask,  what  shall  w  e 
do?  Shall  we  lie  supinely  and  suffer  ourselves  to  be  metamor¬ 
phosed  intc^easts  by  the  Syren  tongue?  We  answer  that  our 
country  and  our  God  require  that  we  should  rectify  the  tree. 
V/e  have  called  upon  him  to  repent,  and  as  soon  a  s  he  shewed 
fruits  meet  for  repentance,  v/e  stood  r  eady  to  seize  him  by  the 
hand  of  fellowship,  and  throw  around  him  the  mantle  of  pro¬ 
tection;  for  it  is  the  salvation  of  souls  v/e  desire,  and  not 
our  own  a ggrandizement. 

"We  are  earnestly  seeking  to  explode  the  vicious  princi¬ 
ples  of  Joseph  Smith,  and  those  who  practice  the  same  abomi- 
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nations  and  whoredoms;  Which  we  verily  know  are  not  accordant 
and  consonant  w  ith  the  principles  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the 

Apostles;  and  for  that  purpose,  and  with  that  end  in  view, 

\ 

with  an  eye  single  to  the  glory  of  God,  we  have  dared  to  gird 
on  the  armor,  and  with  God  a  t  our  head,  we  most  solemnly  and 
sincerely  d  eclare  that  the  sword  of  11  truth”  shall  not  depart 
from  the  thigh,  nor  the  buckler  from  the  arm,  until  w  e  can 

enjoy  those  glorious  privileges  which  nature’s  God  and  our 

* 

country’s  laws  have  guaranteed  to  us--freedem  of  speech,  the 

liberty  of  the  press,  and  the  right  to  worship  God  as  seemeth 

us  good. --We  are  a  ware,  however  that  we  are  hazarding  every 

earthly  blessing,  particularly  property,  and  probably  life 

itself,  in  striking  this  blow  at  tyranny  and  oppression:  yet 

» 

notwithstanding,  we  most  solemnly  d eclare  that  no  man,  or  set 
of  men  combine^,  shall,  with  impunity,  violate  obligations 
as  sacred  as  many  which  have  been  violated,  unless  reason, 
justice  and  v irtue  have  become  ashamed  and  sought  the  haunts 
of  the  grave,  though  our  lives  b  e  the  forfeiture, 

•'Many  of  us  have  sought  a  reformation  in  the  church,  with¬ 
out  a  public  exposition  of  the  enormities  of  crimes  practiced 
by  its  leaders,  thinking  that  if  they  would  hearken  to  counsel 
and  shew  fruit  meet  (sic)  for  r  epentance,  it  wouldbe  as  ac¬ 
ceptable  with  God,  as  though  t hey w  ere  exposed  to  public  gaze. 
"For  the  private  path,  the  secret  acts  of  men. 

If  noble,  far  the  noblest  of  their  lives.” 
but  our  petitions  were  treated  with  contempt/  and  in  many  cas¬ 
es  the  petitioner  spurned  from  their  presence,  and  particular¬ 
ly  by  Joseph,  who  would  state  that  if  he  sinned  and  w as  guilty 
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of  the  charges  we  would,  charge  him  with,  he  would  not  make 
acknowledgment,  hut  would  rather  be  damned;  for  it  would  de- 
tract  from  his  dignity,  and  would  consequently  ruin  and  prove 
the  overthrow  of  the  Church.  We  w  ould  ask  him  on  the  other 
hand,  if  the  overthrow  of  the  Church  was  not  inevitable,  to 
which  he  of ten r eplied,  that  we  would  all  go  to  Hell  together 
and  convert  it  into  a  heaven  by  casting  the  Devil  out;  and 
says  he.  Hell  is  by  no  means  the  place  this  world  of  fools 
suppose  it  to  be, 'but  on  Ihe  contrary,  it  is  quite  an  agreeable 
place:  to  which  w  e  would  now  r  eply,  he  can  enjoy  it  if  he 

is  determined  not  to  desist  from  his  evil  ways;  but  as  for 

us,  and  ours,  vie  "will”  serve  the  Lord  our  God] 

\ 

"It  is  absurd  for  men  to  assert  that  all  is  well,  while 
wicked  and  corrupt  men  are  seeking  our  destruction,  by  a 
perversion  of  s acred  things;  for  all  is  "not"  well,  while 
whordoms  and  all  manner  of  abominations  a  re  practiced  under 
the  cloak  of  religion.  LoJ  the  wolf  is  in  the  fold,  arrayed 
in  sheep’s  clothing,  and  is  spreading  death  and  devastation 
among  the  saints:  and  we  say  to  the  watchmen  standing  upon 
the  walls,  cry  aloud  and  spare  not,  for  the  day  of  the  Lord 
is  at  hand-~a  day  cruel  both  with  wrath  and  fierce  anger,  to 
lay  the  land  desolate. 

"It  is  a  notorious  fact,  that  many  females  in  foreign 
climes,  and  in  counties  to  us  unknown,  ever  in  the  most 
distant  regions  of  the  Eastern  hemisphere,  have  been  induced 
by  the  sound  of  the  gospel,  to  forsake  friends,  and  embark 
upon  a  voyage  across  waters  that  lie  stretched  over  the  great¬ 
er  portion  of  the  globe,  as  they  supposed,  to  glorify  God, 


that  they  might  thereby  stand  acquitted  in  the  great  day  of 
God  Almighty,  Eut  what  is  taught  them  on  their  arrival  at 
this  place?--They  are  visited  by  some  of  the  Striders,  for 
we  know  not  what  else  to  call  them,  and  are  requested  to 
hold  on  and  b e  f aithful,  for  there  a  re  great  blessings  await¬ 
ing  the  righteous;  and  that  God  has  great  mysteries  in  store 
for  those  who  love  the  Lord,  and  cling  to  brother  Joseph, 

They  are  also  notified  that  brother  Joseph  will  see  them  soon, 
and  reveal  the  mysteries  of  Heaven  to  their  full  understanding 
which  s  eldom  fails  to  inspire  them  with  new  confidence  in  the 
Prophet,  as  well  a  s  a  gr-eat  anxiety  to  know  what  God  has  laid 
up  in  store  for  them,  in  return  for  the  great  sacrifice  of 
father  and  mother,  of  gold  and  silver,  which  they  gladly  left 
behind,  that  they  might  be  gathered  into  the  fold,  and  number¬ 
ed  among  the  chosen  of  God, --They  are  visited  again,  and  what 
is  the  r  esult?  They  arer  eq;  ested  to  meet  brother  Joseph, 
or  some  of  the  Twelve,  at  some  insulated  point,  or  at  some 
particularly  described  place  on  the  bank  of  the  Mississippi, 
or  at  some  room,  whichwears  upon  its  front-- ’’Positively  NO 
Admittance”,  The  harmless,  inoffensive,  and  unsuspecting 
creatures,  are  so  devoted  to  the  Prophet,  and  the  c ause  of 
Jesus  Christ,  that  they  do  not  dream  of  the  deep-laid  and 
fatal  scheme  which  prostrates  happiness  and  renders  death  it¬ 
self  desirable;  but  they  meet  him,  expecting  to  receive 
through  him  a  blessing,  and  learn  the  will  of  the  Lord  con¬ 
cerning  them,  and  what  awaits  the  faithful  follower  of  Jos¬ 
eph,  the  Apostle  and  Prophet  of  God,  when  in  the  stead  there¬ 
of,  they  are  told,  after  having  been  sworn  in  one  of  the 
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most  solemn  manners,  to  never  divulge  w hat  is  revealed  to 
them,  with  a  penalty  of  death  a  ttached,  that  God  Almighty 
has  revealed  it  to  him,  that  she  should  be  his  (Joseph’s) 
Spiritual  Wife;  for  it  v/  as  right  anciently,  and  God  will 
tolerate  it  again:  but  we  must  keep  those  pleasures  and 
blessings  from  the  world,  for  until  there  is  a  change  in  the 
government,  we  will  endanger  ourselves  by  practicing  it-- 
but  we  can  enjoy  the  blessings  of  Jacob,  David,  and  others, 
as  well  as,  to  be  deprived  of  them,  if  we  do  not  expose  our¬ 
selves  to  the  law  of  the  land.  She  is  thunder-struck, 
faints,  recovers,  and  refuses.  The  Prophet  damns  her  if 

she  rejects.  -She  thinks  of  the  great  sacrifice,  and  of  the 

\ 

many  thousand  miles  she  has  traveled  over  sea  and  land,  that 
she  might  save  her  soul^  from  pending  ruin,  and  replies,  God’ 
will  be  done,  and  not  mine.  The  Prophet  and  his  devotees  in 
this  v/  ay  are  g  ratified.  The  next  step  to  avoid  public  exposi 
tion  from  the  common  course  of  things,  they  ares  ent  away  for 
a  time,  until  all  is  well;  after  which  they  r  eturn,  as  from  a 
long  visit.  Those  whom  no  power  or  influence  could  seduce, 
except  that  which  is  wielded  by  some  individual  feigning  to 
be  a  God,  must  realize  the  remarks  of  an  able  writer,  when 
he  says,  "if  woman’s  feelings  are  turned  to  ministers  of  sor- 
row,  where  shall  she  look  f  or  consolation?"  Her  lot  is  to 
be  wooed  and  won;  her  heart  is  like  some  fortress  that  has 
been  captured,  s  acked  abandoned,  and  left  desolate.  With 
her,  the  desire  of  the  heart  has  failed- -the  great  charm  of 
existence  is  at  an  end;  she  neglects  all  the  cheerful  exer¬ 
cises  of  life,  which  gladen  the  spirits,  quicken  the  pulses. 


' 


and  send  the  tide  of  life,  in  healthful  currents  through  the 

veins.  Her  rest  is  broken.  The  sweet  refreshment  of  sleep 

is  poisoned  by  melancholy  dreams;  dry  sorrov;  drinks  her 

\ 

blood,  until  her  enfeebled  frame  sinks  under  the  slightest 
external  injury.  Look  for  her  after  a  little  while,  and  you 
find  friendship  weeping  over  her  untimely  grave;  and  wonder¬ 
ing  that  one  who  but  so  recently  glowed  with  all  the  radiance 
of  health  and  beauty,  should  so  speedily  be  brought  down  to 
darkness  and  despair,,  you  will  b  e  told  of  some  wintry  chill, 
of  some  casual  indisposition  that  laid  her  low]  But  no  one 
knows  of  the  mental  malady  that  previously  sapped  her 
strength,  and  made  her  so  easy  a  pray  to  the  spoiler.  She 
is  like  some  tender  tree,  the  pride  and  beauty  of  the  grove — 
graceful  in  its  form,  bright  in  its  foliage,  but  with  the 
worm  praying  at  its  heart;  w  e  find  it  withered  when  it  should 
be  most  luxuriant.  We  see  it  drooping  its  branches  to  the 
earth,  and  shedding  leaf  by  leaf  unti^  wasted  and  perished 
away,  it  falls  in  the  stillness  of  the  forest;  and  as  w  e  muse 
over  the  beautiful  ruin,  we  strive  in  vain  to  recollect  the 
blast  or  thunder-bolt  that  could  have  smitten  it  withd  ecay. 
But  no  one  knows  the  cause  except  the  foul  fiend  who  per¬ 
petrated  the  diabolical  deed, 

MOur  hearrfs  have  mourned  and  bled  at  the  v/retched  and 
miserable  condition  of  females  in  this  place,  many  orphans 
have  been  the  victims  of  misery  and  wretchedness,  through  the 
influence  that  has  been  e  xerted  over  them,  under  the  cloak 
of  religion  and  a  f  terwards,  in  consequence  of  that  ''Jealous” 


* 
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disposition w hich  predominates  over  the  minds  of  some,  have 
been  turned  upon  a  wide  world,  fatherless  and  motherless, 
destitute  of  friends  and  fortune; yand  "robbed  of  that  which 
nothing  but  death  c an r  estore". 

"Men  solace  themselves  by  s  aying  the  facts  slumber  in 
the  dark  caverns  of  midnight.  But  Lol  it  is  sudden  day, 
and  the  dark  deeds  of  foul  fiends  shall  be  exposed  from  the 

house-tops,  A  departed  spirit,  once  the  resident  of  St,  Louis 

* 

shall  yet  cry  aloud  for  vengeance, 

"It  is  dif f icult--perhap s  impossible--to  describe  the 
wretchedness  of  females  in  this  place,  without  wounding  the 
feelings  of  the  benevolent,  or  shocking  the  delicacy  of  the 

\ 

refined;  but  the  truth  shall  come  to  the  world.  The  remedy 
can  never  be  applied,  unless  the  disease  is  known.  The 
sympathy,  ever  anxious  to  relieve,  cannot  be  felt  before  the 
misery  is  seen, --/The  charity  that  kindles  at  the  tale  of  wo 
(sic),  can  never  act  w'ith  a  dequate  efficiency,  till  it  is 
made  to  see  the  proficiency,  till  it  sees  the  guilt  of  men, 
now  buried  in  the  death-shades  of  heathenism. --Shall  we  then, 
however  painful  the  sight,  shrink  from  the  contemplation  of 
their  real  state?  We  answer,  we  will  not,  if  permitted  to 
live.  As  we  have  before  stated,  it  is  the  vicious  principles 
of  men  we  are  determined  to  explode.  It  is  not  that  we  have 
any  private  feelings  to  gratify  or  my  private  pique  to  set¬ 
tle,  that  has  induced  us  to  be  thus  plain;  for  we  can  respect 
and  love  the  criminal,  if  there  is  any  hope  of  reformation; 
but  there  is  a  point  beyond  which  forbearance  ceases  to  be 
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to  b  e  a  virtue. 

"The  next  importai t  item  which  presents  itself  for  our 
consideration,  is  the  attempt  at  Political  power  and  influence 
which w  e  verily  b elieve  to  b e  preposterous  and  absurd.  We 
believe  it  is  inconsistent,  and  not  in  accordance  with  the 
Christian' religion.  We  do  not  believe  that  God  ever  raised  up 
a  Prophet  to  christianize  a  world  by  political  schemes  a nd 
intrigue.  It  is  not  the  way  God  captivates  the  hearts  of  the 
unbeliever;  but  on  the  contrary,  by  preaching  truth  in  its 
own  native  simplicity,  and  in  its  original  purity,  unadorned 
with  anything  except  its  own  inkigenius  beauties.  Jo-seph 
may  plead  he  has  been  injured,  abused,  and  his  petitions 
treated  with  contempt  by  the  general  government,  and  that  he 
only  desires  an  influence  of  a  political  character  that  will 
warrant  him  redress  of  grievances;  but  we  care  not--the  faith¬ 
ful  followers  of  Jesus  must  bear  in  this  age  as  well  a  s  Christ 
and  the  Apostles  did  anciently;  although  a  frowning  world  may 
have  crushed  him  to  the  dust;  although  unpitying  friends  may 
have  passed  him  by;  although  hope,  the  great  comforter  in  af¬ 
fliction,  may  have  burst  forth  and  fled  from  his  troubled 
bosom;  yet,  in  Jesus  there  is  a  balsom  for  every  wound,  and  a 
cordial  to  assuage  an  agonized  mind. 

"  Among  the  many  it4ms  of  false  doctrine  that  are  taught 
in  the  church,  is  the  doctrine  of  "many  Gods1*,  one  of  the 
most  direful  in  its  effects  that  has  characterized  the  world 
for  many  centuries.  We  know  not  what  to  call  it  other  than 
blasphemy,  for  it  is  most  unquestionably,  speaking  of  God  in 
an  impious  and  irreverent  manner. --It  is  contended  that  there 
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innumerable  Gods  as  much  above  the  God  that  presides  over 
this  universe,  as  he  is  above  us;  and  if  he  varies  from  the 
law  unto  which  he  is  subjected  he  with  all  his  creatures, 
will  be  cast  down  as  was  Lucifer;  thus  holding  forth  a  doctrine 
which  is  effectually  calculated  to  sap  the  very  foundation 
of  our  faith:  and  now,  0  Lord!  shall  we  set  still  and  be 
silent,  while  thy  name  is  thus  blasphened,  and  thine  honor, 
power  and  glory,  brought  into  disrupute?  See  Isaiah  c  43, 
v  10;  44,  6-8;  45,  5,  6,  21,  22;  and  book  of  Covenants,  page 
26  and  39. 

"In  the  dark  ages  of  Popery,  when  bigotry,  superstition 
and  tyranny  held  universal  sway  over  the  empire  of  reason, 
there  was  some  semblance  of  Justice  in  the  inquistorial  de¬ 
liberations,  v/hich,  however,  might  have  been  dictated  by 
prudence,  or  the  f  ear  of  consequences:  but  we  are  no  longer 
forced  to  appeal  to  those  states  that  are  now  situated  under 
the  influence  of  Popery  f or  examples  of  injustice,  cruelty 
and  oppression--we  can  appeal  to  the  acts  of  the  inquisi¬ 
torial  department  organized  in  Nauvoo,  by  Joseph  and  his  ac- 
complicea,  for  specimens  of  injustice  of  the  most  pernicious 
and  diabolical  character  that  ever  stained  the  pages  of  the 
historian. 

"It  w  as  in  Rome,  and  about  the  twelfth  century,  v; hen 
Pope  Innocent  111  ordered  father  Dominic  to  excite  the 
Catholic  princes  and  people  to  extirpate  heretics.  But  it 
is  in  this  enlightened  and  intelligent  nineteenth  century, 
and  in  Nauvoo-a  place  professing  to  b e  the  nucleus  of  the 
world,  that  Joseph  Smith  has  established  an  inai  isition. 
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which,  if  it  is  suffered  to  exist,  v/ ill  prove  more  formidable 
and  terrible  to  those  who  are  found  opposing  the  iniquities 
of  Joseph  and  his  associates,  than  even  the  Spanish  inquisi¬ 
tion  did  to  heretics  as  they  termed  them. 

"On  Thursday  evening,  the  18th  of  April,  there  v;as  a 
council c  ailed,  unknown  to  the  Church,  which  tried,  condemned 
and  cut  off  brothers  Wm.  La w,  Wilson  Lav;,  and  sister  Lav;, 

(Wm’s  v;ife,  )  brother  R.D.  'Foster,  and  one  brother  Smith,  with 
whom  we  are  unacquainted;  v;  hich\we  contend  is  contrary  to  the 
book  of  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  for  our  law  condemnest  no  man 
until  he  is  heard.  Y/e  abhor  and  protest  against  any  council 
or  tribunal  in  this  Church,  v;hich  will  not  suffer  a  Paul, 
whose  eloquence  surpassed,  as  it  v;  ere,  the  eloquence  of  men, 
to  stand  before  him,  and  plead  his  o wn  cause,  why  should  Jo¬ 
seph,  with  others,  refuse  to  hear  individuals  in  their  own 
def ence?--We  answer,  it  is  b ecause  the  court  fears  the  atroci¬ 
ty  of  its  crimes  will  be  exposed  to  public  gaze.  Wen?  ish 
the  public  to  thoroughly  understand  the  nature  of  t  his  court, 
and  judge  of  the  legality  of  its  acts  as  seemeth  them  good. 

"On  Monday,  the  15th  of  April,  brother  R,  D.  Poster 
had  a  notice  served  on  him  to  appear  before  the  High  Council 
on  Saturday  following,  t  he  20th,  and  answer  to  charges  pre¬ 
ferred  against  him  by  Joseph  Smith.  On  Saturday,  while  Mr. 
Foster  v; as  preparing  to  take  his  v;itnesses,  41  in  number,  to 
the  council-room,  that  he  might  make  good  his  charges  against 
Joseph,  president  Marks  notified  him  that  the  trial  had  been 
on  Thursday  evening,  before  the  15th,  and  that  he  was  cut 


off  from  the  Church;  and  that  same  council  out  off  the 
brother  Laws1  sister  Lav/,  and  brother  Smith  and  all  v/ithout 
their  knowledge.  They  were  not  notified,  neither  did  they 
dream  of  any  such  thing  being  done,  for  William  Law  had  sent 

Joseph  and  some  of  the  Twelve,  special  v/ord  that  he  desired 

\ 

an  investigation  before  the  Church  in  General  conference,  on 
the  6th  of  Ap’l.  The  court,  hov/ever,  was  a  tribunal  posses¬ 
sing  no  power  to  try  Wm.  Law,  who  was  called  by  special 
Revelation,  to  stand  as  counsellor  to  the  President  of  the 
Church,  (Joseph,)  which  v/ as  tv/ice  ratified  by  General  Con¬ 
ferences,  assembled  at  Nauvoo,  for  Brigham  Young,  one  of  the 
Twelve,  presided,  whose  duty  it  was  not,  but  the  President 
of  the  High  Council. --See  Book  of  Doctrine  and  Covenants, 
page  87 o1' 

NAUVOO  EXPOSITOR,  Vol.  1,  No.  1,  P.  2,  Nauvoo,  Illinois, 

June  7,  1844.  William,  Law  and  others.  Publishers. 
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,r  OUTRAGE  AT  NAUVOO.  n 

f,0n  Tuesday  last  a  most  outrageous  act  was  perpetrated 

in  the  city  of  Latter  Day  Saints,  which  may  in  the  event 

prove  the  downfall  of  that  great  city.  It  appears  that  a 

large  number  of  the  leading  members  of  the  church  have  of 

# 

late b ecome  disatisfied  with  the  teachings  of  their  Prophet, 
and  in  consequence  of  which  they  were  read  out  of  the  church. 
These  dissenters  then  formed  themselves  into  a  body  and 
were  endeavoring  to  establish  a  new  church,  ^hey  frequently 
held  meetings  as  we  are  informed  in  t he  city,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  furthering  their  cause,  and  disseminating  their 
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views  in  regard  to  the  Prophet  and  to  expose  the  secret  sins 
there,  they  purchased  a  press  and  a  large  quantity  of  type 
and  removed  it  into  the  city.  On  Friday  a  wee k,  they  issued 
the  first  number  of  their  paper  entitled  the  "NAUVOO  EXPOSI¬ 
TOR;”  it  had  scarcely  been  circulated  abroad  before  the  city 
council  held  a  meeting,  in  which  his  Honor  the  Prophet  pre¬ 
sided,  and  declared  that  the  publishing  of  the  paper  in  the 
confines  of  the  city  was  a  public  nuisance,  and  ordered  it 
to  be  removed  from  out  of  the  city,  within  three  hours  time* 

A  mob  immediately  proceeded  to  the  office  and  commenced  bat¬ 
tering  down  the  press,  whilst  others  were  engaged  carrying 
out  the  cases  of  type,  books  &c,  piling  them  up  in  a  heap 
in  front  of  the  door,  and  afterwards  s  et  fire  to  it  and  burn¬ 
ed  the  Y/hole  up*  A  more  highhanded  and  outrageous  act  we 
will  venture  to  say  has  never  been  committed  in  a  civilized 
community.  It  is  stated  that  great  fears  are  entertained 
in  the  city  of  a  general  rupture.  Many  of  the  dissenters 
have  in  consequence,  left,  fearing  that  their  lives  were  in 
danger.  We  have  heard  it r eported  that  a  meeting^  as  to  be 
held  at  Carthage,  Ill,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  an  armed 
force  to  proceed  to  Nauvoo  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the 
Prophet,  and  it  is  also  rumored  that  hundreds  more  held  them¬ 
selves  in  readiness  to  march  over  from  Missouri  at  a  moments 
notice.  V/e  cannot  for  a  moment  believe  that  such  an  outrage 
as  this  will,  or  can  be  overlooked  by  the  people  of  Illinois. 
The  freedom  and  liberty  of  the  press  should  at  all  times  be 
guarded  against  violence,  and  we  predict  that  if  such  an  act 
of  outrage  is  permitted  to  b  e  passed  over,  then  indeed  v/e 
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may  bid  adieu  to  our  sacred  liberties. 

MThe  New  Purchase  arrived  here  on  Wednesday  evening  last 
from  Nauvoo,  bringing  on  board  a  large  number  of  the  dis¬ 
senters  with  their  families  and  goods.  Great  excitement  was 
then  prevailing  in  the  city,  and  it  was  feared  that  before 
morning  the  whole  of  their  property  w ould b  e  destroyed;  many 
of t hem  own  some  good  and  valuable  buildings  in  the  city. 

Most  of  them  w ent  to  Burlington  the  same  evening.  We  fear 
the  glory  of  the  Prophet  is  fast  setting.” 

LEE  COUNTY  DEMOCRAT  Vol.  3-48,  Y/hole  No.  152.  P.  2.  Fort 
Madison,  I.  T.,  Sat.,  June  15,  1844,  Editor  not  given. 

iV**  r  If 

"JOE’S  PROCLAMATION” 

”Joe  has  issued  a  proclamation  in  his  usual  arrogant 
style.  He  contends  that  no  law  has  been  violated  in  the  de¬ 
struction  of  the  Press  of  the  Expositor;  and  concludes  by. 
warning  the  world  that  so  sure  as  there  is  a  God  in  Israel, 
he  will  ride  triumphant  over  all  oppression.  Go  it  Joe,  and 
we  will  go  it  too.” 

THE  V/ARSAW  SIGNAL,  Vol.  missing.  New  Series  No.  19,  Whole 
No.  436,  Page  2.  Warsaw,  Illinois,  June  19,  1844.  Sharp  and 
Head,  Publishers. 


”  A  rumor  is  afloat  that  the  Mormons  have  melted  the 
type  of  the  Expositor  office  and  converted  them  into  bullets.” 
THE  WARSAW  SIGNAL,  Vol.  Missing,  New  Series  No.  19,  Whole  No. 

436,  Page  2.  Warsaw,  Illinois,  June  19,  1844.  Sharp  and 

> 

Head,  Publishers. 
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"ANTICIPATED  TROUBLE." 

"Cur  town  for  the  last  few  days  has  been  thrown  into 
great  excitement  in  consequence  of  the  anticipated  diffi¬ 
culties  with  the  Mormons.  In  our  last  we  made  mention  of 
the  burning  of  a  press  in  Nauvoo,  the  city  of  "Latter  day 
Saints,"  by  order  of  the  city  council,  this,  and  other  acts 

-V, 

said  to  have  been  committed  by  the  Mormons,  has  aroused 
the  people  of  Illinois,  and  we  now  learn  that  hundreds  of 
them  properly  armed  and  equpped  hold  themselves  in  readi¬ 
ness  to  march  at  a  moments  notice  to  Nauvoo,  to  aid  and 
assist  the  authorities  of  that  state.  We  understand  that 
the  authorities  of  Hancock  county,  Ill.,  have  several  writs 
In  their  hands  for  the  arrest  of  the  Prophet  and  those  con¬ 
cerned  in  demolishing  the  press,  and  in  case  they  refuse  to 
comply  with  the  laws  of  that  state,  they  will  then  march  in¬ 
to  the  city  and  take  them  peaceably  if  they  can,  and  forcibly 
if  they  must.  We  also  learn  that  the  Prophet  has  his  "Leg¬ 
ion"  in  readiness  properly  drilled  and  disciplined,  determin¬ 
ed  to  avenge  all  encroachements  that  may  be  made,  and  that 
by  his  order  Marshal  Law  has  been  strictly  put  In  force  in 
that  city,  so  that  no  one  is^perniitted  to  enter  in  or  out  of 
the  city  without  their  first  showing  a  passport  from  General 
Smith. 

"Public  meetings  are  daily  held  in  different  counties 
of  Illinois,  and  it  is  reported  that  over  four  hundred  men 
are  now  under  discipline  in  Carthage,  and  over  one  thousand 

men  are  now  in  readiness  at  Warsaw,  Ill.,  ready  to  aid  the 

% 

authorities  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty.  We  know  now  what 
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will  be  the  result  of  al^this--at  present  things  seem  to 
v/ear  a  warlike  appearance." 

LEE  COUNTY  DEMOCRAT  Vol .  3-49,  Whole  Number  153,  Page  3. 

June  22,  1844.  (Editor  not  given.)  pt.  Madison,  I.  T. 

V  VTW  A  r*  VW 

\ 

UNPARALLELED  OUTRAGE  AT  NAUVOO. 

"Below  we  give  the  particulars  of  the  diabolical  out¬ 
rage  that  has  ever  been  perpetrated  in  this  free  country. 

Had  it  been  the  act  of  an  excited  multitude,  it  would  have 
appeared  much  more  excusable;  but  it  was  the  deliberate  work 
of  men  who  acted  not  from  the  impulse  of  sudden  emotion,  nor 
amid  the  tumult  of  an  intoxicated  multitude.  It  was  done  in 
cold  blood  1  and  is  there  any  thing  further  needed  to  exhibit 
the  fiendish  and  tyrannical  disposition  of  Joe  and  his  sat- 
telites.  To  comment  on  this  most  wanton  act  would  be  an  in¬ 
sult  to  our  readers. 

"The  following  are  the  particulars  v/hich  appeared  in  our 
extra  of  yesterday:  (Part  of  article  missing.)....  They  also 
declared  the  "Nauvoo  Expositor,"  a  "nuisance,"  and  directed 
the  police  of  the  city  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  office  of 
the  Expositor  and  DESTROY  THE  PRESS  AND  ALSO  THE  MATERIALS,  by 
THROWING  them  into  the  STREET  1  I  l 

"If  any  resistance  were  made,,  the  officers  were  directed 
to  demolish  the  building  and  property,  of  all  who  were  con¬ 
cerned  in  publishing  said  paper;  and  also  take  all  into  cus¬ 
tody,  who  might  refuse  to  obey  the  authorities  of  the  City. 


"Accordingly,  a  company  consisting  of  some  200  men,  armed 
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and  equipped,  with  Muskets,  Swords,  Pistols,  Bowie  Knives, 

Sledge  Hammers,  etc.,  assisted  by  a  crowd  of  several  hundred 
minions,  v/ho  volunteered  their  services  on  the  occasion, 
marching  to  the  building  and  breaking  open  the  doors  with  a 
Sledge  Hammer,  commenced  the  work  of  destruction  and  desper¬ 
ation. 

"They  tumbled  the  press  and  materials  into  the  street, 
and  set  fire  to  them,  and  demolished  the  machinery  with  a 
sledge  hammer,  and  injured  the  building  very  materially .  We 
made  no  resistance;  but  looked  on  and  felt  revenge,  but  leave 
it  for  the  public,  to  avenge  this  climax  of  insult  and  injury. 

C.  A.  Poster. 

WARSAW  SIGNAL,  Warsaw,  Illihois.  Sharp  and  Head.  Vol.,  No., 
and  Page  missing.  June  (day  missing,)  1844 

W  t#  \/  w  %/  W 

7  c  -  •  v  -  x-5  c  v  7  r  7  s’  7  r 

C.  A.  FOSTER 

June  11,  1844 

MWe  received  the  above  communication  by  the  hands  of 
Charles  A.  Foster,  about  past  11  o’clock  to  day.  We  have 
only  to  state,  that  this  is  sufficient  l  War  and  extermination 
is  inevitable  I  Citizens  ARISE,  ONE  and  ALLlll--Can  you  stand 
by,  and  suffer  such  INFERNAL  DEVILS  l  to  Rob  men  of  their  proper¬ 
ty  and  Rights,  without  avenging  them.  We  have  no  time  for  com¬ 
ment,  every  man  wililmake  his  own.  Let  it  be  made  with  POWDER 
and  BALL  l  ’  I 

WARSAW.  SIGNAL, t WARSAW ;  ILLINOIS.  Sharp  and  Head.  Vol.,  No., 
and  Page  missing.  June  (day  missing,)  1844 
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THE  PREPARATION. 

"Our  town  for  the  last  week  has  been  in  a  constant  state 
of  excitement.  Business  has  been  almost  entirely  suspended; 
and  every  able  bodied  man  in  under  arms  and  almost  constantly 
in  drill. 

"Never  did  we  see  exhibited  a  more  determined  spirit.  An 
injured  and  insulted  community  suffering  under  their  long  born 
grievance,  are  determined  by  an  appeal  to  arms,  as  a  last  re¬ 
sort,  to  redress  wrongs  that  have  become  insupportable. 

"On  Monday  last,  about  150  men  mustered  in  this  place  under 
the  command  of  General  Know.  The  attention  paid  by  every  man, 
and  the  anxiety  manifested  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  military 
movements,  is  a  full  giarantee  for  the  good  conduct  of  our  men 
in  the  coming  emergency. 

"In  Carthage  and  Green  Plains,  the  citizens  are  all  in 
arms,  and  as  far  as  we  can  hear,  throughout  the  county,  every 
man  is  ready  for  the  conflict. 

"We  have  assurances  that  our  neighbors  in  Missouri  and 
Iowa  will  aid  us.  In  Clark  County,  Mo.  we  understand  that  many 
are  holding  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  as  soon  as  wanted. 
From  Rushville  we  have  just  learned  by  express  that  300  men 
have  enlisted  for  the  struggle.  McDonough  County, is  all  alive 
and  ready  for  the  word  of  command.  From  Keosajqua,  Iowa  we 
have  just  received  intelligence  by  a  resident  of  that  place, 
that  the  citizens  are  in  arms  in  our  behalf,  and  only  wait 
our  call.  From  Keokuk  and  the  river  towns  we  learn  that  all 
are  arming.  Gen.  Stapp  of  this  Brigade,  is  requested  to  call 
out  the  Militia,  and  hold  himself  in  readiness. 
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"Joe  is  evidently  much  alarmed,  but  he  has  gone  too  far 
to  back  out.  He  must  toe  the  mark,  or  run.  Compromise  is  out 
of  the  question.  The  delegates  sent  to  the  Governor  have  not 
yet  returned.  If  they  fail  to  procure  his  interference,  a  day 
will  be  set  forthwith,  for  a  general  rally  as  a  posse ,  to  as¬ 
sist  the  officers  of  justice.  As  soon  as  this  is  done,  we  will 
issue  a  handbill  giving  notice  of  the  fact.  Our  friends  in  sur¬ 
rounding  communities,  who  desire  to  aid  us,  wil^please  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  for  this  general  order.  When  the  word 
is  given,  every  thing  depends  on  promptness. 

"Capt.  Grover  last  week  obtained  from  Quincy  59  muskets. 

Men  and  arms  are  promised  from  St.  Louis,  and  everything  be¬ 
tokens  prosperity  to  our  enterprise. 

"To  our  friends  at  a  distance  we  say  come  1  We  are  too 
weak  in  this  county,  without  aid  to  effect  our  object,  Come  l 
you  will  be  doing  your  God  and  your  country  service,  in  aid¬ 
ing  us  to  rid  earth  of  a  most  Heaven  daring  wretch. 

"6  o’clock  P.  M.--D.  W.  Mathews,  who  was  sent  last  Sunday 
to  St.  Louis,  has  just  returned,  by  the  Die  Vernon.  He  has 
succeeded  in  procuring  cannon;  and  has  brought  up  a  good  sup¬ 
ply  of  anumition. 

"Mr.  Sympson  who  Y/ith  Mr.  Thompson,  has  just  returned 
from  their  trip  to  Missouri,  reports  all  right,  and  ready. 

"A  Gentlemar^vho  conversed  v/ith  Gov.  Ford  last  week,  re¬ 
ports  that  his  Excellency  said,  that  he  would  do  all  he  could 
in  case  Joe  again  defied  the  laws  to  bring  him  to  justice. 

This  was  before  the  newq_  of  our  present  difficulties  reached 


him. 
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MWe  expect  a  six  pounder  to  morrow  night  from  Quincy. 

"8  o'clock  P.  M.--We  have  just  learned  that  Joe  has 
ordered  all^his  followers  into  Nauvoo.  The  settlements  around 
are  with  all  despatch  obeying  the  order. 

"At  Lima  a  company  was  formed  to  day  and  reported  them¬ 
selves  in  readiness  for  orders . 

"E.  A.  Thompson,  Esq.  who  saw  Gov.  Ford  last. week  states 
that  an  order  has  been  granted  by  Kis  Excellency,  to  try 
Joe  Smith  by  Court  Martial,  for  unofficer  like  conduct. 

THE  WARSAW  SIGNAL  NEW  SERIES  No.  19,  Whole  No.  436,  Page  2. 
Warsaw,  Illinois,  June  19,  1844.  Sharp  and  Head 

•  #  u  w 
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"We  publish  to  day  but  a  half  sheet. --Our  hands  are  all 
out  on  drill,  and  it  is  with  difficulty  that  we  can  even  get 
on  our  regular  paper. 

THE  WARSAW  SIGNAL  NEW  SERIES  No.  19,  Whole  No.  436,  Page  2 
V/arsaw,  Illinois,  June  19,  1844.  Sharp  and  Head. 
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“<T  V  *i ~4  .""VC 

MORMON  DIFFICULTIES  IN  ILLINOIS 
..."The  civil  officer  summoned  the  posse  commitatus ,  and 
Joe  fortified  himself  in  the  city--declared  martial  law  and 
put  himself  in  open  defiance  of  the  civil  authority.  The  Gov¬ 
ernor  was  applied  to--the  Military  called  out,  headed  by  his 

\ 

Excellency  in  person--at  last  resistance  became  hopeless  and 
he  yielded.  Without  standing  a  trial  on  the  charge  of  riot, 

he  gave  bail  to  appear  before  the  Circuit  Court,  which  set 

that  matter  at  rest,  at  least  unti!L  the  next  term.  He  was  then 

taken  on  a  charge  of  treason,  and  was  in  the  charge  of  the 
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arresting  officer  awaiting  his  examination,  at  the  time  he 
was  killed. 

"The  Governor  having,  as  is  generally  believed,  done  all 
he  could  constitutionally  do,  discharged  nearly  all  the  troops 
--left  the  Smith’s  in  charge  of  the  officer  and  a  guard  in 
Carthage,  and  went  to  Nauvoo,  with  a  small  force  as  a  body 
guard,  to  lecture  the  inhabitants . 

"Joe  Smith  and  his  coadjutors  surrendered  on  the  night 
of  the  24th,  and  entered  Carthage  under  the  protection  of  Col. 
Dunn,  who  had  been  to  Nauvoo  with  a  requisition  for  the  State 
Arms.  On  the  following  day,  on  hearing  this  fact,  many  of  the 
troops  stationed  at  Warsaw,  went  to  Carthage  without  orders, 
and  quietly  returned  to  Warsaw  the  same  day. --Their  appearance 
there  however,  seems  to  have  alarmed  his  Excellency  the  Gover¬ 
nor.  When  he  heard  of  their  approach,  he  v/ent  out  and  met  part 
of  them  some  distance  from  town,  and  made  to  them  a  speech,  in 
v/hich  he  declared  his  purpose  to  maintain  the  Constitution  and 
Laws  of  the  State,  at  all  hazzards,  and  urged  the  troops  to  as¬ 
sist  him  in^-so  noble  an  undertaking;  to  which,  a  large  portion 
of  them  cheerfully  responded.  It  was  apparent  at  this  time, 
that  there  was  a  mutual  distrust  between  the  Governor  and 
General  Deming  and  many  of  the  troops.  General  Deming  immed¬ 
iately  gave  orders  for  the  Warsaw  forces  to  march  to  Golden’ s 
Point  on  the  27th,  v/ere  they  would  join  the  other  troops  as¬ 
sembled  at  Carthage,  preparatory  to  marching  into  Nauvoo,  in 
order  of  military  attack--the  object  of  this  order  is  not  ful¬ 
ly  known.  It  was  rumored  however,  that  the  Governor  proposed 
searching  the  City  for  Bogus  Dies  and  false  coin;  but  the 
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general  impression  among  the  troops  was,  that  it  was  to  in¬ 
timidate  the  Mormons.  On  the  morning  the  fatal  deed  was  done, 
all  the  troops  from  the  adjoining  counties  were  disbanded,  ex¬ 
cept  Capt.  Singleton  and  his  company  who  had  been  sent  to  Nau- 
voo  on  the  26th  to  take  military  possession. --Previous  to  this 
however,  the  Warsaw,  Green  Plains  and  Rocky  Run  troops,  five  com¬ 
panies  in  all,  took  up  the  line  of  march  for  Golden’ s  Point,  ac¬ 
cording  to  previous  orders.  While  on  the  route,  about  9  miles 
from  Warsaw,  they  received  orders  to  disband--they  were  dis¬ 
banded  .  Intelligence  was  at  the  same  time  received,  that  all 
the  troops  were  disbanded  except  four  small  companies  which 
would  probably  be  discharged  in  a  day  or  two. 

"It  is  certain  that  these  troops  were  highly  dissatisf led-- 
that  they  thought  the  Governor  had  trifled  with  them--that  they 
thought  furthermore,  that  the  evils  under  which  they  were  labor¬ 
ing,  had  not  been  reached,  and  could  only  be  removed  in  one  of 
two  ways;  either  by  expelling  the  body  of  the  mormons,  or  by 
cutting  off  their  leaders. 

..♦."Joe-  and  Hirum  Smith,  their  acknowledged  heads,  were 
in  the  custody  of  the  law--so  far  all  was  well,  they  had  the 
promise  of  the  Governor’s  protection;  this  was  not  well,  and 
we  think  was  not  generally  known,  until  his  Excellency  pro¬ 
claimed  it  after  the  catastrophe.” 

THE  WARSAW  SIGNAL  NEW  SERIES  no.  23,  Whole  No.  140,  Page  2 
Warsaw,  Illinois,  July  24,  1844.  Sharp  and  Head. 
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"POSTSCRIPT" 

DREADFUL  OUTRAGE. 

DEATH  OF  THE  MORMON  PROPHET  AND  HIS  BROTHER  I 

"We  stop  the  press  to  hasten  to] lay' before  our  readers 
the  Murder  of  Joseph  Smith  and  his  brother  Hyram.  The  news 
reached  here  early  the  morning  of  yesterday,  but  little  cre¬ 
dence  was  at  the  time  given  to  the  report  until  about  3  P.  M. , 
when  we  received  from  the  hands  of  a  gentleman  direct  from  the 
city  of  Nauvoo  the  following  developements  which  fully  corro¬ 
borates  the  report.  They  are  written  by  a  gentleman  of  un¬ 
doubted  varacity  for  truth,  and  the  statement  thus  given  of  this 

horrible  assassination  may  be  relied  on  as  correct. 

\ 

\ 

% 

"To  the  Editor  of  the  "Lee  Co.  Democrat:" 

Nauvoo,  June  28th,  1844. 

9  o’clock,  A.  M. 

"Sir,--I  hastento  inform  you  that  Joseph  Smith,  the  Mor¬ 
mon  Prophet,  and  his  brother  Hyram  Smith,  were  murdered  in  a 
jail  of  this  county,  at  about  5  o'clock  yesterday  afternoon. 

"On  Monday  last  Smiths  gave  themselves  up  to  the  civil 
authorities  under  the  most  solemn  assurances  of  Governor  Ford, 
that  they  should  be  protected,  and  received  of  no  personal  vio¬ 
lence.  On  Tuesday  they  both,  by  advice  of  Counsel,  voluntarily 
without  examination,  entered  into  recognition  for  their  appear¬ 
ance  at  the  next  Term  of  the  Hancock  Circuit  Court,  to  answer 
to  the  charge  of  riot  on  which  they  had  been  arrested. --While 
they  were  in  custody  under  the  above  charge  they  were  arrested 
on  a  charge  of  Treason  against  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  with¬ 


out  any  examination  committed  to  jail,  there  to  remain  until 
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discharged  by  due  course  of  law.  On  Wednesday  they  were 
brought  before  Justice  Smith,  and  time  given  until  12  o’clock, 
Thursday,  to  get  witnessess  ready  for  trial.  On  the  same  day 
the  Governor  held  a  council  of  w ar,  or  rather  of  officers,  and 
determined  to  march  all  the  troops  with  the  exception  of  one 
company  into  the  city  of  Nauvoo,  where  he  was  assured  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Singleton  who  was  stationed  at  Nauvoo,  that  all  was  peace 
and  quiet.  The  examination  of  Smiths  in  consequence  of  this 
determination  to  march  to  Nauvoo  were  from  some  cause  postponed 
until  Saturday  next.  On  Thursday  morning  the  orders  for  all 
the  troops  to  march  to  Nauvoo  were  from  some  cause  countermand¬ 
ed  and  most  of  the  troops  at  Carthage,  some  800  in  number  were 
\ 

disbanded.  One  company  of  some  50  men  were  left  at  Carthage  to 
protect  the  prisoners,  only  8  of  this  Company  was  stationed  at 
the  jail  as  guards  while  the  remainder  of  the  company  were  in 
camp  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant.  His  Excellency  with  some  fifty 
or  sixty  horsemen,  marched  to  Nauvoo  where  he  made  a  stump  speech 
to  what  he  called  the  military  saints,  advising  them  among  other 
things  to  give  up  all  their  arms,  as  they  had  given  up  those 

belonging  to  the  state. 

\ 

"In  absence  of  the  Governor,  an  armed  and  disguised  band 
of  men,  said  to  be  about  two  hundred  in  number  attacked  the  jail, 
overpowered  the  guard  of  eight  men,  entered  the  jail  and  shot 
both  the  Smiths.  Hyrum  received  a  ball  in  the  head,  and  merely 
had  time  to  exclaim,  "I  am  a  dead  man,"  and  expired;  Joseph 
Smith  received  a  number  of  balls  vrtiich  pierced  his  body,  some 
while  still  in  the  jail,  some  while  he  was  in  the  act  of  leap¬ 
ing  from  the  window  of  the  j£il,  and  others  after  he  reached 
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the  ground,  he  exclaimed,  "0  God, "--and  expired.  Elder  Tay¬ 
lor  who  was  also  in  the  jail,  not  a  prisoner,  but  as  a  friend 
of  Smiths,  received  several  flesh  wounds,  none  of  which  are  con¬ 
sidered  dangerous.  The  murderers  immediately  escaped  to  the 
woods,  before  the  company  of  soldiers,  left  at  Carthage,  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  jail.  The  murderers  were  disguised  with  paint  and 
of  course  not  known;  it  is  supposed  that  some  of  those  who  made 
the  attack  were  wounded  by  the  guard  who  fired  upon  them,  but 
not  so  as  to  prevent  their  escape. 

"The  news  was  received  here  about  daylight  this  morning, 
by  messengers  and  a  letter  from  Governor  Ford;  his  excellency 
calls  upon  the  Mormons  to  prepare  themselves  for  any  a  ttack 
that  may  be  made  upon  them;  and  says  that  he  has  again  called 
out  the  troops." . 

Yours  &c . " 

LEE  COUNTY  DEMOCRAT  Vol.  3,  No.  50,  Whole  No.  154,  Page  3 

Fort  Madison,  I.  T.,  Sat.,  June  29,  1844.  Editor  Not  given 

\ 

*iv”i  r*  c  «  a**/\  w 

FROM  THE  WARSAW  SIGNAL  OF  JUNE  29. 

...."It  was  expected  that  as  soon  as  the  news  (of  the 
death  of  the  Smiths)  reached  Nauvoo,  the  Mormons  would  take 
vengeance  on  Carthage  and  Warsaw.  The  Messenger,  however,  who 
started  for  Nauvoo  to  report  met  Gov.  Ford  returning  to  Carth¬ 
age,  and  was  not  permitted  to  go  further.  The  Governor  sent 
for  Capt.  Singleton’s  men,  who  were  in  Nauvoo,  and  proceeded  to 
Carthage.  The  Public  Records  were  removed  to  Augusta,  and  the 
women  and  children  sent  out  of  the  town.  Gov.  Ford  left  for 
Augusta,  and  we  learn  this  morning  that  he  had  proceeded  to 
Quincy. 


' 
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"In  Warsaw,  as  soon  as  the  news  of  the  death  of  the  two 
Smiths  was  received,  every  thing  was  placed  in  an  attitude  of 
defence,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  eurrounding  country  re¬ 
quested  to  come  to  our  aid.  A  portion  of  the  women  and  child- 
red  (sic)  passed  over  the  river." 

SAN GAM 0  JOURNAL.  No.  48,  Whole  No.  672,  Vol .  13,  Page  3.  Spring- 
field,  Ill.,  July  11,1844.  S.  Francis,  Editor. 

/»  WV  /<*  a  rTV  ** 

"HEAD  QUARTERS,  Carthage. 

June  29th, 

4  o’  clock,  A.  M. 

"Fellow  cCitizens  of  Hancock  County:- 

\ 

"Every  prospect  of  danger  from  the  Mormon  population  of 
this  county  is  removed  and  those  v/ho  have  retired  from  their 
homes  in  its  apprehension,  are  requested  forthwith  to  aid  in 
allaying  public  excitement  by  a  speedy  return.  A  communication 
this  A.  M.  received  from  the  authorities  of  Nauvoo,  brings  the 
most  satisfactory  assurances  that  no  retaliation  or  aggression 
will  be  resorted  to  by  the  citizens  any  part  of  the  county. 

The  butchery  of  the  prisoners  at  Carthage  has  the  execrations 
of  the  great  mass  of  our  citizens.  The  humane  and  patriotic 
of  Adams  co.  are  gathering  at  Carthage  for  the  maintenance  -  of 
our  laws  against  the  violators  of  law  of  any  party.  The  com¬ 
mand  of  Col.  Flood  consisting  of  220  well  armed  and  efficient 
men  will  be  at  Carthage  this  A.  M.  for  the  preservation  of 
order.  The  Governor's  return  from  Adams  is  hourly  expected. 

It  is  believed  that  no  other  forces  v/ill  be  necessary  for  the 
public  safety. 
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( Signed) 

M.  H.  Deeming, 

Brig.  Gen.” 

LEE  COUNTY  DEMOCRAT,  Vol.  5,  No.  50,  Whole  No.  154,  Page  6. 

Fort  Madison,  I.  T.,  June  29,  1844.  Editor  not  given. 

W  A"  a'V**  *  V/ w»*  V 

"MORMON." 

"Peace  and  quiet  reign  once  more  in  the  City  of  the  Lat¬ 
ter  Day  Saints.  The  calm  is  of  that  peculiar  nature  that  is 
experienced  by  a  people  dismayed  by  a  dreadful  calamity.  We 
trust,  however,  that  all  will  remain  tranquil.  We  understand 

that  a  great  many  emigrants  are  arriving  there  and  some  are 

> 

leaving. " .... 

HAWKEYE.  Vol.  60,  No.  7,  Page  2.  Burlington,  Iowa, 

July  11,  1844.  James  G.  Edwards,  Editor. 

1/  ru  x\/  r<»  y 

*  \~i\  'A*  'a'  Va'  W 

"MORMON  NEWS .  " 

"Governor  Ford  of  Illinois,  has  issued  an  order  calling  out 
12500  militia  from  various  counties  in  that  State  and  requiring 
them  properly  armed  and  equipped  to  proceed  to  Hancock  county. 
This  order,  it  is  supposed,  was  in  consequence  of  a  contem¬ 
plated  military  encampement  (sic)  to  take  place  at  Warsaw  from 
the  27th  of  September  to  the  2d  of  this  month.  A  Military 
meeting  was  held  at  Carthage  last  fall  and  this  season  it  was 
to  be  held  at  Warsaw.  The  Governor  fearing  something  hostile 
was  intended  or  might  ensue,  forthwith  issues  his  mandates  to 

his  loyal  officers  who  call  upon  the  rank  and  file . 

"The  Warsaw  Signal  of  the  26th  says  that  Governor  Ford 


,,  151  '3  4 

3 

■ 


246. 


was  on  his  way  to  Hancock  county  with  a  large  body  of  Sangamon 
and  Morgan  troops.  The  Mormons  were  much  alarmed  and  dreaded 
the  idea  of  militia  entering  Nauvoo . The  Lee  County  Demo¬ 

crat  of  the  28th  ult.  says  that  upwards  to  500  militia  were  at 
Nauvoo,  but  for  what  purpose  or  design  no  one  seemed  to  know. 

They  were  stationed  at  various  points  of  the  city,  divided  into 
companies.  Many  of  the  Mormons  were  frightened  at  such  warlike 
movements  and  were  leaving  the  city.” 

HAWKEYE.  Vol,  6--N0.  19--Page  2.  Burlington,  Iowa,  Oct.  3,  1844 
James  G.  Edwards,  Editor. 

*A*^,""n** nTWVVx 

Extracts  from 

MESSAGE  OP  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  THE  STATE  OP  ILLINOIS  IN 

Relation  to  THE  DISTURBANCES  IN  HANCOCK  COUNTY. 

December  23,  1844 

....’’During  the  latter  part  of  August  and  first  of  Sep¬ 
tember  last,  I  observed  that  the  Anti-Mormon  paper,  in  Hancock 
county,  renewed  its  attacks  on  the  Mormons;  every  number  of  which 
groaned  with  charges  of  larcencies  (sic)  and  robberies  and  med¬ 
itated  outrages.  By  this  fact,  connected  with  my  previous  in¬ 
formation,  I  was  certain  that  the  time  was  approaching  when,  a 
new  attempt  was  to  be  made  to  expel  the  Mormons.  In  a  short  time 
afterwards,  I  ascertained  that  the  officer  of  the  militia  in  Han¬ 
cock  county  had  appointed  a  grand  military  parade,  at  Warsaw,  to 
come  off  on  the  26th  day  of  October.  Circulars  were  printed, 
signed  by  the  officers,  and  extensively  circulated  in  the  Iowa 
Territory;  in  the  State  of  Missouri;  and  in  the  neighboring 
counties;  inviting  the  militia  in  those  parts,  to  attend  the 


247. 


parade;  and  to  come  prepared  for  a  six  days  encampment. 

. "It  was  also  extensively  given  out,  that  there  was 

to  be  a  grand  wolf  hunt;  and  that  the  Mormons  and  Jack  Mormons 
were  the  wolves  to  be  hunted.  A  large  number  engaged  in  get¬ 
ting  up  this * movement ,  openly  stated,  that  the  object  of  it  was, 

v. 

to  make  war  on  the  Mormons . 

MI  could  not  hesitate,  as  to  what  duty  required.  The  State 
had  already  been  in  danger  of  disgrace  by  a  treacherous  and 
cowardly  murder.  The  Mormons  had  been  peaceable,  submissive 
and  quiet,  ever  since  the  death  of  the  Smiths,  and  contrary  to 
general  expectation  instead  of  attempting  revenge,  either  openly 
or  secretly,  had  quietly,  and  patiently  submitted  to  the  slow 
operation  of  the  laws  to  redress  their  grievances. 

"They  were  human  beings;  and  citizens  of  the  State.  They 

# 

had  not  been  disfranchised  by  law,  and  were  constitutionally 
entitled  to  protection. 

"Rrom  respect  to  the  prejudices  of  my  fellow-citizens,  I 
declined  to  authorise  (sic)  the  legion  to  be  called  out,  to  sup¬ 
press  disturbances;  but  immediately  issued  a  call  for  volen- 
teers  from  the  State  militia." 

THE  WARSAW  SIGNAL.  New  Series  No.  46--Whole  No.  161--Pages  1, 

2,  4.  Warsaw,  Illinois,  Jan.  15,  1845.  Thomas  C.  Sharp,  Editor. 

Va'Wm  *<»  r'v* "vci* 

"PUBLIC  MEETING  IN  WARSAW." 

"In  pursuance  of  public  notice,  a  meeting  of  the  citizens 
of  Warsaw  convened  at  the  session  room  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  on  the  1st  of  Jan.  1845. 

"The  meeting  was  organized  by  calling  K.  I.  CHITTENDEN  to 
the  Chair,  and  appointing  M.  COUCKMAN  secretary. 

"The  object  of  the  meeting  having  been  explained  by 


» 
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Wm.  N.  Grover,  Esq. 

"On  motion  of  Thomas  C.  Sharp,  Esq.  it  v/as 

"Resolved,  That  the  chair  appoint  a  committee  of  three, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  nominate  for  the  approval  of  the  meet¬ 
ing,  a  further  committee  of  six,  to  be  styled  the  ’Central 
Anti-Mormon  Committee  of  the  county  of  Hancock . 

"On  motion  of  John  D.  Meellon,  it  was 

"Resolved ,  That  the  chair  appoint  a  Committee  of  six  to 
draw  up  a  suitable  memorial  to  the  Legislature,  praying  them  to 
investigate  the  whole  matter,  and  collect  facts  in  the  case  as 
they  exist,  not  as  stated  by  Governor  Ford,  in  his  Special  Re¬ 
port . 

» 

"The  committee  appointed  to  draft  a  memorial  to  the  Legis¬ 
lature,  subsequently  prepared  the  following,  which  has  been 
circulated  for  signatures. 

MEMORIAL 

"To  the  Honorable ,  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  of  the  State  of  Illinois ,  in  General  Assembly 

convened. 

"The  undersigned,  c itizens  of  Hancock  county,  respect¬ 
fully  represent  to  your  Honorable  Body,  that  they  have  read 
with  mingled  feelings  of  surprise  and  mortification,  a  commun¬ 
ication  made  to  your  body  on  the  23d  of  December  last,  by  His 
Excellency,  the  Governor  of  the  State. --In  this  communication 
are  charges  of  a  serious  and  grave  character- -charges,  the  half 
of  which,  if  true,  would  render  us  entirely  unworthy  the  soci¬ 
ety  and  confidence  of  honorable- men,  and  stamp  us  as  fit  assoc¬ 
iates  of  the  lawless  and  abondoned  (sic). 


■  -O 
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"Feeling  in  our  hearts  that  these  charges  are  false --know¬ 
ing  that  they  have  no  foundation  in  truth--and  believing  that 
they  are  the  offspring  of  the  ignorance,  prejudice  and  male¬ 
volence  of  our  enemies,  we,  a  portion  of  your  constituents  , 
most  respectfully  invite  your  attention  to  an  investigation  of 
them.  We  cannot  remain  silent,  while  foul  aspersions  and  dead¬ 
ly  slanders  are  thus  permitted  to  go  forth  from  the  Executive 
chamber,  to  do  their  insidious  and  intended  work  in  blasting  our 
names,  and  destroying  our  reputation  in  the  estimation  of  men. 
Heretofore,  when  similar  charges  have  been b rought  against  us, 
by  individuals  in  private  life,  it  has  been  sufficient,  in  order 

to  disarm  any  prejudice  that  a  plain  statements  of  facts  should 

\ 

be  made.  But  now  the  case  is  changed.  These  charges  have  been 
endorsed  by  the  Executive,  in  an  official  communication  to  your 
body.  They  are  no w  before  you  and  before  the  world,  by  an  of¬ 
ficial  act  of  the  Governor  of  the  State. 

"As  an  act  of  justice  to  ourselves,  we  now  ask  an  investi¬ 
gation  into  these  charges,  by  a  committee  of  your  Honorable  body. 
We  challenge  our  enemies  to  produce  before  you  the  evidence  on 
which  they  have  founded  their  malignant  slanders. 

"We  demand  the  evidence  of  the  charge  that  even  a  portion 

of  our  hostility  to  the  Mormons  has  arisen  from  religious  con¬ 

siderations: 

"We  demand  the  evidence  on  which  it  is  asserted  by  his  Ex¬ 
cellency,  that  our  antipathy  to  the  Mormons  proceeds  from  a 

political  source : 

"i'/e  demand  the  proof  of  the  statement  made  by  his  Excellen¬ 


cy,  that  our  people  have  maliciously  reported  thefts  and  lateen- 


. 
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ies  without  foundation: 

"We  demand  the  proofs  on  which  his  Excelliency  founds  the 
charge  that  the  people  of  Warsaw  passed  resolutions  unqualified¬ 
ly  to  exterminate  the  Mormon  population: 

"And  finally,  we  demand  the  evidence  on  v/hich  is  founded 
the  charge  of  a  design  on  our  part  to  get  up  a  civil  v/ar  in  Oct¬ 
ober  last,  and  which  led  to  the  military  campaign  of  that  month. 

"All  these  charges,  and  many  similar  ones,  which  it  is  un¬ 
necessary  to  detail  preferred  against  us  by  his  Excellency,  we 
pronounce  false;  and  we  demand  the  evidence  upon  v/hich  they  are 
founded . 

"We  therefore  ask  your  honorable  body  to  appoint  a  commit- 

\ 

tee  to  visit  our  county,  or  to  hold  their  sessions  at  the  seat 
of  Government,  as  your  body  may  think  best,  to  take  into  con¬ 
sideration  the  charges  and  statements  contained  in  the  Message 
of  his  Excellency,  and  the  evidence  on  which  such  charges  and 
statements  are  founded." 

THE  WARSAW  SIGNAL  New  Series--No.  45— Whole  No.  160--Page  1. 
Warsaw,  Illinois,  Jan.  8,  1845.  Thos,  C.  Sharp. 

.  _*>  ji<  u  \t 

v*  */»*'</  vr 

"MEETING  AT  MONTE  BELLO" 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Monte  Bello  Precinct  in 
Hancock  county,  Jan.  7th,  1845,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into 
consideration,  and  expressing  some  opinion  in  regard  to  numerous 
charges  made  against  the  old  citizens  of  said  county,  by  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  this  State,  in  his  Special  Message  to  the  Legislature, 
on  the  23d  of  December,  1844. 
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"The  committee  to  draft  resolutions  submitted  the  following 
’’1st.  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  so 
much  of  the  Governor's  late  Message,  relating  to  the  late  dis¬ 
turbances  in  Hancock  county,  as  charges  that  the  excitement  was 
caused  by  the  Mormon  religion  is  incorrect.  Resolved  forther, 
That  we  differ  materially  from  the  Governor  in  regard  to  the 
thieving  operation,  inasmuch  as  there  has  been  one  hundred  times 
more  thefts  committed  in  this  settlement,  in  proportion  to  the 
inhabitants,  since  the  Mormons  came  amongst  us,  than  before. 

’’2nd.  Resolved,  That  the  excitement  of  the  old  citizens  a- 
gainst  the  Mormons  is  not  in  consequence  of  their  religion, 
politics,  their  voting  as  one  man,  or  their  immoral  practices 
among  themselves;  but  is  caused  by  their  thefts,  aggressions, 
and  other  outrages  committed  against  us,  and  the  community  gen¬ 
erally. 

"3d.  Resolved,  That  from  experience,  we  believe  the  Mormons 
to  be  an  immoral,  dishonest  people  (as  a  body)  and  entirely  un¬ 
worthy  of  confidence. 

"Tlge  above  Resolutions  were  read,  and  unanimously  adopted. 

"B.  B.  Gates  offered  the  following  resolution  which  was 
unanimously  adopted: 

” Resolved,  That  we  have  read  with  regret,  the  Special  Mes¬ 
sage  of  his  Excellency  Thomas  Ford , ih-.v/hich  he  pre'fers  many 
grave  charges  against  us  Anti-Mormons  and  old  citizens  of  Han¬ 
cock  county,  which  we  deem  false  and'  unfounded . ” 

THE  WARSAW  SIGNAL.  Whole  No.  162— New  Series  No.  47--Page,3 
Warsaw,  Illinois,  Jan.  22,  1845.  Thos-;  C.  Sharp. 
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BRETHREN  IN  TROUBLE  I 
Only  Ten  Mormons  In  Qdincy  Jail  1  I 

Lima,  Feb.  12,  1845 

"Mr.  Editor :--The  following  facts  in  relation  to  five  per¬ 
sons  belonging  to  that  class  of  our  community,  v/ho  call  them¬ 
selves  a  good,  honest,  law-abiding  people,  persecuted  for  relig¬ 
ious  sake;  or  in  other  words,  ’Latter  day  Saints,"  are  at  your 
disposal . 

"On  last  Friday  night,  there  was  stolen  from  the  house  of 

/ 

one  Mr.  Owen,  of  our  county,  (Adams),  the  following  articles  of 
property  Viz:  bushels  of  wheat;  9  hams  of  a  bacon  and  sev-  - 

eral  pounds  of  dried  beef;  from  the  possession  of  one  Mr.  Stin- 
er,  two  bee  gums  with  their  contents.  The  waggon,  supposed  to 
have  conveyed  off  the  aforementioned  articles,  was  traced  along 
the  road  leading  from  said  Owne ’ s  house  to  the  Morley’ s  settle- 
ment.  On  nearing  the  settlement,  it  was  discovered  to  have 
turned  off  the  road  a  short  distance,  where,  concealed  in  a 
thicket,  were  found  the  bee  gums.  Returning  again  to  the  road, 
it  was  traced  to  the  house  of  one  Amos  Cox,  v/here  it  was  dis¬ 
covered  to  be  the  property  of  one  F.  W.  Cox. 

"One  of  the  horses  worked  to  said  waggoii,  belonged  to  "Fath- 
er  Morley"  head  of  the  Mormon  settlement. 

"TJiree  of  the  bacon  hams  were  found  in  the  house  of  one 
Joseph  Huff  and  a  part  of  the  wheat  in  the  house  of  Warren  Snow. 
What  happened  next  I  need  not  relate;  suffice  it  to  say,  that 
this  morning  I  say/,  attended  by  the  proper  officer  and  a  suf- 

4 

ficient  guard,  the  following  named  persons,  viz:  Abraham  Losa, 
Warren  Snow,  Amos  Cox,  and  Joseph  Huff,  on  a  charge  of  Larceny 
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and  John.  R.  Gilbert  on  a  charge  of  Perjury,  (arising  out  of  the 
same  case,)  take  their  exit  for  the  Stone  House,  with  Iron  doors, 
which  stands  in  the  rear  of  a  large  brick  house  in  Quincy,  east 
of  the  public  square,'  where  they  w ill  be  likely  to  meet  with  a 
few  of  their  brethren- -brethren,  not  only  in  crime,  but  in  be¬ 
lief. 

"I  am  sick  and  wear y  of  the  trouble  which  these  rascally 
Mormons  gave  me  to  get  justice  done  them,  during  the  last  48 
hours,  yet  if  the  reports  of  the  last  thefts  I  hear  to  be  true 
my  task  is  not  half  done.  Will  the  Editor  of  the  Nauvoo  Neigh¬ 
bor  please  to  copy  for  the  Benefit  of  Henry  Jacobs  and  any 

other  of  the  brethren,  they  maylsend  to  our  village  to  make  us 

\ 

;  X 

believe  they  are  persecuted  for  righteousness  sake?  T.  L.  B. 

"P .  S.--We  had  an  example  of  the  willingness  of  the  breth¬ 
ren  to  bring  criminals  to  justice  in  our  part  of  the  country 

V 

last  Sabbath.  Thos .  G.  Hill  went  to  their  meeting  house,  where 
they  were  assembled  together,  reminded  them  of  their  oft  re¬ 
peated  promise :  told  them  he  had  a  warrant  to  search 
for  stolen  property,  and  would  be  glad  of  their  assistance.  Did 
any  of  them  go  with  him?  Only  one,  and  he  wasn’t  a  Mormon. 


"Since  receiving  the  above  from  our  correspondent  we  learn 
that  three  more  of  the  Brethren,  names  not  known,  have  been 
sent  to  Quincy  jail. 

"We  learn,  further,  that  about  a  week  since,  two  Mormons, 
living  near  Quincy,  were  discovered  in  the  act  of  stealing  corn 
and  hay  from  one  of  the  Gentiles.  The  owner  the  property  got 
out  a  writ--met  the  Mormons  on  the  road  with  their  booty-- took 
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them  prisoners,  and  lodged  them  in  Quincy  jail.  Ten  Mormons  in 
Quincy  jail  in  one  week  for  stealing!  Pretty  well  for  a  lav/ 

i 

loving  and  lav/  abiding  people,  who  are  anxious  and  willing  to 
ferret  out  and  punish  all  thieves  !  This  Mormon  scheme  of  send¬ 
ing  out  fifty  missionaries  to  convince  the  world  that  they  are 
honest  and  don’t  steal;  but  want  all  thieves  punished  is  work¬ 
ing  admirably.  The  way  they  are  milking  the  Gentiles  below  is 
a  sight." 

THE  WARSAW  SIGNAL.  New  Series  No.  51- -Whole  No.  166- -Page  2 
Warsaw,  Illinois,  February  19,  1845.  Thos.  C.  Sharp,  Pub. 

r</  V  V  V  U  U 

4  r*  r  \  «r  v  vr 

"INDICTMENTS  IN  MORMONDOM. --The  Kauvoo  Neighbor  of  Oct. 

\ 

30,  contains  the  following: 

"’THE  MURDERS  AT  CARTHAGE. --We  understand  that  true  bills 
of  Indictment  have  been  found  against  several  persons  of  Han¬ 
cock  county,  for  the  murder  of  Joseph  and  Hyram  Smith,  on  the 
27th  June  last.  Among  the  most  conspicuous  are  Col.  Levi  Wil¬ 
liams,  Thomas  C.  Sharp,  Mark  Aldrich,  and  Jacob  C.  Davis,  a 
Senator  in  the  Legislature  of  Illinois. 

"'Since  these  indictments  were  found,  strong  symptoms 
have  developed  themselves  in  the  case  of  the  Laws,  Fosters, 
and  Hibees. 

"’There  is  more  truth  whispered  round  Hal, 

Than  your  philospohpy  ever  dreamed  of.’.... 

"The  individuals  indicted  for  the  murder  of  the  Smiths, 
asked  for  an  immediate  trial. --They  have  all  subpoened  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  as  a  witness,  in  their  respective  cases." 


* 
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SAN  GAM  0  JOURNAL.  Vol.  14--No.  14— Whole  No.  690,  Page  2. 
Springfield,  Ill.,  Nov.  14,  1844.  S.  Francis. 

X  j j  \  vw  -w.  x  j  i : ». 

4%  A  A  A  A  4«  A  A  - 

"V le  have  seen  a  Proclamation  from  Gov.  Ford,  published  in  the 
Nauvoo  Neighbor,  offering  a  reward  for  two  hundred  dollars  for  the 
apprehension  of  Levi  Williams,  Thos.  C.  Sharp,  editor  of  the 

Warsaw  Signal,  and  Jospeh  H.  Jackson,  who  are  said  to  be  acces¬ 
sary  to  the  murder  of  Joe  Smith  and  his  brother  Hiram.  A  num¬ 
ber  of  writs  were  issued  for  the  arrest  of  some  seventy  others. 

/ 

Williams  and  Sharp,  have  since  been  arrested  and  admitted  to  bail." 
LEE  COUNTY  DEMOCRAT .  Vol.  4-13.  Whole  No.  169.  Page  2. 

Fort  Madison,  I.  T.  Oct.  12,  1844.  R.  Wilson  Albrihgt 

V 

* 

"a*  "a*  "a"  a"  "a*  "a'  "a*  “a" 

"From  our  Correspondent. 
"CARTHAGE,  May  28th,  1845 

"Mr.  EDWARDS- -Dear  Sir:--As  I  suppose  you  feel  an  interest 
in  the  trial  now  in  progress  here?  I  take  pleasure  in  throwing 
together  a  few  items  to  enable  you  to  form  an  opinion  of  the  state 
of  the  case.  You  are  av/are  that  five  were  indicted  for  the  mur¬ 
der  of  the  Smiths;  Sharp,  Davis,  Williams,  Aldrich,  and  Grover. 

They  were  first  arraigned  for  the  murder  of  Joseph  Smith,  and  if 
acquitted  on  that  indictment,  will  probably  be  arraigned  for  the 
murder  of  Hiram  Smith.  I  say  probably,  for  the  Prosecuting  At¬ 
torney  may  abandon  the  case  if  unsuccessful  on  this  indictment. 

The  regular  panel  has  been  set  aside  and  a  new  Jury  empanedled. 

The  Sheriff  shared  the  same  fate,  on  an  affidavit  of  hispartial- 
lity,  and  Mr.  Bedell  of  Warsaw  supplies  his  place.  So  far  every 
thing  has  been  orderly  and  decorous  and  the  interest  in  the  case. 


' 
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though  deep,  has  not  manifested  itself  in  any  undue  form.-- 
There  are  but  few  Mormons  in  town  except  the  witnesses  for  the 
prosecution.  Mr.  Laborn  of  Springfield  is  the  Leading  Attorney 

for  the  State,  sent  dovm,  I  understand,  by  the  Governor.  (Query 

\ 

Is  not  such  a  proceeding  an  unconstitutional  stretch  of  pwwer?)- 
Messers  Browning,  Warren,  and  Skinner  conduct  the  defence.  You 
will  at  once  perceive  that  there  is  an  array  of  legal  talent  in 
the  case  which  adds  much  to  its  intrinsic  interest. 

"The  evidence  (quite  voluminous)  was  closed  today.  The 
evidence  for  the  prosecution  has  been  very  positive  and  to  the 
point  nominally,  but  never  were  witnesses  more  thoroughly  rid¬ 
dled  in  the  cross-examination.  So  completely  and  effectually 
were  they  discredited,  even  from t heir  own  mouths,  that  the  Pros 
ecuting  Attorney  felt  himself  obliged  to  declare  three  of  them 
perjured  scoundrels.  I  cannot  ^ive  even  a  synopsis  of  the  evi¬ 
dence,  from  its  length;  but  it  will  probably  be  published,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  speeches  of  the  attorneys  engaged.  The  publi¬ 
cation  must  be  interesting.  The  speaking  commenced  today.  Mr. 
Warren  spoke  for  an  hour  and  a  half  in  his  best  style.  He  is 
an  able  and  effective  speaker,  and  his  biting  sarcasm  and  keen 
wit  had  every  chance  for  display.  0.  H.  Browning,  Esq.,  speaks 
tomorrow,  and  you  will  be  aware  that  he  cannot  surpassed  be  as 
a  vigorous  and  powerful  speaker.  The  Jury  will  probably  re¬ 
tire  tomorrow  night,  to  make  up  their  verdict,  but  there  seems 
to  be  no  doubt  of  the  result.  It  is  generally  thought  that  the 
Jury  will  not  be  out  half  an  hour,  and  that  a  verdict  of  'not 
guilty,'  will  be  rendered  for  each  defendant.  Two  of  tehm, 


jj 
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Davis  and  Grover,  are  vitually  clear,  as  the  prosecution  admit 
that  there  is  no  evidence  against  them. 

"The  whole  appears  more  like  a  farce  than  a  solemn  trial, 
involving  the  lives  of  five  men.  The  defendants  are  at  large 
without  bail,'  the  most  unconcerned  men  of  any  engaged  in  the 
proceeding.  This  fact  itself  shows  plainly  what  the  general 
opinion  is  as  to  their  guilt,  and  how  certain  is  their  ac¬ 
quittal  . 

"As  I  mentioned  before,  there  is  great  interest  in  the  pro¬ 
ceedings,  although  not  from  any  fear  of  the  result.  Still  every 
thing  is  quiet,  and  likely  to  remain  so,  so  far  as  the  present 
proceedings  are  concerned,  but  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  the 
ill  feeling  already  existing  in  the  county  will  be  allayed  by 
this  trial.  On  the  contrary  it  must  be  increased  and  there  is 
no  probability  that  the  ’Old  Citizens  of  Hancock  iT  and  the  Mor- 

i 

mons  can  ever  inhabit  peaceably  the  same  county.  Which  of  them 
will  give  way  to  the  other,  time  only  can  demonstrate. 

J.  T.  M." 

BURLINGTON  HAWHEYE .  Vol.  7-~No.  2--Page  3.  June  5,  1845. 
Bairlington,  Iowa.  James  G.  Edwards . 

1/  _W  \0  %t  \0  Jk#  \0  *  t  \» 
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"THE  MORMON  DIFFICULTIES." 

...."The  death  of  the  Smiths,  has  not  the  least,  changed 
the  ground  of  controversy  between  them  (Mormons  &  Anti-Mormohs )  . 
The  mornons  have  the  same  power  to  do  mischief  that  they  had 
before.  They  still  have  their  charter,  under  which  they  enact¬ 
ed  ordinances  to  destroy  private  property- -and  who  doubts  that 
whan  numbers  shall  strengthen  their  hands,  they  will  further 
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exercise  their  power  to  the  annoyance  of  those  who  do  not  agree 
with  them  in  their  religious  tenets?  They  are  v/e  notice  by  the 
'Times  and  Seasons,’  calling  upon  their  followers  to  gather  at 
Nauvoo--they  have  too,  we  learn  by  a  gentleman  who  knows,  pro¬ 
cured  a  large  number  of  stand  of  arms,  (bought  in  New  Orleans,) 
to  arm  their  legion. --The  State  arms  having  been  taken  from  them. 
Now  doe3  all  this  bode  what?  It  does  not/look  like  peace--it 
does  not  look  as  though  they  were  disposed  to  scatter  abroad 
over  the  land,  and  live  like  other  people.  The  issue  still  re¬ 
mains  between  the  mormons  and  the  anti-mormons  of  Hancock.  Which 
shall  leave  the  county?  Both  cannot  remain  any  length  of  time 
in  peace,  and  one  or  the  other  must- eventually  leave.  Of  the  two, 
v/e  think  there  can  be  but  one  opinion  among  candid  men,  which 
shall  leave.  The  old  settlers  of  Hancock  have  a  pre-emptive 
right  to  the  soil.  They  were  the  first  there--they  were  the 
pioneers  to  open  the  lands  and  cultivate  them,  and  unti}.  the  Mor¬ 
mons  came  among  them,  they  were  a  people  noted  for  their  quiet 
and  industrious  habits  and  love  of  law  and  peace.  Neither  were 
the  people  of  Hancock  the  first  aggressors  in  the  late  outbreak, 
as  the  communication  of  our  friends  clearly  shows--and  sorry 
v/ould  v/e  be  to  see  them  leave  a  county  which  owes  much  of  its 
wealth  to  their  industry  and  enterprise.  Another  thing:  what 
v/ould  be  gained  by  such  a  suicidal  policy  on  their  part?  They 
v/ould  not  better  their  condition  in  all  probability,  and  cer¬ 
tainly  not  the  condition  of  their  friends  they  leave  behind. 
Suppose  they--that  is  the  old  citizens  of  Hancock--should  leave 
the  county,  the  Mormons  of  course,  v/ould  crov/d  In,  and  made  Han¬ 
cock  to  the  neighboring  counties,  v/hat  Nauvoo  is  now  to  Hancock 
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county- -and  an  annoyance  and  an  eyesore,  which  would  and  must 
lead  to  trouble,  civil  war  and  blood-shed.  This  would  be  the 
inevitable  consequence--because  it  is  abundantly  demonstrated 

to  be  a  matter  of  impossibility  for  a  mass  of  people,  of  the 

\ 

character  of  the  mormons,  under  the  military,  religious  and  civil 
administration  of  one  or  more  unworthy  men,  with  their  peculair 
notions  regarding  their  own  state  of  rights  and  privileges,  to 
live  in  the  same  community,  or  the  same  State,  with  those  who 
abide  by  our  present  laws,  and  who  cannot  but  look  upon  the  whole 
Mormon  scheme  of  government  and  religion  as  a  shallow  imposition 
to  delude  the  weak  and  credulous.  What  has  been,  will  be  again. 
And  from  what  we  know  of  the  feelings  of  the  Hancock  people,  we 
are  satisfied  the  difficulties  with  the  Mormons  have  Hardly  yet 
commenced. ,f .... 

THE  WARSAW  SIGNAL.  New  Series- -No.  24,  Whole  No.  141,  Page  3 
Warsaw,  Illinois.  July  31,  1844.  Sharp  &  Head. 

O  M  W  \»  , 
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LAST  MOVE. 

. ”We  will  now  state  our  candid  conviction  to  the  world, 

that  there  is  only  one  way  to  quiet  Hancock  County,  and  that  is 
to  remove  one  or  the  other  of  the  two  classes  of  population. 

We  are  now  living  in  a  perfect  state  of  anarchy.  A  civil  officer 
does  not  feel  safe  in  going  amongst  the  Mormons  to  execute  pro¬ 
cess;  and  v/e  are  sure  that  a  Mormon  officer  would  not  be  in  at¬ 
tempting  the  like  with  the  old  citizens.  The  one  party  cannot 
trust  the  other,  and  they  will  resist  by  force  before  they  will 
submit  to  any  attempt  to  -bring  them  to  trial  before  their  dead¬ 
ly  enemies . 
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"Nov;  v/e  put  the  question  to  every  candid  man,  is  it  pos¬ 
sible  for  the  two  classes  of  population,  who  regard  each  other 
Y/ith  feeling  of  the  most  venemous  hostility,  both  individually' 
and  collectively,  and  who  have  no  confidence  in  the  disposition 
of  the  one,  to  render  justice  to  the  other,  to  remain  in  the 
same  county  quiet?  We  say  that  it  is  impossible  I  The  remedy, 
and  the  only  remedy  then  is  apparent--one  or  the  other  must 
leave.  Which  shall  it  be?".,.. 

THE  WARSAW  SIGNAL.  New  Series--No.  23— Whole  No.  140--Page  3 
Warsaw,  Illinois,  July  24,  1844.  Sharp  &  Head. 
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"The  following,  from  the  Quincy  Whig  will  exhibit  the 
state  of  feeling  among  many  of  the  people  in  the  surrounding 
counties.  They  are  extremely  anxious  that  the  old  citizens  of 

this  county  shoul  d  remain,  in  order  that  we  may  keep  the  Mor- 

\ 

mons  from  troubling  them.  They  extend,  therefore,  to  us  their 
sympathy  for  our  sufferings,  and  assure  us  of  their  kind  feel¬ 
ings  towards  us,  and  their  hatred  of  the  Mormons;  but  we  assure 
them,  that  their  sympathy  wil]/never  relieve  us  of  the  evils  un¬ 
der  v/hich  v/e  labor.  We  have  no  legal  remedy- -our  only  means  of 
protection's  by  forcible  resistance  to  aggression.  Yet  if  we 
attempt  to  protect  ourselves  in  this  manner,  v/e  are  called  mob- 
ocrats--the  Governor  hurls  his  anathamas,  and  the  press  echoes, 
that  v/e  are  s/back  of  debased  and  brutal  v/retches. 

*  "We  do  not  v/ish  to  misconstrue  the  feeling  of  the  people 
of  the  surrounding  counties.  We  do  not  believe  that e  ven  a 
majority  of  them  v/ill  ask  the  people  of_this  county,  to  enjoy 
peace,  by  extending  to  our  cut  throat  neighbors  the  hand  of 
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friendship.  It  is  asking  too  much  of  the  old  citizens  of 
Hancock,  to  advise  them  to  reamin  here  in  constant  dread;  their 
lives  and  property  being  in  the  power  of  an  unprincipled  band 
of  devils,  in  order  that  they  may  keep  trouble  from  our  neigh¬ 
borhood.  It  is  especially  ungenerous  (sic)  in  you  Mr.  Whig,  who 
but  a  few  weeks  since  hurled  your  denunciations  against  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  this  county,  for  having  taken  the  lav/  into  their  own  hands, 
when  they  were  convineed  that  there  was  no  other  remedy.  If  you 
had  simply  condemned  the  act,  as  an  outrage,  we  would  not  have 
murmured;  but  to  denounce  men,  who  thought  that  they  were  doing 
their  God  and  their  country  a  service,  as  a  band  of  assassins 

and  cold  blooded  murderers,  when  you  knew,  or  should  have  known  • 

\ 

the  provocation  that  existed,  is  to  say  the  least  of  it,  ungen¬ 
erous.  Mr.  Whig,  what  good  do  you  suppose  your  sympathy  will 

do  us,  if  you  can  denounce  us  whenever  we  commit,  under  the  str- 

\ 

ongest  provocation,  a  violation  of  the  strict  letter  of  the  law, 
when  you  know  that  the  law  can  furnish  no  remedy?  We  want  some¬ 
thing  from  our  neighbors  stronger  than  sympathy,  or  we  will  be 
compelled  to  leave  them  to  the  blessings  of  Mormon  neighborhood.” 
THE  WARSAW  SIGNAL.  New  Series--No.  24— Whole  No.  141- -Page  3. 
Warsaw,  Illinois,  July  31,  1844.  Sharp  and  neadl 
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”T0  HIS  EXCELLENCY  THOMAS  FORD,  GOVERNOR  OF  THE  STATE  OF  ILL." 

”Sir--As  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  our  State  we  acknowledge 
your  authority  to  e  xecute  the  laws  however  inadequate  they  may 
be  to  protect  the  lives,  reputation,  and  pro^rty  of  your  citizens; 
and  we  are  bound  in  justice  to  your  character  as  a  man,  as  well 
as  your  high  station  as  executive  of  the  State,  to  award  to  you 
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the  most  patriotic  motives  in  all  your  conduct  in  our  present 
unhappy  difficulties  with  the  Mormons.  We  doubt  not  sit,  that 
you  have  sincerely  felt  a  desire  to  save  our  country  from  the 

thousand  evils  of  a  civil  war,  and  at  the  same  time  to  protect 

\ 

the  highest  rights  and  interests  of  our  citizens  without  violat¬ 
ing  the  supremacy  of  the  laws.  For  these  patriotic  demonstra¬ 
tions  you  have  our  most  grateful  acknowledgements .  Having  said 
thus  much  sir,  we  trust  we  may  be  permitted  to  lay  before  you 
with  respectful  deference,  a  brief  history  of  our  condition  in 
relation  to  the  Mormons;  the  causes  that  have  led  to  the  deter¬ 
mined  hostility  between  them  and  ourselves,  and  then  call  your 
serious  attention  to  the  consequences  which  must  inevitably  re¬ 
sult  from  the  present  position  of  our  affairs.  It  is  needless 
to  trace  out  the  history  of  this  people  from  their  first  organ¬ 
ization  as  a  church;  let  us  take  them  as  we  found  them  in  1338, 
when  they  were  expatriated  from  Missouri.  They  came  to  our 
State  ir^nisery  and  want,  and  by  a  well  told  tale  of  wrongs  and 
persecutions  inflicted  by  the  citizens  of  Missouri,  so  far  im¬ 
posed  on  our  credulity,  as  to  awaken  our  sympathies  actively  in 
their  behalf.  They  were  admitted  into  our  county  and  received 
v/ith  the  most  hospitable  feelings;  were  pitied  by  the  mass  of 
the  citizens  and  flattered  by  designing  politicians  of  both  part¬ 
ies.  Exclusive  privileges  unheard-of  before  in  the  history  of 
our  State  Legislation,  were  heaped  upon  them  and  up  to  the  pre¬ 
sent  moment,  demmaggogues  (sic)  of  either  political  parties  have 
seemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  their  kind  offices. 

Mi,lany  of  the  principal  men  were  charged  v/ith  the  commission 
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of  high  crimes  in  Missouri.  It  is  well  that  Joseph  and  Hirum 
Smith  were  confined  on  chafges  of  high  treason,  and  that  they 
escaped  from  the  State  and  from  justice  either  through  the  cor¬ 
rupt  cupidity  of  their  guard,  or  the  assistance  of  their  de- 

\ 

voted  followers  in  crime. 

"The  mass  of  this  people  then,  as  we  are  assured  by  the 
most  indubitable  authority,  were  either  abandoned  rogues,  drawn 
together  for  mutual  protection  in  their  acts  of  lawless  villainy, 
or  musguided  fanatics  equally  subservient  to  the  will  of  their 
leaders  and  actually  dangerous  to  the  peace  and  well  being  of 
society.  Missouri  was  blamed  for  expelling  them  from  the  bord- 
ders  but  an  enlightened  public  sentiment  has  long  since  justi¬ 
fied  her  course,  not  only  as  a  measure  of  wise  expediency  but 
one  of  absolute  necessity.  From  t  heir  first  appearance  among 
us  notwithstanding  the  kindness  with  which  they  were  received 
among  us  they  have  committed  and  encouraged  others  to  c  ommit  theft 
murder,  adultry  and  other  heinous  crimes  cardinal  points  in 
their  religion.  These  are  high  charges,  we  know  sir,  but  they 
can  be  sustained.  They  have  a  band  of  chosen  men  sworn  to  ex¬ 
ecute  the  commands  of  their  high  Council,  at  all  hazards,  and 
in  return,  these  desperadoes,  ready  for  all  kinds  of  work,  have 
their  personal  safety  guaranteed  by  twelve  or  fifteen  thousand 
men,  who  are  bound  together  by  the  strongest  ties  that  ever 
united  a  people  in  common  brotherhood. 

"They  have  placed  themselves  above  the  constituted  author¬ 
ities  of  the  State,  subverted  the  demands  of  justice,  and  in  in¬ 
stances  too  numberous  (sic)  to  mention  have  by  a  mere  sham,  a 
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mockery  of  legal  proceedings  shielded  the  greatest  scoundrels 
from  the  operation  of  law;  repeated  attempts  have  been  made  to 
compel  individuals  among  them  to  answer  charges  of  high  crimes 

brought  against  them  by  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  they  have 

\ 

never  failed  to  foil  the  officers  of  justice;  and  within  the 
last  year  as  your  Excellency  w ill  know,  their  prophet  was  taken 
from  the  agent  of  Missouri  by  a  singular  union  of  force' and  fraud, 
hurried  to  ^auvoo,  and  discharged  from  arrest  by  the  municipal 
court  of  that  city,  Joe  Smith  himself  was  the  chief  of  this  tri-  • 
bunal,  and  the  other  members  willing  tools  subj  ect  to  his  word. 

In  this  as  in  numerous  other  instances,  this  court  assumed  pow¬ 
ers  never  granted  nor  intended  to  be  granted  by  the  legislature, 
and  the  v/hole  proceedings  could  be  called  nothing  more  or  less 
than  a  sacrilegious  mockery  of  justice.  When  his  excellency  the 

Gov.  of  Missouri  again  demanded  your  interference  and  our  citi- 

\ 

zens  seconded  his  application  by  respectful  addresses,  we  were 
advised  by  your  Excellency  and  believed  correctly,  that  you  had 
executed  the  laws  to  the  extent  of  your  authority, and  the  hu¬ 
miliating  confession  had  to  go  forth  to  the  world  that  there  was 
a  band  of  unprincipled  desperadoes  in  Hancock  county,  who  had 
succeeded  in  placing  themselves  beyond  the  reach  of  law  and 
justice.  These,  sir,  are  facts  all  tending  to  sho w  conclusively 
that  the  Mormons  are  a  lawless  people.  They  are  constantly  in¬ 
creasing  in  number  and  power  and  aiming  at  universal  dominion, 
and  we  have  too  much  assurance  that  if  they  had  sufficient  force 
they  would  not  hesitate  to  propagate  their  religion  (if  religion 
it  can  be  called)  by  the  sword. 

"Many  facts  of  an  aggravated  nature  have  gone  forth  to  the 
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world  as  they  transpired,  and  an  honest,  candid,  impartial  pub¬ 
lic  has  passed  judgment  on  their  crimes;  but  the  half,  or  the 
tenth  part  has  not  been  told.  Their  suffrages  have  been  from 
the  first,  a  bond  of  contention  among  the  politicians,  and  the 
papers  of  the  country  have,  w  ith  a  few  honorable  exceptions , 
seemed  more  disposed  to  screen  them  and  conciliate  their  favor 
than  to  give  correct  information  in  regafd  to  their  outrages. 

We  have  left  no  method  untried  to  remedy  these  evils.  The  Leg¬ 
islature  refused  to  repeal  their  charter.  When  we  approach  the 
ballotbox  we  find  we  are  virtually  disfranchised;  for  the  Mormons 
greatly  outmatch  us  in  numbers;  if  we  appeal  to  the  laws  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  our  justices  are  disregarded  at  Nauvoo,  and  in  the  Cir¬ 
cuit  Court,  however  impartial  the  judge  may  be,  we  have  nothing 
to  hope,  when  a  mormon  and  anti-mormon  are  opposed  in  a  civil 
court,  or  a  mormon  is  charged  as  a  criminal.  The  Clerk  of  the 
circuit  cdlrt  is  known  to  be  pledged  to  the  Mormon  interests,  and 
the  Sheriff  is  a  brother  to  the  Clerk,  connected  with  the  Smiths 
and  equally  in  the  mormon  interests.  One  of  the  County  Commis¬ 
sioners  is  a  mormon  and  after  the  August  election  they  will  have 
all  the  officer  of  the  county.  If  we  could  feel  any  confi¬ 
dence  in  their  honesty,  we  would  be  silent,  but  when  our  court 
is  placed  completely  under  the  control  of  an  unprincipled  fac¬ 
tion  at  Nauvoo,  with  mormon  officers,  mormon  jurors,  and  mormon 
witnesses,  we  ask,  sir,  with&erious  concern  what  can  the  anti¬ 
mormon  citizens  of  Hancock  county  expect?  They  have  rendered 
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themselves  highly  obnoxious  to  their  troublesome  neighbors,  by 
their  determined  and  manly  efforts  to  preserve  their  rights. 

Many  of  them  are  already  marked  as  fit  subjects  for  vengeance 

and  they  expect  Mormon  justice. 

\ 

"The  scenes  through  which  we  have  passed  vindicate  too 
plainly  what  we  may  expect  from  the  future .  For,  situated  as  we 
are  legal  redress  is  nut  of  the  question.  The  laws  have  failed 
to  answer  the  ends  for  which  they  were  designed  and  we  have  been 
forced  to  arms  in  defence  of  our  rights.  Sir,  we  love  our  Con¬ 
stitution  and  laws..  We  love  the  land  which  we  have  chosen  for 
our  homes,  we  respect  and  revere  the  constituted  authorities  of 
the  State,  and  we  say  to  you  proudly  that  there  is  not  in  Ill¬ 
inois,  famed  as  she  is  for  sobriety,  intelligence,  and  patriot¬ 
ism,  a  community  of  people  who  would  hazard  more  than  ourselves 
to  sustain  the  laws,  so  long  as  the  lav;  protects  us.  We  are 
a  minority  of  population  in  Hancock  county.  We  have  been  op¬ 
pressed  and  trodden  under  foot;  ourdearest  rights  recklessly 
violated.  We  have  borne  our  grievances  until  we  could  bear 
them  no  longer,  and  as  a  last  resort  have  taken  up  arms. 

"And  the  law  fails  to  establish  our  rights,  unless  en¬ 
forced,  as  it  recentlyjhas  been,  at  the  mouth  of  the  cannon;  we 
have  no  recourse  left  but  to  cast  ourselves  boldly  and  fearless¬ 
ly  upon  our  reserved  rights,  and  there  stand  until  we  are  sat¬ 
isfied  that  the  high%t  authority  of  the  State  will  officially 
sustain  us  in  them. 

"Should  there  be  a  certainty  that  this  can  never  be  done. 


wo  are  willing  to  leave  a  land  for  which  we  have  sacrificed 
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much,  and  would  cheerfully  sacrifice  more,  and  seek  a  home  where 

•  ? 

we  may  once  more  breath  as  freemen.  Sir,  we  assure  you  calmly 
cooly  and  deliberately,  that  there  can  be  no  compromise  between 

the  two  parties.  It  is  out  of  the  question;  they  are  greatly  our 

\ 

superiors  in  numbers,  and  we  cannot  confide  in  their  faith.  They 
must  leave  or  we  must  leave :--and  there  are  now  but  two  questions 
to  solve;  which  party  shall  leave,  and  in  what  manner?  we  be¬ 
lieve  this  matter  can  be  settled  through  the  influence  and  ad¬ 
vice  of  your  Excellency.  We  know,  sir,  that  the  case  is  sur¬ 
rounded  with  difficulties,  and  v/e  appreciate  the  delicacy  and  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  your  position. 

"We  look  to  you  for  such  action  only  as  comports  with  the 

r  % 

obligation  of -your  high  station;  but  for  ourselves,'/.©  must  say, 
that  while  we  profess  to  be  true  and  loyal  citizens,  v/e  have 
been  forced  to  assume  an  attitude  from  which  we  cannot  recede 
until  this  question  is  definitely  settled  without  sacrificing 
every  thing  sacred  and  dear  to  the  affections  of  freemen.  True, 
we  could  leave  the  State  quietly  and  peaceable,  and  we  make  a 
common  cause  and  hold  it  a  high  duty  to  stand  together  until 
the  last  hope  fails,  and  then  to  share  a  common  fate.  Y/e  are 
under  arms  in  defence  of  our  ov/n  rights;  and  have  no  de¬ 

sire  to  subvert  laws  and  order.  We  would  assure  you,  in  the  most 
positive  manner,  that  we  are  not  opposing  a  religious  sect,  as 
such;  with  the  mormon  religion  merely  as  a  system  of  theology, 
v/e  have,  at  present,  nothing  to  do.  Nor  have  our  difficulties 
-  grown  out  of  any  political  considerations  as  we  are  advised  that 
some  evil  disposed  persons  have  asserted.  If,  as  v/e  fear  is  the 
case,  any  individuals  have  rppresentea  this  to  your  Excellency 


as  a  political  movement  on  the  part  of  either  party,  v/e  can 
only  repudiate  their  statements  and  caution  you  to  distrust 
their  counsel. 

"In  conclusion,  sir,  allow  us  to  repeat  our  full  confidence 
in  your  desire  to  perform  your  whole  duty  efficiently,  under  the 
trying  circumstances  in  v/hich  v/e  are  placed,  and  we  beg  you  also 
to  be  assured  of  our  desire  to  bring  our  difficulties  to  a 
speedy  and  peaceable  termination. 

"in  this  conclusion,  sir,  v/e  await  your  further  action. 

WARSAW  COMMITTEE  OP  SAFETY" 

THE  WARSAW  SIGNAL.  New  Series  No.  21— Whole  No.  138,  Page  1. 
WarsaW,  Illinois,  July  19,  1844.  Sharp  &  Head,  Publishers. 


"MURDER" 

"OF  ONE  OF  OUR  BEST  MEN" 

"TO  ARMS!  TO  ARMS  l" 

nlt  has  become  our  painful  duty  to  announce  the  death  of  one 
of  our  most  estimable  citizens,  by  the  hands  of  assassins. 

FRANKLIN  A.  WORRELL,  of  Carthage  is  no  more .  While  riding  across 
the  prairie,  in  company  with  some  friends,  yesterday  about  11 
o’clock,  some  Mormons  concealed  in  the  hazel  rough, nine  miles 
/  from  this  place,  fired  upon  him.  The  ball  took  effect  in  his 
br^st  and  caused  almost  immediate  death.  There  was  a  w agon  in 
company  v/hich  brought  his  remains  to  this  place. 

"Poor  Frank,  he  was  one  of  the  noblest  spirits  in  our  county, 
and  his  death  has  kindled  and  will  kindle  a  flame  that  can  never 


be  quenched  until  every  Mormon  has  left  the  vicinity.  REVENGE, 
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REVENGE,  Fellow  Citizens  is  now  the  word. 

"Mr.  Worrel  was  in  no  way  connected  with  the  proceedings 
in  the  south  of  the  county  and  his  assassination  was  only  pro¬ 
voked  by  that  fell  spirit  of  revenge  which  seeks  its  victims 
indiscriminately. 

"There  is  no  longer  peace  for  Hancock.  Blood  will  and  must 
flow  if  necessary  to  rid  the  county  of  the  cursed  authors  of  our 
troubles . " 

THE  WARSAW  SIGNAL.  Vol.  missing.  Page  2.  Warsaw,  Illinois 
Sept.  17,  1845.  Sharp  &  Galloway. 

**  V  W  V  *«»*  VT 

»  "RIOTS  IN  HANCOCK  COUNTY." 

"The  ill  feeling  which  for  some  time  past  has  subsisted 
between  the  Mormons  and  the  other  citizens  of  Hancock  county, 
has  again  broken  out  with  renewed  violence  and  in  all  likelihood 
will  deluge  that  beautiful  district  with  blood  ere  it  can  be 
quelled. 

"On  Tuesday  evening  of  last  week  a  meeting  of  Anti-Mormons 
was  held  at  the  school  house  in  Green  Plains  precinct,  and 
during  the  meeting  a  number  of  shots  were  fired  into  the  house 
through  the  door  and  windows.  This  outrage  is  set  down  by  the 
Mormons  as  an  artifice  of  their  opponents  to  create  an  excuse 
for  their  attacks  upon  the  Mormons.  The  Arties,  however,  charge 
the  shooting  on  the  Mormons,  and,  the  persons  assembled  render¬ 
ing  furious,  sallied  out  and  vented  their  rage  by  burning  down 
the  dwellings  of  the  Mormons.  Having  carried  out  the  furniture 
and  removed  the  women  and  children  they  destroyed  some  twelve 


or  fourteen  houses. 
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"These  proceedings  were  but  a  prelude  to  further  outrages 
of  a  similar  character.  The  whole  South  Western  part  of  Hancock 
was  s  oon  aroused  and  the  work  of  destruction  has  gone^ever  since, 

and  it  is  reported  that  between  forty  and  fifty  buildings  have 

/ 

\ 

already  been  destroyed  in  the  neighborhood  of  Lima  and  Green 
Plains. 

"The  Sheriff  on  hearing  of  the  out-breaks,  proceeded  immed¬ 
iately  to  the  scene  of  riot,  and  ordered  the  people  to  disist 
and  to  return  to  their  homes;  no  attention,  however,  being  paid 
to  his  orders  he  immediately  returned  to  Nauvoo  from  whence  he 
issued  the  following  proclamation: 

"PROCLAMATION." 

\ 

"To  the  Citizens  of  Hancock  County,  Illinois . 

"Whereas  a  mob  of  one  or  two  hundred  men  under  arms,  have 
gathered  themsleves  together  in  ths  S.  W,  part  of  Hancock  county 
are  at  this  time  destroying  the  dwellings  and  other  buildings, 
stacks  of  grain  and  other  property,  of  a  portion  of  our  citizens, 
in  the  most  inhuman  manner,  compelling  defenceless  children  and 
women  from  their  sick  beds,  and  exposing  them  to  the  rays  of  the 
parching  sun  to  lay  and  suffer  without  the  aid  and  assistance  of 
a  friendly  hand  to  minister  to  their  wants  in  their  suffering 
condition. 

"The  rioters  spare -not  the  widow  nor  the  orphan,  and  while 
I  am  writing  this  proclamation,  the  smoke  is  rising  to  the  clouds 
and  the  flames  are  devouring  four  buildings  which  have  just  been 
set  on  fire  by  the  rioters . --Thousands  of  dollars  worth  of  pro¬ 
perty  has  already  been  consumed;  and  entire  settlements  of  about 
sixty  or  seventy  families  laid  waste,  the  inhabitants  thereof 
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are  fired  upon  narrowly  e scaping  w ith  their  lives,  and  forced 
to  flee  before  the  ravages  of  the  mob. 

"And  Y/hereas  the  laws  of  this  State  make  it  my  duty  as  a 

peace  officer  of  this  couty(sic)  to  suppress  all  riots,  routs, 

\ 

&c.,  &c.,  and  all  other  crimes, 

"Therefore,  I  Jacob  B.  Backenstos,  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 
Hancock  and  State  of  Illinois  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  DAid 
State  and  by  the  command  of  authority  vested  in  me  by  virtue  of 
my  office,  hereby  solemnly  command  the  said  rioters  and  other 
peace  breakers  to  desist  forthwith,  disperse  and  go  to  their  homes 
under  the  penality  of  the  lav/s.  And  I  hereby  call  upon  all  the 
la v;  abiding  citizens  as  a  posse  comatatus,  of  Hancock  county  to 

s 

give  their  united  aid  in  suppressing  the  rioters,  and  maintain 
the  supremacy  of  the  lav;. 

J.  B.  BACKENSTOS, 

Sheriff  of  Hanc0ck  county.  Ill. 

P.  S.  It  is  part  of  my  policy  that  the  citiznes  of  Nauvoo 
remain  quiet,  and  not  a  man  fromthat  city  leave  as  a  posse  un¬ 
til  it  be  made  manifest  that  the  law  and  order  citizens  w ithout 
the  city  will  not  have  force  sufficient  to  suppress  the  rioters 
of  this  disgraceful  outrage;  but  that  2,000  effective  men  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  monent's  warning  to  any 
point  in  Hancock  county. 

J.  B.  BACKSNSTOS, 

Sheriff,  &c. 

"No  attention  being  paid  by  the  citizens  of  Hancock  to  the 
Sheriff's  proclamation,  he  tssued  him  a  second  one,  in  which  he 
urges  upon  all  good  citizens  to  assist  him  in  the  discharge  of 
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his  duty  to  protect  the  lives  and  property  of  the  citizens  of 
Hancock  county  from  the  mob.  He  says  his  life  has  been  threaten¬ 
ed  by  the  rioters,  and  that  he  had  been  pursued  on  Wednesday  last 

by  twenty  of  the  rioters  on  the  Warsaw  and  Carthage  road,  and 

\ 

chased  a  distance  of  two  miles  when  he  fortunately  overtook  three 
men  with  teams,  that  he  immediately  informed  them  he  waa  pursued 
by  armed  men  bent  upon  taking  his  life  and  summoned  them  to  his 
assistance,  that  he  dismounted  with  pistol  in  hand  and  commanded 
them  (the  mobbers)  to  stop,  when  one  of  them  held  his  musket  in 
a  shooting  attitude,  whereupon  one  of  his  men  fired  and  he  be¬ 
lieved  the  ball  to  have  taken  effect. 

"The  perons  (sic)  thus  shot  upon  must  have  been  Mr.  Worrel, 
of  Carthage  whose  death  we  see  announced  in  the  Warsaw  Signal, 
but  under  different  circumstances  than  that  narrated  by  the  Sher¬ 
iff  of  Hancock  County.  The  Signal  s$ys,  ";,1r.  Reynolds,  with 
whom  Mr.  Worrel  was  riding  says,  that  Backenstos  was  seen  by  him 
and  Mr.  Worrel  near  the  place  from  whence  the  shot  was  fired. 

They  rode  towards  him  slowly  to  enquire  the  news.  When  about 
300  yards  off,  they  sawaa  man  enter  the  brush  and  presently  the 
shot  was  fired  from  the  spot  where  he  entered.  The  place  where 
the  murder  took  place  w as  at  the  point  that  Backenstos  had  ordered 
a  rendezvous,  so  that  it  appears  only  to  £ave  been  the  act  of  the 
Sheriff’s  Mormon  posse . " 

"Where  all  this  is  to  end  we  cannot  forsee.  It  is  evident 
that  the  civil  authorities  of  the  county  are  unable  to  cope 
with  t he  rioters. 

"Numberless  reports  are  in  circulation  that  quite  a  number 
of  persons  have  been  killed  but  we  scarcely  know  what  reliance 
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may  be  placed  upon  them.  Among  others,  it  is  said  that  three 
Anti%  were  shot  at  Bear  Creek,  but  a  gentleman  from  that  niegh- 
borhood  informs  us  it  is  not  true.  Certain  it  is  that  unless 

prompt  measures  are  taken  by  the  authorities,  great  destruction 

\ 

of  property  and  probably  of  life,  will  ensue. 

"A  gentleman  from  Carthage,  says  he  saw  several  fires  in 
that  vicinity  on  Wednesday. 

LEE  COUNTY  DEMOCRAT.  Whole  No.  217--Vol.  5-9. --Page  2 
Fort  Madison,  I.  T.  September  20,  1845.  R.  Wison  Albrihgt. 

*  *  \* *  W rC  Vi*  V"  V*  V" 

"THE  WAR.” 

"Our  readers  will  generally  be  apprised  before  this  reach¬ 
es  them,  that  a  war  is  raging  in  the  south  western  part  of  this 
county  between  the  Mormons  and  the  Antis. 

"On  Tuesday  evening,  of  last  week,  an  Anti-Mormon  meeting 
was  attacked,  by  whom  it  is  not  known;  but  at  all  events,  the 
Anties  determined  to  commence  immediate  proceedings  and  drive 
the  Saints  from  the  lower  settlement  as  they  had  long  been 
threatening  to  do.  Accordingly,  on  Wednesday  night  the  work 
was  commenced.  Two  Mormon  cabins  were  burned,  and  the  Saints 
started  from  Morley’s  Settlement.  From  that  time  to  the  pre¬ 
sent,  they  have  been  flying  before  the  Anties,  and  the  latter 
have  destroyed  all  Morley’s  Settlement,  and  are,  at  the  time  of 
waiting  this,  at  work  on  the  Bear  Creek  Settlement. 

"The  Mormons  were  allowed  to  remove  their  furniture,  and 
most  of  them  have  already  taken  all  their  moveables  to  Nauvoo. 

A  determined  spirit  exists  amongst  the  Ant i -Mormons ,  and  they 
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have  resolved  to  accomplish  their  object  of  driving  the  thieving 

settlements,  and  destroying  their  houses,  or  die  in  the  attempt. 

"On  Saturday  night  last,  J.  B.  Backenstos,  Sheriff  of  the 

county,  came  into  town,  and  attempted  to  coax  the  citizens  to  aid 

\ 

himin  suppressing  the  disturbances;  but  it  was  no  good.  On  Sun¬ 
day  night  he  came  in,  and  said  that  500  Mormons  were  about  to 
attack  the  camp  of  the  Anites.  An  express  conveyed  the  news  to 
the  camp;  but,  instead  of  being  frightened  by  this  threat,  they 
sent  back  defiance.  There  was  no  truth  hov/ever  in  the  report. 

On  Monday  morning,  a  Proclamation  from  Backenstos  appeared,  in 

9 

which  he  stated  that  the  Anties  were  burning  houses  and  grain. 

".This  is  untrue--no  property  has  been  destroyed  except  Mor¬ 
mon  houses.  He  called  on  the  citizens  to  join  him  as  a  posse , 
and  stated  that  he  had  2000  effective  men  in  Nauvoo  ready  for 

action;  but  the  word  was  let  them  come.  He  can  get  no  posse  from 

•  % 

the  old  settlers.  On  Monday  night  he  came  into  town  again,  and 
soon  learned  that  he  w as  in  danger,  of  being  mobbed  himself,  he, 
therefore,  on  yesterday  morning,  solicited  a  guard  to  escort  him 
out  of  town,  whirch  was  granted.  So  rests  matters  at  the  present 
t ime . " 

THE  WARSAW  SIGNAL.  Vol .  missing.  Page  2.  Sept.  17,  1845 
Warsaw,  Illinois.  Sharp  &  Galloway,  Publishers. 

<  "*/v  a  1C  m  n"iv  /\ 

"The  Editor  of  the  Quincy  Whig  in  his  paper  of  the  24th, 
instant,  speaking  of  the  affairs  of  the  Mormons  in  Hancock 
county  says:-- 

"'No  matter  how  the  present  troubles  in  Hancock  terminate -- 
the  Moromns  may,  as  they  haye,  secure  a  temporary  advantage-- 
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but  we  are  confident  the  people  of  Illinois  will  never  consent 

that  a  community  like  the  Mormons  shall  remain  in  their  midst, 

to  be  a  constant  source  of  annoyance.  Remain  they  cannot .  Go 

they  must .  If  not  to-day  or  to-morrow- -still  they  must  go . 

\ 

They  have  been  guilty  of  too  many  high-handed  outrages --have 
abused  their  pov/ers  and  privileges,  and  will  continue  to  do  so, 
so  long  as  they  have  the  numbers  to  babk  them  in  evil  doing. 
The\iif f iculty  will  not  long  be  confined  to  Hancock;  as  they  in¬ 
crease  in  numbers,  they  will  spread  aborad  through  the  adjoin- 
ing  counties,  and  the  scenes  of  Hancock  will  be  again  enacted 
in  other  counties.  For  this  reason,  and  many  others  which  we 
have  not  the  time  or  room  to  specify,  they  should  have  to 
leave  the  State.  The  public  peace  and  quiet  of  the  citizens 
demand  it. --And  we  hope  any  propositions  which  the  Mormons  sub¬ 
mit  to  their  opponents  for  a  peaceable  departure,  will  be  enter- 
tained  and  encouraged--and  if  time  is  asked  for  settlement  of 
their  affairs  that  it  will  be  granted  I 

"This  we  are  satisfied  must  be  done--the  Mormons  must  have 
time  given  them  to  dispose  of  their  lands,  their  property  and 
their  effects--and  until  this  is  done,  peace  and  queitness  will 
not  reign  in  that  disputed  district.  Mark  it  ln 
LEE  COUNTY  DEMOCRAT.  Whole  No.  217- -Vol.  5-10. --Page  2 
Fort  Madison,  I.  T.  Sept.  27,  1845.  R.  Wilson  Albright. 
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"A  gentleman  of  our  town  brings  intelligence  that  the 
great  men  of  Nauvoo,  have  agreed  to  leave  in  six  months  and 
sell  their  possessions  on  reasonable  terms  for  stock,  wagons, 

&c . ,  and  proposing  that  all  hostile  proceedings  be  entirely 
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suspended  on  both  sides.  This  proposition,  v/e  believe  was  offered 
to  the  deputation  from  Quincy. 

MWe  hope  it  is  true  and  that  both  sides  will  accede  to  the 

terms.  The  Quincy  V/hig  thinks  it  is  a  ruse  to  the  Mormons,  to 
\ 

gain  time,  as  they  expect  a  large  accession  to  their  numbers  in 
the  Spring.  We  differ  with  him- -we  think  the  proposition  is  made 
in  good  faith.  One  thing  is  certain--the  Mormons  are  their 
present  opponents  can  never  live  peaceably  together--one  or  the 
other  must  leave,  the  best  interests  of  both  parties  require  it, 
and  the  Mormons,  being  the  more  recent  settlers,  sould  evacuate.” 
LEE  COUNTY  DEMOCRAT.  Whole  No.  217- -Vol.  5-10--Page  2 
Fort  Madison,  I.  T.  Sept.  27,  1845.  R.  Wilson  Albright. 
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” CORRESPONDENCE. ,f 

,tCAMP  CARTHAGE,  Oct.  4. 

"We  submit  for  your  consideration  copies  of  a  correspond¬ 
ence  between  ourselves  and  the  1  Twelve’  at  Nauvoo.  Having  wit¬ 
nessed  with  deep  regret  the  deplorable  condition  of  things  which 
exist  in  this  county,  as  it  regards  both  the  peace  and  safety 
of  the  community,  we  have  applied  our  most  strenuous  efforts  to 
restore  confidence  and  set  on  foot  a  permanent  settlement  of  the 
difficulties  which  distract  this  county.  We  sincerely  trust 
that  object  is  in  a  fair  train  of  being  accomplished. 

"The  Mormons  have  pledged  themselves  by  word  and  in  writing, 
to  remove  from  the  State,  Aside  from  these  pledges,  there  are 
reasons  which  incline  us  to  the  opinion  that  such  is  their  in¬ 
tention.  You  desire  to  see  them  removed : --iVe  think,  also  that 
for  the  preservation  of  peace  and  quiet  in  this  county,  they  had 
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best  remove : --and  we  have  so  adivsed  them.  But  it  is  not  con¬ 
sistent  with  a  proper  sense  of  Justice  or  Humanity,  that  famil¬ 
ies  of  women  and  children,  should  be  driven  from  their  homes  by 

threats  or  violence,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  to  breast  the 

\ 

storms  of  winter,  unprotected  by  the  covering  of  a  roof. 

"Five  or  six  thousand  of  the  Mormons,  including  the  entire 
Church  organization,  their  prominent  men,  and  all  their  Church 
judicatories. have  pledged  themselves  to  remove  next  spring,  and, 
judging  from  appearances,  they  will  do  so.  The  history  of  their 
church  has  shown  that  wherever  the  leaders  go,  the  members  will 
..  follow.  This  is  a  part  of  their  religious  duties . --When,  there¬ 
fore,  this  colony  shall  have  started,  for  a  home  we st  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains  it  will  be  the  best  possible  evidence  that  all  design 
removing,  and  will  remove.  Many  citizens  of  other  counties  than 
Hancock,  have  resolved  to  accept  the  proposition  of  the  Mormons, 
to  remove  in  the  spring;  and  most  or  nearly  all  of  those  with 
whom  we  have  had  an  opportunity  of  conversing,  have  expressed 
themselves  satisfied  with  the  agreement  of  the  Mormons  to  remove 
as  submitted  to  us,  if  it  is  carried  out  in  good  faith. 

"At  the  solicitation  of  men  of  all  parties,  and  from  a  con¬ 
viction  of  the  necessity  of  the  measure,  Gen.  Hardin  has  de¬ 
termined  to  station  a  portion  of  his  troops  in  this  county,  to 
maintain  order,  who  will  continue  in  the  field  until  the  Gover¬ 
nor  shall  order  them  to  be  disbanded.  V/e  have  also  recommended 
to  the  Governor  to  appoint  an  Attorney  to  act  for  the  State,  who 
shall  decide  what  process  the  military  force  shall  execute;  and 
thus  prevent  them  from  being  harassed  by  being  called  out  to  act 
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in  frivolous  and  improper  cases,  and  at  the  same  time  po  check 

and  restrain  the  troops  from  any  improper  action. 

"Order  and  quied  again  are  restored  to  your  county,  and  men 

are  daily  re  tunning  to  their  homes  and  business,  without  appre- 

\ 

hension  of  illegal  and  improper  interruption. 

"These  measures,  we  think,  ought  to  satisfy  you.  At  that 
some  of  you  might  demand,  could  not  be  granted  consistently  with 
the  rights  of  others.  You  should  be  satisfied  with  attaining 

9 

that  which  is  practicable  and  probable. 

"We  beseech  you,  therefore,  to  be  qujpt  and  orderly, --and  at 
the  same  time  warn  you  not  to  violate  the  law.  The  troops  sta¬ 
tioned  in  Hancock  will  enforce  it  at  all  hazards. 

"Remember :- -whatever  may  be  the  aggression  against  you,  the 
sympathy  of  the  public  may  be  forfeited.  It  cannot  be  denied  that 
the  bruning  of  the  houses  of  the  Mormons  in  Hancock  county,  by 
which  a  large-  number  of  women  and  children  have  been  rendered 
homeless  and  houseless,  in  the  beginning  of  winter,  was  an  act 
criminal  in  itself,  and  .disgraceful  to  its  perpetrators.  And  it 
should  also  be  known,  that  it  has  led  many  persons  to  believe 
that,  even  if  the  Mormons  are  as  bad  as  phey  are  represented, 
they  are  no  v/orde  than  those  who  have  thus  burnt  their  houses. 
"Whether  your  cause  is  just  or  unjust,  the  acts  of  these 

\ 

incendiaries  have  thus  lost  for  you  some  of  the  sympathy  and  good 
v/ill  of  your  fellow  citizens;  and  a  resort,  or  persistence  in, 
such  a  course,  under  existing  circumstances,  will  make  you  for¬ 
feit  all  of  the  respect  and  sympathy  of  this  community. 

"'We  trust  and  believe,  for  this^  lovely  portion  of  our  state, 
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a  brighter  day  is  dawning;  and  we  beseech  all  parties  not  to  seek 

to  hasten  its  approach  by  the  torch  of  the  incendiary,  nor  to 

disturb  its  dawn  by  the  clash  of  arms. 

Your  Fellow  Citizens, 

\  7 

JOHN  J.  HARDIN, 

S.  A.  DOUGLASS, 

W.  B.  WARREN, 

J.  A.  MCDOUGAL. 

NAUVOO,  Oct.  1,  1845. 

MTo  the  First  President  and  Council  of  the  Church  at  Nauvoo . 

"Having  had  a  free  and  full  conversation  with  you  this  day 
in  reference  to  your  proposed  removal  from  the  County  together 
with  the  Members  of  your  Church,  we  have  to  r  e quest  you  to  sub¬ 
mit  the  facts  and  intentions  stated  to  us  in  said  conversation 
to  writing,  in  order  that  we  may  lay  them  before  the  Governor 
and  people  of  the  State.  We  hope  that  by  so  doing  it  will  have 
a  tendency  to  allay  the  excitement  at  present  existing  in  the 
public  mind. 

MWe  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  ourselves 

Respectfully  yours,  &c. 

JOHN  J.  HARDIN, 

S.  A.  DOUGLASS, 

W.  B.  WARREN, 

J.  A.  M'DOUGAL. 

NAUVOO,  Oct.  1,  1845. 

To  Gen.  John  J.  Hardin,  W.  B.  Warren,  S.  A.  Douglass  and 
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J.  A.  M’D6ugal. 

’’Messrs . --In  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  date  requesting 
us  ’to  submit  the  facts  and  intentions  stated  by  us  to  Y/riting 

in  order  that  you  may  lay  them  before  the  Governor  and  People 

\ 

of  the  State’  we  would  refer  you  to  communication  of  the  24th, 
ult.,  to  the  ’’Quincy  Committee’  &c.,  a  copy  of  v/hich  is  here  -with 
enclosed. 

S' 

”ln  addition  to  this  v/e  v/ould  say  that  we  had  commenced  malt- 

\ 

i 

ing  arrangements  to  remove  from  this  county  previous  to  the  re¬ 
cent  disturbances--that  we  now  have  four  companies  organized  of 
one  hundred  families  each,  and  six  more  companies  nov/  organizing 
of  the  same  number  preparatory  to  a  removal. 

’’That  one  thousand  families,  including  the  Twelve,  the  high 
Council,  the  Trustees  and  general  authorities  of  the  church  are 
fully  determined  to  remove  in  the  spring,  independent  of  the  con¬ 
tingency  of  selling  our  property,  and  that  this  company  will  com¬ 
prise  from  five  to  six  thousand  souls. 

’’That  the  church  as  a  body  desire  to  remove  with  us,  and  will 
if  sales  can  be  effected,  so  as  to  raise  the  necessary  means. 

’’That  the  organization  of  the  church  vie  represent  is  such, 
that  there  never  can  exist  but  one  head  or  presidency  at  any 
time,  and  all  good  members  wish  to  be  v/ith  the  organization;  and 
all  are  determined  to  remove  to  some  distant  point  where  we  shall 
neither  infringe  or  be  infringed  upon,  so  soon  as  time  and  means 
Y/ill  permit. 

’’That  v/e  have  some  hundred  farms  and  some  tv/o  thousand  or 


more  houses  for  sale  in  this  City  and  County  and  we  request  all 
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good  citizens  to  assist  in  the  disposal  of  our  property. 

"That  we  do  not  expect  to  find  purchasers  for  our  Temple 
and  other  public  buildings,;  but  we  are  willing  to  rent  them  to 
a  respectable  community  who  may  inhabit  the  city. 

f,That  we  wish  it  distinctly  understood  that  although^  we 
may  not  find  purchasers  for  our  property  we  will  not  sacrifice 
or  give  it  away,  or  suffer  it  illegally  to  be  wrested  from  us. 

MThat  we  do  not  intend  to  sow  any  wheat  this  fall,  and 
should  we  all  sell  we  shall  not  put  in  any  more  crops  of  any 
description. 

"That  as  soon  as  practicable  v.e  will  appoint  committees 
for  this  City,  La  Harpe,  Macedonia,  Bear  Creek  and  all  neces- 

i 

sary  places  in  the  county  to  give  information  to  purchasers. 

"That  if  all  these  testimonies  are  not  sufficient  to  sat¬ 
isfy  any  people  that  we  are  in  earnest,  we  will  soon  give  them 
a  sign  that  cannot  be  mistaken,  we  will  leave  them  1 

In  behalf  of  the  Council, 
Respectfully  yours,  &c . , 

BRIGHAM  YOUNG,  Prs’t. 

WILLARD  RICHARDS,  Clerk.’' 

CAMP  CARTHAGE,  Oct.  3d,  1845 

To  the  First  President  and  High  Council  of  the  Church  of 

Latter  Day  Saints . 

"Since  our  conference  with  you  yesterday,  we  have  arrived 
at  this  place,  and  have  told  free  conference  with  the  Anit-  Mor¬ 
mons  of  this  and  the  surrounding  counties. 
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"We  have  read  to  them  your  statement  made  to  us  on  the  1st 
inst.  Y/e  have  informed  them  that  you  individually  made  similar 
statements  to  us,  with  the  most  solemn  protestations  of  truth, 
and  with  every  appearance  of  earnest  determination  to  c  arry  out 
your  expressed  intentions  in  good  faith* 

"in  the  Resolutions  which  were  adopted  on  yesterday  in  this 
place  by  the  delegates  from  nine  counties,  (the  citizens  of  Han¬ 
cock  being  excluded  from  the  meeting)  it  was  Resolved  (as  we  are 
informed  not  having  a  copy  of  the  Resolutions)  to  accept  your 
proposition  to  remove  in  the  spring. 

"Since  v/e  have  made  public  the  statement  by  you  made  to  us, 
there  s  eems  to  be  a  general  acquiesence  in  it  by  citizens  of  other 

i 

counties  and  of  this,  so  far  as  to  agree  to  restrain  and  w ith- 
hold  all  further  violence  and  that  you  b e  permitted  to  depart  in 
peace  next  spring. 

"We  are  convinced  that  affairs  have  reached  such  a  crisis 
that  it  has  become  impossible  for  your  church  to  remain  ir\this 
county. 

"After  what  has  been  said  and  written  by  yourselves,  it  will 
be  confidently  expected  by  us  and  whole  community  that  you  will 
remove  from  the  state  with  your  whole  church  in  the  manner  you 
have  agreed  in  your  statement  to  us. 

"Should  you  not  do  so,  we  are  satisfied,  however  much  we 
may  deprecate  violence  and  bloodshed,  that  violent  measures  will 
be  resorted  to,  to  compel  your  removal,  which  will  result  in 
most  disastrous  consequences  to  yourselves  and  your  opponents, 
and  that  the  end  will  be,  your  expulsion  from  the  state. 
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"We  think  that  steps  should  be  taken  by  you  to  make  it  ap¬ 
parent  that  you  are  actually  preparing  to  remove  in  the  spring. 

,fBy  carrying  out,  in  good  faith,  your  propositioh  to  re¬ 
move  as  submitted  to  us,  v/e  think  you  should  be,  and  v/ ill  be, 

\ 

permitted  to  depart  peacebly  next  spring  for  your  destination 
v/est  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

"For  the  purpose  of  maintaining  Lav;  and  order  in  this  coun¬ 
ty  the  Commanding  General  proposes  to  leave  an  armed  force  in 

« 

this  county,  v/hich  v/ill  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  and  which 
will  remain  so  long  as  the  Governor  deems  it  necessary. 

"And  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  use  of  such  force  for 
vexations  or  improper  objects,  we  will  recommend  the  Governor  of 
the  State  to  sent  some  competent  legal  officer  to  remain  her$, 
and  have  the  pov/er  of  decidingfrvhat  process  shall  be  executed  by 
said  military  force. 

"We  recomment  to  you  to  place  every  possible  restraint  in 
your  pov/er  over  the  members  of  your  church  to  prevent  them  from 
committing  acts  of  aggression  or  retaliation  on  any  citizens  of 
the  state,  as  a  contrary  course,  and  most  probable  v/ ill,  bring 
about  a  collision  v/hich  will  subvert  all  efforts  to  maintain 
the  peace  in  this  county;  and  we  propose  making  a  similar  re¬ 
quest  of  your  opponents  in  this  and  the  surrounding  counties. 

"With  many  wishes  that  you  may  find  that  peace  and  pros¬ 
perity,  in  the  land  of  your  destination,  which  you  desire, 

"We  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  ourselves, 

*  Yours  &c . , 

JOHN  J.  HARDTN,  W.  B.  Warren, 


S.  A.  Douglass,  J.  A.  M’Dougal. 
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mA  compromise  has  been  effected  with  Mormons  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  propositionw  hich  follows  a  long  preamble,  as  made  by 
Brigham  Young,  President,  on  behalf  of  the  Mormon  Church. 

’’Therefore,  we  would  say  to  the  committee  above  mention¬ 
ed,  and  to  the  Governor,  and  all  the  authorities  and  people 
of  Illinois,  and  the  surrounding  States  and  Territories; 
that  we  propose  to  leave  this  country  next  Spring,  for  some 
point  so  remote,  there  will  not  need  to  be  a  difficulty  with 

the  people  and  ourselves,  provided  certain  propositions  nec- 

\ 

essary  for  the  accomplishment  of  our  removal  shall  be  obser¬ 
ved,  as  follows,  to  wit: 

’’That  the  citizens  of  this,  and  the  surrounding  counties, 
and  all  men  will  use  their  influence  and  exertions,  to  help 
us  to  sell  or  rent  our  properties,  so  a s  to  get  means  enough 
that  we  can  help  the  widow,  the  fatherless  and  destitute  to 
remove  with  us. 

’’That  all  men  will  let  us  alone  with  their  vexatious 
law- suits,  so  that  we  may  have  the  time,  for  we  have  broken 
no  law;  and  help  us  to  cash,  dry  goods,  groceries,  good  oxen, 
milch  cows,  beef  cattle,  sheep,  w  agons,  mules,  harnesses, 
horses,  &c.,  in  exchange  for  our  property,  at  a  fair  price, 
and  deeds  given  on  payment,  that  we  may  have  the  means  to 
accomplish  a  removal,  without  the  suffering  of  the  destitute 
to  an  extent  beyond  the  endurance  of  human  nature. 


’’That  all  exchanges  of  property  be  conducted  by  a  com¬ 
mittee  or  committees  of  both  parties,  so  that  all  business 
maybe  transacted  honorably  and  speedily. 

"That  we  will  use  all  lawful  means,  in  connection  w ith 
others,  to  preserve  the  public  peace  while  we  tarry,  and 
shall  decidedly  expect  that  we  be  no  more  molested  with  house 
burning,  or  any  other  depredations,  to  waste  our  property 
and  time,  and  hinder  our  business. 

"That  it  is  a  mistaken  idea  that  we  ’have  proposed  to 
remove  in  six  months;’  for  thatwouldb^e  so  early  in  the 
spring,  that  grass  might  not  grow  nor  water  run,  both  of  which 

would  be  necessary  f or  our removal,  but  w e  propose  to  use  our 

\ 

influence,  to  have  no  more  seed  time  nor  harvest  among  our 

» 

people  in  this  county,  after  gathering  our  present  crops. 

And  that  all  communications  to  us  be  made  in  writing. 

"By  order  of  the  Council, 

BRIGHAM  YOUNG,  Pres’t. 

"WILLARD  RICHARDS,  Clerk." 

LEE  COUNTY  DEMOCRAT,  Whole  No.  220,  Vol.  5,  15,  Page  2,  Fort 
Madison,  I.T.  Oct.  18,  1845.  R.  Wilson  Albright. 


"WILL  THEY  GO?" 

"The  Lee  County  (Iowa)  Democrat  says  it  is  fully  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  proposition  made  by  the  Mormons  to  leave  is 
all  a  ruse--that  they  have  as  yet  furnished  no  evidence  of 
their  design  to  go,  except  by  words.  They  are  still,  it  says 
at  work  on  the  Temple,  and  are  making  no  efforts  to  dispose 
of  their  property. 
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"So  far  as  the  Temple  concerned,  it  appears  to  he  a 
part  of  their  policy  not  to  go  and  leave  it  unfinished.  In 
regard  to  their  disposition  to  dispose  of  their  property, 
we  are  unable  to  speak.  We  have  heard  of  some  transfers  and 
some  offers;  but  as  yet  no  gveneral  effort  has  been  made  to 
sell. 

"In  regard  to  the  general  question  v/ hether  the  Saints 
design  to  leave,  there  appears  to  some  difference  of  opinion 
amongst  our  citizens.  We  are,  however,  inclined  to  think 
thay  they  design  to  go  peaceably- -knov/ing  as  they  do,  that 
they  will  b  e  forcibly  expelled  from  the  State,  if  they  defer 
their  departure.--  Warsaw  Sig." 

LEE  GOUNTY  DEMOCRAT.  Whole  No.  222,  Vol.  5,  P.  2,  Port  Madison, 

» 

I.T.  Nov.  1,  1845,  R.  Wilson  Albright. 

"PROCEEDINGS ” 

"Of  a  Public  Meeting  of  the  Citizens  of  Warren  County,  held 

at  the  Court  House,  in  Monmouth,  Sept.  27,  1845." 

"Preamble--whereas  a  disturbance  has  arisen  betv/een  the 
old  citizens  of  Hancock  County  and  the  Mormons.  And  whereas 
from  our  knowledge  of  the  old  citizens  of  Hancock  they  have 
always  been,  previous  to  the  settlement  of  the  Mormons  in 
that  County,  peaceable  and  law  abiding  citizens  of  the  State 
of  Illinois.  That  since  the  settlement  of  the  Mormons  in 
Hancock  complaints  have  been  continually  made  by  the  surround¬ 
ing  neighborhood,  of  their  property  being  stolen,  their  houses 
robbed  and  in  some  instances  their  inhabitants  murdered,  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Nauvoo.  That  it  has  become  a  den  of 
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Thieves,  refuge  for  all  who  seek  to  live  without  work  and 
to  prey  upon  their  industrious  neighbors.  That  no  man’s  life 
or  property  who  is  at  all  inimical  to  the  Mormon  Clique  is 
safe,  that  we  believe  that  the  old  citizens  of  Hancock  have 
suffered  as  piuch  as  human  endurance  is  capable  of,  and  that 
the  issue  is  near  at  hand  to  us,  (as  it  has  formerly  been 
to  the  citizens  of  Ohio  and  Missouri, )  whether  we  or  the 
Mormons  shall  possess  this  our  beautiful  land* 

"Therefore  Resolved,  That  our  acquaintance  with  the  Mor¬ 
mons  and  Mormonism  convinces  us  that  a  removal  of  the  people 
from  the  state  of  Illinois  is  essential  to  peace  and  order. 

"2.  Resolved,  that  the  citizens  of  Warren  County  will 

\ 

actively  co-operate  with  the  citizens  of  Hancock  and  the  ad¬ 
joining  Counties,  in  enforcing,  if  necessary,  after  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  due  time  and  notice  the  r^em oval  and  expulsion  of 
organized  bodies  of  Mormons  from  this  state. 

"3.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  ten  b  e  appointed  to 
notify  those  interested,  of  the  views  and  wishes  of  this  meet¬ 
ing. 

"4.  Resolved,  That  we  do  not  wish  to  be  considered 
enemies  of  the  Mormons  on  account  of  their  religion,  but  be¬ 
cause  of  their  trespasses  upon  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
their  neighbors  and  their  obstruction  of  public  justice  which 
things  are  a  matter  of  history  in  Illinois. 

SAMUEL  HORNEY,  Pres't. 

A.C.  HARDING,  Secretary. 

"The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  a  committee  in 


persuance  of  the  third  resolution. 


, 
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"John  H.  Mitchell,  C.  Mealy,  A.C.  Harding,  Y.  Struthers, 
David  Morrow,  D.  McNiel,  Col.  John  B.  Junkin,  Jemison  Leifer, 
Yost  Hoffman,  M.G.  Smith." 

Y/ARSAW  SIGNAL.  Vol.  2,  No.  missing,  P.  2,  Warsaw,  Illinois, 

October  15,  1845.  Sharp  &  Galloway. 

\ 

S*  «/  »/  .</ 

*  a  *f*«i  i* 

"PUBLIC  MEETING  IN  CHURCHVILLE,MO. " 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Clark  County  Missouri, 
held  at  the  house  of  Granville  Spurgen  in  Churchville  on 
Tuesday  the  30th  of  Sept,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  con¬ 
sideration  the  Mormon  difficulties  in  Hancock  County  Illinois, 

Col.  R.P.  Mitchell  was  called  to  the  Chair  and  Henry  Snively 

\ 

appointed  Secretary. 

"On  motion  of  Col.  Dedman,  Jeremiah  Wayland,  S.  Gregory, 
Win.  Baker,  Jas.  L.  Henshaw,  and  Judge  Lewellen. 

"After  retiring  a  few  minutes  the  committee  reported  the 
following  v/hich  w  ere  unanimously  adopted. 

"Whereas  from  the  experience  we  have  had  with  the  people 
called  Mormons  we  believe  them  to  be  a  villainous  and  thiev¬ 
ing  community,  utterly  unfit  to  live  in  any  civilized  land, 
and  whereas  a  serious  quarrel  has  arisen  between  the  Mormon 
people  and  their  neighbors  in  Hancock  County  Illinois  grow- 
ing  out  of  a  long  continued  scene  of  outrages  and  wrongs,  heap¬ 
ed  by  the  former  upon  the  latter,  and  whereas  in  consequence 
of  these  difficulties  many  of  the  quiet  and  unoffending  citi¬ 
zens  of  Hancock  are  now  exiles  from  t heir  homes  and  ask  of 
us  an  asylum  from  Mormon  injustice  and  oppressions,  there  be 
it. 
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”1.  Resolved,  that  we  deeply  sympathize  with  our  brethren 
of  Hancock  County  Illinois  in  their  present  troubles  and  be¬ 
lieving  as  w^,e  do  that  they  are  sought  for  as  the  victims  of 
malicious  and  revengeful  persecution,  we  pledge  ourselves  to 
protect  and,  defend  them  on  our  soil  f rom  t  he  villainous  at¬ 
tempts  now  making  to  sacrifice  them  at  the  shrine  of  Mormon 
Vengeen  ce. 

"2.  Resolved,  That  from  our  knowledge  of  the  present  po¬ 
sition  of  Hancock  County  w e  believe  that  the  old  settlers, 
who  we  have  ever  e^steemed  as  quiet  and  peaceable  neighbors 
cannot  obtain  justice  in  their  own  county. 

*'3.  Resolved,  That  although  Gov.  Ford  of  Illinois,  has 

\ 

thought  proper  to  address  a  proclamation  to  the  citizens  of 
Missouri  and  Iowa,  warning  us  to  take  no  part  in  the  quarrel 
now  pending  in  Hancock  County,  we  shall  nevertheless  act  as 
free  men,  possessing  hearts  that  can  sympathize  with  our 
fellow  men  when  wronged  and  hands  that  can  assist  them  when 
called  on  in  maintaining  their  rights. 

M4.  Resolved,  That  we  believe  that  the  evil,  under  which 
the  old  settlers  of  Hancock  County  Illinois  gi;an,  have  been 
greatly  aggravated,  by  the  interference  of  corrupt  politici¬ 
ans,  who  for  the  sake  of  Mormon  votes,  appear  willing  to  sac¬ 
rifice  the  prosperity  of  one  of  the  most  favored  spots  of 
Illinois,  and  we re  it  not  for  the  political  influence  of  the 
Mormons,  Gov.  Ford,  would  long  ere  this  have  caused  their 
removal  from  the  State, 

”5.  Resolved,  That  as  Gov.  Ford  has  volunteered  to  advise 
us,  and  as  one  good  turn  deserves  another,  w  e  therefore  rec¬ 
ommend  him  to  take  Lilburne  Vr,.  Boggs  as  a  pattern  for  his 
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action  in  relation  to  the  Mormons,, 

”6.  Resolved,  that  the  papers  of  this  State  and  the 
Warsaw  Signal  be'  requested  to  publish  these  proceedings. 

R.P.  MITCHELL,  Ch»n. 

( signed) 

Henry  Snively,  Sec’t," 

WARSAW  SIGNAL.  Vol.  2-No.  missing-P.  1,  Oct.  15,  1845.  War¬ 
saw,  Illinois.  Sharp  &  Galloway. 


"PUBLIC  MEETINGS." 

"ADJOURNED  MEETING  AT  QUINCY." 

"An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Quincy,  was  held 

*  v 

at  the  Court  House  on  the  26  of  Sept.,  to  hear  the  report  of 
the  Nauvoo  committee,  when  the  following  resolutions  were  ad¬ 
opted. 

"1.  Resolved,  That  we  accept  and  recommend,  to  the  people 
of  the  surrounding  counties,  to  accept  the  proposition  made 
by  the  Mormons,  to  remove  from  the  state  next  spring;  but  we 
accept  it  as  an  unconditional  proposition  to  remove— v/e  do 
not  intend  to  bring  ourselves  under  any  obligation  to  purchase 
their  property,  nor  to  furnish  purchasers  for  the  same,  but 
we  will  in  no  way  hinder  or  obstruct  them  in  their  efforts 
to  sell,  and  will  expect  them  to  dispose  of  their  property, 
and  r emove  at  the  time  appointed. 

"2.  Resolved,  That  we  do  not  endorse  the  enumeration 
of  grievances  made  by  the  Mormons  in  their  printed  proposition 
to  remove,  or  in  any  way  yield  our  assent  thereto — that  we  do 


. 
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not  believe  them  to  be  a  persecuted  people,  but  we  believe 
whatever  grievances  they  may  suffer  to  be  the  legitimate  con¬ 
sequences  of  their  own  conduct, 

« 

,f3,  Resolved,  That  it  is  no w  too  late  to  attempt  the 

settlement  of  the  difficulties  in  Haicock  County  upon  any 

\ 

other  basis  than  that  of  the  removal  of  the  Mormons  from  the 
State • 

M4.  Resolved,  That  whilst  we  shall  endeavour  (sic)  by 

all  means  in  our  power,  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  any 

»  « 

/ 

thing  which  might  operate  against  their  removal,  and  afford 
the  people  of  Nauvoo  any  ground  of  complaint;  we  shall  equal- 

-*  ly  expect  good  faith  upon  their  part;  and  if  they  shall  not 

\ 

comply  with  their  own  proposition,  the  consequences  must  rest 
on  those  who  violate  faith-- and  we  now  solemnly  pledge  our¬ 
selves  to  be  ready  at  the  appointed  time  to  act  as  occasion 
may  require,  and  that  we  will  immediately  adopt  preliminary 
military  organization,  for  prompt  future  action,  if  occasion 
should  demand  it, 

"5.  Resolved,  That  we  respectfully  recommend  to  the 
people  of  surrounding  counties,  to  wait  with  patience  the 
time  appointed  for  removal,  and  that  if  in  their  opinion 
the  resolutions  passed  by  this  meeting  are  such  as  the  occas- 

/ 

ion  requires,  they  adopt  them,  and  send  copies  to  the  church 
authorities  at  Nauvoo, 

”6,  Resolved,  That  in  our  opinions,  the  peace  of  Hancock 
County  cannot  be  so  far  restored,  a s  to  allow  the  desired 
progress  to  be  made  in  preparing  the  w ay  for  the  removal  of 
the  Mormons,  while  J.E.  Backenstos  remains  Sheriff  of  Hancock 


295. 


County,  and  he  ought  to  resign  the  said  office. 

”7.  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  all  parties  in  Hancock 
County,  that  they  suspend  all  legal  prosecutions  for  alleged 
offences,  during  the  present  state  of  excitement,  and  that 
all  should  fre  permitted  to  return  to  their  homes  in  peace. 

”8.  Resolved,  That  in  our  opinion  it  will  only  he  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  people  of  Nauvoo,  to  appoint  commissioners  on 
their  part,  to  whom  applications  for  the  purchase  of  real 
estate  may  he  made;  and  that  there  is  no  necessity  to  appoint 

t 

Commissioners  on  the  other  side. 

”9.  Resolved,  That  in  order  to  manifest  our  sympathy 
with  the  unoffending  poor,  the  widow  and  orphans  of  Nauvoo, 
a  committee  of  twenty,  with  a  treasurer  by  appointed  hy  the 
Chairman,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  receive  subscriptions 
from  all  those  desirous  of  collecting  pecuniary  aid  to  such 
persons;  and  that  the  amount  collected  be  paid  over  to  such 
persons  as  they  shall  appoint  to  receive  it,  upon  their  be¬ 
ing  ready  to  start  upon  their  journey  of  removal. 

”10.  Resolved,  That  we  expect,  as  an  indispensable  con¬ 
dition  to  the  pacification  of  the  county,  that  the  old  citi¬ 
zens  of  Hancock  County  be  permitted  to  return  to  their  homes, 
unmolested  by  the  present  Sheriff  and  the  Mormons  for  the 
offences  alleged  against  them;  and  that  any  attempt  on  their 
part  to  arrest  or  prosecute  such  citizens  will  inevitably 
lead  to  a  renewal  of  all  the  disorders. 

”11.  Resolved,  That  the  Judge  of  this  Judicial  Circuit 
be  requested  not  to  hold  any  court  in  Hancock  County,  this 
fall,  with  a  view  to  prevent  unnecessary  excitement  and 
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collision  in  said  county,  which  might  inflame  the  passions 
of  its  citizens  and  so  endanger  its  peace--it  being  well  known 
that  the  unpleasant  difficulty  already  existing  there,  have 
entirely  prevented  the  due,  impartial,  and  orderly  administra¬ 
tion  of  justice. 

\ 

"12.  Resolved,  That  this  meeting  deem  it  proper  to  recom¬ 
mend  that  a  small  military  force  be  stationed  in  Hai  cock  County 
until  next  spring  to  prevent  depredation  upon  private  property, 
and  preserve  the  peace  of  said  county--and  that  it  be  respect¬ 
fully,  yet  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Executive  of  the 
State,  to  furnish  the  same  for  the  purposes  above  named* 

f,Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  for  the 
purpose  of  adopting  and  carrying  into  operation  a  volunteer 
military  orgainzation  for  Adams  County;  and  said  committee 
are  hereby  authorized  to  do  all  things  lawful,  necessary,  and 
proper  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  such  a f orce  without  de¬ 
lay,  to  b  e  used  to  preserve  the  peace  of  this  and  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  counties. 

"Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  visit  Nauvoo, 

deserve  and  receive  our  warmest  thanks  for  the  prompt,  able, 

* 

and  efficient  manner,  in  which  they  discharged  the  duty  con¬ 
fided  them. 

"That  the  Chairman  of  this  meeting  be  and  is  hereby  vest¬ 
ed  with  full  power  and  authority,  to  call  an  adjourned  meet¬ 
ing,  at  any  time  he  may  deem  the  public  exigencies  may  require 
it. 

"Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  pub- 

i 

lished  in  the  City  papers,  and  copies  thereof  transmitted  to 


the  Governor  of  the  State,  and  to  the  Church  Authorities 


of  Nauvoo,  by  the  Chairman  and  Secretary  of  this  meeting." 
WARSAW  SIGNAL,  Vol.  2,  No.  missing.  Page  1,  Oct.  15,  1845, 
Warsaw,  Illinois.  Sharp  &  Galloway. 

y  *  C  "  C  "a  V  V*  *  1 V  C 

\ 

"CARTHAGE  CONVENTION." 

"We  did  not  receive  the  Proceedings  of  the  Carthage  Con¬ 
vention  until  last  Friday  night,  and  therefore,  have  been 
obliged  to  place  them  on  the  inside  of  our  paper,  to  the  ex¬ 
clusion  of  nearly  all  the  editorial  intended  for  this  number. 

"This  Convention  at  Carthage  w as  composed  of  the  choice 
spirits  of  nine  of  the  counties  surrounding  Hancock.  A  more 
intelligent  and  respectable  body  of  men  never  assembled  in 
this  state;  and  therefore,  the  record  of  their  doings;  must 
possess  peculiar  interest. 

"We  find  many  abroad,  who  denounce  the  Anti-Mormons, 
and  sympathize  strongly  with  the  Saints.  Why  do  they  do  this 
Because  they  are  ignorant  of  the  facts,  and  will  not  take  the 
pains  to  enquire  into  them,  and  view  them  in  all  their  bear¬ 
ing;  but  the  people  of  the  surrounding  counties,  who  have  tak 
en  an  interest  in  our  affairs,  and  become  acquainted  with  all 
the  facts,  are  almost  unanimous  in  their  denunciations  of 
the  Mormons;  and  endorse  the  doctrine  we  have  so  long  advocat 
ed,  and  for  which  we  have  been  so  much  abused--that ,  if  the 
Saints  do  not  leave  peaceably,  revolutionary  measures  should 
be  reported  to,  for  the  purpose  of  ridding  the  State  of  so 
intolerable  a  nuisance." 


. 
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WARSAW  SIGNAL.  Vol.  &  No.  missing,  P.  3,  Warsaw,  Ill.  Oct. 
22,  1845.  Sharp  &  Galloway. 


"CARTHAGE  CONVENTION" 

"••••WHEREAS,  the  county  of  Hancock,  "before  the  settle- 

\ 

ment  therein  of  the  community  called  Mormons,  was  as  peace¬ 
able,  orderly,  well  regulated,  and  law-abiding,  as  any  county 
in  the  State;  and  no  disturbances  had  ever  occurred  among  the 
citizens  of  said  amunty  requiring  the  interposition  of  the 
authorities  of  the  State,  but  they  had  deported  themselves 
with  a  degree  of  propriety  and  order  not  inferior  to  that 

which  has  characterized  the  citizens  of  other  counties;  and 

\ 

whereas,  since  the  Mormons  have  been  settled  in  said  county, 
difficulties  and  collisions  have  frequently  arisen  between 
them  and  the  other  citizens  of  said  county  of  so  serious  and 
violent  a  character  as  to  call  for  the  interposition  of  an 
armed  force  under  the  authority  of  the  State,  to  quell  and 
supress  the  same;  and  whereas,  from  our  long  acquaintance 
with  the  old  citizens  of  Hancock  county,  and  our  intimate 
knowledge  of  their  honor,  integrity,  and  strict  observance 
of  the  lav/s  of  their  country,  and  from  our  knowledge  of  the 
predatory  disposition,  and  lawless  course  of  the  Mormons,  we 
are  thoroughly  convinced  that  all  the  disturbances  in  the 
county  have  grown  out  of  the  continual  and  unceasing  depre¬ 
dations  of  the  Mormcns  upon  the  persons  and  property  of  the 
other  citizens  of  Hancock,  and  the  surrounding  counties; 
and  whereas,  we  are  satisfied  that  no  people,  however,  •  quiet¬ 
ly  disposed,  can  live  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the 


Mormons  without  being  drawn  into  collision  with  them,  and 
v/ithout  a  resort  to  arms  for  self  protection;  and  whereas, 
we,  as  citizens  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  as  citizens 
of  the  counties  immediately  surrounding,  and  adjacent  to 
the  county  of  Hancock,  are  deeply  interested  in  terminating 
the  scenes  of  violence  which  have  recently  been  enacted  in 
said  county,  and  in  restoring  peace  and  good  order  therein; 
and  whereas,  we  believe  the  difficulties  no w  existing  in 
said  county  are  above,  and  beyond  the  reach  of  the  laws,  in¬ 
asmuch  as  the  laws  can  only  be  administered  through  the 
instrumentality  of  the  officers,  and  juries  of  the  county, 

and  inasmuch  as  the  officers  of  said  county  whose  duty  it 

\  • 

is  to  select  the  juries  are  either  Mormons,  or  under  Mormon 
influence,  having  been  elected  by  them;  and  whereas,  no 
Mormon  can  b  e  brought  to  justice  in  said  county,  for  any 
offence,  however  great  its  enormity,  inasmuch  as  they  are 
banded  and  confederated  together  to  sustain,  protect,  and 
defend  each  other,  in  all  acts,  however  daring  and  lawless; 
and  larceny,  robber,  perjury,  and  murder,  in  their  most  ag¬ 
gravated  forms,  therefore  go  unpunished;  and  whereas,  we  are 
satisfied  that  peace,  and  harmony,  can  be  restored  to  the 
county  only  by  the  separation  of  the  Mormons  and  the  other 
citizens  of  the  county;  and  whereas,  we  are  not  willing  to 
consent  that  the  old  citizens  of  the  county,  (who  are  among 
the  b est  citizens  of  the  State,)  shall  b^e  driven  out,  and 
a  community  of  thieves,  robbers,  and  assassins  retained  in 
their  stead;  and  v/hereas,  the  Mormons,  have  submitted  to  the 
Citizens  of  Quincy,  a  proposition  whereby  they  agree  to  re- 
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move  from  the  State  next  Spring.  Therefore. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  settled  and  deliberate  con¬ 
viction  of  this  convention,  that  it  is  no w  too  late  to  at¬ 
tempt  the  settlement  of  the  difficulties  in  Hancock  county 
upon  any  other  basis  than  that  of  the  removal  of  the  Mormons 
from  the  State;  and  v/  e  therefore  accept  and  respectfully 
recommend  to  the  people  of  the*  surrounding  counties  to  ac¬ 
cept,  the  proposition  made  by  the  Mormons  to  remove  from 
the  State  next  Spring,  and  to  wait  with  patience  the  time 
appointed  for  removal. 

"Resolved,  That  whilst  we  shall  endeavor  by  all  means 
in  our  power  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  anything  which 

V 

might  operate  against  their  removal,  and  afford  them  any 
ground  of  complaint,  vie  shall  expect  equal  good  faith  on  • 
their  part;  and  if  they  do  not  comply  v/ith  their  own  propo¬ 
sition,  the  consequences  must  abide  with  themselves;  and  we 
now  solemnly  pledge  ourselves  to  be  ready,  at  the  appointed 
time,  to  act  as  the  occasion  may  require. 

"Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  people  of  the  several 
counties  represented  in  this  convention,  and  to  the  people  of 
the  military  tract  generally,  immediately  to  adopt  a  military 
organization,  in  order  to  provide  for  t hepreservation  of  peace 
in  said  counties;  to  act  in  relation  to  the  affairs  of  Han¬ 
cock  county  as  future  extigencies  may  require;  and  to  carry 
out  the  views  expressed  in  the  preceding  resolutions, 

"Resolved,  That  we  expect,  as  an  indispensable  condition 
to  the  pacification  of  the  county,  that  the  old  citizens  be 
permitted  to  return  to  their  homes  unmolested  by  the  present 


' 

. 


Sheriff,  end  the  Momons,  for  any  thing  elleged  (sic)  against 
them;  and  that  any  attempt  on  their  part  to  arrest  or  pro¬ 
secute  such  citizens  for  pretended  offences,  will,  inevitab¬ 
ly,  lead  to  the  renewal  of  the  late  disorders. 

"Resolved,  That  as  the  Mormons  are  banded  together  for 

\ 

their  mutual  protection,  and  are  under  the  control  of  a  few 
leaders,  and  beyond  the  reach  of  law,  the  whole  body  should 
be  held  responsible  for  all  lawless  acts  against  the  persons, 
or  property,  of  our  citizens. 

"Resolved,  That  we  utterly  repudiate  the  impudent  asser¬ 
tion  so  often,  and  so  constantly  put  forth  by  the  Mormons, 

that  they  are  persecuted  for  righteousness  sake.  We  do  not 

\ 

believe  them  to  be  persecuted  people.  We  know  that  they  ere 
not;  but  that  whatever  grievances  they  may  suffer  are  the 
necessary,  and  legitimate  consequences  of  their  illegal,  wick 
ed  and  dishonest  acts. 

"Resolved,  That  this  convention  deem  it  proper  to  rec¬ 
ommend  that  a  small  military  force  be  stationed  in  Hancock 
county  until  next  Spring,  to  prevent  depredations  on  private 
property,  and  preserve  the  peace  of  said  county;  and  that  it 
be  respectfully,  yet  earnestly,  recommended  to  the  Execution 
of  this  State  to  furnish  the  same  for  the  purposes  above 
named. 

"On  motion  of  J.H.  Mitchell,  it  was 

"Resolved,  That  should  the  Mormons  between  this  and 
their  leaving  in  the  spring,  continue  to  commit  depredations 
and  outrages  upon  the  property  of  persons  of  the  old  citizens 


of  Hancock,  or  other  counties,  that  we  now  give  them  fair 
notice,  that  we  will  hold  ourselves  ready  at  a  moment’s  warn¬ 
ing,  and  pledge  that  our  fellow  citizens  of  the  counties  we 
represent  will  meet  y/ ith  us  enmasse ,  immediately  upon  such 
facts  being,  made  knov/n  to  us,  and  march  to  Hancock  to  put  a 
final  and  summary  end  to  such  outrages.  . . .  . ’’ 

WARSAW  SIGNAL.  Vol.  &  No.  missing.  P.  2,  Warsaw,  Illinois, 
Oct.  22,  1845.  Sharp  &  Galloway. 


"THE  MORMONS" 

MA  large  body  of  Mormons  have  crossed  the  river  and  en¬ 
camped  on  Devil  Creek  in  Lee  County,  previous  to  starting  for 

\ 

California.  The  big  stories  about  the  immense  numbers  and 
the  order  of  march  of  this  deluded  people  are  gotten  up  for 
effect.  There  may  be  about  a  thousand  in  the  first  company 
y^hen  all  that  are  going  cross  the  river.  As  yet  there  is 
not  near  that  number  in  the  encampment  on  Devil  Creek.” 
•BURLINGTON  HAWKE  YE  Vol.  7,  No.  39,  P.  2.  Burlington,  Iov/a, 
Feb.  19,  1846.  Edwards  &  Broadwell. 

"C  4\~4\~4\~4\  /C*  m4\ 

"The  Nauvoo  Eagle  says:  ’’The  archives  and  tracings  of 
the  Mormon  church  have  been  removed,  and  are  now  on  their  way 
to  California.  In  effect,  the  church  has  ceased  to  exist  in 
Illinois.  The  "Twelve”  have  gone  and  with  them  the  acting 
spirit  of  Mormonism." 

QUINCY  WHIG,  Vol.  9,  No.  1,  P.  2  Quincy,  Ill.,  Wednesday, 
April  22,  1846.  B-artlett  &  Sullivan. 


mthe  mormons” 

"The  Mormons  we  learn  ajre  now  daily  crossing  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  in  large  numbers  en  route  for  their  anticipated  home  in 
Oregon  or  California,  Some  are  seceding  from  the  Church  and 
returning  to x the  east;  and  dispersing  throughout  the  country; 
v/hile  many  are  wending  their  way  to  the  city  of  Voree,  in 
Wisconsin,  to  place  themselves  under  the  head  and  guidance  of 
the  new  Prophet,  and  true  successor  to  Jo  Smith,  James  J, 
Strang,  At  all  events,  their  movements  seem  to  indicate  that 
they  have  at  length  become  satisfied,  that  an  attempt  longer 
to  remain  in  Nauvoo,  would  b e  fraught  with  consequences 
dangerous  to  their  organization,  and  their  security  as  a  peo¬ 
ple.”  \ 

LEE  COUNTY  DEMOCRAT.  Vol,  5,  38.  Whole  No.  245.  Page  2. 

Fort  Madison,  I.T.  April  11,  1846.  R.  Wilson  Albright. 


’’The  Mormons  are  rapidly  leaving  Illinois  for  the  far 
west.  Their  term  of  probation  in  Hancock,  it  is  said,  termi¬ 
nated  yesterday,  being  the  first  of  May.” 

’’Large  companies  of  emigrants  are  continually  crossing 
at  this  place,  en  route  for  Oregon  and  California. 

THE  MORMONS 

’’These  unhappy  people  are  making  preparation  to  remove 
from  Illinois  to  some  new  home  as  rapidly  as  circumstances 
will  permit.  The  party  which  started  west  was,  at  last  ac¬ 
counts,  encamped  at  Keosauqua,  in  this  territory.  .... 

LEE  COUNTY  DEMOCRAT.  Vol.  5,  41.  Whole  No.  248,  Page  2. 

1846.  Fort  Madison,  I.T.  May  2,  1846.  R.  Wilson  Albright. 


”  Gentleman  dovm  from  Nauvoo,  informs  us,  that  the  Mor¬ 
mons  are  crossing  the  River  day  and  night  in  their  haste  to 
leave  the  State  by  the  time  the  troops  are  disbanded.  There 

can  be  no  mistake  that  the  Mormons  are  leaving  the  State  as 

\ 

fast  as  they  possibly  can.  During  the  last  w  eek,  a  large 
amount  of  property  has  been  disposed  of  to  settlers  coming 
in,  and  those  who  do  not  belong  to  the  Church.  We  hope 
that  time  will  be  allowed  those  v/ho  are  disposed  to  emigrate, 

r 

and  that  all  friendly  to  the  cause  of  humanity  and  good 
order  will  aid  them  to  dispose  of  their  property,  and  permit 

them  to  depart  in  peace.1' 

\ 

QUINCY -WHIG,  Vol .  9,  No.  2,  P.  2,  Quincy,  Illinois,  Wed. 

April  29,  1846.  Bartlett  &  Sullivan. 

•' (, •' C *1. ^ 

a"  /v*  a  *  r ”  »* *v v" *# v 

’’Extract  of  a  3e  tter  to  the  editors  of  the  Whig _ 

’’The  facts  below  are  vouched  for  by  an  intelligent  demo¬ 
crat  at  Carthage: 

’’The  Mormons  are  using  every  exertion  to  make  the  people 
believe  that  they  are  really  intending  to  remove.  But  when 
it  is  known  that  there  is  a  continual  Mormon  immigration  to 
Nauvoo,  and  that  the  w agons  and  teams  of  those  are  frequently 
mistaken  for  the  preparations  of  the  Nauvoo  Mormons,  by  the 
casual  visitor  to  that  city,  their  hypocrisy  and  deception 
are  easily  detected  and  understood.  The  Nauvoo  paper  called 
the  ’’Hancock  Eagle,”  is  Mormon  all  over . --Babbit,  W.W.  Phelps 
and  the  Twelve,  are  the  real  owners  of  the  concern,  the  pro- 
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testations  of  its  nominal  editor  notwithstanding.  Their  ob¬ 
ject  and  intention  is  to  make  Nauvoo  the  general  depot  of 
Mormonism  for  all  the  eastern  Mormons  during  the  summer,  and 
they  are  to  have  a  constant  line  of  Mormons  going  to  the 
camp  of  the  Twelve,  and  then  back  to  the  City,  so  that  they 
can  commit  all  kinds  of  depredations  on  the  old  citizens, 
and  make  sure  their  escape.  I  am,  yours,  &c.” 

QUINCY  WHIG,  Vol .  9,  No.  1.  P.  2.  Quincy,  Ill.  Wed.,  April 

22,  1846.  Bartlett  and  Sullivan. 

/ 

•  i.  ^ C 

*ir*  « c*  7T *< c  vr *a‘ *  r * 

"FROM  HANCOCK.” 

”V/e  have  received  the  following  communication  and  accom- 
panying  letter  from  Carthage. — They  exhibit  a  state  of  things 
which  y;  e  have  expected  for  some  time  past,  viz:  that  the 
Mormons  or  a  large  part  of  them,  v/ould  be  prevailed  on  to  re¬ 
main  in  the  State,  because  certain  interested  men  about 
Nauvoo,  require  their  services .--There  is  gloom  and  trouble 
in  the  prospect.  If  they  will  remain  to  provoke  another  out¬ 
break,  that  which  has  gone  before  will  be  but  a  priming  to 
that  which  will  come  to  pass.  The  fiat  has  gone  forth,  that 
they  must  leave .  They  may  stem  the  tide  of  public  opinion 
for  a  brief  period,  but  public  tranquility  will  not  be  re¬ 
stored  until  the  annoyance  is  removed  from  our  borders: 

Carthage,  April  11,  1846. 

”The  undersigned  visited  Nauvoo  on  the  8th  and  9th  inst¬ 
ant  for  the  purpose  of  observing  the  arrangements  and  move- 

/ 

ments  of  the  Mormons,  to  enable  them  to  form  some  conclusion 
as  to  the  probability  of  that  people  all  leaving  Hancock 
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county  during  the  present  spring.  Having  listened  to  the 
addresses  of  Messers.  Hyde  Babbit  and  Haywood  at  the  close 
of  the  conference,  and  spent  considerable  time  in  observing 
we  were  forced  to  the  conviction  that  if  left  to  pursue 
their  own  course,  with  nothing  but  their  o wn  inclination  and 
intention  of  complying  with  their  agreement  made  last  fall, 
to  prompt  their  action,  not  less  than  six  or  eight  thousand 
Mormons  w ill  be  left  in  the  county  on  the  first  day  of  June, 

"We  believe  that  Orson  Hyde  and  the  heads  of  the  church 

/  - 

generally,  are  desirous  that  all  should  remove;  but  such  men 
as  Backenstos,  Babbit  and  Owens,  of  whom  their  (sic)  are  a 
large  number  lately  rising  into  importance  and  influence  in 
Nauvoo,  are  making  untiring  efforts  in  indirect  ways  to  re¬ 
tain  a  3a  rge  portion  of  the  SaL  nts  in  the  county.  And  from 
the  small  a ttendance  at  the  Conference,  compared  with  former 
years  and  the  crowded  state  of  the  city--from  the  very  general 
indifference  and  w avering  among  the  people  on  the  subject  of 
following  the  twelve--from  the  mode  and  extent  of  the  prepar¬ 
ations  going  on--and  f rom  t he  growing  confidence  and  bold 
declaration  of  Babbit  and  others,  who  expected  tobvecome  the 
leaders  of  those  remaining,  we  are  satisfied  that  these  have 
been  but  too  successful  in  damping  the  spirit  of  emigration, 

"Our  observations  have  also  convinced  us,  that  most  of 
the  Mormons  at  Nauvoo,  exercise  but  little  personal  judgment 
or  concern  upon  the  question  whether  they  are  to  go  or  remain 
--without  much  considering  the  consequence  of  either  course, 
they  suffer  themselves  to  be  passively  swayed  in  their  de¬ 
termination  by  the  representations  and  promises  of  the  differ- 
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ent  leaders.  Were  it  not  therefore,  for  the  acts  of  such 
men  as  Y«/e  have  named,  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  the 
■whole  sect  would  pecably  (sic)  depart  by  the  close  of  next 
spring. 

x  S.H.  Sherman, 

A.  Hamileon, 

S.  Comer. " 

QUINCY  WHIG,  Vol,  9,  No.  1,  P.  2,  Quincy,  Illinois,  V/ed. 
April  22,  1846.  Bartlett  &  Sullivan. 


"THE  MORMONS." 

"The  settlers  in  the  counties  contigious  to  Hancock  are 

\ 

holding  meetings  in  consequence  of  the  signs  held  out  which 

i 

indicate  an  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  Mormons 
to  remove.  We  have  seen  some  very  strong  resolutions  adopted 
at  a  meeting  in  McDonough  county,  which  sets  forth  that  at  the 
Hancock  Convention  last  fall,  in  which  many  of  the  counties 
were  represented,  a  solemn  treaty  was  entered  into  on  the  part 
of  the  Mormons  in  which  they  pledged  themselves  to  move  as  a 
body  early  in  the  Spring,  provided  they  were  left  unmolested 
during'  the  w inter.  They  have  not  been  disturbed  according 
to  that  stipulation,  and  the  settlers  now  call  upon  them  to 
go.  The  time  has  passed  In  which  they  promised  to  depart, 
and  the  people  are  growing  very  uneasy.  The  citizens  of  Adams, 
Hancock,  McDonough  and  several  other  counties,  are  organizing 
themselves  with  a  view  to  compel  the  Mormons  to  fulfil  their 
engagements,  and w e  should  not  wonder  to  hear  within  one  month 
of  another  Mormon  war  which  may  terminate  more  tragically  than 


* 


d  ut  :  oJ  t  £  vino  B9W  vjMaii  .imeloa  ;  .bonnet  r>'t  ®“**J 
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any  that  has  preceded  It, 

BURLINGTON  HAWKEYE  Vol.  7,  No,  47,  P.  2.  Eurlington,  Iowa. 
April  16,  1846,  Edwards  &  Broa dwell. 

</.»/  v*  »/_  w  w  »♦ 

/  C  «»  A  rT V *lf 

'  "WAR  IN  HANCOCK]]" 

" ....  The  Anti-Mormons  say  they  are  now,  as  they  have 
been  from  the  first,  determined  to  make  the  Mormons  comply 
with  their  pledge  to  leave  the  State,  That  instead  of  ful¬ 
filling  the  pledge  in  good  faith--that  from  three  to  five 

> 

thousand  of  them  sj;ill  r emain  in  the  county-~that  they  have 
planted  gardens--which  shows  a  disposition  to  remain.  That 
they  have  received  a  written  order  from  the  Twelve  to  remain 
in  Nauvoo — and  no  more  of  them  to  leave.  •  That  since  the 
rifle  guard  has  been  disbanded,  there  is  no  longer  safety 
for  property--that  thefts  are  daily  multiplying-- that  an 
organized  bank  of  thieves  still  remain  in  and  about  Nauvoo, 
believed  to  be  Mormons— and  that  their  patience  is  worn  out, 
and  their  only  chance  is  to  take  th  lav;  in  their  own  hands, 
as  Gov.  Ford  intimated  and  rid  the  county  of  the  annoyance 
of  which  they  have  -so  long  complained. 

" ....  The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  adopted 
at  a  Convention  held  at  Carthage,  on  the  16th  inst.,  may  be 
considered  in  some  sort  a  statement  of  the  grievances  com¬ 
plained  of  by  the  anit-Mormons : 

"Whereas,  a  convention  of  nine-  counties  surrounding 
Hancock,  which  assembled  in  Carthage  last  October,  did  re¬ 
solve  that  the  Mormons  should  leave  this  county  as  soon  as 
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grass  would  grow  and  water  run;  and,  whereas,  the  time  set 
by  that  convention  has  arrived,  the  citiznes  seeing  that  many 
of  the  Mormons  were  actually  engaged  in  leaving  and  preparing 
to  leave,  were  disposed  to  extend  the  utmost  leniency  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  time  for  the  entire  removal  of  the  whole  body;  and, 
whereas,  we  are  authentically  informed  that  the  Mormons  are 
daily  committing  depredations  upon  the'  property  of  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  county,  v/hich  renders  it  impossible  for  the  two 
parties  longer  to  remain  together; 

"Therefore,  Resolved/  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meet¬ 
ing,  the  time  has  now  arrived,  when  the  citizens  of  this  and 

■*  the  surrounding  counties  should  take  active  and  efficient 

\ 

measures  to  effect  the  entire  removal  of  the  Mormons. 

"Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  citizens  of  this  and 
the  surrounding  counties,  to  prepare  forthwith,  to  put  into 
effect  the  resolutions  of  the  Carthage  convention,  by  organ¬ 
izing,  arming  and  equipping  themselves  for  immediate  action. 

tt 

•  •  •  • 

QUINCY  WHIG.  Vol.  9,  No.  9,  P.  2.  Quincy,  Illinois.  June  17, 
1846.  Bartlett  &  Sullivan, 

V  V 

/\  a  <  wC  *  wC* 

"MOBOCRACY. " 

"During  the  late  disturbances  we  were  frequently  charged 
with  exciting  the  people  to  mobocracy.  The  St.  Louis  Organ 
and  papers  of  a  like  stamp,  charged,  that  the  unhappy  state 
of  things  in  Hancock,  might  be  traced  to  the  influence  of 
that  incendiary  sheet,  the  Warsaw  Signal. --As  this  is  a  seri¬ 
ous  charge  it  demands  serious  consideration  and  we  shall. 


therefore,  attempt  a  candid  reply. 

"In  conducting  our  paper,  we  may,  under  the  influence  of 
excitement,  have  sometimes  uttered  expressions  that  were  ill- 
timed  and  which  it  would  have  been  more  prudent  to  have  sup¬ 
pressed.  V Je  acknowledge  that  we  are  excitable,  and  no  one 
is  more  ready  to  charge  than  we  are  to  admit,  that  when  under 
the  influence  of  excitement  we  are  apt  to  act  and  speak  with¬ 
out  due  consideration  or  reflection.  Yet  in  looking  over 
our  files,  we  can  find  but  few  expressions  which w  e  would 
wish  to  recall,  or  which  under  similar  circumstances  we  would 
not  again  utter. 

"If  in  exposing  fearlessly  the  villainous  acts  of  a 
band  of  infamous  robbers  and  cut  throats  located  in  our  midst 

i 

and  advocating  their  forcible  ejectment  from  the  state,  as 
the  only  means  of  restoring  order  and -tranquility  to  Hancock, 
we  have  been  guilty  of  exciting  to  mobocracy,  we  plead  guilty 
to  the  charge,  and  w e  glory  in  it.  So  long  as  we  remain  at 
the  head  of  a  public  press  we  will  expose  the  high  handed 
acts  of  robbers  and  villains  and  cry  out  against  them;  and 
if  from  the  influence  of  such  expose,  the  people  should,  at 
last,  rise  to  redress  their  v/rongs  in  a  summary  manner,  the 
consequence  be  upon  the  heads  of  the  villains  who,  by  their 
conduct,  provoked  the  illegal  act  and  not  upon  us  who  ex¬ 
posed  them. 

"The  question  may  arise  whether  the  citizens  of  Hancock 
and  surrounding  counties  would,  in  reality,  be  acting  as  a 
mob  should  they  forcibly  expel  the  Mormons  from  the  state. 

We  contend  they  -would  not.  Every  assemblage  of  men  engaged 
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in  an  illegal  act  is  not  a  mob,  and  to  brand  all  as  such 

would  confound  the  distinction b  etween  a  mob  and  revolution. 

If  an  usurper  should  seize  the  reins  of  government  and 

through  the  influence  of  corrupt  judges  and  officers  deny 

justice  ta  the  people,  protect  his  favorites  from  punishment 
\ 

for  flagrant  crimes,  and  make  the  laws  the  instrument  of  op¬ 
pression;  and  the  citizens  feeling  the  burden  too  intolerable 
to  be  borne  should  rise  up  and  hurl  the  usurper  from  power, 
in  order  thus  to  restore  efficacy  to  the  law,  who w  ould 
brand  such  a  proceeding  as  mobocratic?  None,  who  have  any 
appreciation  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  freemen.  In¬ 
stead  of  being  branded  as  a  mob,  they  would  b e  extolled  as 
\ 

patriots,  fighting  for  liberty-- they  would b e  encouraged 
and  ’god  speed  to  the  cause  of  human  rights’  would  be  the 
cry  of  every  generous  heart  on  the  earth.  Now  let  us  apply 
this  cause  to  our  own  peculiar  situation.  The  Heads  of  the 
Mormon  church  have  usurped  all  power  over  the  ballot  box  in 
Hancock  county.  They  dispense  all  the  offices  and  control 
the  officers.  By t  his  means  they  control  the  juries. 

Through  these  juries  they  deny  right  to  the  old  settlers  of 
the  county,  and  s  creen  their  followers  from  punishment  and 
with  impunity  commit,  themselves,  the  most  flagrant  acts  of 
injustice  and  oppression.  Now  we  ask,  if  the  people  should 
arise  to  free  themselves  from  this  corrupt  dynasty,  what 
would  be  the  difference  in  the  last  case  from  the  first? 

"Brigham  Young  and  his  associates  are  as  much  usurpers 
as  if,  they  had  in  fact,  subverted  the  government w ithin 
the  county,  and  can  commit  any  act,  no  matter  how  atrocious. 


310. 


without  the  fear  of  being  punished  by  the  law.  Nothing  but 
the  dread  of  popular  vengeance  keeps  them  in  restraint. 

"We  w  ould  a  sk  of  those  who  condemn  so  loudly  the  late 
illegal  proceedings  in  Hancock,  what  would  you  have  us  do? 

Would  you  have  us  submit  to  repeated  outrages  and  robberies 

\ 

when  we  know  that  the  law  will  afford  us  no  redress?  Would 
you  have  us  abide  by  the  lav;  when  the  lav;  is  no  protection? 
Would  you  judge  us  by  the  letter  of  the  lav;  when  its  spirit 
is  gone?  Would  you  have  us  condemn  all  illegal  proceedings 

t 

when  we  know  that  it  is  the  fear  the  Mormons  have  of  these 
illegal  proceedings  alone,  which  keeps  them  in  check?  Let 
those  v/ho  cry  out  against  illegal  proceedings  in  us,  point 

V 

out  some  legal  mode  whereby  our  numerous  grievances  can  be 

redressed,  before  they  condemn  us  when  we  resort  to  the 

only  remedy  left  for  our  protection.  And  let  not  men  brand 

as  a  mob  these  who  are  only  battling  for  their  rights,  in 

imitation  of  the  glorious  example  of  our  f oref athers--who 

< 

are  not  laboring  to  subvert  law  but  to  restore  to  its  lost 
spirit  end  efficacy.  Finally,  let  those  who  are  disposed  to 
condemn  first  enquire  into  our  situation  and  appreciate  the 
evils  under  which  w e  suffer,  and  they  will  find  less  cause 
of  censure  than  is  generally  supposed,  by  the  superficial 
observer . " 

WARSAW  SIGNAL  Vol.  2--No.  33--P.  2.  Warsaw,  Ill.  Nov.  5,  1845 
Sharp  &  Galloway, 

J>/  *  /  W  ft  w  \ »  *  t 

'*’<  »*  ’  r* n*  *V\“  *<r  vc* 

"THE  BATTLE." 

"After  the  reception  of  this  letter  (Clifford’s),  the 


army  was  drawn  up  in  column  on  a  piece  of  high  ground  lying, 
between  the  camp  and  the  city.  While  in  this  position,  a 
few  shots  were  fired  from  a  breastwork  the  Mormons  had  erected 
during  the  night,  and  the  fire  was  returned  from  our  artil¬ 
lery.  So  soon  as  all  was  ready,  the  Warsaw  Riflemen  we re 

\ 

divided  into  two  sections,  and  deployed  on  the  right  and  left 
as  flankers.  Captain  Newton’s  Lima  Guards,  with  Captain 
Walker’s  gun,  was  ordered  to  take  position  a  qu arter  of  a 
mile  in  front  of  the  camp,  and  employ  the  attention  of  the 
Mormons  at  their  breastwork, —and  from  w hich  they  kept  a  con¬ 
stant  fire,  while  the  main  body  of  the  army  wheeled  to  the 
left,  passed  down  across  the  La  Harpe  road  through  a  cornfield 

thence  across  Mulholland  street,  thence  bore  to  the  right 

* 

through  an  orchard,  and  on  to  the  city.  So  soon  as  the  army 
was  fairly  under  way,  Captain  Newton’s  company,  ;  and  the  piece 
of  artillery  with  it,  were  brought  up  in  the  rear.  This  march 
was  made  directly  across  and  in f  ace  of  the  enemy’s  fire,  and 
within  good  cannon  range,  yet  not  a  man  was  injured. 

"Arriving  on  the  verge  of  the  city,  the  army,  all  except 
the  artillery  and  flankers,  was  halted,  while  the  latter  ad¬ 
vanced  and  commenced  an  attack  on  the  Mormon  works,  from 
which  they  had  been  firing  during  the  whole  time  of  the  march 
A  hot  fire  was  kept  up  by  the  artillery  from  both  sides  for 
fifteen  or  twenty  minutes.  Luring  this  time,  the  Mormons 
did  ftO  execution  on  our  ranks,  while  the  balls  from  our  cannon 
rattled  most  terrifically  through  the  houses  in  the  city. 

"At  length  a  fire  of  small  arms  was  heard  from  some  Mor¬ 
mons  who  had  taken  position  on  the  extreme  left  in  a  cornfield 


. 


Immediately,  Colonel  Smith’s  regiment  w as  ordered  up  and  drove 
the  assailants  before  them.  The  s  econd  regiment  was  in  the 
mean  time  ordered  up  to  the  support  of  the  artillery.  By 
this  time  the  action b  ecame  general. 

’’The  Mormons  were  in  squads  in  their  houses,  and  poured 

\ 

in  their  shots  with  the  greatest  rapidity.  Our  men  were  also 
divided  off  into  squads,  took  shelter  where  they  could  best 
find  it,  and  returned  the  fire  with  great  energy.  The  great¬ 
er  part  of  the  first  regiment  had  no  better  shelter  than  a 
cornfield  and  a  worm  fence;  the  second  regiment  was  open 
ground,  having  but t wo  or  three  small  houses  to  cover  the 

whole  body;  while  our  artillery  w as  entirely  exposed. 

\ 

"The  firing  of  small  arms  was  continued  for  half  an 
hour,  during  v/hich  time  our  men  steadily  advanced,  driving  the 
enemy,  in  many  instances,  from  their  shelter.  For  a  short 
time  their  fire  was  almost  entirely  silenced;  but,  unfortunate- 
ly,  at  this  juncture  our  cannon  balls  were  exhausted;  and  our 
commander,  deeming  it  imprudent  to  risk  a  further  advance  with 
out  these  necessary  instruments,  ordered  the  men  to  be  drawn 
off.  This  was  done  in  good  order,  and  in  slow  time  the  whole 
force  returned  to  the  camp. 

"In  this  action  we  had  about  five  hundred  men  engaged, 
and  four  pieces  of  artillery;  two  hundred  men  and  one  piece 
of  artillery  having  been  left  at  the  camp  for  its  protection. 
Our  loss  in  this  engagement,  as  well  as  the  subsequent  skirm¬ 
ishes,  will b  e  found  in  the^report  of  the  surgeons  hereto  ap¬ 
pended.  Most  of  our  men  throughout  the  a  ction  displayed  re¬ 
markable  coolness  and  determination,  and,  we  have  no  doubt. 


did  great  execution.  We  believe  if  our  cannon  balls  had 
held  out  ten  minutes  longer,  we  should  have  taken  the  city; 
but  v/ hen  the  action  commenced,  w  e  had  but  sixty-one  balls. 
The  battle  lasted  from  the  time  the  first  feint  was  made 
until  our  men  were  drav/n  off--an  hour  and  a  quarter,  Probab 
ly  there  is  not  a  record  an  instance  of  a  longer-continued 
militia  fight. (! ) 

"The  Mormons  stood  their  ground  manfully;  but  from  the 
little  execution  done  by  them,  vie  infer  that  they  were  not 
very  cool  or  deliberate.  Their  loss  is  uncertain,  as  they 
have  taken  especial  pains  to  conceal  the  number  of  their 

dead  and  wounded.  They  acknowledged  but  three  dead  and  ten 

\ 

wounded.  Among  the  killed  is  their  master  spirit.  Captain 
Anderson,  of  the  fifteen- shooter  rifle  company.  Their  force 
in  the  fight  was  from  three  to  four  hundred.  They  had  all 
the  advantages,  having  selected  their  own  positions;  and  vie 
were  obliged  to  take  such  as  vie  could  get.  Sometimes  our 
men  could  get  no  cover,  and  the  artillery  was  all  the  time 
exposed,  while  theirs  was  under  cover. 

"On  Saturday,  after  the  battle,  the  Anties  commenced 
intrenching  their  camp,  and  on  Sunday  made  it  secure  against 
the  shots  of  the  enemy’s  cannon,  which  frequently  reached 
or  passed-  over  it.  On  Sunday,  the  Anties  cut  part  of  the 
corn  from  the  field,  on  the  left  of  the  La  Harpe  road,  to  pr 
vent  the  Mormons  from  taking  cover  in  it.  While  thus  en¬ 
gaged,  the  Mentions  fired  on  the  guard  v/hich  w  as  protecting 
the  corn-cutters.  The  fire  was  returned  by  the  guard,  and 
kept  up  at  long  distance  for  two  or  three  hours.  In  this 


In  this  skirmish  one  of  our  men  v; as  badly  wounded.  The  loss 
of  the  enemy  is  not  known.  On  Monday,  a  party  of  Mormons 
crept  up  through  the  weeds  to  a  piece  of  high  ground,  and 
fired  at  our  camp,  wounding  three  men,  none  seriously.  Their 

balls  were  nearly  spent  when  they  struck.  On  Sunday  morning, 

\ 

after  the  battle,  a  powder  plot  was  dug  up  on  the  La  Harpe 
road,  which  the  army  was  expected  to  pass.  On  Wednesday, 
another  was  dug  up  on  the  same  road  nearer  the  city.  Several 
of  these  plots  were  discovered  near  the  Temple,  and  in  other 
parts  of  the  city." 

WARSAW  SIGNAL,  Warsaw,  Illinois,  October  15,  1845.  Sharp 
and  Galloway,  Publishers,  Vol.  2,  Page  and  No.  missing. 


”1.  THE  CITY  OF  NAUVOO  WILL  SURRENDER.  The  force  of 
Colonel  Brockman  to  enter  and  take  possession  of  the  city  to¬ 
morrow,  the  17th  of  September,  at  3  o’clock  P.M. 

M2.  The  arms  to  be  delivered  to  the  Quincy  Committee,  to 
be  returned  on  the  crossing  of  the  river. 

"3.  The  Quincy  Committee  pledge  themselves  to  use  their 
influence  for  the  protection  of  persons  and  property  from  all 
violence;  and  the  officers  of  the  camp  and  the  men  pledge  them 
selves  to  protect  all  persons  and  property  from  violence. 

n4.  The  sick  and  helpless  to  be  protected  and,  treated 
with  humanity. 

n5.  The  Mormon  population  of  the  city  to  leave  the  State, 
or  disperse,  as  soon  as  they  can  cross  the  river. 

”6.  Five  men,  including  the  Trustees  of  the  Church,  and 
five  Clerks,  with  their  families  (William  Pickett  not  one  of 


the  number)  to  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the  city  for  the 
disposition  of  property,  free  from  all  molestation  and  per¬ 
sonal  violence. 

"7.  Hostilities  to  cease  immediately,  and  ten  men  of 

the  Quincyv  Committee  to  enter  the  city  in  the  execution  of 

.  \ 

their  duty,  as  soon  as  they  think  proper. 

"We,  the  undersigned,  subscribe  to  ratify  and  confirm, 
the  foregoing  Articles  of  Accommodation,  Treaty,  and  Agree¬ 
ment,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

"Signed  by, 

"Almon  W.  Babbit, 

Joseph  L.  Heywood, 

John  S.  Fullmer, 

i 

Trustees  in  Trust  for  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-Day  Saints. 

Andr  ev/  J ohn  s  on , 

Chairman  of  Committee  of  Quincy. 

Thomas  S.  Brockman, 

Commander  Posse. 

John  Carlin, 

Special  Constable." 

WARSAW  SIGNAL,  Warsaw,  Illinois,  Vol.  No.,  Page  missing, 
October  22,  1845.  Sharp  and  Galloway,  Publishers. 


"NAUVOO. " 

THE  DAY  AFTER  IT  WAS ’EVACUATED. » 
BY  CHE-MO-K0  HON. 


"DEAR  HAWK- -My  powers  of  description  are  totally  inade 
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quate  to  give  your  readers  any  just  conception  of  the  'scenes' 
that  now  present  themselves  on  every  hand  in  this  vicinity. 

On  either  shore  of  the  Mississippi  may  be  seen  a  long  line 
of  tents,  wagons,  cattle,  &c.,  v/ith  numberless  v/retched  speci¬ 
mens  of  humanity.  Since  the  armistice  or  'treaty'  the  Mor¬ 
mons  are  crossing  in  almost  breathless  haste.  •  Three  of  four 
'flats'  are  running  constantly,  both  day  and  night.  This 
morning,  Saturday,  19th,  at  the  solicitation  of  Capt,  Vroo- 
man,  of  the  Fort  Madison  Guards,  I  crossed  the  river  from 

I 

•  / 

Montrose,  to  take  a  peep  at  this  City  of  Desolation.  V/e  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  Mansion  House,  -where  v/e  met  v/ith  a  small  de¬ 
tachment  of  soldiers  and  a  number  of  strangers.  From  thence 

\ 

we  went  to  the  Temple.  On  entering  the  vestibule  of  this 
renowned  edifice,  a  singular  spectacle  presented  itself.  The 

seats  of  the  High  Priests  of  the  'Twelve'  and  of  the  'seventy' 

•  \ 

were  occupied  by  a  grim  visaged  soldiery.  Some  lay  sleeping 

on  their  'arms,'  and  others  lay  rolled  up  in  their  blankets. 

On  every  hand  lay  scattered  about  in  beautiful  confusion,  mus¬ 
kets,  swords,  cannonballs  and  terrible  missiles  of  death. 
Verily,  thought  I,  how  are  the  holy  places  desecrated]  I 
thought  of  old  Oliver  Cromwell,  when  he  drove  the  horses  of 
his  army  through t he  'cloisters'  of  the  Worcester  Cathedral, 
and  appropriated  the  Baptismal  fount  as  a  manger. 

MI  am  penning  this  scrav/1  to  you  in  the  upper  seat  of 
the  Sanctuary.  Over  my  head  there  is  an  inscription  in  large 
gold  letters  'The  Lord  is  our  Sacrifice'  on  my  right  lie  three 
soldiers  asleep,  resting  on  their  arms--my  feet  are  resting 
on  a  pile  of  chain  shot--and  a  keg  of  pov/der,  just  discovered. 
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lies  at  my  elbotf. 

"I  left  the  Temple  'solitary  and  alone,'  to  perambulate 
the  desolate  city.  All  was  still  and  hushed  as  the  charnel 
house. --Not  a  human  being  v/as  seen.  Houses  appeared  sudden¬ 
ly  deserted,  as  though  the  inmates  had  precipitately  fled  frorji 
a  pestilence  or  the  burning  of  a  volcano.  Some  had  windows 
open  and  the  flowers  blooming  the  casements,  but  no  fair  hand 
was  there,  and  no  breath  w as  heard,  save  the  rustling  zephyrs 
of  heaven.  It  appeared  as  if  the  vengeance  of  the  Almighty 
rested  upon  this  doomed  city. 

"I  roamed  over  the  vast  Parade  Ground  where,  four  years 

ago,  I  beheld  the  soi  distant  'Prophet'  review  his  Legion  of 

\ 

3000  strong,  in  all  the  'pride  and  circumstance*  of  military 
glory.  Where  now  is  the  Prophet?  Let  the  Plains  of  Carthage 
answer l  And  where  the  multitudes  that  shouted  hozannas -to 
his  name? 

’'Verily,  thought  I,  'truth  is  stranger  than  fiction.' 

I  returned  again  through  t he  desolate  streets  to  the  Mansion 
House.  One  solitary  being,  with  a  child  in  her  arms,  stood 
at  the  corner  of  a  street,  and  saluted  me  with  an  imploring 
and  almost  frantic  look. 

"'Pray,  sir,  are  you  one  of  the  committee',  said  she. 

"When  I  replied  that  I  was  a  stranger,  her  eyes  filled 
with  tears.  She  related  her  history.  *Tis  soon  told,  and 
is  the  history  of  hundreds. 

"'We  came  from  Yorkshire,  England,  my  husband  died 
eighteen  months  after  our  arrival,  fie  gave  all  his  money  to 


the  church. ' 


. 
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"  ’Where  are  your  friends,’  said  I. 

n’I  have  none — not  one.  The  soldiers  say  I  must  leave 
in  two  hours.  This  child  is  sick,  and  my  other  is  a  cripple. 
She  had  flour  enough  for  but  one  dinner] 

"On  tha  Montrose  side  of  the  Mississippi,  many  of  the 
scenes  were  heartbreaking.  I  stopped  at  the  door  of  one 
tent,  arrested  by  the  subdued  sobs  of  a  young  mother,  whose 
heart  was  broken  with  grief.  By  her  side  lay  her  infant,  a 
corpse.  She  had  neither  friend  or  relative  to  bury  her  child, 

t 

nor  a  mouthful  of  food  to  eat. 

"I  was  informed  that  Gen.  Brockman,  to  his  honor  be  it 

spoken,  conducted  with  marked  discretion  and  humanity;  and 

\ 

•  the  night  the  army  took  possession  of  the  city,  not  a  rail 
v;as  disturbed  or  a  particle  of  property  molested.  Although 
they  encamped  adjoining  an  extensive  orchard  of  choice  fruit, 
not  a  hand  was  laid  upon  it.  The  boat  is  leaving  for  Mont¬ 
rose  and  I  must  drop  my  pen.  Perhaps  more  anon  from  your 
faithful  chronicler. 

CHE  MO  KO  MON.  " 

BURLINGTON  HAWKEZE.  Vol.  8,  No.  18,  P.  2.  Burlington,  Iowa. 
Sept.  24,  1846.  Edwards  &  Broa dwell. 


"MORMON  NAMES." 

"Now  that  Hancock  county  has  succeeded  in  getting  rid 
of  Mormons  and  Mormonism--v/e  hope  forever ] --would  it  not  be 
well  to  obliterate,  as  far  as  possible,  all  the  effects  of 
their  ’reign  of  terror, ’--even  to  the  names  they  brought  among 


. 


319. 


st  us?  Years  must  necessarily  elapse,,  before  we  expect 
to  wipe  out  the  black  stain  which  they  brought  upon  our  fair 
escutcheon--bef ore  we  can  a  gain  stand  upon  the  fair  ground  on 
which  we  stood,  when  Mormonism  first  cast  its  dark  shadow 
over  our  land.  The  foul  blotch,  left  by  it,  wherever  it  gains 
a  ’local  Habitation  and  a  name,’  it  will  take  years  to  re¬ 
move, --But  we  can  at  least  remove  all  outward  evidences  of 
their  career,  and  as  one  of  the  means  of  doing  this,  we  sug¬ 
gest  the  propriety  of  CHANGING  ALL  THE  NAMES  introduced  among 
us  by  the  Mormons,  We  have  Nauvoo,  Ramus,  Yelrome,  and  per¬ 
haps  others  in  this  county,  and  several  on  the  Iowa  side. 

"How  our  friends  in  the  first  mentioned  place  would  like 

\ 

the  change,  we  know  not,  but  to  us,  the  old  name  of  COMMERCE 
is  far  preferable.  Besides — restoring  the  old  name,  would 
seem  like  re-establishing  the  old  order  of  things." 

WARSAW  SIGNAL.  Vol,  3,  No.  36,  P.  2.  Warsaw,  Ill.  Jan.  16,  1847. 
Thomas  C.  Sharp. 


"’HONOR  TO  THE  DEAD. •" 

"In  our  a rticle  last  week  under  the  foregoing  title,  we 
took  the  position  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  citizens  of 
Hancock  county,  to  erect  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  our  friend 
who  were  murdered  in  the  difficulties  with  the  Mormons. 

"We  have  since  learned  that  initiatory  measures  have  al¬ 
ready  been  taken,  in  reference  to  one  of  the  individuals. 

This,  we  think,  is  premature.  The  united  voice  of  the  people 
of  the  county  will  demand  that  ALL  shall b e  treated  alike — 
that  the  same  token  of  respect  shall  b  e  extended  to  all  of 


' 


those  who  lost  their  lives  in  these  lamentable  conflicts. 

« 

And  we  do  not  but  those  who  are  already  moving,  in  the  instan¬ 
ces  alluded  to,  will  coincide  in  opinion  with  the  mass  of  their 
fellow  citizens. 

’'What  ought  to  be  done  in  the  mat  ter? --What  can  be  done? 
What  is  due  to  the  deceased?  --  to  their  reputations--to  their 
memories--f rom  those  who  are  left  to  lament  their  loss?  These 
are  the  questions  which  our  fellow  citizens  will  have  to  con¬ 
sider,  before  undertaking  the  project  proposed. 

”  A  splendid  monument,  costing  thousands,  is  out  of  the 

question.  Itwouldbe  a  too  heavy  expenditure  for  the  citi- 

\ 

zens  of  the  county,  in  their  present  crippled  condition  to 

y 

meet.  ^Besides,  it  would  be  unnecessary.  A  plain  column, 

» 

neatly  executed,  at  an  expense  of  a  few  hundreds,  would  be 
all  that  the  occasion  demands;  it  would  as  well  express  our 
sorrow  for  the  dead--our  appreciation  of  their  virtues--and 
our  reverence  for  their  Memories,  as  a  more  stately  and  ex¬ 
pensive  work  could  do, 

’’For  such  a  work,  the  necessary  funds  could  be  easily 
raised.  Almost  every  individual  in  the  county,  would  be  eager 
to  contribute  his  mite  to  an  object  so  worthy--one  which  ap¬ 
peals  so  directly  to  our  better  natures.  In  this,  as  in  al¬ 
most  all  other  matters  connected  with  Mormon  aggression,  the 
people  of  Hancock  will  act  as  one  man.  And  there  are  many 
in  the  surrounding  counties,  and  at  a  distance,  who  sympathiz¬ 
ed  with  us  in  our  troubles,  who  would  gladly  aid  in  the 
work.  Friends  of  the  deceased  abroad,  would  likewise  esteem 
it  a  privilege  to  assist  in  paying  this  last  tribute  to  the 


departed.  There  need,  then,  be  no  fear  that  every  cent  nec¬ 
essary  to  procure  the  erection  of  such  a  monument  as  the  one 
above  proposed,  could  be  easily  and  readily  raised. 

”How,  then,  shall  w  e  go  about  doing  what  all  admit  ought 

to  be  done — ?what  all  will  admit  canbe  done?  All  that  is 

\ 

•necessary  to  ensure  its  accomplishment,  v/ill  be  a  little  ac¬ 
tivity  on  the  part  of  a  few  individuals.  But-- ’what  is 
everybody’s  business  is  No-body’s  bus iness ’ --and  who  will 
begin?  There  is  no  necessity  for  postponement.  It  ought  to 
be  begun  now--this  winter--while  the  people  have  the  leisure 
to  attend  to  it. 

”ln  order  to  make  a  beginning,  we  submit  the  following 

\ 

proposition: 

"Let  some  person  at  the  county  seat  be  appointed  to  re¬ 
ceive  and  hold  the  funds. 

,fLet  him  be  provided  with  a  handsomely  bound  book,  in 
which  to  record  the  names  of  contributors, --and  with  certi¬ 
ficates  for  each,  stating  the  amount,  and  the  purpose  for 
which  it  v/as  paid.  Said  book  when  full,  should  be  deposited 
and  kept  in  the  office  of  the  County  Recorder,  as  a  memorial. 
(It  should  be  a  condition  that  no  individual  shall  pay  a 
larger  sum  than  fifty  cents,  in  order  that  allv/ho  desire  it, 
may  have  an  opportunity  to  share  in  the  work.  ) 

’’Let  a  committee  of  ten--f ive  of  whom  shall  b  elong  to 
the  county  seat,  and  five  to  other  parts  of  the  county--be  ap¬ 
pointed,  who,  with  the  Treasurer,  shall  direct  the  manner  in 
which  the  work  shall  b e  executed,  and  who  shall  contract  and 


. 


pay  for  the  same, --and  finally,  make  report  of  their  doings. 

"And,  le  t  other  committees--say  three  for  each  precinct 
in  the  county--be  appointed  to  receive  and  forward  contribu¬ 
tions  and  names  to  the  treasurer,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 

solicit  aidvin  their  respective  neighborhoods. 

\ 

"This  proposition  is  submitted,  and  these  suggestions 
made,  because  it  is  considered  doubtful  whether  a  county  meet¬ 
ing  could  be  got  up  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  prelimin¬ 
aries.  If  they  meet  with  favor,  it  is  hoped  that  the  friends 
of  the  measure  at  the  county  seat,  at  least,  will  hold  a 

meeting  and  make  the  necessary  appointments." 

. 

WARSAW  SIGNAL.  Vol.  3,  No.  56,  P.  2.  Warsaw,  Illinois,  Jan. 

16,  1847.  Thomas  C.  Sharp. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY 

NEWSPAPERS 


Burlington  Hawkey e  (Burlington,  Iowa  Territory),  November  30  • 
1843-March  13,  1845.  '  ~  , 

Burlington  Patriot  (Burlington,  Iowa  Territory),  December  13, 
1838. 

Ft .  Madison  Courier  (Ft.  Madison,  Iowa  Territory),  July  24- 
Dec  ember  4,  1841. 

Ft.  Madison  Patriot  (Ft.  Madison,  Iowa  Territory),  March  24, 

1838- Sept ember  2,  1838. 

Hawkey e  and  Iowa  Patriot,  (Burlington,  Iowa  Territory), 
September  5,  1839-May  2,  1841. 

Illinois  State  Register  ( Spr ingf ield ,  Illinois)  August  24, 

1839- Dec ember  31,  1847. 

* 

Iowa  Morning  Star  (Keokuk,  Iowa  Territory),  April  24,  1845- 
May  1,  1845. 

Iowa  Patriot  (Burlington,  Iowa  Territory),  June  6,  1839- 
August  29,  1839. 

Iowa  Territorial  Gazette  and  Advertiser  (Burlington,  Iowa 
Territory),  October  14,  1843-May  30,  1846. 

Keokuk  Register  (Keokuk,  Iowa  Territory),  May  26,  1847- 
March  15,  1849. 

Lee  County  Democrat  (Ft.  Madison,  Iowa  Territory),  December 
11,  1841- July  18,  1846. 

Nauvoo  Expositor  (Nauvoo,  Illinois),  June  7,  1844.  (Only 
one  issue  published.). 

Quincy  Argus  (Quincy,  Illinois),  April  25,  1840- July  24, 

1841.  (Incomolete  file). 

Quincy  Herald  (Quincy,  Illinois),  October  7,  1841-December 
29,  1842.  (Incomplete  file). 

Quincy  Whig  (Quincy,  Illinois),  July  21,  1838-December  29, 

1842,  (Incomolete,  1839  omitted),  April  22,  1846-April  5, 

1847;  April  21,  1847-December  29,  1847. 

Sangamo  Journal  (Soringf Ield ,  Illinois),  January  1838-December 
1847,  inclusive. 


. 
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The  Sentimentalist  (Lewistown,  Illinois). 

\ 

\ 

Warsaw  Message  (Warsaw,  Illinois),  October  18,  1843-February 
7,  1844. 

Warsaw  Signal  (Warsaw,  Illinois),  May  12,  1841-October  1, 

1842  (Incomplete);  February  14,  1844-December  31,  1848. 

Alton  Commercial  Gazette  (Alton,  Illinois),  February  8,  1839- 
December  25,  1839. 

>  ^ 

Alton  Democratic  Union  (Alton,  Illinois),  February  14,  1846. 

Ft.  Madison  Patriot  (Burlington,  I.  T.),  January,  1838-June, 
1839. 

Galena  Sentinal  (Galena,  Illinois),  May  25,  1844-December  14, 
1844  (File  incomplete). 

Illinois  Standard  (Jacksonville,  Illinois),  March  17,  1838- 
December  29,  1838. 

Illinois  State  Register  (Springfield,  Illinois),  January, 
1838-December ,  1847. 

Illinois  Temperance  Herald  (Alton,  Illinois),  February,  1839. 

Missouri  and  Illinois  Temperance  Herald  (Alton.  Illinois), 
September,  1840- January,  1847  (File  incomplete). 

Northwestern  Gazette  and  Galena  Advertiser  (Galena,  Illinois) 
January,  1838-December,  1847. 

Rock  Island  Banner  (Rock  Island,  Illinois),  December  12,  1840 
(File  incomplete). 

Serai-weekly  Jeffersonian  (Galena,  Illinois),  October  1845- 
January,  1847. 

The  Alton  Telegraph  and  Democratic  Review  (Alton,  Illinois), 
January,  1838-December,  1847. 

The  Carrollton  Gazette  (Carrollton,  Illinois),  June  1846- 
December,  1846. 

The  Illinian  (Jacksonville,  Illinois),  October  31,  1840- 
December  25,  1841. 


,  ' 
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The  Peoria  Register  and  Northwestern  Gazetteer  (Peoria,  Ill¬ 
inois),  April  4,  1840-December,  1847. 

Upper  Missi'ssippian  (Rock  Island,  Illinois),  March  6,  1841- 
(Pile  Incomplete). 
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